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50 X 2025
BY 2025, WE COMMIT 
TO REDUCE OUR USE 
OF WATER IN ALL
PROCESSES ACROSS 
THE SAN MIGUEL GROUP 
BY 50%.

WE’RE CHALLENGING 
OURSELVES TO DO MORE.  

While our water management efficiency level is 
among the highest in the Philippines, and while 
water conservation and protection has always 
been a key component of our operations, 

We will adopt new and stricter measures to improve the 
efficiency of our water use, as well as utilize water-saving 
technologies and implement conservation programs.

ELIMINATE WASTAGE OF 
WATER ACROSS OUR OPERATIONS.

We will optimize all our wastewater treatment facilities to further 
lessen our water footprint. We commit to make greater use of 
treated greywater for non-essential purposes. 

REUSE AND RECYCLE 
MORE WATER.

We will continue to lessen our use of ground and surface 
water, protect these water sources, and empower our 
communities to do the same.

REDUCE OUR USE OF GROUND 
AND SURFACE WATER AND 
PROTECT VITAL WATER SOURCES.

We will harvest rainwater and runoff water from creeks and 
rivers – collecting, filtering, and storing it for irrigation and for 
various other purposes. We hope that others will follow our example.

HARVEST RAINWATER.

WHY DO WE CARE? WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROVIDING 
WATER-CHALLENGED COMMUNITIES 
NOT JUST ACCESS TO SAFE, POTABLE 
WATER, BUT ALSO THE ABILITY TO BE 
SELF-SUSTAINING WHEN IT COMES 
TO WATER MANAGEMENT.

Because it’s 
everyone’s water.

www.sanmiguel.com.ph/

www.facebook.com/smcbetterworld
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P U B L I S H E R ’ S  N O T E

 
The new year brings hope for everyone.

 

It encourages us to take the big leap, expand the scale of 
our public service like former Special Assistant to the 
President Bong Go (page 48), or take on a seemingly 
ambitious task, like the Manila Bay Rehabilitation 
(page 16).

 The new year is also a perfect time to re-evaluate what we 
have accomplished, get a good projection of the future, and 
recalibrate our strategies and measures—such is the case for 
National Economic and Development Authority (page 80) and 
Social Security System’s Investments Sector (page 86).

 For actor and director, now CCP President Nick Lizaso, 
it’s having the youthful exuberance to take on new adventures 
even in his senior years (page 74). For actor-turned-politician 
Manila Rep. John Marvin Nieto, more popularly known as 
Yul Servo, it’s finding your star in a more meaningful realm—
public service, that is (page 66).

 LEAGUE looks at the new year as a time to give due 
recognition to 10 of the country’s most outstanding LGU 
leaders (page 62). We chose them for the laudable programs 
and projects they have for their respective localities, and for 
serving as good role models in public service.

 Likewise, the remarkable accomplishments and leadership 
of some of our LGU leaders—Bataan Governor Albert Garcia; 
Biñan City Mayor Arman Dimaguila; Brgy. Anos, Los Baños, 
Laguna Brgy. Kap. Celerino Balasoto; and Carmona, Cavite 
Mayor Dahlia Loyola—tell us that there is so much we can do 
for our nation to prosper.

 Taking after the inspiring governance of the third president 
of the Third Republic, Ramon Magsaysay (page 92), it’s not 
impossible for the Philippines to achieve another run for 
“Golden Years.” We in LEAGUE remain hopeful.
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P U B L I S H E R ’ S  N O T E

LEAGUE’s Role 

The bedrock of a functional democracy is the freedom of its press, 
the ability of the media to dissect and scrutinize all matters under 
the sun. Each issue we bring out highlights the important role that 
a free press plays in bringing out stories of hope and of ordinary 

individuals dreaming of better lives for their brethren.  
When we pose the question to our subjects as to what their 

accomplishments have been, we see that they truly make an examination 
of their track record to give us a meaningful account of the time they have 
spent in their positions of responsibility. We serve as some sort of a report 
card on what they have done. But what our readers do not see is that for 
each subject we feature, there are those that we do not, at least not yet. If 
we feel that the achievements of a person in a position of influence lacks 
distinction, we wait for the time when there is more to say about that 

subject, when he or she has made a mark that we consider indelible. This is how we exercise our 
constitutionally enshrined freedom.

We do not tear down people. We do not rip their records to shreds. That is not who we are. We 
focus on stories that unite us rather than divide us. We believe that the press has a responsibility not 
just to criticize but also to inspire. We take this burden seriously. 

In this issue, we cast a light on Atty. Chel Diokno as he gives us his insights on our laws, on the 
quest for justice for the poor and the marginalized, and on the continuing war on drugs, and other 
pressing national issues. Our other features are as follows:

The projects of Barangay Capt. Felicito “Chito” Valmocina of Barangay Holy Spirit in Quezon 
City provide an example not just to his fellow barangay captains but also to the country at large. 
Such projects include a highly regarded materials recovery facility, state-of-the-art medical 
equipment and a farming project in the heart of the city, among many others.

Makati City Mayor Mar-Len Abigail Binay provides us a glimpse of the hard choices she had 
been making, and how her last name has been both a blessing and a curse, and how she is trying to 
pave the way for her own brand of leadership.

Sulu Mayor Abraham “Jess” Burahan speaks on how peaceful his coastal town of Hadji 
Panglima Tahil is and of his efforts in keeping it that way.  

Mayor Evelio “Bing” Leonardia speaks of his origins as a commoner and how his experience 
paved the way for a project close to his heart, a relocation site for the city’s informal settlers.

In this issue, we also present a guide to the coming election: We presented ways on how election 
fraud might happen so that people would be aware; we tackled political dynasties; and we recounted 
the election protests that rocked Philippine politics.

We also have a feature on the MWSS and its youngest Chief Regulator ever, Patrick Ty. The 
article details what is in store for Manila as it begins to battle one of the worst water shortages for 
some time.

We likewise feature Atty. Irene Besido-Garcia who now helms PSALM and her efforts at 
fulfilling her mandate including payment of the obligations of the National Power Corporation

We hope that, in some way, we have provided value to our readers and that you help us in our 
search for noteworthy stories among those in whom we have entrusted much of our well-being.
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R O U N D  U P

BFAR LEADS 2019 NATIONAL COASTAL FISHERIES SUMMIT 
Mayors from coastal municipalities all over the Philippines, 

along with the BFAR (Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources), 
recently converged in Cebu City for the 2019 National Coastal 
Fisheries Summit.

The two-day summit—organized by the BFAR with the 
League of Municipalities in the Philippines (LMP), and Rare, 
an international conservation organization—aims to promote 
responsible fishing behavior and address the challenges of 
managing nearshore fisheries. 

The key issues discussed revolved around preferential rights 
for municipal fishers, marine protected areas, illegal fishing 
challenges, sustainable financing, and climate resilience in coastal 
areas. Municipal waters serve as the main source of livelihood for 
some 1.8 million small-scale fishers across the country. 

VALENZUELA CITY OPENS 3S CENTER                                                          
IN BARANGAY BALANGKAS

Barangay Balangkas in Valenzuela City now has its own 
Sentro ng Sama-samang Serbisyo or 3S Center. It is a two-
storey building with 
facilities that include a 
Health Station, Barangay 
Hall, Daycare Center, 
Rescue Satellite Office, 
Alternative Learning 
System (ALS) community 
center, Sangguniang 
Kabataan (SK) Office, and 
a Multipurpose Hall. The 
3S Centers, also called 
“The City Hall Annexes,” 
allow efficient delivery 
of services and disaster 
response to the barangays, 
says Mayor Rex 
Gatchalian. Towards the end of the year, five more 3S Centers 
will be opened, bringing its total number to 23.

HISTORIC BELL RETURNS TO HOME IN DUMAGUETE
A decades-old brass church bell has found its way to its 

original parish, after being away for 65 years. Last March 3, 
a simple turnover and consecration rite was held at the Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help Church in Dumaguete City, where 
officials of the Motong Parish who had the bell in their chapel 
for years, formally returned the bells to the Congregation 
of the Most Holy Redeemer (C.Ss.R), commonly known as 
Redemptorists. The simple ceremony was led by Msgr. Julius 
Perpetuo S. Heruela, head of the Commission on Church 
Cultural Heritage of the Diocese of Dumaguete.  

“Our bell is not as famous as that of Balangiga, but for us, 
the bell is an important part of the history of the Redemptorists 
in Dumaguete,” said Fr. Sean Purcell, a Redemptorist priest 
assigned in this city for many years. He noted that the bell, with 
the inscription markings “Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel,” 
“Dumaguete City,” “October 13, 1954,” was rang to “call the 
Redemptorists and the people to prayer and worship, liturgy and 
masses.”

It was first put up in a steel tower next to the then Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel at the Manuel L. Teves 
Memorial Hospital compound in 1958 when the Redemptorist 
missionaries started their foundation in Dumaguete, Purcell 
said. In 1970, the new Redemptorist parish church was 
inaugurated and the Redemptorists acquired a new bell from 
Holland, he added. Thereafter, the old bell was transferred to 
the Motong Parish chapel.

‘STINGRAY’ INTENSIFIES MARITIME OPERATION                                                  
TO SECURE VISAYAN SEAS

The Philippine Navy has embarked on an intensified maritime 
operation to secure the central Philippine seas through its sail 
missions to different regions in the Visayas.

Naval Forces Central (Navforcen) public affairs officer, Ensign 
Maria Amanda Precious Zamuco, said the “Naval Task Group 
(NTG) 50.1 Stingray” started its operation on March 1 at the 
Captain Veloso Pier, Naval Base Rafael Ramos in Lapu-Lapu 
City.

“NTG 50.1 Stingray” is a multipurpose task group that can 
perform both combat and non-combat operations, and includes 
a fleet of Navy ships intended for maritime patrols and security, 
Zamuco said.

The task group’s most recent mission was in the eastern 
seaboard. The naval vessels departed from Lapu-Lapu City 
and sailed for Catbalogan City, Samar on February 1. They 
also visited Allen and Dalupiri Island in Samar, Naval Biliran, 
Palompon, Ormoc, Maasin and Limasawa in Leyte, and the 
island province of Siquijor. 
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APAYAO HOSTS CARAA 2019
The Province of Apayao hosted its second annual sports meet dubbed 

“CARAA 2019” last February 27 to March 3. Highlighting this year’s 
theme “One Team, One Vision,” the event showcased the athletic prowess 
of students from the different provinces and cities in the region. Governor 
Elias Bulut Jr. led the province in welcoming the more than 7,000 delegates 
of the Cordillera Administrative Region Athletic Association.

The meet was also an opportunity to showcase Apayao’s improved sports 
facilities, and its rich culture and ecotourism sites. Among the ecotourism 
destinations being promoted are the underground river of the Lasso Cave, 
the Marag Valley, the Dupag Rock Formations in Luna, the Nagan River 
(dubbed as one of the cleanest rivers in the country and home to the 
Philippine Eagle), the church ruins in Pudtol, and the Bacut Lake in Santa 
Marcela. 

ARMM LAUNCHES FIRST BANGSAMORO MUSEUM
The Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) 

recently inaugurated the first Bangsamoro Museum at the 
Shariff Kabunsuan Cultural Complex (SKCC) in Cotabato City.

A facility established under the Executive Order No. 32 
s. 2019, the Bangsamoro Museum serves as a repository of 
artifacts, works of art, as well as textual and iconographic 
records relevant to the cultural memory of the Bangsamoro 
people in the ARMM.

Marian Pastor Roces, an independent curator and 
institutional critic, conceptualized and organized the museum. 
“This is about the people, how they managed to survive,” said 
Roces. “Most of the things you’d see in this museum are not 
expensive. But what’s important are the stories behind it.”

The exhibits included textiles produced by Maranao women 
during the Marawi siege, recordings of the Tausug Kissa-
chanting of the Bud Dajo massacre, archeological artifacts of 
Kulaman plateau, mostly burial urns, and documents related 
to the peace process between the government and the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front. 

Alongside the opening of the museum was the formal launch 
of the ARMM Regional Library. The museum is open to the 
public from Monday to Friday. 

“THE GOLDEN PROVINCE” CELEBRATES BULAWAN FEST
Compostela Valley, also known as “The Golden Province,” celebrated its Bulawan 

Festival on the occasion of the province’s 21st founding anniversary on March 3. The 
weeklong twin celebrations highlighted the progress attained by the province as the 
second Most Competitive Province in 2018, awarded by the Regional Development 
Council, DILG, and DTI.

Carrying the theme “The Gold One. Ang Bulawan sa Tanan,” the festival kicked 
off with a “Prosperity Run.” Other activities include blog/vlogging, photography, and 
feature writing contests, the search for the Bulawan Queen, and the launching of the 
campaign for “Yes to Davao de Oro.”

According to Compostela Valley Governor Jayvee Tyron Uy, this year’s Bulawan 
Festival is special because the province is welcoming its new name, “Davao de Oro,” 
which will be proposed to residents via a plebiscite. “If we win in the plebiscite, this 
will be the last Bulawan Festival under the old province’s name,” said Uy.

LRT-1 CAVITE EXTENSION CONSTRUCTION SET IN APRIL
Three years behind schedule, the construction of the LRT-1 

Cavite extension will finally start in April, the Department of 
Transportation (DOTr) announced. The project will connect to 
the existing Baclaran station and will have eight new stations: 
Redemptorist, NAIA Avenue, Asia World, Ninoy Aquino, 
Dr. Santos, Las Piñas, Zapote, and Niog. The LRT-1 Cavite 
Extension project will extend the existing 20.7km metro line, 
and will also increase the line’s capacity to 800,000 passengers 
a day from the current 500,000.

The DOTr and Light Rail Manila Corporation are eyeing to 
finish the project by fourth quarter of 2021.

PAMBANSANG KAMAO 
HONORED FOR LATEST WIN

The Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) paid tribute 
to Filipino boxing icon and 
Senator Manny “Pacman” 
Pacquiao for his victory 
over American challenger 
Adrien Broner, and his other 
outstanding achievements. 

AFP Chief-of-Staff Gen. 
Benjamin Madrigal and 
Defense Secretary Delfin 
Lorenzana awarded the AFP 
Meritorious Achievement 

Medal to Pacquiao for his triumphant defense of the WBA Welterweight 
World Title against Broner in Las Vegas, Nevada last January 20.

The AFP also granted the senator an honorary membership in the 
Philippine Army Scout Ranger. The military leadership believes that the 
“Pambansang Kamao” embodies strong will, gallantry, and willingness 
to offer one’s life for the sake of mission accomplishment, which are the 
characteristics of a Scout Ranger.

The eight-division World Champion was also accorded with a Manifesto 
Plaque in recognition of his outstanding contributions in the field of sports, 
furtherance of the welfare of veterans and reservists, and for being a source 
of inspiration to the Filipino nation.
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and will also increase the line’s capacity to 800,000 passengers 
a day from the current 500,000.
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PAMBANSANG KAMAO 
HONORED FOR LATEST WIN

The Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) paid tribute 
to Filipino boxing icon and 
Senator Manny “Pacman” 
Pacquiao for his victory 
over American challenger 
Adrien Broner, and his other 
outstanding achievements. 

AFP Chief-of-Staff Gen. 
Benjamin Madrigal and 
Defense Secretary Delfin 
Lorenzana awarded the AFP 
Meritorious Achievement 

Medal to Pacquiao for his triumphant defense of the WBA Welterweight 
World Title against Broner in Las Vegas, Nevada last January 20.

The AFP also granted the senator an honorary membership in the 
Philippine Army Scout Ranger. The military leadership believes that the 
“Pambansang Kamao” embodies strong will, gallantry, and willingness 
to offer one’s life for the sake of mission accomplishment, which are the 
characteristics of a Scout Ranger.

The eight-division World Champion was also accorded with a Manifesto 
Plaque in recognition of his outstanding contributions in the field of sports, 
furtherance of the welfare of veterans and reservists, and for being a source 
of inspiration to the Filipino nation.
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INTERVIEWS BY SHIMICO DIANNE NAKAMURA

B A R A N G A Y  C O N N E C T I O N

T
he barangay strictly implements gun ban 
during election period. So far, Barangay 

Loma has no election-related incidents but 
still, we want to make sure that this year’s 
election will be peaceful. As long as the 
residents feel that they are safe, they won’t 
be discouraged to go out of their homes and 
vote on the election day. We are also alerting 
ourselves for any possible death threats 
against the candidates. As of now, each official 
in the barangay is taking part in formulating 
more rules and programs that we can apply to 
our place to ensure the safety in our barangay 
in the upcoming national and local elections. 
Barangay Councilor Nestor A. Malabanan  
BARANGAY LOMA, BIÑAN, LAGUNA
COUNCIL PRESIDENT, BIÑAN, LAGUNA

What are your action plans to ensure peace 
and order in the upcoming 2019 national 

and local elections?

W
e will patrol the area from time to time to prevent residents 
or strangers from causing a commotion. Though there are no 

recorded election-related violence in the barangay, we, councilors, 
will make sure that barangay safety officers will be deployed to guard 
the area with the support coming from our chairman. For election day 
itself, we will patrol 24 hours and check each corner of the barangay to 
prevent any conflict that may hinder the peaceful election that we all 
want. At the moment, we are still waiting for the barangay captain to 
call for a general assembly and discuss the instructions that will come 
from the municipality.  
Barangay Councilor Andrew Mon 
BARANGAY STA. ANA., SAN MATEO, RIZAL

I 
am planning to implement 
three regulations to ensure 

peace and order in our 
barangay this coming election: 

First, we will conduct a 
community briefing on the rules 
that will be in effect during 
the election period such as 
the liquor ban to ensure that 
the constituents are aware 
of these. Next, we will create 
a task force that includes 
barangay police officers and 
volunteers who will make sure 
that the said rules are being 
enacted. They will be distributed 
in different voting precincts 

to prevent any imminent danger. Last is information dissemination 
and feedback mechanism. We will provide the residents with a hotline 
where they can directly call us and report if there is any disorder in 
their current locations. 
Barangay Councilor Ella Santiago  
BARANGAY 410, ZONE 42, DISTRICT IV, MANILA

GOVERNANCE

GOOD
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I am planning to implement 
three regulations to ensure 

peace and order in our 
barangay this coming election: 
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enacted. They will be distributed 
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Last October 2018, the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), a United Nations 
body for assessing the science related 

to climate change, reported that the planet 
is already experiencing the consequences 
of global warming. Among these are rising 
sea levels, the diminishing Arctic sea ice, 
and extreme weather—realities that when 
not addressed, could increase the risk of 
irreversible changes in ecosystems and threaten 
human life.

At the pace the planet is changing, it has 
become every person’s responsibility to do 
their share in limiting global warming. Building 
awareness on how individuals contribute to 
climate change is not always a priority of 
national governments or business corporations, 
despite being key players in responding to 
climate change. It is in these cases where non-
governmental organizations like Greenpeace 
have a crucial role. They are able to focus on 
issues and instigate action to promote change. 

GOOD TO BE GREEN
Greenpeace enjoins everyone to be part of the solution to our 

worsening environmental conditions—by changing our attitudes 
and behavior for the sustainable future of our planet. 

 
BY JOYCE REYES-AGUILA

s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

Greenpeace has been guided by its goal of 
protecting and conserving the environment and 
promoting peace since it was established in 1971. 
According to the organization’s official page, it 
seeks to change attitudes and behavior of people 
in support of a sustainable future for the planet. 

An estimated 2.8 million people from all over 
the world support the organization financially; it 
does not accept donations from governments or 
corporations—a decision that is aligned with its 
core values of quiet diplomacy, and pursuing the 
level and quality of public debate about society’s 
environmental choices. 

Greenpeace Philippines is part of a global 
network in 55 countries, where the group 
mobilizes its operations. In the field, it has three 
sailing vessels: the Rainbow Warrior, which has 
been active since 1989 in Asia; the Arctic Sunrise 
ice breaker, which joined the cause in 1997; and 
the Esperanza, which has been sailing since 2002. 
The NGO’s causes may seem distant and too 
wide in scope to affect anyone directly—but the 
details tell it all. 
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A buyer of the global retail brand 
Uniqlo should know that the fashion brand 
“committed to eliminate all release of 
hazardous chemicals throughout its entire 
global chain and products by 2020, in 
response to Greenpeace’s Global Detox 
Campaign” in 2013. Other retail companies 
also sealed a similar commitment, including 
Levi’s, Marks and Spencer, Adidas, and Zara.

Greenpeace Southeast Asia has been 
instrumental in numerous wins for the 
environment in the Philippines. This 
includes the declaration of the Philippine 
Rice Terraces in Ifugao Province, a 
UNESCO Living Cultural Heritage site, as 
a genetically-modified organism (GMO)-
free zone in March 2009. A year prior, the 
Renewable Energy Law was confirmed 
in December 2008, making the country’s 
goal of accelerating the development and 
utilization of renewable energy sources 
locally official. Earlier that year, the 
Philippine Senate passed the Renewable 
Energy bill. According to the www.
greenpeace.org, it paved “the way for the 
enactment of a law that will allow massive 
uptake of renewable energy, such as wind 
and solar power, to ensure energy security 
and to combat climate change.”

Greenpeace Southeast Asia was formally 
founded in March 2000, a move that 
strengthened the group’s aim to promote 
global environmental security. Some 
areas of its activities include “stopping 
hazardous waste imports, opposing 
radioactive shipments, campaigning against 
forest destruction, lobbying governments 
on sustainable energy issues, and 
drawing attention to the dangers of waste 
incineration,” among others. 

One of the group’s current campaigns 
calls attention to the growing plastic crisis 
in the country. In a recent email sent to 
its subscribers, it reported that one of the 
activities involved trailing two garbage 
disposal barges carrying tons of plastic waste 
through Manila Bay. The move sought to 
protest the broken system of production and 
pollution. As part of its advocacy to change 
behavior, the group calls awareness to every 
individual’s contribution to the “monstrous 
amount” of garbage the country produces 
as a result of unsustainable practices like 
the use of single-use plastic. “Plastics have 
choked our country long enough,” an email 

s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

from the group declared. “But now we are standing 
up, and showing the world that we are part of the 
solution.” In line with its #BreakFreeFromPlastic 
campaign, it also participated in a clean-up drive 
and brand audit in Cebu’s Lahug River, where it 
bravely called out brands that are the top single-use 
plastic polluters in the Philippines. 

Greenpeace Philippines is also counting on 
the power of social media in its campaign to 
spread awareness. It has even involved celebrities 
to spread their cause and influence younger 
generations to understand the problems and 
acknowledge that they are part of the solution. 

“Our lives begin to end the day we become 
silent on things that matter,” a quote from the great 
Martin Luther King featured on the Instagram 
page of Greenpeace Philippines reads. This is why 
Greenpeace speaks out. Because everyone, it says, 
has the right to know and express himself or herself 
freely to enable the positive change our country 
needs to happen. 

 

One of 
Greenpeace’s 
current 
campaign 
calls 
attention to 
the growing 
plastic 
crisis in our 
country.
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s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
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bravely called out brands that are the top single-use 
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The race is on as the Philippines counts 
down to days leading to May 13, 2019—
the midterm elections. With 60 certified 
candidates vying for the 12 seats in the 
Senate and more than 180 party list groups 
to choose from, over 61 million voters will 

exercise their right to vote and make decisions for the 
future of our nation.

Now, more than ever, basic voter education plays an 
important role not just for first-time voters, but also to 
serve as a reminder to everyone that the stakes are always 
high whenever election season arrives.

Acknowledging the importance of educating the 
voters, Asia Society Philippines recently staged “Basic 
Voter Education for Filipinos” as its first Asia Society 
Conversations event for the year. Among those who graced 
the discussion are panelists Atty. James Jimenez, director of 
Information and Education Department of the Commission 
on Elections; Maribel Buenaobra, executive director of the 
Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible Voting (PPCRV); 
Richard Amazona, program head of YouthVote Philippines; 
and Ellen Tordesillas, president and co-founder of VERA 
Files. The conversation was anchored and moderated by 
Danilo Arao, University of the Philippines-College of Mass 
Communication (UP-CMC) professor and convenor of 
Kontra Daya.

Highlights of the forum covered COMELEC’s mandate, 
challenges during election, tips and pieces of advice for 
voters, laws that could be improved, and the automated 
election experience.

ON COMELEC AND AUTOMATED ELECTIONS
 
Question: What is the role of COMELEC in the 
elections?
James Jimenez (JJ): The mandate of the COMELEC is 
here not to disqualify people and not to take people out of 
the running. What the COMELEC is mandated to do is to 

A Necessary Vigilance
BY GRACE C. DIEZ
PHOTOS BY KARL BELARMINO

Two months ahead of the highly anticipated 2019 
midterm elections, voters education takes center 
stage for informed decision-making and to fight off 
modern society’s greatest election fraud: fake news.
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A Necessary Vigilance

ensure that the voice of the people is heard and 
the voice of the people is accurately reflected 
in the results of the elections.

Basically, COMELEC ensures that the 
elections are free and fair. Free—meaning, the 
people are able to vote without unnecessary 
apprehension, that their votes are respected and 
won’t be used to subject them to retribution 
or any negative repercussions. The elections 
should be fair and not a simple confirmation of 
who is in power. 

Q: Is the automated elections considered 
successful and good for the Philippines?
JJ: From 2010 and until today, the Philippine 
automation experience is considered one of the 
exemplars on how to do automated elections. 
We get people from emerging democracies 
coming to the COMELEC asking us to teach 
them not just to run elections but how to 
transition into varying degrees of automation. 
We’ve advised some countries on how to roll 
out biometrics system and how to use social 
media as a tool for public information. Despite 
the reputation of automation, the fact remains 
that, internationally, it is looked up to as a 
good experience and it is an experience that we 
want to continue towards the future.

Q: Are there election rules or laws that 
would need to be amended by Congress or 
are we happy with the current ones?
JJ: As far as the laws are concerned, they 
are, to my mind, sufficient and adequate. 

For example, we are still canvassing results 
with automated elections the way we canvass 
manual results. There’s a disconnect there 
somewhere and it has to be amended at some 
point. In fact, it should have been amended 
a long time ago, but it wasn’t, because it’s 
difficult forcing a big block of change through 
Congress. It’s much easier to chop it up into 
little bits of legislation. It fits but it doesn’t 
fit beautifully all the time, so there has to be 
amendment.

Q: What about the implementation of laws, 
for instance, when it comes to the candidate’s 
submission of Statement of Election 
Contribution and Expenditures (SOCE)? 
JJ: Candidates give us suitcases of 
documentation. The problem there is that going 
through all of those suitcases, you scale up 
the problem given the number of candidates. 
So it does happen that there’s a lot of reliance 
placed on the allegation that this report is true 
and correct and I have an affidavit proving it’s 
true and correct. The problem there is the fact 
that if you fail to submit your SOCE, ano ang 
mangyayari sa ‘yo? Ang malaking issue dyan 
is that non compliance is not really punished. 
It’s not the severity of the punishment that’s the 
deterrent, it’s the certainty of the punishment. 
In the case of SOCE, not so much. It’s not so 
certain. The law itself decriminalized failure to 
file the SOCE. It weakened the consequences. 
Operationally, it only really works with the local 
government units (LGUs).

(From left) Maribel Buenaobra, Ellen Tordesillas, 
Richard Amazona, Atty. James Jimenez, and Danilo Arao
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Q: Would boosted social media posts be 
part of the campaign expenditures?
JJ: They have to be. In 2016, napakaraming 
boosted posts but we did not come across a 
single report on internet spending. How do we 
find out? In order to boost a post, you’ve got 
to have a page in terms of service agreement, 
so your identity is more or less known. It 
means you have guaranteed that you will 
abide by the laws of the country. We have 
jurisdiction. We need to trawl the internet and 
get all of the ads and trace it back to the page 
that originated them so we know how much 
ad coverage was there during a certain period. 
We have the ability to check these ads.

ELECTION CHALLENGES IN 2019

Q: What are the biggest challenges being 
encountered this election season?
Maribel Buenaobra (MB): Cheating 
happens outside of the (PCOS) machines 
and before the elections. Candidates would 
spend millions, not for election lawyers or 
poll watchers. But they would spend millions 
giving money to families. 
Ellen Tordesillas (ET): Before [the 
automated elections], the cheating was in the 
counting. Personally, I don’t believe those 
people who say that cheating still happens 
in the machine. Once you cast your vote in 
the machine, ‘yun na ‘yun eh. Vote-buying—

that’s where the anomaly is. That’s where 
you’re influencing the minds of the people.
Richard Amazona (RA): The young people 
are aggressive in terms of informing the voters 
that it’s their right to really go out and vote. 
We had a voters education event in Tawi-Tawi, 
Basilan, and Sulu, and one of the concerns of 
the young people is that they were actually 
threatened for going out and conducting voters 
education campaign. These young people were 
explaining to the communities the negative 
effects of vote-buying. As part of the modules, 
our group explains that if a certain candidate 
provided you P1,500 for that vote, we divide 
P1,500 for three years and explain the value 
of that vote for just one day. Sinasabi ng mga 
kabataang ito na huwag na silang maniwala sa 
P1,500 na binibigay ng mga kandidato. 
ET: The biggest election fraud these days is 
fake news. Recent survey showed that most 
of the fake news being spread are political 
[in nature]. The report showed that makers of 
online disinformation rely on three techniques: 
faking or inventing information, misleading 
readers by subtle manipulation of facts, and 
making false claims using real events.
JJ: The question of authenticity on social 
media, there are some candidates that you 
know are very real (on social media) and these 
are the ones who started early pero be wary 
of those who just popped on social media 
especially those with very polished presences. 
Social media is now part of the arsenal of any 
PR company.
RA: Social media are considered marketplaces 
of anything you’d like to know. In terms of 
fake news and trolling, masyadong rampant 
on Facebook. It’s because Facebook is now 
considered the one having the bigger and easier 
access. 

Q: What can be done to make sure that 
candidates will focus on issues and not 
just make a spectacle out of the official 
campaign?
JJ: There is not a lot that can be done in terms 
of the behavior of the candidates. Candidates 
are like ants. Ants are motivated by their desire 
to survive. They’re basically monomatic. They 
have one goal and one goal only. For many of 
them, the biggest thing really is to win, and 
to stay in power. In order to do that, they will 
adopt the easiest route always. Always, they 
will avoid debates. They will dumb down the 
conversation because it’s much easier to sell 

Despite the reputation of automation, the fact remains that, internationally, it 
is looked up to as a good experience and it is an experience that we want to 
continue towards the future.
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a dancing girl than a well-reasoned platform 
and beautifully argued policy point. They will 
always follow that path. The only way to fix 
that is if you make that path not the easiest. 
The solution is for people to reject all of the 
bread and circuses being thrown their way. 

CHOOSING WHO TO ELECT

Q: What should be considered when voting 
and how do we elevate the level of discourse 
during the campaign period?
RA: We developed a CHANGE scorecard for 
one to be guided as to who to vote for and what 
to consider. C stands for Competency or the 
backgrounds and experiences of the candidate. 
H is for Honesty, so we consider SALNs for 
current leaders and for those who are new 
to the political arena. A for Accountability 
and N for being Non-partisan. Once elected, 
would they still adhere to the policies of their 
political party or would they have their own 
stand in terms of different issues? G is for 
Good Governance aspect and E for Enabling 
factor. In terms of proposed agenda, do they 
have enabling spaces for young people and 
discussions?

In terms of party list groups, we recommend 
especially to fi rst-time voters na simulan n’yo 
muna what issues you would like to champion. 
Select the party list group that represents                  
your issues.
MB: What would be the criteria for you to 
choose your candidate? We have the 3Ks—
Karakter, Kakayahan, at Katapatan. It’s very 

traditional but it’s one way for you to show 
your love for country. You show your love for 
your country by exercising your right to vote 
and using informed decision-making. Knowing 
and assessing your candidates—tapat ba sila sa 
bayan? Are they going to make our lives better or 
not?
ET: Know your candidates and put importance on 
the honesty of these people. 
JJ: Pansinin ninyo lahat ng sinabi nila tungkol 
sa kandidato. Pero tandaan n’yo lalo na kapag 
bumoto sa local chief executive, hindi s’ya ang 
nagpapatakbo ng buong gobyerno. S’ya ang 
naga-appoint at doon minsan [nagkakamali.] The 
point is, when you make your choices, also pay 
attention to his policies. How is he going to now 
make that a reality? He will do that by appointing 
people that he knows. Ingat tayo dyan. Never 
forget that when deciding. 

The actual ballot to be used during the elections is 20 
inches. ARMM ballot is 25 inches since there are more 
candidates. 

The QR Code identifies the ballot as authentic. There 
is a UV mark in the ballot that serves as an additional 
authentication. Voters are advised not to write anything 
extra or outside the prescribed shading to avoid hitting 
the UV mark and being rejected.

Voting ovals have to be shaded using the official 
COMELEC marking pen.

Shade at least 25% of the oval. COMELEC recommends 
100% shading to make it readable.

Do not over vote. If you over vote, votes for that position 
will no longer be counted. Votes for other position that 
isn’t over voted, will remain good.

PCOS/VCM Reminders
Insert the ballot in the machine. After the ballot is 
read, the machine will process the ballot and then a 
receipt will come out.

After the receipt comes out, the BEI will assist the 
voter, fold the receipt forward and cut it, give the 
receipt to the voter for checking and verifying. 

Election results are printed out in 30 copies. The 
watchers will be able to see firsthand the results 
and certified by the BEI. Once the results are printed 
out, a modem will be attached at the back of the 
machine and it will connect to the network and 
transmit results to the canvassing system.

Results sent to the canvassing system are not new 
information, so results are easily verifiable through 
the election results printed on-site.
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Q: Would boosted social media posts be 
part of the campaign expenditures?
JJ: They have to be. In 2016, napakaraming 
boosted posts but we did not come across a 
single report on internet spending. How do we 
find out? In order to boost a post, you’ve got 
to have a page in terms of service agreement, 
so your identity is more or less known. It 
means you have guaranteed that you will 
abide by the laws of the country. We have 
jurisdiction. We need to trawl the internet and 
get all of the ads and trace it back to the page 
that originated them so we know how much 
ad coverage was there during a certain period. 
We have the ability to check these ads.

ELECTION CHALLENGES IN 2019

Q: What are the biggest challenges being 
encountered this election season?
Maribel Buenaobra (MB): Cheating 
happens outside of the (PCOS) machines 
and before the elections. Candidates would 
spend millions, not for election lawyers or 
poll watchers. But they would spend millions 
giving money to families. 
Ellen Tordesillas (ET): Before [the 
automated elections], the cheating was in the 
counting. Personally, I don’t believe those 
people who say that cheating still happens 
in the machine. Once you cast your vote in 
the machine, ‘yun na ‘yun eh. Vote-buying—

that’s where the anomaly is. That’s where 
you’re influencing the minds of the people.
Richard Amazona (RA): The young people 
are aggressive in terms of informing the voters 
that it’s their right to really go out and vote. 
We had a voters education event in Tawi-Tawi, 
Basilan, and Sulu, and one of the concerns of 
the young people is that they were actually 
threatened for going out and conducting voters 
education campaign. These young people were 
explaining to the communities the negative 
effects of vote-buying. As part of the modules, 
our group explains that if a certain candidate 
provided you P1,500 for that vote, we divide 
P1,500 for three years and explain the value 
of that vote for just one day. Sinasabi ng mga 
kabataang ito na huwag na silang maniwala sa 
P1,500 na binibigay ng mga kandidato. 
ET: The biggest election fraud these days is 
fake news. Recent survey showed that most 
of the fake news being spread are political 
[in nature]. The report showed that makers of 
online disinformation rely on three techniques: 
faking or inventing information, misleading 
readers by subtle manipulation of facts, and 
making false claims using real events.
JJ: The question of authenticity on social 
media, there are some candidates that you 
know are very real (on social media) and these 
are the ones who started early pero be wary 
of those who just popped on social media 
especially those with very polished presences. 
Social media is now part of the arsenal of any 
PR company.
RA: Social media are considered marketplaces 
of anything you’d like to know. In terms of 
fake news and trolling, masyadong rampant 
on Facebook. It’s because Facebook is now 
considered the one having the bigger and easier 
access. 

Q: What can be done to make sure that 
candidates will focus on issues and not 
just make a spectacle out of the official 
campaign?
JJ: There is not a lot that can be done in terms 
of the behavior of the candidates. Candidates 
are like ants. Ants are motivated by their desire 
to survive. They’re basically monomatic. They 
have one goal and one goal only. For many of 
them, the biggest thing really is to win, and 
to stay in power. In order to do that, they will 
adopt the easiest route always. Always, they 
will avoid debates. They will dumb down the 
conversation because it’s much easier to sell 

“Despite the reputation of automation, the fact remains that, internationally, 
it is looked up to as a good experience and it is an experience that we want to 
continue towards the future,” says Atty. James Jimenez.
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a dancing girl than a well-reasoned platform 
and beautifully argued policy point. They will 
always follow that path. The only way to fix 
that is if you make that path not the easiest. 
The solution is for people to reject all of the 
bread and circuses being thrown their way. 

CHOOSING WHO TO ELECT

Q: What should be considered when voting 
and how do we elevate the level of discourse 
during the campaign period?
RA: We developed a CHANGE scorecard for 
one to be guided as to who to vote for and what 
to consider. C stands for Competency or the 
backgrounds and experiences of the candidate. 
H is for Honesty, so we consider SALNs for 
current leaders and for those who are new 
to the political arena. A for Accountability 
and N for being Non-partisan. Once elected, 
would they still adhere to the policies of their 
political party or would they have their own 
stand in terms of different issues? G is for 
Good Governance aspect and E for Enabling 
factor. In terms of proposed agenda, do they 
have enabling spaces for young people and 
discussions?

In terms of party list groups, we recommend 
especially to fi rst-time voters na simulan n’yo 
muna what issues you would like to champion. 
Select the party list group that represents                  
your issues.
MB: What would be the criteria for you to 
choose your candidate? We have the 3Ks—
Karakter, Kakayahan, at Katapatan. It’s very 

traditional but it’s one way for you to show 
your love for country. You show your love for 
your country by exercising your right to vote 
and using informed decision-making. Knowing 
and assessing your candidates—tapat ba sila sa 
bayan? Are they going to make our lives better or 
not?
ET: Know your candidates and put importance on 
the honesty of these people. 
JJ: Pansinin ninyo lahat ng sinabi nila tungkol 
sa kandidato. Pero tandaan n’yo lalo na kapag 
bumoto sa local chief executive, hindi s’ya ang 
nagpapatakbo ng buong gobyerno. S’ya ang 
naga-appoint at doon minsan [nagkakamali.] The 
point is, when you make your choices, also pay 
attention to his policies. How is he going to now 
make that a reality? He will do that by appointing 
people that he knows. Ingat tayo dyan. Never 
forget that when deciding. 

The actual ballot to be used during the elections is 20 
inches. ARMM ballot is 25 inches since there are more 
candidates. 

The QR Code identifies the ballot as authentic. There 
is a UV mark in the ballot that serves as an additional 
authentication. Voters are advised not to write anything 
extra or outside the prescribed shading to avoid hitting 
the UV mark and being rejected.

Voting ovals have to be shaded using the official 
COMELEC marking pen.

Shade at least 25% of the oval. COMELEC recommends 
100% shading to make it readable.

Do not over vote. If you over vote, votes for that position 
will no longer be counted. Votes for other position that 
isn’t over voted, will remain good.

PCOS/VCM Reminders
Insert the ballot in the machine. After the ballot is 
read, the machine will process the ballot and then a 
receipt will come out.

After the receipt comes out, the BEI will assist the 
voter, fold the receipt forward and cut it, give the 
receipt to the voter for checking and verifying. 

Election results are printed out in 30 copies. The 
watchers will be able to see firsthand the results 
and certified by the BEI. Once the results are printed 
out, a modem will be attached at the back of the 
machine and it will connect to the network and 
transmit results to the canvassing system.

Results sent to the canvassing system are not new 
information, so results are easily verifiable through 
the election results printed on-site.
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Q: Would boosted social media posts be 
part of the campaign expenditures?
JJ: They have to be. In 2016, napakaraming 
boosted posts but we did not come across a 
single report on internet spending. How do we 
find out? In order to boost a post, you’ve got 
to have a page in terms of service agreement, 
so your identity is more or less known. It 
means you have guaranteed that you will 
abide by the laws of the country. We have 
jurisdiction. We need to trawl the internet and 
get all of the ads and trace it back to the page 
that originated them so we know how much 
ad coverage was there during a certain period. 
We have the ability to check these ads.

ELECTION CHALLENGES IN 2019

Q: What are the biggest challenges being 
encountered this election season?
Maribel Buenaobra (MB): Cheating 
happens outside of the (PCOS) machines 
and before the elections. Candidates would 
spend millions, not for election lawyers or 
poll watchers. But they would spend millions 
giving money to families. 
Ellen Tordesillas (ET): Before [the 
automated elections], the cheating was in the 
counting. Personally, I don’t believe those 
people who say that cheating still happens 
in the machine. Once you cast your vote in 
the machine, ‘yun na ‘yun eh. Vote-buying—

that’s where the anomaly is. That’s where 
you’re influencing the minds of the people.
Richard Amazona (RA): The young people 
are aggressive in terms of informing the voters 
that it’s their right to really go out and vote. 
We had a voters education event in Tawi-Tawi, 
Basilan, and Sulu, and one of the concerns of 
the young people is that they were actually 
threatened for going out and conducting voters 
education campaign. These young people were 
explaining to the communities the negative 
effects of vote-buying. As part of the modules, 
our group explains that if a certain candidate 
provided you P1,500 for that vote, we divide 
P1,500 for three years and explain the value 
of that vote for just one day. Sinasabi ng mga 
kabataang ito na huwag na silang maniwala sa 
P1,500 na binibigay ng mga kandidato. 
ET: The biggest election fraud these days is 
fake news. Recent survey showed that most 
of the fake news being spread are political 
[in nature]. The report showed that makers of 
online disinformation rely on three techniques: 
faking or inventing information, misleading 
readers by subtle manipulation of facts, and 
making false claims using real events.
JJ: The question of authenticity on social 
media, there are some candidates that you 
know are very real (on social media) and these 
are the ones who started early pero be wary 
of those who just popped on social media 
especially those with very polished presences. 
Social media is now part of the arsenal of any 
PR company.
RA: Social media are considered marketplaces 
of anything you’d like to know. In terms of 
fake news and trolling, masyadong rampant 
on Facebook. It’s because Facebook is now 
considered the one having the bigger and easier 
access. 

Q: What can be done to make sure that 
candidates will focus on issues and not 
just make a spectacle out of the official 
campaign?
JJ: There is not a lot that can be done in terms 
of the behavior of the candidates. Candidates 
are like ants. Ants are motivated by their desire 
to survive. They’re basically monomatic. They 
have one goal and one goal only. For many of 
them, the biggest thing really is to win, and 
to stay in power. In order to do that, they will 
adopt the easiest route always. Always, they 
will avoid debates. They will dumb down the 
conversation because it’s much easier to sell 

Despite the reputation of automation, the fact remains that, internationally, it 
is looked up to as a good experience and it is an experience that we want to 
continue towards the future.
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a dancing girl than a well-reasoned platform 
and beautifully argued policy point. They will 
always follow that path. The only way to fix 
that is if you make that path not the easiest. 
The solution is for people to reject all of the 
bread and circuses being thrown their way. 

CHOOSING WHO TO ELECT

Q: What should be considered when voting 
and how do we elevate the level of discourse 
during the campaign period?
RA: We developed a CHANGE scorecard for 
one to be guided as to who to vote for and what 
to consider. C stands for Competency or the 
backgrounds and experiences of the candidate. 
H is for Honesty, so we consider SALNs for 
current leaders and for those who are new 
to the political arena. A for Accountability 
and N for being Non-partisan. Once elected, 
would they still adhere to the policies of their 
political party or would they have their own 
stand in terms of different issues? G is for 
Good Governance aspect and E for Enabling 
factor. In terms of proposed agenda, do they 
have enabling spaces for young people and 
discussions?

In terms of party list groups, we recommend 
especially to fi rst-time voters na simulan n’yo 
muna what issues you would like to champion. 
Select the party list group that represents                  
your issues.
MB: What would be the criteria for you to 
choose your candidate? We have the 3Ks—
Karakter, Kakayahan, at Katapatan. It’s very 

traditional but it’s one way for you to show 
your love for country. You show your love for 
your country by exercising your right to vote 
and using informed decision-making. Knowing 
and assessing your candidates—tapat ba sila sa 
bayan? Are they going to make our lives better or 
not?
ET: Know your candidates and put importance on 
the honesty of these people. 
JJ: Pansinin ninyo lahat ng sinabi nila tungkol 
sa kandidato. Pero tandaan n’yo lalo na kapag 
bumoto sa local chief executive, hindi s’ya ang 
nagpapatakbo ng buong gobyerno. S’ya ang 
naga-appoint at doon minsan [nagkakamali.] The 
point is, when you make your choices, also pay 
attention to his policies. How is he going to now 
make that a reality? He will do that by appointing 
people that he knows. Ingat tayo dyan. Never 
forget that when deciding. 

The actual ballot to be used during the elections is 20 
inches. ARMM ballot is 25 inches since there are more 
candidates. 

The QR Code identifies the ballot as authentic. There 
is a UV mark in the ballot that serves as an additional 
authentication. Voters are advised not to write anything 
extra or outside the prescribed shading to avoid hitting 
the UV mark and being rejected.

Voting ovals have to be shaded using the official 
COMELEC marking pen.

Shade at least 25% of the oval. COMELEC recommends 
100% shading to make it readable.

Do not over vote. If you over vote, votes for that position 
will no longer be counted. Votes for other position that 
isn’t over voted, will remain good.

PCOS/VCM Reminders
Insert the ballot in the machine. After the ballot is 
read, the machine will process the ballot and then a 
receipt will come out.

After the receipt comes out, the BEI will assist the 
voter, fold the receipt forward and cut it, give the 
receipt to the voter for checking and verifying. 

Election results are printed out in 30 copies. The 
watchers will be able to see firsthand the results 
and certified by the BEI. Once the results are printed 
out, a modem will be attached at the back of the 
machine and it will connect to the network and 
transmit results to the canvassing system.

Results sent to the canvassing system are not new 
information, so results are easily verifiable through 
the election results printed on-site.
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Q: Would boosted social media posts be 
part of the campaign expenditures?
JJ: They have to be. In 2016, napakaraming 
boosted posts but we did not come across a 
single report on internet spending. How do we 
find out? In order to boost a post, you’ve got 
to have a page in terms of service agreement, 
so your identity is more or less known. It 
means you have guaranteed that you will 
abide by the laws of the country. We have 
jurisdiction. We need to trawl the internet and 
get all of the ads and trace it back to the page 
that originated them so we know how much 
ad coverage was there during a certain period. 
We have the ability to check these ads.

ELECTION CHALLENGES IN 2019

Q: What are the biggest challenges being 
encountered this election season?
Maribel Buenaobra (MB): Cheating 
happens outside of the (PCOS) machines 
and before the elections. Candidates would 
spend millions, not for election lawyers or 
poll watchers. But they would spend millions 
giving money to families. 
Ellen Tordesillas (ET): Before [the 
automated elections], the cheating was in the 
counting. Personally, I don’t believe those 
people who say that cheating still happens 
in the machine. Once you cast your vote in 
the machine, ‘yun na ‘yun eh. Vote-buying—

that’s where the anomaly is. That’s where 
you’re influencing the minds of the people.
Richard Amazona (RA): The young people 
are aggressive in terms of informing the voters 
that it’s their right to really go out and vote. 
We had a voters education event in Tawi-Tawi, 
Basilan, and Sulu, and one of the concerns of 
the young people is that they were actually 
threatened for going out and conducting voters 
education campaign. These young people were 
explaining to the communities the negative 
effects of vote-buying. As part of the modules, 
our group explains that if a certain candidate 
provided you P1,500 for that vote, we divide 
P1,500 for three years and explain the value 
of that vote for just one day. Sinasabi ng mga 
kabataang ito na huwag na silang maniwala sa 
P1,500 na binibigay ng mga kandidato. 
ET: The biggest election fraud these days is 
fake news. Recent survey showed that most 
of the fake news being spread are political 
[in nature]. The report showed that makers of 
online disinformation rely on three techniques: 
faking or inventing information, misleading 
readers by subtle manipulation of facts, and 
making false claims using real events.
JJ: The question of authenticity on social 
media, there are some candidates that you 
know are very real (on social media) and these 
are the ones who started early pero be wary 
of those who just popped on social media 
especially those with very polished presences. 
Social media is now part of the arsenal of any 
PR company.
RA: Social media are considered marketplaces 
of anything you’d like to know. In terms of 
fake news and trolling, masyadong rampant 
on Facebook. It’s because Facebook is now 
considered the one having the bigger and easier 
access. 

Q: What can be done to make sure that 
candidates will focus on issues and not 
just make a spectacle out of the official 
campaign?
JJ: There is not a lot that can be done in terms 
of the behavior of the candidates. Candidates 
are like ants. Ants are motivated by their desire 
to survive. They’re basically monomatic. They 
have one goal and one goal only. For many of 
them, the biggest thing really is to win, and 
to stay in power. In order to do that, they will 
adopt the easiest route always. Always, they 
will avoid debates. They will dumb down the 
conversation because it’s much easier to sell 

“Despite the reputation of automation, the fact remains that, internationally, 
it is looked up to as a good experience and it is an experience that we want to 
continue towards the future,” says Atty. James Jimenez.
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a dancing girl than a well-reasoned platform 
and beautifully argued policy point. They will 
always follow that path. The only way to fix 
that is if you make that path not the easiest. 
The solution is for people to reject all of the 
bread and circuses being thrown their way. 

CHOOSING WHO TO ELECT

Q: What should be considered when voting 
and how do we elevate the level of discourse 
during the campaign period?
RA: We developed a CHANGE scorecard for 
one to be guided as to who to vote for and what 
to consider. C stands for Competency or the 
backgrounds and experiences of the candidate. 
H is for Honesty, so we consider SALNs for 
current leaders and for those who are new 
to the political arena. A for Accountability 
and N for being Non-partisan. Once elected, 
would they still adhere to the policies of their 
political party or would they have their own 
stand in terms of different issues? G is for 
Good Governance aspect and E for Enabling 
factor. In terms of proposed agenda, do they 
have enabling spaces for young people and 
discussions?

In terms of party list groups, we recommend 
especially to fi rst-time voters na simulan n’yo 
muna what issues you would like to champion. 
Select the party list group that represents                  
your issues.
MB: What would be the criteria for you to 
choose your candidate? We have the 3Ks—
Karakter, Kakayahan, at Katapatan. It’s very 

traditional but it’s one way for you to show 
your love for country. You show your love for 
your country by exercising your right to vote 
and using informed decision-making. Knowing 
and assessing your candidates—tapat ba sila sa 
bayan? Are they going to make our lives better or 
not?
ET: Know your candidates and put importance on 
the honesty of these people. 
JJ: Pansinin ninyo lahat ng sinabi nila tungkol 
sa kandidato. Pero tandaan n’yo lalo na kapag 
bumoto sa local chief executive, hindi s’ya ang 
nagpapatakbo ng buong gobyerno. S’ya ang 
naga-appoint at doon minsan [nagkakamali.] The 
point is, when you make your choices, also pay 
attention to his policies. How is he going to now 
make that a reality? He will do that by appointing 
people that he knows. Ingat tayo dyan. Never 
forget that when deciding. 

The actual ballot to be used during the elections is 20 
inches. ARMM ballot is 25 inches since there are more 
candidates. 

The QR Code identifies the ballot as authentic. There 
is a UV mark in the ballot that serves as an additional 
authentication. Voters are advised not to write anything 
extra or outside the prescribed shading to avoid hitting 
the UV mark and being rejected.

Voting ovals have to be shaded using the official 
COMELEC marking pen.

Shade at least 25% of the oval. COMELEC recommends 
100% shading to make it readable.

Do not over vote. If you over vote, votes for that position 
will no longer be counted. Votes for other position that 
isn’t over voted, will remain good.

PCOS/VCM Reminders
Insert the ballot in the machine. After the ballot is 
read, the machine will process the ballot and then a 
receipt will come out.

After the receipt comes out, the BEI will assist the 
voter, fold the receipt forward and cut it, give the 
receipt to the voter for checking and verifying. 

Election results are printed out in 30 copies. The 
watchers will be able to see firsthand the results 
and certified by the BEI. Once the results are printed 
out, a modem will be attached at the back of the 
machine and it will connect to the network and 
transmit results to the canvassing system.

Results sent to the canvassing system are not new 
information, so results are easily verifiable through 
the election results printed on-site.
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• COC forms are available at the Comelec offi ces or can be downloaded from the Comelec 
website.

• 5 copies of COC should be accomplished and personally fi led by the candidate or through a 
duly-authorized representative. It should also be sworn to before a notary public or any offi cial 
authorized to administer oath, except Comelec employees (even in their capacities as notary 
public). 

• There is no fi ling fee, but a P30 documentary stamp must be attached to the original copy of 
the COC. The documentary stamp tax number should be written on the rest of the copies.

• Candidates must attach a passport-size photograph taken within the last 6 months. They may 
also attach a bio-data, and his/her program of government not exceeding 100 words. 

• Except for independent candidates, the COC should be fi led along with the sworn Certifi cate 
of Nomination and Acceptance (CONA) from the aspirant’s political party or coalition.

• COCs fi led by mail, email, or fax will not be accepted.
• A candidate can run for only one elective offi ce.
• Candidates who are dual citizens should declare in their COC that they have renounced their 

foreign citizenship, in accordance with a recent Comelec resolution.
• Any COC fi led with the incorrect offi ce shall be deemed not fi led.
• Appointive offi cials who fi led their COC will be deemed resigned from their posts and must 

vacate these at the start of the day of the fi ling of COC.

#1
CANDIDACY

#2
CAMPAIGN 

PERIOD

Allowed Election Propaganda
Rules and Regulations implementing Republic Act No. 9006, 

otherwise known as the “Fair Elections Act”

Candidates may not campaign on Maundy Thursday (April 18), Good Friday (April 19), 
Election Eve (May 12), and Election Day (May 13)

Senator and Party-List
February 12 - May 11

Members of the House of Representatives, Regional, 
Provincial, City, and Municipal Offi cials

February 12 - May 11

CAMPAIGN PERIOD

Guidelines for the filing of COC:

VOTING 101

What Voters Need To Know
PHVOTE 2019

Here are tips on how to have a hassle-free voting experience.

Posters not exceeding 
2’ x 3’

Streamers not exceeding 
3’ x 8’ for public meeting 

or rallies

Pamphlets, leafl ets, cards 
decals, stickers, other 

written/printed materials 
not exceeding 8.5” x 14” Motorcades

Paid ads in print or 
broadcast media, subject 

to requirements of the 
Commission on Elections

Handwritten or printed 
letters

The PCOS Machines

#3
THE 

SYSTEM

1. When polls close, the 
PCOS machines transmit 
the vote counts, also 
known as election returns 
or ERs, to the different 
servers and canvassing 
centers in the AES.
2. Then the electronic 
results transmission service 
(ERTS) handles the actual 
transmission of votes.
3. From the PCOS 
machines, the ERs are 
transmitted to the central 
server, to a transparency 
server, and to the municipal 
board of canvassers 
(MBOC).
4. From the MBOC, the 

results are transmitted to the 
provincial board of canvassers 
(PBOC), where the results are 
collated and then transmitted to 
the national board of canvassers 
(NBOC), where the results for 
national positions are canvassed.

Canvassing, 
Transmission

These “iButtons” are used by the Board of Elections Inspectors (BEIs) to 
activate the most widely-known component of the current AES: its voting 
machine, popularly known in the Philippines as the precinct count optical 
scan (PCOS) machine, now known as vote counting machines or VCMs).

This software, as well as those used by other components of the 
AES, shall go through source code reviews and certifi cations. It should be 
conducted by an international certifi cation entity. The source codes should 
also be opened to accredited local groups and organizations.

The PCOS Machines

#4
VOTE

WISELY

• Come early. Voting is 
only from 6 am to 5 pm.

• Make sure you are at 
the right place. Look for 
your name in the voters’ 
list posted near the 
precinct. 

• You can bring a list 
of your candidates 
for your personal 
guidance, however, you 
cannot bring campaign 
materials. 

• When you receive your 
ballot, make sure it is 
new and untampered.

Few reminders before 
the actual voting

On actual voting:
• Go to your designated polling precinct anytime between 

6 am and 5 pm. If polling precinct is full, stay in the 
designated holding area. 

• Once inside the designated polling precinct, approach the 
desk with the voters’ list and look for your name, affi x your 
signature beside your name in the list.

• Proceed to the designated voting area, where you will shade 
the ovals beside the name of the candidates in the ballot.

• After accomplishing the ballot, approach the 
PCOS, insert the ballot, and wait until the message: 
“CONGRATULATIONS! YOUR VOTE HAS BEEN 
REGISTERED.”

• Give the ballot secrecy folder and marking pen to the BEI, 
who will then apply indelible ink on your right forefi nger nail.

• You will be instructed to go near the Voter’s Receipt 
Receptacle located beside the VCM. Drop your receipt on 
the Voter’s Receipt Receptacle. Do not take your receipt 
with you when you leave the precinct. If you do, you can go 
to jail.

• Leave the polling precinct. Only voters casting their votes 
and other authorized personnel shall stay inside the 
precinct.

• REMEMBER TO VOTE WISELY!                    LEAGUE   21    

• COC forms are available at the Comelec offi ces or can be downloaded from the Comelec 
website.

• 5 copies of COC should be accomplished and personally fi led by the candidate or through a 
duly-authorized representative. It should also be sworn to before a notary public or any offi cial 
authorized to administer oath, except Comelec employees (even in their capacities as notary 
public). 

• There is no fi ling fee, but a P30 documentary stamp must be attached to the original copy of 
the COC. The documentary stamp tax number should be written on the rest of the copies.

• Candidates must attach a passport-size photograph taken within the last 6 months. They may 
also attach a bio-data, and his/her program of government not exceeding 100 words. 

• Except for independent candidates, the COC should be fi led along with the sworn Certifi cate 
of Nomination and Acceptance (CONA) from the aspirant’s political party or coalition.

• COCs fi led by mail, email, or fax will not be accepted.
• A candidate can run for only one elective offi ce.
• Candidates who are dual citizens should declare in their COC that they have renounced their 

foreign citizenship, in accordance with a recent Comelec resolution.
• Any COC fi led with the incorrect offi ce shall be deemed not fi led.
• Appointive offi cials who fi led their COC will be deemed resigned from their posts and must 

vacate these at the start of the day of the fi ling of COC.

#1
CANDIDACY

#2
CAMPAIGN 

PERIOD

Allowed Election Propaganda
Rules and Regulations implementing Republic Act No. 9006, 

otherwise known as the “Fair Elections Act”

Candidates may not campaign on Maundy Thursday (April 18), Good Friday (April 19), 
Election Eve (May 12), and Election Day (May 13)

Senator and Party-List
February 12 - May 11

Members of the House of Representatives, Regional, 
Provincial, City, and Municipal Offi cials

February 12 - May 11

CAMPAIGN PERIOD

Guidelines for the filing of COC:
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The Philippine National Police is taking bold 
steps in building a more credible police force

POLICING 
THE POLICE

BY CYNTHIA U. SANTIAGO AND RHODA OSALVO                
PHOTOGRAPHS BY ED L. SANTIAGO

PHOTOGRAPH FROM PNP FACEBOOK

Despite pronouncements that PNP 
values life and human rights, 
statistics say that more than 60% 
of the population believe our 

policemen are involved in EJK and are engaged 
in the illegal drug trade—this is according to 
the SWS (Social Weather Stations) survey done 
in December 2018.    

And just as PNP Chief Police General 
Oscar Albayalde finished explaining how the 
independent pollster should frame a particular 
question in the same survey—so that 78% of 
Filipinos (up by 5 points since the survey was 
done in June 2017) wouldn’t say they’re afraid 
of dying in the hands of authorities without 
legal process—came the news on Pasay cops 
caught through an entrapment operation after 
demanding money from a drug suspect in 
exchange for the latter’s freedom. 

Actually, only one was captured, the others 
got away. (How and why is another story.)

True to form, the disciplinarian General 
Albayalde vowing to do internal cleansing in 
his agency when he came in last year, ordered 
the relief of Eastern Police District director 
Brigadier General Bernabe Balba and Pasay 
City Police Station commander Colonel Noel 
Flores. Though these two officers are with 
good records, the police chief, who is said 
to have been chosen by President Rodrigo 
Duterte as Dela Rosa’s successor for his 
strictness, couldn’t tolerate men sleeping in 
their jobs.  

 
ENTER P.A.T.R.O.L. PLAN 2030  
This damaging image of law enforcers has 
been nagging the agency and it was probably 
at its lowest in 2013 when the anti-corruption 

watchdog Transparency International came 
and found the PNP garnering 69% as the 
most corrupt institution according to public 
perception. 

Something must be done. PNP’s answer 
is the P.A.T.R.O.L. Plan 2030 or Peace 
and Order Agenda for Transformation of 
Law—a long-term program that aims for 
a highly capable, effective, and credible 
police service by the said year. It is the 
police force’s change agenda—a remedy to 
deal with the prevalent problems hounding 
the police force, especially those that have 
resulted in the public’s dismay with our 
country’s law enforcers, if not a total loss of 
confidence in them. 

On October 22, 2018, the PNP and its 
team of advisers presented the program at 
the Bulong Pulungan, the media forum in 
Sofitel Manila.

THE ROLE OF ADVISORY COUNCILS
Local governments play a key role in the 
PNP enhancement program. To ensure 
its success, the PNP formed the National 
Advisory Group for Police Transformation 
and Development (NAGPTD), or NAG 
for short, which has set various Advisory 
Councils comprised of sectoral leaders, 
experts, and highly accomplished 
individuals chosen for their integrity, 
probity, and leadership from various cities 
and municipalities.

Prudencio Gesta, NAG chairman, 
says the Advisory Councils—composed 
of 16,000 people across all levels of the 

organization, from the national level down 
to the municipal police stations—provide the 
PNP insights and new perspectives to guide 
the organization on its management decisions. 
It also has an important watchdog-oversight 
role, helping to ensure transparency and 
accountability in the police service. Moreover, 
each Council provides feedback on the 
performance level of the PNP, and, at the same 
time, help the agency to move toward the 
attainment of its vision.

UNDERSTANDING THE PLAN 
Angel Redoble, NAGPTD vice chairman 
for External Affairs, said the PNP based the 
Plan on the Performance Governance System 
(PGS), a management system using the 
Balanced Scorecard System (BSC) Framework 
that was developed way back in the 1990s 
by Robert Kaplan and David Norton, two 
professors at the Harvard Business School.

Kaplan and Norton noted that a major 
problem of business establishments is that the 
managers base their decisions and policies 
only on financial measures—that is, whether 
the policies will result in profits for their 
company. But it is not enough to base an 
establishment’s decisions solely on financial 
gains.

Nor does ample financial remuneration 
assure that employees will cooperate and give 
their best to fulfill their company’s goals. 
Case in point: police scalawags continue to 
pester the PNP organization despite the salary 
increases and other benefits already provided 
for them by President Duterte.

PC Superintendent Ercy Nanette 
Madriaga, chief of the Organization 
Alignment Division of the Center for 
Police Strategy Management

Angel Redoble, NAGPTD vice 
chairman for External Affairs

Police Senior Superintendent 
Noel Baraceros, director of the 
PNP Center for Police Strategy 
Management (CPSM)

Prudencio Gesta, NAGPTD chairman
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establishment’s decisions solely on financial 
gains.

Nor does ample financial remuneration 
assure that employees will cooperate and give 
their best to fulfill their company’s goals. 
Case in point: police scalawags continue to 
pester the PNP organization despite the salary 
increases and other benefits already provided 
for them by President Duterte.

PC Superintendent Ercy Nanette 
Madriaga, chief of the Organization 
Alignment Division of the Center for 
Police Strategy Management

Angel Redoble, NAGPTD vice 
chairman for External Affairs

Police Senior Superintendent 
Noel Baraceros, director of the 
PNP Center for Police Strategy 
Management (CPSM)

Prudencio Gesta, NAGPTD chairman
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The Philippine National Police is taking bold 
steps in building a more credible police force

POLICING 
THE POLICE

BY CYNTHIA U. SANTIAGO AND RHODA OSALVO                
PHOTOGRAPHS BY ED L. SANTIAGO

PHOTOGRAPH FROM PNP FACEBOOK

Despite pronouncements that PNP 
values life and human rights, 
statistics say that more than 60% 
of the population believe our 

policemen are involved in EJK and are engaged 
in the illegal drug trade—this is according to 
the SWS (Social Weather Stations) survey done 
in December 2018.    

And just as PNP Chief Police General 
Oscar Albayalde finished explaining how the 
independent pollster should frame a particular 
question in the same survey—so that 78% of 
Filipinos (up by 5 points since the survey was 
done in June 2017) wouldn’t say they’re afraid 
of dying in the hands of authorities without 
legal process—came the news on Pasay cops 
caught through an entrapment operation after 
demanding money from a drug suspect in 
exchange for the latter’s freedom. 

Actually, only one was captured, the others 
got away. (How and why is another story.)

True to form, the disciplinarian General 
Albayalde vowing to do internal cleansing in 
his agency when he came in last year, ordered 
the relief of Eastern Police District director 
Brigadier General Bernabe Balba and Pasay 
City Police Station commander Colonel Noel 
Flores. Though these two officers are with 
good records, the police chief, who is said 
to have been chosen by President Rodrigo 
Duterte as Dela Rosa’s successor for his 
strictness, couldn’t tolerate men sleeping in 
their jobs.  

 
ENTER P.A.T.R.O.L. PLAN 2030  
This damaging image of law enforcers has 
been nagging the agency and it was probably 
at its lowest in 2013 when the anti-corruption 

watchdog Transparency International came 
and found the PNP garnering 69% as the 
most corrupt institution according to public 
perception. 

Something must be done. PNP’s answer 
is the P.A.T.R.O.L. Plan 2030 or Peace 
and Order Agenda for Transformation of 
Law—a long-term program that aims for 
a highly capable, effective, and credible 
police service by the said year. It is the 
police force’s change agenda—a remedy to 
deal with the prevalent problems hounding 
the police force, especially those that have 
resulted in the public’s dismay with our 
country’s law enforcers, if not a total loss of 
confidence in them. 

On October 22, 2018, the PNP and its 
team of advisers presented the program at 
the Bulong Pulungan, the media forum in 
Sofitel Manila.

THE ROLE OF ADVISORY COUNCILS
Local governments play a key role in the 
PNP enhancement program. To ensure 
its success, the PNP formed the National 
Advisory Group for Police Transformation 
and Development (NAGPTD), or NAG 
for short, which has set various Advisory 
Councils comprised of sectoral leaders, 
experts, and highly accomplished 
individuals chosen for their integrity, 
probity, and leadership from various cities 
and municipalities.

Prudencio Gesta, NAG chairman, 
says the Advisory Councils—composed 
of 16,000 people across all levels of the 

organization, from the national level down 
to the municipal police stations—provide the 
PNP insights and new perspectives to guide 
the organization on its management decisions. 
It also has an important watchdog-oversight 
role, helping to ensure transparency and 
accountability in the police service. Moreover, 
each Council provides feedback on the 
performance level of the PNP, and, at the same 
time, help the agency to move toward the 
attainment of its vision.

UNDERSTANDING THE PLAN 
Angel Redoble, NAGPTD vice chairman 
for External Affairs, said the PNP based the 
Plan on the Performance Governance System 
(PGS), a management system using the 
Balanced Scorecard System (BSC) Framework 
that was developed way back in the 1990s 
by Robert Kaplan and David Norton, two 
professors at the Harvard Business School.

Kaplan and Norton noted that a major 
problem of business establishments is that the 
managers base their decisions and policies 
only on financial measures—that is, whether 
the policies will result in profits for their 
company. But it is not enough to base an 
establishment’s decisions solely on financial 
gains.

Nor does ample financial remuneration 
assure that employees will cooperate and give 
their best to fulfill their company’s goals. 
Case in point: police scalawags continue to 
pester the PNP organization despite the salary 
increases and other benefits already provided 
for them by President Duterte.
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Police Senior Superintendent 
Noel Baraceros, director of the 
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PC Superintendent (retired) Rex Milton 
Dolino, NAGPTD vice chairman for  
Internal Affairs

The panelists with members of the Bulong Pulungan Core Group: (front row, from 
left) Domini Torrevillas, Rina David, PC Superintendent Ercy Nanette Madriaga 
Prudencio Gesta, PC Superintendent (retired) Rex Milton Dolino, Police Senior 
Superintendent Noel Baraceros, Jullie Yap Daza, Cynthia U. Santiago; (back row, 
from left) Saeed Daof, Deedee Siytangco, Margie Juico, and Frank Evaristo.

Margie Juico, NAGPTD treasurer

in point: police scalawags continue to pester the 
PNP organization despite the salary increases 
and other benefits already provided for them by 
President Duterte.

With the BSC, the PNP is able to set its goals 
and the transparent reporting enables the agency 
to monitor the activities of its policemen and 
ensure everyone is performing according to the 
Plan. 

Police Senior Superintendent Noel 
Baraceros, director of the PNP Center for Police 
Strategy Management (CPSM), said the Plan 
defines how the PNP effectively and efficiently 
delivers its mandate through human rights-
based and community-oriented policing.

HANDLING CASES OF                            
ERRING PERSONNEL
“We talk to them, we give them a chance to 
air their side,” said PC Superintendent Ercy 
Nanette Madriaga, chief of the Organization 
Alignment Division of the Center for Police 
Strategy Management, on handling cases of 
cops who have gone astray.

The investigation process is part of the 
Performance Governance System on which the 
Plan is anchored.

Even if an errant policeman is transferred 
to another department or area in the country, 

he brings with him his Scorecard—meaning, 
his performance continues to be monitored 
and evaluated to make sure he is working in 
accordance with the change agenda of Plan.

 
A GLIMMER OF HOPE
Margie Juico, PSCO’s former chair, and now 
NAG treasurer, is hopeful for a change of 
culture in the PNP. With the Plan in place and 
with the support from the local government 
and the community, the dream of one day 
having highly capable, effective, and credible 
police force doesn’t seem that far-fetched. 

She adds, “It’s a privilege to serve the PNP 
as a payback to the community.” 

That’s probably why the previous 
attempts to put on a good cop image have 
not been successful. The key is to involve 
the community to be part of this change. The 
community has to work hand in hand with our 
uniformed personnel and police the police. 

Then, it wouldn’t be surprising to hear 
the likes of PC Superintendent (retired) 
Rex Milton Dolino, NAG vice chairman for 
Internal Affairs, who observed that people 
relatively have high regard for the country’s 
police force. He said, “I’ve gone around the 
provinces and I’ve seen that people there love 
their police.” 

• Extensive consultation, dialogue, inter-faith, and 
multicultural mitigation—thus the establishment of 
the Advisory Councils

• Enhancing competencies, skills and capacity units 
and personnel

• Improving and integrating into the PNP systems and 
procedures

• Filling up required logistical and other enabling 
resources

What Comprises the PNP P.A.T.R.O.L. Plan 2030:
• Enhancing investigative capabilities through 

progressive training and certification of 
investigations

• Improving the collection, handling, and 
processing of evidence using scientific and 
modern technologies

• Strengthening coordination and collaboration 
with other pillars of the criminal justice system 
and other law enforcement agencies
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t h o u g h t  l e a d e r

PHILIPPINE-CHINA RELATIONS: 

On 2 December 2018, CNN Philippines held a forum 
where eight candidates for the Senate went live in 
order to answer questions regarding their candidacy. 
One of the questions asked was about political 
dynasties in the Philippines–whether or not they 

should be banned and their members constrained in their pursuit 
of political office. Two of the candidates who responded to the 
question pointed out that there was no law that prohibited political 
dynasties from running. They should, therefore, be seen in the same 
way as any other candidate and let the electorate make the decision 
on his/her worthiness. 

WHO’S AFRAID 
OF POLITICAL 
DYNASTIES? 

BY HERMAN JOSEPH S. KRAFT

The response given to the question 
is disingenuous because as with most 
things political, issues in the system 
are explained away in terms of it not 
being illegal–ignoring the essential 
difference between the letter of the 
law and the spirit of the law. Article 
II, Sec. 26 of the 1987 Constitution 
actually states that “the state shall 
guarantee equal access to opportunities 
for public service and prohibit political 
dynasties as may be defined by law.” 
By the mere fact of its inclusion in the 
Constitution, the existence of political 
dynasties was already considered at the 
time of its drafting, to be an issue in 
our political system that needed to be 
rectified legally. The phrase “as may be 
defined by law,” however, has been an 
obstacle to any attempts to reduce the 
dominance of political dynasties in the 
country’s political system. It implies 
that an enabling law must be passed 

that would explain what a dynasty is 
and the repercussions that these have 
on the political system. The legislature, 
therefore, has the responsibility to 
enact such a law–something that it has 
failed to do since 1987. This is not 
because of any lack of trying. It is just 
that any attempt to address this issue 
runs smack into the wall of self-interest 
of the members of Congress, most of 
whom belong to a political family. 
None of the bills on political dynasties 
filed in the House of Representatives 
ever made it out of committee level.

Political dynasties, families, and 
clans that have dominated politics in 
particular localities are arguably the 
most important variable in Philippine 
politics. In many ways, they take the 
place of political parties, performing 
certain key political functions that 
are normally attributed to them. 
This include leadership training (but 

    t h o u g h t  l e a d e r

only for clan members), setting up electoral 
machineries, and interest aggregation and 
articulation. As a phenomenon in Philippine 
politics, they have been the subject of 
interest for a number of scholars with books 
published regarding the dominance 
of political families 
in Philippine politics. 
Among the most 
prominent of these are 
the work of Gutierrez Eric 
on the Ninth Congress entitled 
The Ties that Bind: A guide to 
family, business, and other interests in 
the ninth House of Representatives 
(1994), and Alfred McCoy’s 
edited volume entitled An 
Anarchy of Families: 
State and Family in 
the Philippines (1994) 
have argued that family, 
politics, and business 
have merged together to 
effect a weakening of public 
institutions in the course 
of advancing self-interest 
(particularly in enabling 
the accumulation of 
private wealth). A 
collection of between 150 
to 250 families has dominated 
politics in different parts of the Philippines, 
coalescing with each other when necessary, 
and suppressing competition through bribery 
and violence. Felipe Miranda, Temario 
Rivera, and Malaya Ronas produced an edited 
volume that even went farther than merely 
asserting the links between politics and wealth 
accumulation, and their consequences. In 
Chasing the Wind (2012), they claimed that 
the dominance of these 250 families in the 
political life of the Philippines effectively 
makes it wrong for us to claim that the 
Philippine political system is democratic in 
nature. It would be more accurate to say that 
what we have is an oligarchical system.  

Why do we make such a fuss over 
political dynasties? Can we not just accept 
that candidates carrying the names of well 
known-political families have no more of 
an advantage than household names like 
actors and actresses, or other well-known 
celebrities? Why should we be concerned over 
political dynasties? 

In Political Science, scholarly works that 
have studied the issue maintain that political 
dynasties, especially at the local government 
level, imply a concentration of power that 
is tantamount to a non-competitive political 
system. This is precisely the point made 
in the Constitution–that the prohibition of 
political dynasties is necessary in order to 
“guarantee equal access to opportunities for 
public service.” In the Philippines, discussions 
and debates on democratic participation has 
focused attention on the right to vote, to make 
choices. Not that much attention has been 
given to the question of having choices. What 
would be the point of being able to make 
choices when day in and day out the choices 
are the same? Is this not pretty much the same 
as not having choices?

The Constitutional injunction recognizes 
the advantages that political dynasties have in 
electoral politics. Newbies in politics can only 
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therefore, has the responsibility to 
enact such a law–something that it has 
failed to do since 1987. This is not 
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that any attempt to address this issue 
runs smack into the wall of self-interest 
of the members of Congress, most of 
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filed in the House of Representatives 
ever made it out of committee level.
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have argued that family, 
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(particularly in enabling 
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private wealth). A 
collection of between 150 
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and suppressing competition through bribery 
and violence. Felipe Miranda, Temario 
Rivera, and Malaya Ronas produced an edited 
volume that even went farther than merely 
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Chasing the Wind (2012), they claimed that 
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penetrate the system if they align themselves 
with established political dynasties. And even 
so, especially if they exhibit a lot of capability, 
a dynasty’s family member would still be 
given preference over new talent who is not a 
blood relative. The structure of the electoral 
system in local politics is skewed in favor of 
the anointed one of a political dynasty. They 
control over a political machinery that has been 
tried and tested over successive elections, and 
the consequent advantages inherent in being 
the incumbent (dynasty). The dominance of 
a political dynasty creates a disincentive for 
aspiring candidates (no matter how qualified 
and willing to serve) from actually submitting 
their certificates of candidacy. With their 

monopoly of power, 
dynasties deprive others of 
a fair opportunity to serve, 
and effectively reduces the 
choices available to the 
electorate.

The 1987 Constitution 
also instituted term limits 
as a way of ensuring 
circulation in who holds 
political power, and who 
occupies electoral positions. 
Presidents can therefore 
serve only one term of six 
years. Senators can serve 
two consecutive terms of six 
years each, allowing them 
to continue in office for up 
to a total of 12 consecutive 
years. Member of the House 
Representatives, governors, 

and mayors are limited to three terms of three 
years each, allowing them to serve up to nine 
years at a time. However, instead of curbing 
dynasties, term limits have simply facilitated 
the emergence of political monopoly by 
dynasties (instead of single persons).

There have been arguments to the effect that 
dynastic politics allow for policy continuity 
even at the level of local communities. This 
facilitates stability, and the possibility of more 
strategic planning at the local level. Possibly, 
but not likely.

The argument on policy continuity assumes 
that the policy is good in the first place, or 
that there is even some sort of coherent policy 
that is operating. Of course there are local 
governments that have adopted policies that 
have led to clear reforms. In most cases, these 

are evident in municipalities where a modicum 
of competitive politics is present. Performance 
legitimacy, or the recognition by the people 
concerned of the success of policies, leads to 
re-election. Where there is a concentration 
of power, or where dynasties dominate, the 
preservation of power becomes the primary 
consideration. Policies on social and economic 
development become a matter of secondary 
importance, and long-term strategic goals are 
for the most part non-existent. The necessary 
but tediously excruciating reforms and decisions 
are more often than not kicked down the road 
for future reference. Consequently, development 
is arrested as populist policies with short-term 
but immediate effects given the favor. This can 
be seen in the number of scholarships, funeral 
assistance, basketball courts, and waiting 
sheds for which resources are doled out. Even 
infrastructure development is done in the 
same way–as dole outs. Hence, we often see 
cemented roads that suddenly degenerate into 
dirt roads because there was not enough money 
to complete it. Or more often, short cemented 
patches on roads that interchange with longer 
patches of dirt.   

  The monopoly on power also brings 
about access to resources, both material and 
non-material, that would allow them to also 
monopolize business opportunities. Ever notice 
how many political dynasties have construction 
companies? There has been very little attention 
given to how local government projects are 
bidded out. The monopolization of power allows 
access to lucrative government contracts and/
or opportunities to broker deals. Corruption is 
one of the consequences of the concentration of 
power, and political dynasties are conduits to 
and recipients of economic largesse.

The issues become starker with the prospect 
of a shift to federalism. It institutionalizes the 
geographic bounds of a political dynasty’s 
control. In a unitary system where central 
authority is weak, political dynasties have 
thrived quite well. What more in a political 
structure which gives significant amounts of 
political autonomy to local governments and the 
elites that dominate them? 

If Philippine democracy is to be strengthened, 
one of the key issues that needs to be resolved is 
what to do with political dynasties. 

What would 
be the point of 
being able to 
make choices 
when day in 

and day out the 
choices are the 

same? Is this 
not pretty much 
the same as not 
having choices?

FEATURES

                   LEAGUE   29    

t h o u g h t  l e a d e r

The writer is currently a Taiwan Fellow at the Center for 
Southeast Asian Studies at National Sun Yat-sen University 
in Kaohsiung, Taiwan. He is an Associate Professor at the 
Department of Political Science at the University of the 
Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City.

penetrate the system if they align themselves 
with established political dynasties. And even 
so, especially if they exhibit a lot of capability, 
a dynasty’s family member would still be 
given preference over new talent who is not a 
blood relative. The structure of the electoral 
system in local politics is skewed in favor of 
the anointed one of a political dynasty. They 
control over a political machinery that has been 
tried and tested over successive elections, and 
the consequent advantages inherent in being 
the incumbent (dynasty). The dominance of 
a political dynasty creates a disincentive for 
aspiring candidates (no matter how qualified 
and willing to serve) from actually submitting 
their certificates of candidacy. With their 

monopoly of power, 
dynasties deprive others of 
a fair opportunity to serve, 
and effectively reduces the 
choices available to the 
electorate.

The 1987 Constitution 
also instituted term limits 
as a way of ensuring 
circulation in who holds 
political power, and who 
occupies electoral positions. 
Presidents can therefore 
serve only one term of six 
years. Senators can serve 
two consecutive terms of six 
years each, allowing them 
to continue in office for up 
to a total of 12 consecutive 
years. Member of the House 
Representatives, governors, 

and mayors are limited to three terms of three 
years each, allowing them to serve up to nine 
years at a time. However, instead of curbing 
dynasties, term limits have simply facilitated 
the emergence of political monopoly by 
dynasties (instead of single persons).

There have been arguments to the effect that 
dynastic politics allow for policy continuity 
even at the level of local communities. This 
facilitates stability, and the possibility of more 
strategic planning at the local level. Possibly, 
but not likely.

The argument on policy continuity assumes 
that the policy is good in the first place, or 
that there is even some sort of coherent policy 
that is operating. Of course there are local 
governments that have adopted policies that 
have led to clear reforms. In most cases, these 

are evident in municipalities where a modicum 
of competitive politics is present. Performance 
legitimacy, or the recognition by the people 
concerned of the success of policies, leads to 
re-election. Where there is a concentration 
of power, or where dynasties dominate, the 
preservation of power becomes the primary 
consideration. Policies on social and economic 
development become a matter of secondary 
importance, and long-term strategic goals are 
for the most part non-existent. The necessary 
but tediously excruciating reforms and decisions 
are more often than not kicked down the road 
for future reference. Consequently, development 
is arrested as populist policies with short-term 
but immediate effects given the favor. This can 
be seen in the number of scholarships, funeral 
assistance, basketball courts, and waiting 
sheds for which resources are doled out. Even 
infrastructure development is done in the 
same way–as dole outs. Hence, we often see 
cemented roads that suddenly degenerate into 
dirt roads because there was not enough money 
to complete it. Or more often, short cemented 
patches on roads that interchange with longer 
patches of dirt.   

  The monopoly on power also brings 
about access to resources, both material and 
non-material, that would allow them to also 
monopolize business opportunities. Ever notice 
how many political dynasties have construction 
companies? There has been very little attention 
given to how local government projects are 
bidded out. The monopolization of power allows 
access to lucrative government contracts and/
or opportunities to broker deals. Corruption is 
one of the consequences of the concentration of 
power, and political dynasties are conduits to 
and recipients of economic largesse.

The issues become starker with the prospect 
of a shift to federalism. It institutionalizes the 
geographic bounds of a political dynasty’s 
control. In a unitary system where central 
authority is weak, political dynasties have 
thrived quite well. What more in a political 
structure which gives significant amounts of 
political autonomy to local governments and the 
elites that dominate them? 

If Philippine democracy is to be strengthened, 
one of the key issues that needs to be resolved is 
what to do with political dynasties. 

What would 
be the point of 
being able to 
make choices 
when day in 

and day out the 
choices are the 

same? Is this 
not pretty much 
the same as not 
having choices?

FEATURES

LEAGUE PUB League Magazine March-April INSIDE BINAY AND SULU.indd   28 3/25/2019   10:43:58 AM



28   LEAGUE    

PB   LEAGUE  O C T O B E R - N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8    

t h o u g h t  l e a d e r

The writer is currently a Taiwan Fellow at the Center for 
Southeast Asian Studies at National Sun Yat-sen University 
in Kaohsiung, Taiwan. He is an Associate Professor at the 
Department of Political Science at the University of the 
Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City.

penetrate the system if they align themselves 
with established political dynasties. And even 
so, especially if they exhibit a lot of capability, 
a dynasty’s family member would still be 
given preference over new talent who is not a 
blood relative. The structure of the electoral 
system in local politics is skewed in favor of 
the anointed one of a political dynasty. They 
control over a political machinery that has been 
tried and tested over successive elections, and 
the consequent advantages inherent in being 
the incumbent (dynasty). The dominance of 
a political dynasty creates a disincentive for 
aspiring candidates (no matter how qualified 
and willing to serve) from actually submitting 
their certificates of candidacy. With their 

monopoly of power, 
dynasties deprive others of 
a fair opportunity to serve, 
and effectively reduces the 
choices available to the 
electorate.

The 1987 Constitution 
also instituted term limits 
as a way of ensuring 
circulation in who holds 
political power, and who 
occupies electoral positions. 
Presidents can therefore 
serve only one term of six 
years. Senators can serve 
two consecutive terms of six 
years each, allowing them 
to continue in office for up 
to a total of 12 consecutive 
years. Member of the House 
Representatives, governors, 

and mayors are limited to three terms of three 
years each, allowing them to serve up to nine 
years at a time. However, instead of curbing 
dynasties, term limits have simply facilitated 
the emergence of political monopoly by 
dynasties (instead of single persons).

There have been arguments to the effect that 
dynastic politics allow for policy continuity 
even at the level of local communities. This 
facilitates stability, and the possibility of more 
strategic planning at the local level. Possibly, 
but not likely.

The argument on policy continuity assumes 
that the policy is good in the first place, or 
that there is even some sort of coherent policy 
that is operating. Of course there are local 
governments that have adopted policies that 
have led to clear reforms. In most cases, these 

are evident in municipalities where a modicum 
of competitive politics is present. Performance 
legitimacy, or the recognition by the people 
concerned of the success of policies, leads to 
re-election. Where there is a concentration 
of power, or where dynasties dominate, the 
preservation of power becomes the primary 
consideration. Policies on social and economic 
development become a matter of secondary 
importance, and long-term strategic goals are 
for the most part non-existent. The necessary 
but tediously excruciating reforms and decisions 
are more often than not kicked down the road 
for future reference. Consequently, development 
is arrested as populist policies with short-term 
but immediate effects given the favor. This can 
be seen in the number of scholarships, funeral 
assistance, basketball courts, and waiting 
sheds for which resources are doled out. Even 
infrastructure development is done in the 
same way–as dole outs. Hence, we often see 
cemented roads that suddenly degenerate into 
dirt roads because there was not enough money 
to complete it. Or more often, short cemented 
patches on roads that interchange with longer 
patches of dirt.   

  The monopoly on power also brings 
about access to resources, both material and 
non-material, that would allow them to also 
monopolize business opportunities. Ever notice 
how many political dynasties have construction 
companies? There has been very little attention 
given to how local government projects are 
bidded out. The monopolization of power allows 
access to lucrative government contracts and/
or opportunities to broker deals. Corruption is 
one of the consequences of the concentration of 
power, and political dynasties are conduits to 
and recipients of economic largesse.

The issues become starker with the prospect 
of a shift to federalism. It institutionalizes the 
geographic bounds of a political dynasty’s 
control. In a unitary system where central 
authority is weak, political dynasties have 
thrived quite well. What more in a political 
structure which gives significant amounts of 
political autonomy to local governments and the 
elites that dominate them? 

If Philippine democracy is to be strengthened, 
one of the key issues that needs to be resolved is 
what to do with political dynasties. 

What would 
be the point of 
being able to 
make choices 
when day in 

and day out the 
choices are the 

same? Is this 
not pretty much 
the same as not 
having choices?
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THE MOST LIST
Which province in the Philippines is the richest, largest, most 

populated, has the most number of barangays, is the most 
business-friendly, produces the highest amount of rice, is the 

most competitive, and is the most popular tourist destination? 
We give you a quick rundown of these provinces:

BY ROSY MINA(Province Edition)

1. PINAKAMAYAMAN/ Richest Province

2. PINAKAMALAKI/Largest Province
Palawan, with a land area of more than 14 square 
kilometers, is the largest province in the country. It 
has a population of over 850,000 based on the 2015 
census report of the Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA). It has a lone city, the independent capital, 
Puerto Princesa, and 23 municipalities. 

Palawan is home to a vast range of natural 
resources. Its highest peak is Mount Mantalingajan, 
which stands at 6,840 feet. It has the Calauit Game 
Preserve and Wildlife Sanctuary, El Nido Marine 
Reserve Park, Ursula Island, Rasa Island Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Malampaya Sound Protected Landscape 
and Seascape, Coron Reefs, and two UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites—Tubbataha Reef Marine Park and 
Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park.

The Queen City of the South continues to reign 
supreme over the whole archipelago as it tops the list 
of wealthiest provinces. Cebu has assets amounting to 
P34.14 billion, according to the 2017 annual financial 
report of the Commission on Audit (COA). It was also 
the richest province in 2017 with P32.43 billion.

The P1.7 billion increase in Cebu’s assets from 2016 
to 2017 is higher by P1.7 billion shows how formidable 
and driven the provincial government is. Cebu lords 
over all other provinces as its assets are three times 
more than that of Rizal, the second in the wealthiest 
provinces list, which has assets of P18.95 billion.

With added business expansions all throughout the 
province, plus the new Mactan-Cebu International 
Airport Terminal 2, Cebu is all set for greater heights 
and even higher assets.
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THE MOST LIST The province with the highest population is Cavite. 
According to the 2015 census report of the PSA, the 
Southern Luzon province had 3.68 million people with a 
population density of around 2,300 inhabitants per square 
kilometer. 

This number is expected to increase because of the rapid 
birth rates plus the continuous migration of Metro Manila 
residents to Cavite. The proximity of Cavite to Metro Manila 
has made it a favored province to transfer to.

In addition, more people move to Cavite because of 
its continuous economic boom especially in real estate, 
business, industries, and infrastructure. The 2015 PSA 
census report notes that Bulacan is a close second with 
3.29 million people, while Laguna comes in third with 3.04 
million people.

4. PINAKAMARAMING BARANGAY/Province with the Most Barangays

5. PINAKA-BUSINESS FRIENDLY/Most Business-Friendly Province

3. PINAKAMARAMING TAO/Most Populated Province

Have you ever wondered which province has the 
largest number of barangays? The biggest or most 
populated province does not necessarily have 
the highest number of barangays, as revealed 
in a report from the Commission on Elections 
(COMELEC). 

Iloilo comes out on top with 1,901 barangays. It 
edged out fellow Visayan provinces Leyte, which 
has 1,641 barangays, and Cebu, which has 1,203 
barangays. These figures (as of August 2015) were 
taken from the COMELEC Statistics for the 2016 
national and local elections. 

The simplicity of starting a business and the ease of 
operating it are serious considerations for entrepreneurs. 
They obviously want business processes to be 
uncomplicated, quick, and streamlined.
Such can be experienced in Bohol, as it was hailed the 
Most Business-Friendly Province by the Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI) in 2017. It 
bested 13 finalists because of its various reforms in good 
governance.

Bohol was able to post developments in the criteria of 
inter-local government relation; public-private partnership; 
micro, small, and medium enterprises; trade, investments, 
and tourism promotions; and quality management system, 
innovations, and human resources.
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8. MAY PINAKAMARAMING TURISTA/Province Visited by the Most Tourists 

6. PINAKAMARAMING NAANING PALAY/The Top Rice-Producing Province

7. PINAKA-COMPETITIVE/Most Competitive Province

The province that produces the largest amount of 
rice (palay) is none other than Nueva Ecija. The 
Rice Granary or Rice Bowl of the Philippines 
was able to harvest a yield of 1.88 million 
metric tons in 2017, as detailed by the PSA. 
The yield of Nueva Ecija makes up for about 
9.7 percent of the record-high nationwide yield 
of 19.28 million metric tons. Following Nueva 
Ecija in the list of top rice-producing provinces 
in 2017 are Isabela, with 1.29 million metric 
tons, and Pangasinan, with 1.13 million metric 
tons.

The Most Competitive Province for 2018 is Rizal, which 
has held that title for three consecutive years now. The 
province was hailed for this feat at the 6th Regional 
Competitiveness Summit.

Rizal gave yet another great performance in the 
aspects of resiliency, infrastructure, government 
efficiency, and economic dynamism, based on the results 
of the 2018 Cities and Municipalities Index (CMCI) of 
the National Competitiveness Council.

Rizal towns, Taytay and Cainta, were also recognized 
for their developments in the 1st and 2nd Class 
Municipalities category. Taytay was second while Cainta 
was first in the rankings for economic dynamism. Taytay 
scored a top ranking in overall competitiveness and 
resiliency, while Cainta placed third in infrastructure and 
second in overall competitiveness. 

The influx of tourists offers a big boost to the 
country’s economy. Thanks to the efforts of 
Camarines Sur, the province has become the top 
tourist destination in the Philippines. The PSA noted 
that in 2015, around 2.06 million visitors flocked to 
the renowned watersports destination. 

The visitor count is composed of 1,232 overseas 
Filipino workers, 393,014 foreigners, and 1,668,223 
local travelers. The popular tourist spots in Camarines 
Sur include the CamSur Watersports Complex 
(CWC), Naga City, Our Lady of Peñafrancia church, 
Lake Buhi, Mount Asog, Mount Isarog, and Caramoan 
Island, which was a location of the popular reality 
television show, “Survivor.”
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9.7 percent of the record-high nationwide yield 
of 19.28 million metric tons. Following Nueva 
Ecija in the list of top rice-producing provinces 
in 2017 are Isabela, with 1.29 million metric 
tons, and Pangasinan, with 1.13 million metric 
tons.

The Most Competitive Province for 2018 is Rizal, which 
has held that title for three consecutive years now. The 
province was hailed for this feat at the 6th Regional 
Competitiveness Summit.

Rizal gave yet another great performance in the 
aspects of resiliency, infrastructure, government 
efficiency, and economic dynamism, based on the results 
of the 2018 Cities and Municipalities Index (CMCI) of 
the National Competitiveness Council.

Rizal towns, Taytay and Cainta, were also recognized 
for their developments in the 1st and 2nd Class 
Municipalities category. Taytay was second while Cainta 
was first in the rankings for economic dynamism. Taytay 
scored a top ranking in overall competitiveness and 
resiliency, while Cainta placed third in infrastructure and 
second in overall competitiveness. 

The influx of tourists offers a big boost to the 
country’s economy. Thanks to the efforts of 
Camarines Sur, the province has become the top 
tourist destination in the Philippines. The PSA noted 
that in 2015, around 2.06 million visitors flocked to 
the renowned watersports destination. 

The visitor count is composed of 1,232 overseas 
Filipino workers, 393,014 foreigners, and 1,668,223 
local travelers. The popular tourist spots in Camarines 
Sur include the CamSur Watersports Complex 
(CWC), Naga City, Our Lady of Peñafrancia church, 
Lake Buhi, Mount Asog, Mount Isarog, and Caramoan 
Island, which was a location of the popular reality 
television show, “Survivor.”
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THE TIDE TURNS
BY MAIELLE MONTAYRE
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Hadji Panglima Tahil, Sulu Mayor Abraham 
‘Jess’ Burahan on changing preconceived 
notions about Muslims, and promoting 
peace and unity among Filipinos.
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THE TIDE TURNS

At the southern tip of the 
Philippines, seemingly at the 
edge of the world, lies the 
quiet, picturesque coastal 
town of Hadji Panglima 

Tahil. It is a cluster of islands found in the Sulu 
Archipelago, surrounded by pristine, azure 
waters and guarding precious aquatic gardens 
of the sea. Notwithstanding existing prejudices 
about the conflict in the area, this small seaside 
municipality lives to prove that peace, beauty, 
and wonder do exist in the province of Sulu.

THE ISLETS AT THE SOUTHERN TIP
The Municipality of Hadji Panglima Tahil is 

located in the first district of the island province 
of Sulu. Formerly known as Marunggas, it was 
renamed in November 13, 1995. According to 
the current town mayor, Abraham Burahan, 
the ‘Hadji Panglima’ is said to be a title more 
powerful than king. The coastal municipality 
is about half an hour boat ride from the capital 
of Jolo. As a sixth class municipality, it has a 
population of around 6,375 spread throughout 
five barangays, covering a land area of around 

68 kilometers. There are Tausugs, Badjaos, 
Christians, and even Ilonggo people living in 
the locality. While each barangay does not share 
a common border with the other barangays, 
the islets are in close proximity to one another, 
around three to five minutes by speedboat.

The main industry of Hadji Panglima Tahil 
is seaweed farming with farms on shallow 
waters. There is a business on buying and 
selling seaweed products. Because of the 
town’s 11 islets, the locals have a vast and wide 
fishing ground. “Nililigawan kami ng big-time 
fisherman para pumasok, to share in the profit 
pero hindi namin ginagawa kasi kawawa ang 
mga stakeholders doon. (Big-time fishermen 
entice us to allow them entry by having a share 
in the profits but we don’t let them do so for 
the sake of our local fishermen),” Mayor 
Burahan says. The palakaya is the archaic term 
for the fishing boat used by the locals. “[Sa 
lugar namin, ang mga tao doon] hanapbuhay 
lamang tapos kain, tapos hanapbuhay uli 
(Because it’s a rural area, the locals simply live 
day to day by earning a living),” the local chief 
executive explains.

PHOTO BY WENG CAJUCOM BULAON ON FACEBOOK
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Hadji Panglima Tahil has a flea market, 
although only for a specific day of the week. 
Because of the town’s proximity to the capital 
of Jolo, the locals visit the capital town almost 
daily. “Doon sila namamalengke, pero kapag 
isda, mas mura sa amin. May mga tao din 
galing sa town namimili sa amin (The locals go 
to the capital to buy what they need, but when 
it comes to fish, ours is cheaper. There are also 
people from the capital who buy from us),” 
Mayor Burahan says.

Although the town is a fishing village, 
pyanggang or chicken in blackened coconut 
curry is said to be the local delicacy. As a 
result, Mayor Burahan established Our Zen 
Chicken to promote trading of poultry.

Basic infrastructures and roadworks exist 
in the small municipality. Houses on stilts and 
wooden footbridges connecting the many sitios 
paint the picture of a rural area, with no major 
establishments. Despite the topography of 
islets, communication and crossings are not a 
problem for the local government unit (LGU). 
The neighboring municipality of Pangutaran–
also a cluster of islets farther from Jolo–is 

easily assisted by locals of Hadji Panglima 
Tahil, allowed to dock on the islets in case of 
rough or turbulent waters. The locals in the 
Sulu Archipelago have, thus, learned to live 
together by the sea, far from the urban cities.

THE ISLANDER IN THE LEAGUE
A native of Jolo, Sulu, Mayor Burahan 
began his political career in 1995 as mayor 
before serving as an assemblyman for two 
terms during the term of then-Governor 
of the Autonomous Region of Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM) Nur Misuari. In 1998, 
he became a chapter president for the League 
of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP) 
with then-San Juan Mayor Jinggoy Ejercito 
Estrada as the LMP National President. The 
LMP is an organization of municipalities 
created by Republic Act No. 7160 or the Local 
Government Code of 1991. It is organized into 
provincial and national chapters. 

Mayor Burahan was made Chair of the 
Committee on Defense of the LMP by Estrada, 
a well-received honor despite being a small 
town mayor from the province of Sulu. From 
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there, Mayor Burahan became part of the LMP 
National Directorate. Beginning 2008, he was a 
chapter president for three terms unopposed. In 
2010, he was elected mayor of Hadji Panglima 
Tahil. Two years later, he was made Deputy 
Secretary General of the LMP before becoming 
LMP Secretary General in 2013. Thereafter, he 
was re-appointed as LMP Secretary General 
in 2016 by LMP National President Mayor 
Maria Fe “Bubut” Villar-Brondial of Socorro, 
Oriental Mindoro.

“To become the Sec Gen of the League [is 
possibly my biggest personal achievement]. To 
serve for a second term, which is the first time 
a Sec Gen served for two terms, tapos Muslim 
pa ako (and considering I’m a Muslim),” 
Mayor Burahan says. The LMP Secretary 
General is chosen from among the national 
members of the League for a three-year term, 
tasked to handle the daily affairs of the LMP. “I 
manage the office. I represent LMP on behalf 
of the national president. Kapag kailangan, 
umiikot kami, may mga konting problema na-
sesettle na. Kami gumigitna kasi organisasyon 
ito ng mga munisipyo (When the need arises, 
we go around the regions and settle problems 
that may arise. We mediate since this is an 
organization of municipalities),” the LMP 
Secretary General explains. For instance, 
during the declaration of Martial Law in 
Mindanao, the LMP visited the region to liaise 
and resolve misunderstandings between the 
Philippine National Police (PNP) and the local 
government units (LGUs).

“I was given a chance to properly represent 
the Muslim people. It’s a leverage because 
I’m able to serve my colleagues and my town. 
When people say, ‘the mayor there is the Sec 
Gen of the League,’ I see that as an advantage. 
But what’s more important to me is that I’m a 
Muslim, and I was able to show I’m good to 
work with,” Burahan says.

As municipal mayor of Hadji Panglima 
Tahil and LMP Secretary General, Burahan 
divides his time between his local town in the 
provincial Sulu and metropolitan Quezon City, 
Metro Manila where the LMP headquarters 
is located. “Ang lamang ko kasi, yung town 
namin, very peaceful siya tapos functional. Si 
Vice ang namamahala kapag wala ako. Alam 
niya ang paraan ng pagsuporta sa akin (My 
advantage is that our town is peaceful and 
functional. Vice-Mayor Nasia Galib is the one 
in charge while I’m out of town. She is very 
supportive).”

“I was given a chance to properly 
represent the Muslim people. It’s a 

leverage because I’m able to serve my 
colleagues and my town. When people 
say, ‘the mayor there is the Sec Gen of 

the League,’ I see that as an advantage. 
But what‘s more important to me is that 
I’m a Muslim, and I was able to show I’m 

good to work with.”
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together by the sea, far from the urban cities.

THE ISLANDER IN THE LEAGUE
A native of Jolo, Sulu, Mayor Burahan 
began his political career in 1995 as mayor 
before serving as an assemblyman for two 
terms during the term of then-Governor 
of the Autonomous Region of Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM) Nur Misuari. In 1998, 
he became a chapter president for the League 
of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP) 
with then-San Juan Mayor Jinggoy Ejercito 
Estrada as the LMP National President. The 
LMP is an organization of municipalities 
created by Republic Act No. 7160 or the Local 
Government Code of 1991. It is organized into 
provincial and national chapters. 

Mayor Burahan was made Chair of the 
Committee on Defense of the LMP by Estrada, 
a well-received honor despite being a small 
town mayor from the province of Sulu. From 
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there, Mayor Burahan became part of the LMP 
National Directorate. Beginning 2008, he was a 
chapter president for three terms unopposed. In 
2010, he was elected mayor of Hadji Panglima 
Tahil. Two years later, he was made Deputy 
Secretary General of the LMP before becoming 
LMP Secretary General in 2013. Thereafter, he 
was re-appointed as LMP Secretary General 
in 2016 by LMP National President Mayor 
Maria Fe “Bubut” Villar-Brondial of Socorro, 
Oriental Mindoro.

“To become the Sec Gen of the League [is 
possibly my biggest personal achievement]. To 
serve for a second term, which is the first time 
a Sec Gen served for two terms, tapos Muslim 
pa ako (and considering I’m a Muslim),” 
Mayor Burahan says. The LMP Secretary 
General is chosen from among the national 
members of the League for a three-year term, 
tasked to handle the daily affairs of the LMP. “I 
manage the office. I represent LMP on behalf 
of the national president. Kapag kailangan, 
umiikot kami, may mga konting problema na-
sesettle na. Kami gumigitna kasi organisasyon 
ito ng mga munisipyo (When the need arises, 
we go around the regions and settle problems 
that may arise. We mediate since this is an 
organization of municipalities),” the LMP 
Secretary General explains. For instance, 
during the declaration of Martial Law in 
Mindanao, the LMP visited the region to liaise 
and resolve misunderstandings between the 
Philippine National Police (PNP) and the local 
government units (LGUs).

“I was given a chance to properly represent 
the Muslim people. It’s a leverage because 
I’m able to serve my colleagues and my town. 
When people say, ‘the mayor there is the Sec 
Gen of the League,’ I see that as an advantage. 
But what’s more important to me is that I’m a 
Muslim, and I was able to show I’m good to 
work with,” Burahan says.

As municipal mayor of Hadji Panglima 
Tahil and LMP Secretary General, Burahan 
divides his time between his local town in the 
provincial Sulu and metropolitan Quezon City, 
Metro Manila where the LMP headquarters 
is located. “Ang lamang ko kasi, yung town 
namin, very peaceful siya tapos functional. Si 
Vice ang namamahala kapag wala ako. Alam 
niya ang paraan ng pagsuporta sa akin (My 
advantage is that our town is peaceful and 
functional. Vice-Mayor Nasia Galib is the one 
in charge while I’m out of town. She is very 
supportive).”

“I was given a chance to properly 
represent the Muslim people. It’s a 

leverage because I’m able to serve my 
colleagues and my town. When people 
say, ‘the mayor there is the Sec Gen of 

the League,’ I see that as an advantage. 
But what‘s more important to me is that 
I’m a Muslim, and I was able to show I’m 

good to work with.”
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Hadji Panglima Tahil has a flea market, 
although only for a specific day of the week. 
Because of the town’s proximity to the capital 
of Jolo, the locals visit the capital town almost 
daily. “Doon sila namamalengke, pero kapag 
isda, mas mura sa amin. May mga tao din 
galing sa town namimili sa amin (The locals go 
to the capital to buy what they need, but when 
it comes to fish, ours is cheaper. There are also 
people from the capital who buy from us),” 
Mayor Burahan says.

Although the town is a fishing village, 
pyanggang or chicken in blackened coconut 
curry is said to be the local delicacy. As a 
result, Mayor Burahan established Our Zen 
Chicken to promote trading of poultry.

Basic infrastructures and roadworks exist 
in the small municipality. Houses on stilts and 
wooden footbridges connecting the many sitios 
paint the picture of a rural area, with no major 
establishments. Despite the topography of 
islets, communication and crossings are not a 
problem for the local government unit (LGU). 
The neighboring municipality of Pangutaran–
also a cluster of islets farther from Jolo–is 

easily assisted by locals of Hadji Panglima 
Tahil, allowed to dock on the islets in case of 
rough or turbulent waters. The locals in the 
Sulu Archipelago have, thus, learned to live 
together by the sea, far from the urban cities.

THE ISLANDER IN THE LEAGUE
A native of Jolo, Sulu, Mayor Burahan 
began his political career in 1995 as mayor 
before serving as an assemblyman for two 
terms during the term of then-Governor 
of the Autonomous Region of Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM) Nur Misuari. In 1998, 
he became a chapter president for the League 
of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP) 
with then-San Juan Mayor Jinggoy Ejercito 
Estrada as the LMP National President. The 
LMP is an organization of municipalities 
created by Republic Act No. 7160 or the Local 
Government Code of 1991. It is organized into 
provincial and national chapters. 

Mayor Burahan was made Chair of the 
Committee on Defense of the LMP by Estrada, 
a well-received honor despite being a small 
town mayor from the province of Sulu. From 
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there, Mayor Burahan became part of the LMP 
National Directorate. Beginning 2008, he was a 
chapter president for three terms unopposed. In 
2010, he was elected mayor of Hadji Panglima 
Tahil. Two years later, he was made Deputy 
Secretary General of the LMP before becoming 
LMP Secretary General in 2013. Thereafter, he 
was re-appointed as LMP Secretary General 
in 2016 by LMP National President Mayor 
Maria Fe “Bubut” Villar-Brondial of Socorro, 
Oriental Mindoro.

“To become the Sec Gen of the League [is 
possibly my biggest personal achievement]. To 
serve for a second term, which is the first time 
a Sec Gen served for two terms, tapos Muslim 
pa ako (and considering I’m a Muslim),” 
Mayor Burahan says. The LMP Secretary 
General is chosen from among the national 
members of the League for a three-year term, 
tasked to handle the daily affairs of the LMP. “I 
manage the office. I represent LMP on behalf 
of the national president. Kapag kailangan, 
umiikot kami, may mga konting problema na-
sesettle na. Kami gumigitna kasi organisasyon 
ito ng mga munisipyo (When the need arises, 
we go around the regions and settle problems 
that may arise. We mediate since this is an 
organization of municipalities),” the LMP 
Secretary General explains. For instance, 
during the declaration of Martial Law in 
Mindanao, the LMP visited the region to liaise 
and resolve misunderstandings between the 
Philippine National Police (PNP) and the local 
government units (LGUs).

“I was given a chance to properly represent 
the Muslim people. It’s a leverage because 
I’m able to serve my colleagues and my town. 
When people say, ‘the mayor there is the Sec 
Gen of the League,’ I see that as an advantage. 
But what’s more important to me is that I’m a 
Muslim, and I was able to show I’m good to 
work with,” Burahan says.

As municipal mayor of Hadji Panglima 
Tahil and LMP Secretary General, Burahan 
divides his time between his local town in the 
provincial Sulu and metropolitan Quezon City, 
Metro Manila where the LMP headquarters 
is located. “Ang lamang ko kasi, yung town 
namin, very peaceful siya tapos functional. Si 
Vice ang namamahala kapag wala ako. Alam 
niya ang paraan ng pagsuporta sa akin (My 
advantage is that our town is peaceful and 
functional. Vice-Mayor Nasia Galib is the one 
in charge while I’m out of town. She is very 
supportive).”

“I was given a chance to properly 
represent the Muslim people. It’s a 

leverage because I’m able to serve my 
colleagues and my town. When people 
say, ‘the mayor there is the Sec Gen of 

the League,’ I see that as an advantage. 
But what‘s more important to me is that 
I’m a Muslim, and I was able to show I’m 

good to work with.”
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Mayor Burahan trusts his employees to 
do their work so the town functions properly. 
He is a team player himself, and gives his 
employees his all-out support. “When they 
make mistakes, I tell them off. When it’s a 
little too much, I give them a warning not 
to abuse my kindness. There’s no reason for 
them not to do their work. I don’t give them 
the opportunity to reason out, ‘I won’t do 
it because I don’t have the support of the 
mayor’,” he says. The townspeople live simple 
lives, able to handle their own affairs. Any 
small concerns that may arise, such as medical 
issues, is easily addressed by the LGU.

THE MARINE TREASURES                           
OF THE ISLES
Hadji Panglima Tahil boasts of many dive sites 
and white sand beaches. Similar to the appeals 
of the Turtle Island, there are many schools 
of fish along with other exotic species, corals, 
and reefs native only to the area. Because the 
islets are promoted as dive sites, the LGU 

guards against dynamite fishing. “Our corals 
are very much preserved,” Mayor Burahan 
claims. “Yung mga divers sa ibang lugar 
nagpupunta roon, mga Davao divers, may mga 
species daw na hindi nila nakikita sa ibang 
lugar na doon lang makikita sa amin (Divers 
from other places like Davao have seen species 
that can only be found in our island),” the 
mayor adds. Mangroves, marshes, and lagoons 
add to the preserved ecosystem of the town.

Many of the locals from Sulu visit the 
island, even some from outside Sulu. Mayor 
Burahan plans to develop the area for surfing 
by the second quarter of 2019. Seeing a 
potential to boost tourism, he dreams of 
turning one of the islets into a world-class 
luxury resort. “Marami akong kaibigan taga 
rito sa Maynila na gustong pumunta doon (I 
have many friends here in Manila who want 
to go there),” he says. Intent on changing the 
commonplace impression of Muslims and 
Sulu as a war-torn area, Mayor Burahan adds, 
“Maraming magagandang beaches not only in 
my town pati sa ibang town at mga peaceful 
din sila (There are many beautiful beaches in 
my town and in other towns that are peaceful 
as well).”

THE SHADOWS OVER THE ISLAND
Despite the beauty and bounty of Hadji 
Panglima Tahil, the coastal municipality 
lives under the threat of militant groups. 
“Pwede kaming pasukin ng mga Abu Sayaff 
(We’re susceptible to the Abu Sayaff),” 
Mayor Burahan laments. Because of the many 
islets–some of which are uninhabited–the 
militants can hide in the area. In doing so, 
the municipality can be accused of being 
sympathizers. “[Ang ginagawa namin ay], 
siyempre, yung awareness namin sa lahat 
ng mga tao. Talagang iniisa-isa namin yun 
(What we do is raise awareness among the 
locals, which we do personally for each local 

 “I’m a very prayerful person. 
Every time I pray, I include the 

town in my prayers.”
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as much as possible),” the mayor explains. The 
LGU warns locals against harboring insurgents 
and rebels, and avoid becoming accomplices. 
They encourage locals to report when there are 
unfamiliar faces in the locality, since the small 
communities know each other.

There is an interagency task force that 
goes around detailing what should be done 
and what should not be done in case such a 
situation arises within the municipality. As 
a result, they have zero crime rate for more 
than ten years. “Laging maipakita ang good 
impression, even in Sulu (We try to always 
maintain that good impression). That’s [how 
we make a] difference,” Mayor Burahan says. 
“Pinipilit naming maging gunless society (We 
insist on being a gunless society),” he adds. 
However, it cannot be avoided as there are 
transients who arrive in the island although they 
eventually leave. The local police enforce peace 
and maintain order all throughout the islets. 
Together, the interagency task force promotes 
vigilance and auspicious morale within the 
municipality. “Kilala kasi ang munisipyo as 
very peaceful. Alam nilang ito ang pinaka-safe, 
na walang mangyayari (We’re known for being 
a peaceful municipality. They know that there 
are no incidents and it’s safe to be here),” he 
declares.

THE FAITH IN THE SERVICE  
In the background of the beauty and peace of 
Hadji Panglima Tahil, stands a deeply religious 
Muslim. “I’m a very prayerful person. Every 
time I pray, I include the town in my prayers,” 
Mayor Burahan declares. The local chief 
executive admits to constantly praying for a 
peaceful and safe community. In the process of 
doing so, the locals are able to emulate the same 
attitude.

For his constituents, Mayor Burahan 
wants nothing more than to deliver the basic 
services the town needs: infrastructure, 
utilities, health care, and education. “Iyon 
naman ang inaasahan ng mga constituents 
na magampanan bilang mayor (These are 
what the constituents expect the mayor to 
accomplish),” he states.

The LGU is receptive to suggestions and 
recommendations from locals, and even 
visitors from other locales. “Lahat naman tayo 
may kaniya-kaniyang expertise, talento, words 
of wisdom. Ako palaging nakikinig, palaging 
nagtatanong (We all have our own areas of 
expertise, talents, words of wisdom. I’m 

always listening, and I always ask what more 
can be done). You have nothing to lose, you 
have more to gain,” Mayor Burahan states. 
“Kaya tutulong pa rin ako sa town kahit hindi 
na ako ang mayor (This is why I will continue 
helping the town even if I’m no longer the 
mayor).”

The idyllic coastal municipality of Hadji 
Panglima Tahil continues to serve its locals, 
promoting peace within the vicinity and 
preserving its ecology. In his own right, 
Mayor Burahan has maintained peace in his 
municipality. At the same time, he is able 
to represent the Muslim people as the LMP 
Secretary General. “I’ve told my colleagues, 
maybe I was destined and meant to be the 
mayor. I am, by nature, a friendly guy, and I 
personally dislike guns,” he quips. He insists 
on prayer as a form of service to his people, 
to the League, and to the country. “I always 
wish, because wishing is just like praying. 
Always pray, become prayerful, and God will 
listen to you.”
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Mayor Burahan trusts his employees to 
do their work so the town functions properly. 
He is a team player himself, and gives his 
employees his all-out support. “When they 
make mistakes, I tell them off. When it’s a 
little too much, I give them a warning not 
to abuse my kindness. There’s no reason for 
them not to do their work. I don’t give them 
the opportunity to reason out, ‘I won’t do 
it because I don’t have the support of the 
mayor’,” he says. The townspeople live simple 
lives, able to handle their own affairs. Any 
small concerns that may arise, such as medical 
issues, is easily addressed by the LGU.

THE MARINE TREASURES                           
OF THE ISLES
Hadji Panglima Tahil boasts of many dive sites 
and white sand beaches. Similar to the appeals 
of the Turtle Island, there are many schools 
of fish along with other exotic species, corals, 
and reefs native only to the area. Because the 
islets are promoted as dive sites, the LGU 

guards against dynamite fishing. “Our corals 
are very much preserved,” Mayor Burahan 
claims. “Yung mga divers sa ibang lugar 
nagpupunta roon, mga Davao divers, may mga 
species daw na hindi nila nakikita sa ibang 
lugar na doon lang makikita sa amin (Divers 
from other places like Davao have seen species 
that can only be found in our island),” the 
mayor adds. Mangroves, marshes, and lagoons 
add to the preserved ecosystem of the town.

Many of the locals from Sulu visit the 
island, even some from outside Sulu. Mayor 
Burahan plans to develop the area for surfing 
by the second quarter of 2019. Seeing a 
potential to boost tourism, he dreams of 
turning one of the islets into a world-class 
luxury resort. “Marami akong kaibigan taga 
rito sa Maynila na gustong pumunta doon (I 
have many friends here in Manila who want 
to go there),” he says. Intent on changing the 
commonplace impression of Muslims and 
Sulu as a war-torn area, Mayor Burahan adds, 
“Maraming magagandang beaches not only in 
my town pati sa ibang town at mga peaceful 
din sila (There are many beautiful beaches in 
my town and in other towns that are peaceful 
as well).”

THE SHADOWS OVER THE ISLAND
Despite the beauty and bounty of Hadji 
Panglima Tahil, the coastal municipality 
lives under the threat of militant groups. 
“Pwede kaming pasukin ng mga Abu Sayaff 
(We’re susceptible to the Abu Sayaff),” 
Mayor Burahan laments. Because of the many 
islets–some of which are uninhabited–the 
militants can hide in the area. In doing so, 
the municipality can be accused of being 
sympathizers. “[Ang ginagawa namin ay], 
siyempre, yung awareness namin sa lahat 
ng mga tao. Talagang iniisa-isa namin yun 
(What we do is raise awareness among the 
locals, which we do personally for each local 

 “I’m a very prayerful person. 
Every time I pray, I include the 

town in my prayers,”
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as much as possible),” the mayor explains. The 
LGU warns locals against harboring insurgents 
and rebels, and avoid becoming accomplices. 
They encourage locals to report when there are 
unfamiliar faces in the locality, since the small 
communities know each other.

There is an interagency task force that 
goes around detailing what should be done 
and what should not be done in case such a 
situation arises within the municipality. As 
a result, they have zero crime rate for more 
than ten years. “Laging maipakita ang good 
impression, even in Sulu (We try to always 
maintain that good impression). That’s [how 
we make a] difference,” Mayor Burahan says. 
“Pinipilit naming maging gunless society (We 
insist on being a gunless society),” he adds. 
However, it cannot be avoided as there are 
transients who arrive in the island although they 
eventually leave. The local police enforce peace 
and maintain order all throughout the islets. 
Together, the interagency task force promotes 
vigilance and auspicious morale within the 
municipality. “Kilala kasi ang munisipyo as 
very peaceful. Alam nilang ito ang pinaka-safe, 
na walang mangyayari (We’re known for being 
a peaceful municipality. They know that there 
are no incidents and it’s safe to be here),” he 
declares.

THE FAITH IN THE SERVICE  
In the background of the beauty and peace of 
Hadji Panglima Tahil, stands a deeply religious 
Muslim. “I’m a very prayerful person. Every 
time I pray, I include the town in my prayers,” 
Mayor Burahan declares. The local chief 
executive admits to constantly praying for a 
peaceful and safe community. In the process of 
doing so, the locals are able to emulate the same 
attitude.

For his constituents, Mayor Burahan 
wants nothing more than to deliver the basic 
services the town needs: infrastructure, 
utilities, health care, and education. “Iyon 
naman ang inaasahan ng mga constituents 
na magampanan bilang mayor (These are 
what the constituents expect the mayor to 
accomplish),” he states.

The LGU is receptive to suggestions and 
recommendations from locals, and even 
visitors from other locales. “Lahat naman tayo 
may kaniya-kaniyang expertise, talento, words 
of wisdom. Ako palaging nakikinig, palaging 
nagtatanong (We all have our own areas of 
expertise, talents, words of wisdom. I’m 

always listening, and I always ask what more 
can be done). You have nothing to lose, you 
have more to gain,” Mayor Burahan states. 
“Kaya tutulong pa rin ako sa town kahit hindi 
na ako ang mayor (This is why I will continue 
helping the town even if I’m no longer the 
mayor).”

The idyllic coastal municipality of Hadji 
Panglima Tahil continues to serve its locals, 
promoting peace within the vicinity and 
preserving its ecology. In his own right, 
Mayor Burahan has maintained peace in his 
municipality. At the same time, he is able 
to represent the Muslim people as the LMP 
Secretary General. “I’ve told my colleagues, 
maybe I was destined and meant to be the 
mayor. I am, by nature, a friendly guy, and I 
personally dislike guns,” he quips. He insists 
on prayer as a form of service to his people, 
to the League, and to the country. “I always 
wish, because wishing is just like praying. 
Always pray, become prayerful, and God will 
listen to you.”
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Mayor Burahan trusts his employees to 
do their work so the town functions properly. 
He is a team player himself, and gives his 
employees his all-out support. “When they 
make mistakes, I tell them off. When it’s a 
little too much, I give them a warning not 
to abuse my kindness. There’s no reason for 
them not to do their work. I don’t give them 
the opportunity to reason out, ‘I won’t do 
it because I don’t have the support of the 
mayor’,” he says. The townspeople live simple 
lives, able to handle their own affairs. Any 
small concerns that may arise, such as medical 
issues, is easily addressed by the LGU.

THE MARINE TREASURES                           
OF THE ISLES
Hadji Panglima Tahil boasts of many dive sites 
and white sand beaches. Similar to the appeals 
of the Turtle Island, there are many schools 
of fish along with other exotic species, corals, 
and reefs native only to the area. Because the 
islets are promoted as dive sites, the LGU 

guards against dynamite fishing. “Our corals 
are very much preserved,” Mayor Burahan 
claims. “Yung mga divers sa ibang lugar 
nagpupunta roon, mga Davao divers, may mga 
species daw na hindi nila nakikita sa ibang 
lugar na doon lang makikita sa amin (Divers 
from other places like Davao have seen species 
that can only be found in our island),” the 
mayor adds. Mangroves, marshes, and lagoons 
add to the preserved ecosystem of the town.

Many of the locals from Sulu visit the 
island, even some from outside Sulu. Mayor 
Burahan plans to develop the area for surfing 
by the second quarter of 2019. Seeing a 
potential to boost tourism, he dreams of 
turning one of the islets into a world-class 
luxury resort. “Marami akong kaibigan taga 
rito sa Maynila na gustong pumunta doon (I 
have many friends here in Manila who want 
to go there),” he says. Intent on changing the 
commonplace impression of Muslims and 
Sulu as a war-torn area, Mayor Burahan adds, 
“Maraming magagandang beaches not only in 
my town pati sa ibang town at mga peaceful 
din sila (There are many beautiful beaches in 
my town and in other towns that are peaceful 
as well).”

THE SHADOWS OVER THE ISLAND
Despite the beauty and bounty of Hadji 
Panglima Tahil, the coastal municipality 
lives under the threat of militant groups. 
“Pwede kaming pasukin ng mga Abu Sayaff 
(We’re susceptible to the Abu Sayaff),” 
Mayor Burahan laments. Because of the many 
islets–some of which are uninhabited–the 
militants can hide in the area. In doing so, 
the municipality can be accused of being 
sympathizers. “[Ang ginagawa namin ay], 
siyempre, yung awareness namin sa lahat 
ng mga tao. Talagang iniisa-isa namin yun 
(What we do is raise awareness among the 
locals, which we do personally for each local 

 “I’m a very prayerful person. 
Every time I pray, I include the 

town in my prayers.”
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as much as possible),” the mayor explains. The 
LGU warns locals against harboring insurgents 
and rebels, and avoid becoming accomplices. 
They encourage locals to report when there are 
unfamiliar faces in the locality, since the small 
communities know each other.

There is an interagency task force that 
goes around detailing what should be done 
and what should not be done in case such a 
situation arises within the municipality. As 
a result, they have zero crime rate for more 
than ten years. “Laging maipakita ang good 
impression, even in Sulu (We try to always 
maintain that good impression). That’s [how 
we make a] difference,” Mayor Burahan says. 
“Pinipilit naming maging gunless society (We 
insist on being a gunless society),” he adds. 
However, it cannot be avoided as there are 
transients who arrive in the island although they 
eventually leave. The local police enforce peace 
and maintain order all throughout the islets. 
Together, the interagency task force promotes 
vigilance and auspicious morale within the 
municipality. “Kilala kasi ang munisipyo as 
very peaceful. Alam nilang ito ang pinaka-safe, 
na walang mangyayari (We’re known for being 
a peaceful municipality. They know that there 
are no incidents and it’s safe to be here),” he 
declares.

THE FAITH IN THE SERVICE  
In the background of the beauty and peace of 
Hadji Panglima Tahil, stands a deeply religious 
Muslim. “I’m a very prayerful person. Every 
time I pray, I include the town in my prayers,” 
Mayor Burahan declares. The local chief 
executive admits to constantly praying for a 
peaceful and safe community. In the process of 
doing so, the locals are able to emulate the same 
attitude.

For his constituents, Mayor Burahan 
wants nothing more than to deliver the basic 
services the town needs: infrastructure, 
utilities, health care, and education. “Iyon 
naman ang inaasahan ng mga constituents 
na magampanan bilang mayor (These are 
what the constituents expect the mayor to 
accomplish),” he states.

The LGU is receptive to suggestions and 
recommendations from locals, and even 
visitors from other locales. “Lahat naman tayo 
may kaniya-kaniyang expertise, talento, words 
of wisdom. Ako palaging nakikinig, palaging 
nagtatanong (We all have our own areas of 
expertise, talents, words of wisdom. I’m 

always listening, and I always ask what more 
can be done). You have nothing to lose, you 
have more to gain,” Mayor Burahan states. 
“Kaya tutulong pa rin ako sa town kahit hindi 
na ako ang mayor (This is why I will continue 
helping the town even if I’m no longer the 
mayor).”

The idyllic coastal municipality of Hadji 
Panglima Tahil continues to serve its locals, 
promoting peace within the vicinity and 
preserving its ecology. In his own right, 
Mayor Burahan has maintained peace in his 
municipality. At the same time, he is able 
to represent the Muslim people as the LMP 
Secretary General. “I’ve told my colleagues, 
maybe I was destined and meant to be the 
mayor. I am, by nature, a friendly guy, and I 
personally dislike guns,” he quips. He insists 
on prayer as a form of service to his people, 
to the League, and to the country. “I always 
wish, because wishing is just like praying. 
Always pray, become prayerful, and God will 
listen to you.”
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 “I’m a very prayerful person. 
Every time I pray, I include the 

town in my prayers,”
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LEAD LIKE A 
COMMONER

BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY WILLIAM TRONCO

Mayor Evelio “Bing” Leonardia on breaking 
away from stereotypes and leading the                       

City of Bacolod to greater heights
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Known as the “Sugarbowl of 
the Philippines,” Negros 
Occidental is the country’s 
biggest producer of sugar. 
Because of their vast wealth, 

sugar mill owners and hacienderos once had 
a firm hold on local politics, often winning 
government seats.

“They were the so-called ‘royal families.’ 
If you’re not a ‘royalty,’ you cannot become 
governor or mayor,” recalls Mayor Evelio 
“Bing” Leonardia, stressing on the huge 
divide in terms of social strata.

Despite this stereotype, Mayor Leonardia, 
a “commoner,” ran for public office. He 
shares, “I belong to the middle class and I 
was fighting a dynasty. So I was risking my 
political career and future, just to show to the 
people of Bacolod that even if you’re not rich, 
if people want you, you can become mayor.

Mayor Leonardia conquered what most 
people thought was impossible. With his 
steely resolve, he created a paradigm shift in 
the city’s political landscape.

ACCIDENTAL POLITICIAN
Mayor Leonardia was born to a family of 

nine children, with him as the youngest. His 
father, Jose Tulo Leonardia Sr., worked as a 
government employee while his mother, Ester 
Ramos, was a housewife.

He graduated cum laude from the University 
of St. La Salle (USLS) with a degree in 
Commerce, then studied law at the University of 
Negros Occidental-Recoletos. He passed the bar 
examinations in 1979. During his final year in 
law school, he also worked at the Department of 
Tourism as the Provincial Field Coordinator for 
Negros Occidental until 1987.

He is married to Elsa Fuentes, a summa cum 
laude graduate, also from the University of St. 
La Salle, and a CPA Board topnotcher. They 
are blessed with two children, Evelio Jose and 
Loren Kara.  

In the 1980s, the MassKara Festival was born 
out of economic crisis and tragedy. On April 22, 
1980, the passenger ferry M/S Don Juan, which 
was traveling from Manila to Bacolod, sank and 
claimed 750 lives, including the wife, children, 
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and mother-in-law of then Bacolod City Mayor 
Jose ‘Digoy’ Yulo Montalvo Jr.

The local government wanted to bring back 
the people’s smiles, so the city administration 
directly handled the festival in its first few 
years. But when the load became too heavy for 
the local government, then Mayor Montalvo 
decided to create a foundation dedicated 
entirely to manage the festival.

Leonardia became the founding chairman 
of the MassKara Foundation and he himself 
drafted its constitution, where he included 
a provision that whoever holds the position 
of chairman must not hold any government 
position. When he was elected as councilor, 
Leonardia automatically left his post in the 
foundation.

“I had no plans to be in 
politics. I just took things as 
they came and did what had to 
be done wherever I was. I was 
always guided by the drive to 
excel and doing the best that I 
can in all my endeavors,” the 
mayor says.

LEAVING A                      
LASTING LEGACY

To a “commoner,” 
education is the greatest 
equalizer. Hence, one of 
his priorities when he first 
took on the post as mayor 
in 1995 was to establish 
the Bacolod City College. 

This proved to be financially challenging, 
the city administration realized. Thankfully, 
the free college tuition for state colleges and 
universities was signed into law by President 
Rodrigo Duterte in 2017. To date, the Bacolod 
City College has produced over 10,000 
graduates.

“Bacolod City College will be there for 
generations. Education may be intangible, but 
it affects the core of our society. Lives will 
change for the better and when that happens, 
the people and the city will naturally become 
better off,” Mayor Leonardia states.

Another meaningful project for Mayor 
Leonardia is the Progreso Village Relocation 
Site for the city’s informal settlers. “Like 
many other major cities, we have our share 
of informal settlers. And we’re continuously 
bombarded with cases of ejectment. “When 
these cases are filed in court, landowners 
always win,” he says.

The 88-hectare property is designed for 
about 8,000 households, with basic facilities 
that include primary and secondary schools. As 
a major step to further develop the relocation 
site starting this year, the city is allocating 
P350 million for its roads, bridges, streetlights, 
drainage system, and other facilities.

For Mayor Leonardia, the local government 
is doing its best to make the relocation site as 
livable and comfortable as possible because 
uprooting a family is a traumatic experience 
for all involved. Leonardia also hopes to see 
the day that when a family needs to be ejected, 
they would voluntarily go to Progreso Village 
because they know “they will even have a 
better life there.”

Bacolod’s MassKara dancers wow the audience at the World Mask Dance Exhibitions in 
Andong City Arena on Sept. 29, as part of the 2018 Andong Mask Dance Festival in South 
Korea. Accompanying the MassKara dancers are Mayor Evelio Leonardia, First Lady Elsa 
Leonardia, daughter Loren Kara Leonardia, Councilor Em Ang and Israel Salanga.

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte is the first Philippine president to have 
graced the MassKara Festival—and for three times in a row. 
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DAMN THE TORPEDOES
There were roadblocks along the 

way, for sure. In the case of Progreso 
Village Relocation Site, Mayor 
Leonardia’s concern are his political 
opponents who criticize the project, 
alleging that not everyone can be 
accommodated in the site.

“You know the story of the 
boy in the shoreline, where there 
were hundreds of starfish? He was 
throwing the starfish back into the sea. 
Somebody saw him and said, ‘Hey little 
boy, it’s useless because you cannot 
bring them all back.’ But the boy said, 
‘Yes, I may not be able to, but for those 
I have thrown back, it meant their 
survival.’ Of course not everyone will 
be accommodated at Progreso Village. 
But it means the world to the ones we 
helped,” he says.

Mayor Leonardia 
poses at the Bacolod 
Welcome Marker that 

he conceptualized. 

“We believe and 
could see an increase 
in both the demand 

and supply of various 
real estate properties 
in the City of Smiles 
over the next few 
years as Bacolod 

gears up and revs 
up into an economic 

powerhouse, one that 
is anchored on the 
city’s changing and 
evolving real state 

landscape.”
— Bhavna Suresh

President and CEO, 
Lamudi Philippines
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helped,” he says.

Mayor Leonardia 
poses at the Bacolod 
Welcome Marker that 

he conceptualized. 

“We believe and 
could see an increase 
in both the demand 

and supply of various 
real estate properties 
in the City of Smiles 
over the next few 
years as Bacolod 

gears up and revs 
up into an economic 

powerhouse, one that 
is anchored on the 
city’s changing and 
evolving real state 

landscape.”
— Bhavna Suresh

President and CEO, 
Lamudi Philippines
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and mother-in-law of then Bacolod City Mayor 
Jose ‘Digoy’ Yulo Montalvo Jr.

The local government wanted to bring back 
the people’s smiles, so the city administration 
directly handled the festival in its first few 
years. But when the load became too heavy for 
the local government, then Mayor Montalvo 
decided to create a foundation dedicated 
entirely to manage the festival.

Leonardia became the founding chairman 
of the MassKara Foundation and he himself 
drafted its constitution, where he included 
a provision that whoever holds the position 
of chairman must not hold any government 
position. When he was elected as councilor, 
Leonardia automatically left his post in the 
foundation.

“I had no plans to be in 
politics. I just took things as 
they came and did what had to 
be done wherever I was. I was 
always guided by the drive to 
excel and doing the best that I 
can in all my endeavors,” the 
mayor says.

LEAVING A                      
LASTING LEGACY

To a “commoner,” 
education is the greatest 
equalizer. Hence, one of 
his priorities when he first 
took on the post as mayor 
in 1995 was to establish 
the Bacolod City College. 

This proved to be financially challenging, 
the city administration realized. Thankfully, 
the free college tuition for state colleges and 
universities was signed into law by President 
Rodrigo Duterte in 2017. To date, the Bacolod 
City College has produced over 10,000 
graduates.

“Bacolod City College will be there for 
generations. Education may be intangible, but 
it affects the core of our society. Lives will 
change for the better and when that happens, 
the people and the city will naturally become 
better off,” Mayor Leonardia states.

Another meaningful project for Mayor 
Leonardia is the Progreso Village Relocation 
Site for the city’s informal settlers. “Like 
many other major cities, we have our share 
of informal settlers. And we’re continuously 
bombarded with cases of ejectment. “When 
these cases are filed in court, landowners 
always win,” he says.

The 88-hectare property is designed for 
about 8,000 households, with basic facilities 
that include primary and secondary schools. As 
a major step to further develop the relocation 
site starting this year, the city is allocating 
P350 million for its roads, bridges, streetlights, 
drainage system, and other facilities.

For Mayor Leonardia, the local government 
is doing its best to make the relocation site as 
livable and comfortable as possible because 
uprooting a family is a traumatic experience 
for all involved. Leonardia also hopes to see 
the day that when a family needs to be ejected, 
they would voluntarily go to Progreso Village 
because they know “they will even have a 
better life there.”

Bacolod’s MassKara dancers wow the audience at the World Mask Dance Exhibitions in 
Andong City Arena on Sept. 29, as part of the 2018 Andong Mask Dance Festival in South 
Korea. Accompanying the MassKara dancers are Mayor Evelio Leonardia, First Lady Elsa 
Leonardia, daughter Loren Kara Leonardia, Councilor Em Ang and Israel Salanga.

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte is the first Philippine president to have 
graced the MassKara Festival—and for three times in a row. 
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DAMN THE TORPEDOES
There were roadblocks along the 

way, for sure. In the case of Progreso 
Village Relocation Site, Mayor 
Leonardia’s concern are his political 
opponents who criticize the project, 
alleging that not everyone can be 
accommodated in the site.

“You know the story of the 
boy in the shoreline, where there 
were hundreds of starfish? He was 
throwing the starfish back into the sea. 
Somebody saw him and said, ‘Hey little 
boy, it’s useless because you cannot 
bring them all back.’ But the boy said, 
‘Yes, I may not be able to, but for those 
I have thrown back, it meant their 
survival.’ Of course not everyone will 
be accommodated at Progreso Village. 
But it means the world to the ones we 
helped,” he says.
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and mother-in-law of then Bacolod City Mayor 
Jose ‘Digoy’ Yulo Montalvo Jr.

The local government wanted to bring back 
the people’s smiles, so the city administration 
directly handled the festival in its first few 
years. But when the load became too heavy for 
the local government, then Mayor Montalvo 
decided to create a foundation dedicated 
entirely to manage the festival.

Leonardia became the founding chairman 
of the MassKara Foundation and he himself 
drafted its constitution, where he included 
a provision that whoever holds the position 
of chairman must not hold any government 
position. When he was elected as councilor, 
Leonardia automatically left his post in the 
foundation.

“I had no plans to be in 
politics. I just took things as 
they came and did what had to 
be done wherever I was. I was 
always guided by the drive to 
excel and doing the best that I 
can in all my endeavors,” the 
mayor says.
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in 1995 was to establish 
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Rodrigo Duterte in 2017. To date, the Bacolod 
City College has produced over 10,000 
graduates.

“Bacolod City College will be there for 
generations. Education may be intangible, but 
it affects the core of our society. Lives will 
change for the better and when that happens, 
the people and the city will naturally become 
better off,” Mayor Leonardia states.

Another meaningful project for Mayor 
Leonardia is the Progreso Village Relocation 
Site for the city’s informal settlers. “Like 
many other major cities, we have our share 
of informal settlers. And we’re continuously 
bombarded with cases of ejectment. “When 
these cases are filed in court, landowners 
always win,” he says.

The 88-hectare property is designed for 
about 8,000 households, with basic facilities 
that include primary and secondary schools. As 
a major step to further develop the relocation 
site starting this year, the city is allocating 
P350 million for its roads, bridges, streetlights, 
drainage system, and other facilities.

For Mayor Leonardia, the local government 
is doing its best to make the relocation site as 
livable and comfortable as possible because 
uprooting a family is a traumatic experience 
for all involved. Leonardia also hopes to see 
the day that when a family needs to be ejected, 
they would voluntarily go to Progreso Village 
because they know “they will even have a 
better life there.”

Bacolod’s MassKara dancers wow the audience at the World Mask Dance Exhibitions in 
Andong City Arena on Sept. 29, as part of the 2018 Andong Mask Dance Festival in South 
Korea. Accompanying the MassKara dancers are Mayor Evelio Leonardia, First Lady Elsa 
Leonardia, daughter Loren Kara Leonardia, Councilor Em Ang and Israel Salanga.

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte is the first Philippine president to have 
graced the MassKara Festival—and for three times in a row. 
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alleging that not everyone can be 
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throwing the starfish back into the sea. 
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boy, it’s useless because you cannot 
bring them all back.’ But the boy said, 
‘Yes, I may not be able to, but for those 
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The critics of the current Bacolod 
administration are also slamming the P1.7-
billion loan that the city secured to fund several 
flagship projects. But Leonardia believes 
what Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez 
personally told him: “If you have the borrowing 
capacity and you don’t invest, it is a crime.”

The budget is already earmarked to pay 
for the development of the Progreso Village 
Relocation Site and Bacolod City College, 
which will cost P350 million each. P200 
million is set for new roads and bridges and the 
bulk of the budget is for the construction of the 
Bacolod MassKara Coliseum (P800 million).

Mayor Leonardia knows that critics will 
continue to be there. Despite his best intentions 
and his projects’ visible results, they will 
always have something to say. But he has 
figured out a solution that has turned into his 
government’s motto: ‘Damn the torpedoes, full 
speed ahead.’

“If we listen to them, nothing will happen. 
They say I have no political will because I 
don’t shout nor throw a tantrum. If that was the 
case, where would Bacolod be now? I believe 
political will is measured by performance,” 
Mayor Leonardia stressed.

He is not aiming for a higher government 
position, but the card is not completely off the 

Mayor Leonardia, assisted by other city officials, 
distributed a total of 68,000 free school bags with 
school supplies to pupils of 46 public elementary 
schools in Bacolod as classes began in 2018.

“I belong to the middle class and 
I was fighting a dynasty. So I was 

risking my political career and future, 
just to show to the people of Bacolod 
that even if you’re not rich, if people 
want you, you can become mayor.”

(Top) The Progreso Village Relocation Site and 
Bacolod City College (left)
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table. “No plans, just keeping an open mind. 
My top priority is Bacolod. If an opportunity 
comes later on, I’ll cross the bridge when I get 
there. But as for myself, I’m not that ambitious. 
Doing these things for Bacolod, I believe, is 
already the apex of my political career,” Mayor 
Leonardia says.

Nevertheless, taking care of a city that 
has a population of over half a million is not 
an easy task. Ironically, what keeps Mayor 
Leonardia going are the very people who try to 
bring him down. He says that he thrives under 
the pressure from the people who oppose his 
projects, and the challenges along his way.

“There is such a saying that ‘A kite rises 
against the wind, not with,’” Mayor Leonardia 
quips.

 BACOLOD CITY LEVELS UP
Their dedication to bringing Bacolod City 

to new heights has brought their city many 
awards and recognitions, including landing 
the 8th rank as the Most Competitive Highly 
Urbanized City in the country—but earning 
the #1 spot in the Visayas region in 2018. The 
award was given during the 6th Competitive 
Summit and Awards of the National 

Competitiveness Council of the Department of 
Trade and Industry.

Bacolod City was also named as one of the 
four fastest-growing cities in the Philippines 
in terms of property searches, according to 
Lamudi.

It was recognized by The Manila Times as 
The Philippine Top Model City in 2017. The 
following year, in 2018, the same newspaper 
chose Bacolod as the 1st runner up for the Top 
Philippine Model City.

The Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI) also awarded their city with 
Special Citations for being one of the Most 
Business-Friendly Local Government Units in 
2017 and 2018.

Business permit registrations in the city 
reached an all-time high in 2018 when it 
recorded 23,187 registrations — an increase of 
4,370 or 23.2 percent higher, compared to the 
figure before Leonardia came back as mayor in 
2016.

Mayor Leonardia was also recognized for his 
efforts and was given the Lifetime Excellence 
Award and Mentor of the Year Award at 
the 2018 Asia Leaders Award at the Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel.

This iconic Bacolod City Government 
Center is the brainchild of Mayor Evelio 
Leonardia. It is also reputed to be the “most 
photographed City Hall in the country today.”
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billion loan that the city secured to fund several 
flagship projects. But Leonardia believes 
what Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez 
personally told him: “If you have the borrowing 
capacity and you don’t invest, it is a crime.”

The budget is already earmarked to pay 
for the development of the Progreso Village 
Relocation Site and Bacolod City College, 
which will cost P350 million each. P200 
million is set for new roads and bridges and the 
bulk of the budget is for the construction of the 
Bacolod MassKara Coliseum (P800 million).

Mayor Leonardia knows that critics will 
continue to be there. Despite his best intentions 
and his projects’ visible results, they will 
always have something to say. But he has 
figured out a solution that has turned into his 
government’s motto: ‘Damn the torpedoes, full 
speed ahead.’

“If we listen to them, nothing will happen. 
They say I have no political will because I 
don’t shout nor throw a tantrum. If that was the 
case, where would Bacolod be now? I believe 
political will is measured by performance,” 
Mayor Leonardia stressed.

He is not aiming for a higher government 
position, but the card is not completely off the 

Mayor Leonardia, assisted by other city officials, 
distributed a total of 68,000 free school bags with 
school supplies to pupils of 46 public elementary 
schools in Bacolod as classes began in 2018.

“I belong to the middle class and 
I was fighting a dynasty. So I was 

risking my political career and future, 
just to show to the people of Bacolod 
that even if you’re not rich, if people 
want you, you can become mayor.”

(Top) The Progreso Village Relocation Site and 
Bacolod City College (left)
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table. “No plans, just keeping an open mind. 
My top priority is Bacolod. If an opportunity 
comes later on, I’ll cross the bridge when I get 
there. But as for myself, I’m not that ambitious. 
Doing these things for Bacolod, I believe, is 
already the apex of my political career,” Mayor 
Leonardia says.

Nevertheless, taking care of a city that 
has a population of over half a million is not 
an easy task. Ironically, what keeps Mayor 
Leonardia going are the very people who try to 
bring him down. He says that he thrives under 
the pressure from the people who oppose his 
projects, and the challenges along his way.

“There is such a saying that ‘A kite rises 
against the wind, not with,’” Mayor Leonardia 
quips.

 BACOLOD CITY LEVELS UP
Their dedication to bringing Bacolod City 

to new heights has brought their city many 
awards and recognitions, including landing 
the 8th rank as the Most Competitive Highly 
Urbanized City in the country—but earning 
the #1 spot in the Visayas region in 2018. The 
award was given during the 6th Competitive 
Summit and Awards of the National 

Competitiveness Council of the Department of 
Trade and Industry.

Bacolod City was also named as one of the 
four fastest-growing cities in the Philippines 
in terms of property searches, according to 
Lamudi.

It was recognized by The Manila Times as 
The Philippine Top Model City in 2017. The 
following year, in 2018, the same newspaper 
chose Bacolod as the 1st runner up for the Top 
Philippine Model City.

The Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI) also awarded their city with 
Special Citations for being one of the Most 
Business-Friendly Local Government Units in 
2017 and 2018.

Business permit registrations in the city 
reached an all-time high in 2018 when it 
recorded 23,187 registrations — an increase of 
4,370 or 23.2 percent higher, compared to the 
figure before Leonardia came back as mayor in 
2016.

Mayor Leonardia was also recognized for his 
efforts and was given the Lifetime Excellence 
Award and Mentor of the Year Award at 
the 2018 Asia Leaders Award at the Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel.

This iconic Bacolod City Government 
Center is the brainchild of Mayor Evelio 
Leonardia. It is also reputed to be the “most 
photographed City Hall in the country today.”
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The critics of the current Bacolod 
administration are also slamming the P1.7-
billion loan that the city secured to fund several 
flagship projects. But Leonardia believes 
what Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez 
personally told him: “If you have the borrowing 
capacity and you don’t invest, it is a crime.”

The budget is already earmarked to pay 
for the development of the Progreso Village 
Relocation Site and Bacolod City College, 
which will cost P350 million each. P200 
million is set for new roads and bridges and the 
bulk of the budget is for the construction of the 
Bacolod MassKara Coliseum (P800 million).

Mayor Leonardia knows that critics will 
continue to be there. Despite his best intentions 
and his projects’ visible results, they will 
always have something to say. But he has 
figured out a solution that has turned into his 
government’s motto: ‘Damn the torpedoes, full 
speed ahead.’

“If we listen to them, nothing will happen. 
They say I have no political will because I 
don’t shout nor throw a tantrum. If that was the 
case, where would Bacolod be now? I believe 
political will is measured by performance,” 
Mayor Leonardia stressed.

He is not aiming for a higher government 
position, but the card is not completely off the 

Mayor Leonardia, assisted by other city officials, 
distributed a total of 68,000 free school bags with 
school supplies to pupils of 46 public elementary 
schools in Bacolod as classes began in 2018.

“I belong to the middle class and 
I was fighting a dynasty. So I was 

risking my political career and future, 
just to show to the people of Bacolod 
that even if you’re not rich, if people 
want you, you can become mayor.”

(Top) The Progreso Village Relocation Site and 
Bacolod City College (left)
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table. “No plans, just keeping an open mind. 
My top priority is Bacolod. If an opportunity 
comes later on, I’ll cross the bridge when I get 
there. But as for myself, I’m not that ambitious. 
Doing these things for Bacolod, I believe, is 
already the apex of my political career,” Mayor 
Leonardia says.

Nevertheless, taking care of a city that 
has a population of over half a million is not 
an easy task. Ironically, what keeps Mayor 
Leonardia going are the very people who try to 
bring him down. He says that he thrives under 
the pressure from the people who oppose his 
projects, and the challenges along his way.

“There is such a saying that ‘A kite rises 
against the wind, not with,’” Mayor Leonardia 
quips.

 BACOLOD CITY LEVELS UP
Their dedication to bringing Bacolod City 

to new heights has brought their city many 
awards and recognitions, including landing 
the 8th rank as the Most Competitive Highly 
Urbanized City in the country—but earning 
the #1 spot in the Visayas region in 2018. The 
award was given during the 6th Competitive 
Summit and Awards of the National 

Competitiveness Council of the Department of 
Trade and Industry.

Bacolod City was also named as one of the 
four fastest-growing cities in the Philippines 
in terms of property searches, according to 
Lamudi.

It was recognized by The Manila Times as 
The Philippine Top Model City in 2017. The 
following year, in 2018, the same newspaper 
chose Bacolod as the 1st runner up for the Top 
Philippine Model City.

The Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI) also awarded their city with 
Special Citations for being one of the Most 
Business-Friendly Local Government Units in 
2017 and 2018.

Business permit registrations in the city 
reached an all-time high in 2018 when it 
recorded 23,187 registrations — an increase of 
4,370 or 23.2 percent higher, compared to the 
figure before Leonardia came back as mayor in 
2016.

Mayor Leonardia was also recognized for his 
efforts and was given the Lifetime Excellence 
Award and Mentor of the Year Award at 
the 2018 Asia Leaders Award at the Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel.

This iconic Bacolod City Government 
Center is the brainchild of Mayor Evelio 
Leonardia. It is also reputed to be the “most 
photographed City Hall in the country today.”
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The critics of the current Bacolod 
administration are also slamming the P1.7-
billion loan that the city secured to fund several 
flagship projects. But Leonardia believes 
what Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez 
personally told him: “If you have the borrowing 
capacity and you don’t invest, it is a crime.”

The budget is already earmarked to pay 
for the development of the Progreso Village 
Relocation Site and Bacolod City College, 
which will cost P350 million each. P200 
million is set for new roads and bridges and the 
bulk of the budget is for the construction of the 
Bacolod MassKara Coliseum (P800 million).

Mayor Leonardia knows that critics will 
continue to be there. Despite his best intentions 
and his projects’ visible results, they will 
always have something to say. But he has 
figured out a solution that has turned into his 
government’s motto: ‘Damn the torpedoes, full 
speed ahead.’

“If we listen to them, nothing will happen. 
They say I have no political will because I 
don’t shout nor throw a tantrum. If that was the 
case, where would Bacolod be now? I believe 
political will is measured by performance,” 
Mayor Leonardia stressed.

He is not aiming for a higher government 
position, but the card is not completely off the 

Mayor Leonardia, assisted by other city officials, 
distributed a total of 68,000 free school bags with 
school supplies to pupils of 46 public elementary 
schools in Bacolod as classes began in 2018.

“I belong to the middle class and 
I was fighting a dynasty. So I was 

risking my political career and future, 
just to show to the people of Bacolod 
that even if you’re not rich, if people 
want you, you can become mayor.”
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table. “No plans, just keeping an open mind. 
My top priority is Bacolod. If an opportunity 
comes later on, I’ll cross the bridge when I get 
there. But as for myself, I’m not that ambitious. 
Doing these things for Bacolod, I believe, is 
already the apex of my political career,” Mayor 
Leonardia says.

Nevertheless, taking care of a city that 
has a population of over half a million is not 
an easy task. Ironically, what keeps Mayor 
Leonardia going are the very people who try to 
bring him down. He says that he thrives under 
the pressure from the people who oppose his 
projects, and the challenges along his way.

“There is such a saying that ‘A kite rises 
against the wind, not with,’” Mayor Leonardia 
quips.

 BACOLOD CITY LEVELS UP
Their dedication to bringing Bacolod City 

to new heights has brought their city many 
awards and recognitions, including landing 
the 8th rank as the Most Competitive Highly 
Urbanized City in the country—but earning 
the #1 spot in the Visayas region in 2018. The 
award was given during the 6th Competitive 
Summit and Awards of the National 

Competitiveness Council of the Department of 
Trade and Industry.

Bacolod City was also named as one of the 
four fastest-growing cities in the Philippines 
in terms of property searches, according to 
Lamudi.

It was recognized by The Manila Times as 
The Philippine Top Model City in 2017. The 
following year, in 2018, the same newspaper 
chose Bacolod as the 1st runner up for the Top 
Philippine Model City.

The Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI) also awarded their city with 
Special Citations for being one of the Most 
Business-Friendly Local Government Units in 
2017 and 2018.

Business permit registrations in the city 
reached an all-time high in 2018 when it 
recorded 23,187 registrations — an increase of 
4,370 or 23.2 percent higher, compared to the 
figure before Leonardia came back as mayor in 
2016.

Mayor Leonardia was also recognized for his 
efforts and was given the Lifetime Excellence 
Award and Mentor of the Year Award at 
the 2018 Asia Leaders Award at the Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel.

This iconic Bacolod City Government 
Center is the brainchild of Mayor Evelio 
Leonardia. It is also reputed to be the “most 
photographed City Hall in the country today.”
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Bacolod centenarians get P100K each from 
the city government.

Mayor Leonardia holds his trophies for Lifetime 
Excellence for City Governance award and 
Mentor of the Year award, at the Asia Leaders 
Awards 2018.

How he manages to lead his people 
well can be found in the song – ‘Act 
Naturally.’ “I belong to The Beatles 
generation and there is that song whose 
lyric goes, “All I have to do is act 
naturally.’ That is what I do, what I show 
to people. It is how it is. Maybe it’s the 
reason people take me as I am because I 
show them who I am. Now on my fifth 
term, I’m the longest-serving mayor of 
Bacolod. Probably, the reason why I’m 
still here is that because people accept 
me as I am,” Mayor Leonardia says.

Mayor Leonardia admits that his 
leadership style is consultative. “I go 
by consensus. Because I believe that 
while I’m very rich in experience and my 
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outlook and horizon have widened by leaps 
and bounds over time in this game, I still 
don’t have a monopoly on good ideas.”

He humbly acknowledges the 
circumstances that brought him to where 
he is. “It is because of the people that I 
am here. I never take that for granted and 
I feel very indebted that they have chosen 
me. I owe all of this to them— to give it 
the best I can. Come hell or high water, we 
will pursue what we believe is the right 
direction for the city. The weather will 
always change, but as long as they give 
their support and cooperation, never mind 
the weather,” Leonardia ends.

In other words: Damn the torpedoes, 
full speed ahead. 
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Former Special 
Assistant to 
the President, 
Bong Go, is all 
systems go in 
his bid for the 
senatorial seat. 
In this exclusive, 
he tells us why 
he’s running 
and what he can 
offer the nation.

BY LAKAMBINI BAUTISTA
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAR CONCENGCO

Makati City Mayor Mar-Len 
Abigail “Abby” Binay could 
very well be any writer’s 
dream interviewee. For one, 
she’s raw and real. She has 

no pretensions and is unafraid to show her true 
colors. She says what’s on her mind—revealing 
her resoluteness, her passion, and her smarts. 
Unguarded moments show her softer side, as 
she chitchats with her staff and pokes fun at 
herself glamming up for a magazine shoot, 
and then proceeding straight to her duties as a 
mayor. “Pwede kaya akong mag-house-to-house 
ng naka-makeup? ‘Nag-prepare po ako para sa 
inyo. Nagpa-makeup talaga ako’,” she tells the 
people in the room, as if addressing the people 
of Makati. “`Yun nga lang, baka bukas `di na 
nila ako makilala! (But they might not recognize 
me tomorrow),” she says laughing. She explains 
to this writer that she has a daily flesh-pressing 
schedule in the barangays, to endorse the team 
she’s running with in the forthcoming elections.

 After serving three terms as congressman 
and one term as mayor, one can see that Mayor 
Abby has grown accustomed to being in the 

THE 
AUDACITY 
OF ABBY
In this no holds barred interview, Makati City Mayor 
Abby Binay opens up about the hard choices she had 
to make, the “blessing and curse” that come with her 
last name, the tough lessons she had to learn about 
family and politics, and how those experiences drive 
her view of the future

public eye. She surmises that years of studying 
in UP Los Baños, where she finished BS 
Human Ecology, Major in Human Settlements 
Planning, and in Ateneo Law School, where she 
took up Law, served her well. Studying in those 
two schools exposed her to a wide spectrum of 
personalities and persuasions. She can be masa 
or alta, depending on who she’s talking to.

 Mayor Abby practically grew up in politics. 
She was 11 years old when her father, Jejomar 
Binay, started working as a human rights lawyer 
and was very active during the era of Martial 
Law. Public service became a normal part of 
their life when the patriarch won the mayoralty 
post in Makati and served from 1988 to 1998 
and from 2001 to 2010. Her mother, Dr. Elenita 
Binay, served as city chief from 1998 to 2001. 
Suffice it to say, politics had been a usual part 
of the discourse in the Binay household. Mayor 
Abby is second in a brood of five.

 Despite the early exposure, Mayor Abby 
admits that it was only belatedly in life that she 
decided to enter politics. “I didn’t really see 
myself in politics,” she tells this writer. “Even 
my dad didn’t see me in politics. It was only in 
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2005 when I’ve decided that I wanted to run 
for public office,” she says. Her first foray 
into politics was in 2007, when she won as 
Representative of the 2nd District of Makati; 
she served for two more terms after that.

The then-lady legislator was planning 
to retire from politics after her nine-year 
tenure, but fate had other plans. The Office 
of the Ombudsman ordered the dismissal 
and perpetual disqualification of her brother, 
then-Mayor Junjun Binay, in connection with 
the administrative case he was facing over 
the allegedly overpriced construction of the 
Makati City Hall Building II. “We had to 
rethink whether it was a good idea to make 
him run, because he can get disqualified 
during the reign,” Mayor Abby recalls. So 
in 2016, it was agreed that she will run for 
mayor. And she prevailed over Romulo “Kid” 
Peña Jr. in the elections.

 

CHANGING THE STIGMA
“How do you change the perception of people 
who hate you for your last name?” Mayor 
Abby asks rhetorically. “You’ll be able to do 
that, not by disassociating yourself [from your 
family]. It’s by making your own image not 
based on your last name, but based on your 
own achievements,” she remarks. “The hardest 
people to convince are the nonbelievers. I don’t 
disown my last name. What I’m saying is, ‘It is 
both a blessing and a curse.’”

 The massive smear campaign in the 2013 
presidential elections took a toll on the image 
of the Binays. Hence, the challenge for Mayor 
Abby then was to change the stigma—meaning, 
deal with the corruption issue.

 The lady chief is pleased to report that 
Makati was able to get an “unqualified 
Commission on Audit (COA) Report,” a first in 
the history of Makati. She explains, “What the 
COA is saying through this report is we did a 
good job. We did what they told us to do. Our 
procurements and documentations are in order. 
Malinis ang libro namin (Our accounting book 
is clean)!”

 For Mayor Abby, it’s not just a matter of 
continuing the programs that her father started, 
but adapting it to the times and making it 
better. “May pagkaambisyosa ako, eh. [I’m 
quite ambitious.] I don’t want to just fill in 
my father’s shoes. I want to be better. I want 
to outdo him,” she says. It’s a self-imposed 
pressure, she clarifies, because she’s a 
perfectionist.

 One of Mayor Abby’s pride is the Makatizen 
Card. “It’s building a cashless ecosystem. [The 
Makatizen Card is a unified ID and financial 
instrument in one. You can transact online 
using the card—pay your utilities or child’s 
tuition, get your subsidies from the city,” she 
states. She points out that this will greatly help 
the city government in gathering data for their 
projects—for instance, find out how many 
senior citizens or students they have—and 
allocate accurate and sufficient funding for 
these.

 The other projects she personally 
institutionalized are the free Wi-Fi in the entire 
city, the provision of newborn starter kits for 
mothers, free vaccinations, and diagnostic tests. 
“I’m institutionalizing the health programs so 
that we move towards preventive rather than 
curative medicine. We want now to raise a 
culture of residents that do frequent check-ups,” 
she explains.

 

RESPONDING TO THE TIMES
One of the major issues that Mayor Abby seeks 
to address is the shortage of public housing, 
due to the lack of available land, making it 
difficult for the city government to address 
the issue on informal settlers. “We have to 
convince private owners to sell their land to 
the government so we can build an on-site 
housing,” she explains.

 Mayor Abby adds that one of the 
challenges they are facing is managing the 
migration of people from neighboring cities to 
Makati. “People want to live in Makati, so they 
can also enjoy the benefits of Makati citizens. 
This can only be resolved if the economies 
of our neighboring cities are well. So it’s 
important for us to have good relations with 
our neighbors,” she says.

 Disaster preparedness should be a main 
issue of concern. Since a portion of the West 
Valley Fault line traverses through District 
II, the city government is encouraging the 
residents there to evacuate. “We’ll give them 
compensation should they decide to evacuate, 
because what we’d like to happen is make that 
area, where the West Valley Fault Line crosses, 
an open space, a linear park,” says Mayor 
Abby.

 The city government has likewise provided 
hard hats and go-bags to all elementary public 
school students. “We’re one is to one with the 
hard hats. We’re moving towards making the 
go-bags one is to one as well.”

“We have 
to convince 
private 
owners to 
sell their 
land to the 
government 
so we can 
build an 
on-site 
housing.”
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based on your last name, but based on your 
own achievements,” she remarks. “The hardest 
people to convince are the nonbelievers. I don’t 
disown my last name. What I’m saying is, ‘It is 
both a blessing and a curse.’”

 The massive smear campaign in the 2013 
presidential elections took a toll on the image 
of the Binays. Hence, the challenge for Mayor 
Abby then was to change the stigma—meaning, 
deal with the corruption issue.

 The lady chief is pleased to report that 
Makati was able to get an “unqualified 
Commission on Audit (COA) Report,” a first in 
the history of Makati. She explains, “What the 
COA is saying through this report is we did a 
good job. We did what they told us to do. Our 
procurements and documentations are in order. 
Malinis ang libro namin (Our accounting book 
is clean)!”

 For Mayor Abby, it’s not just a matter of 
continuing the programs that her father started, 
but adapting it to the times and making it 
better. “May pagkaambisyosa ako, eh. [I’m 
quite ambitious.] I don’t want to just fill in 
my father’s shoes. I want to be better. I want 
to outdo him,” she says. It’s a self-imposed 
pressure, she clarifies, because she’s a 
perfectionist.

 One of Mayor Abby’s pride is the Makatizen 
Card. “It’s building a cashless ecosystem. [The 
Makatizen Card is a unified ID and financial 
instrument in one. You can transact online 
using the card—pay your utilities or child’s 
tuition, get your subsidies from the city,” she 
states. She points out that this will greatly help 
the city government in gathering data for their 
projects—for instance, find out how many 
senior citizens or students they have—and 
allocate accurate and sufficient funding for 
these.

 The other projects she personally 
institutionalized are the free Wi-Fi in the entire 
city, the provision of newborn starter kits for 
mothers, free vaccinations, and diagnostic tests. 
“I’m institutionalizing the health programs so 
that we move towards preventive rather than 
curative medicine. We want now to raise a 
culture of residents that do frequent check-ups,” 
she explains.

 

RESPONDING TO THE TIMES
One of the major issues that Mayor Abby seeks 
to address is the shortage of public housing, 
due to the lack of available land, making it 
difficult for the city government to address 
the issue on informal settlers. “We have to 
convince private owners to sell their land to 
the government so we can build an on-site 
housing,” she explains.

 Mayor Abby adds that one of the 
challenges they are facing is managing the 
migration of people from neighboring cities to 
Makati. “People want to live in Makati, so they 
can also enjoy the benefits of Makati citizens. 
This can only be resolved if the economies 
of our neighboring cities are well. So it’s 
important for us to have good relations with 
our neighbors,” she says.

 Disaster preparedness should be a main 
issue of concern. Since a portion of the West 
Valley Fault line traverses through District 
II, the city government is encouraging the 
residents there to evacuate. “We’ll give them 
compensation should they decide to evacuate, 
because what we’d like to happen is make that 
area, where the West Valley Fault Line crosses, 
an open space, a linear park,” says Mayor 
Abby.

 The city government has likewise provided 
hard hats and go-bags to all elementary public 
school students. “We’re one is to one with the 
hard hats. We’re moving towards making the 
go-bags one is to one as well.”
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 Mayor Abby’s administration has also 
recently procured two ladder 54 fire trucks, 
capable of reaching up to 18 floors. They have 
also purchased a mobile command center, a first 
in the Philippines, the mayor claims. It will emit 
signal in case their cell sites malfunction during 
disasters. It has a GPS tracking. They have also 
purchased rescue boats in case there are floods.

 The City of Makati is likewise working 
towards building a school institutionalizing 
a certificate course in Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS). It is in partnership with 
Yokohama, Japan. “It’s going to be like 
Universal Studios, which is very animated. So, 
you can experience how it really feels when 
there’s an earthquake or a fire. The ‘dream 
academy’ will simulate the experience so that 
responding to such disasters will become like 
second nature to the people of Makati,” she 
says.

 Part of the city government’s efforts 
is empowering the city and promoting 
volunteerism, so that in times of disaster, 
they are capable of helping themselves, their 
community, and other neighboring cities. “We’re 
trying also to inculcate in our people that it can’t 
be just us who are prepared. They, themselves, 
also have to be prepared,” she stresses.

 
HER OWN BRAND OF BINAY
Mayor Abby is quick to point out that 
her father doesn’t like to meddle in 
her way of governance. “In fairness 
to my dad, he has that level of trust 
when it comes to me running the city. 
If he thinks that I’m not capable of 
the job or I am not surrounded by 
people who give good advice, siya 
na siguro `yung unang magsasabi na, 
‘Anak, `wag ka na tumakbo. Bumaba 
ka na. `Wag na ikaw, kasi medyo 
hindi maganda pagpapatakbo mo.’ 
(If he thinks that I’m not capable of 
doing the job, or I am not surrounded 
by people who give good advice, I 
think he will be the first one to say, 
‘Abby, don’t run. Step down from 
your post. Give it up, because you are 
not running the city well.’) My dad 
has the opportunity to give advice, 
but he feels that everything is being 
run properly that he doesn’t really 
have to give any,” she says.

 She is a different brand of Binay, 
in the same manner that no two 
public servants are alike, Mayor Abby 
points out. “I’m rather strict, I’m a 
bit square in a way. I want to get rid 
of too much politicking,” she quips. 
One thing about the audacious Mayor 
is she has the grit to make unpopular 
decisions. “Sa akin kasi, kung mali, 
mali. (If something is wrong, then it’s 
wrong.)”

 She knew being ‘different’ could 
work for or against her candidacy, 
and the Mayor is willing to accept the 
people’s decisions wholeheartedly. 
“At least, I was able to run the city 
the way I want to,” she says. “I find 
it flattering that people openly tell 
me, ‘Alam mo, anti-Binay ako. Super 
anti-Binay ako. I hate your family. 
Pero alam mo, dahil sa iyo, iboboto 
na kita. (You know what, I’m anti-
Binay. I’m super anti-Binay. I hate 
your family. But because of you, I 
will vote for you.’)”

 One of the decisions she had to 
make was opening a roadblock that 
the residents had been using as a 
basketball court. “I knew it would 
enrage people if I do that, but I did 
it anyway because according to the 

map, it is supposed to be a road, so I had no 
choice but to open it,” she says.

 She also instructed the clearing of sidewalk 
obstructions—a very unpopular decision that 
incensed some of the residents. “But how do 
you instill order in your community if you 
can’t make the residents follow simple rules? 
Instilling discipline has to come from you. We 
don’t look at political colors when we enforce 
the law. Hindi pwede `yung may pinipili ka lang 
or meron kang pinapanigan na (You can’t have 
biases, you have to be fair).”

 But she’s quick to add that although she’s 
strict, she’s also democratic. “At a certain point, 
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you have to be diplomatic when 
implementing the rules—have 
some leniency and consideration. 
For instance, you don’t just tear 
down the house of informal 
settlers. You give them six-months 
to look for a place to relocate to. 
If the person is not from Makati, 
he’s not a voter, let’s give access 
to free medicines, but only for 
a year—things like that,” she 
elaborates.

 She’s also the type of leader 
who listens to the people. This 
can be gleaned in one of the 
ordinances in Makati, where they 
give P100,000 to centenarians. 
“Whenever we go to the 
barangays, we meet the elderly 
and they would tell me, ‘Mayora, 
90 years old na po ako. Hindi na 
ho `ata ako aabot ng 100. Pwede 
na ho bang i-advance `yung 
P100,000?” (Mayor, I’m 90 years 
old already. I don’t think I would 
reach 100. May I get the P100,000 
in advance?) Now, they have a 
option to receive the P100,000 via 
installment, so they can enjoy it 
through the years. That’s one of 
the suggestions I got by listening 
to the people.”
 
TOUGH LESSONS
Her years of experience serving 
the city has opened her eyes to the 
realities of politics. “Your enemy 
today is your kakampi (ally) 
tomorrow. Your friends today 
are your enemies tomorrow,” she 
quips matter-of-factly.

 The ongoing political battle 
between Abby and her younger 
brother, Junjun, is one of the 
toughest decisions she had to 
make as a Binay. “There are some 
political opponents that can keep 
it on a professional level. But the 
fact that you’re running against a 
family member, you cannot help 
but take things personally. We’re 
not just cousins or relatives, we’re 
siblings! I know that the conflict 
will not end after the elections, 

“You can’t have biases,                  
you have to be fair.”

the saga will continue. It’s not like we’ll easily 
be friends after the elections. If it’s ever going to 
heal and when—I don’t know,” she admits.

 “In my reflections, I always tell myself, 
“Explain to me why you want to run against 
me, when after six years I cannot run anymore, 
since there is a legal impediment for me to run. 
So I cannot understand why he can’t wait. If 
I’m not doing a good job in running the city, I 
would understand why you want to run against 
your sister. But until I understand where he’s 
coming from, it’s hard to accept why he’s doing 
this. He says there’s a public clamor. Really? 
What I’m saying is, if my administration has any 
shortcomings, then by all means tell me what are 
those, and give me a chance to change those.

 “If [my brother] was on the impression that 
I was just going to be a titular, meaning I would 
just be like a puppet or a benchwarmer—that’s 
not my personality. Besides, I don’t recall that 
we had an arrangement that I will only run for a 
term. If I had intended to run only for a term, I 
would not have worked hard; I just allowed other 
people to run the show at the city hall. I would 
not have started on the long-term projects,” she 
says bluntly.
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would not have worked hard; I just allowed other 
people to run the show at the city hall. I would 
not have started on the long-term projects,” she 
says bluntly.

Part of the city government’s efforts is empowering 
the city and promoting volunteerism, so that in times 
of disaster, they are capable of helping themselves, 
their community, and other neighboring cities.
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FUTURE FOCUSED
Amidst the negativities, Mayor Abby believes 
that there is so much to look forward to, should 
she win in the forthcoming elections. One is 
the subway, which broke ground recently. “I 
think this is very, very ambitious in the sense 
that this is the first mass transport that is being 
initiated locally; it’s not a national project. It’s 
a 10-kilometer subway that hopefully will be 
done in 2025,” she informs LEAGUE. 

The free Wi-Fi will be done 
by the end of the year. They have 
started the roll-out for the Makatizen 
card. “We’re hoping to provide over 
200,000 cards—we started out with 
our college students at the UMAK 
(University of Makati). We’re also 
moving towards digitizing our 
school records, as well as our pets. 
We are the first in Southeast Asia 
that has a microchipping program 
for all our pets. Hindi na pwedeng, 
‘Ay, hindi ko aso `yan.’ (You can’t 
say, ‘That’s not my dog.’) The 
purpose of the microchipping is for 
us to consistently have zero-rabies 
incidence in the city. Microchipping 
is a way to make the pet owners 
responsible.”

 As for the mayor’s plans for her 
political career, she insists that she 
doesn’t think that far ahead. “My 
dad often told us when he ran for 
president, running for public office 
is destiny. You are beholden to the 
electorate, if they really want you in 
that position. Kahit na gustong-gusto 
mo siya, kung hindi ka iboboto, hindi 
ka mananalo. (Even if you want the 
position so bad, you won’t win if 
people don’t vote for you.) So that’s 
how I think.” 

Mayor Abby doesn’t know what 
the future holds. But one thing’s for 
sure, public service will always be 
part of their lives as Binays.  

 
 

“What the COA is saying through this 
report is we did a good job. We did                                                               

what they told us to do. Our 
procurements and documentations 

are in order. Malinis ang libro namin                                                                               
(Our accounting book is clean)!”
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Even the smallest villages can 
empower people and change 
lives. Over his many years of 
service, Brgy. Capt. Felicito 
“Chito” Valmocina has proven 

that Barangay Holy Spirit is capable of doing 
things that can have a great impact to our 
society.

GLOOMY PAST
It’s no secret that during the 1990s, Barangay 
Holy Spirit was rife with crime. Coupled 
with the population boom, local government 
leaders had to deal with all sorts of crimes—
robberies, gang wars, and even killings.

“In the past, this place was a dumpsite for 
bodies. There wasn’t even any electricity; it 

A 
KINDRED 
SPIRIT
Brgy. Capt. Felicito “Chito” 
Valmocina of Brgy. Holy 
Spirit proves that small 
barangays are capable of 
doing big things—for its 
own people and for the 
society at large

BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY RENJIE TOLENTINO

was like living in the mountains. That’s when 
I started Oplan Bayanihan because there was 
no budget. I said to [then] Mayor Ismael 
“Mel” Mathay, ‘Give us the materials. I can 
convince the people to work, we’ll dig [the 
electric pole posts] ourselves,’” he recalls.

They managed to transform Barangay 
Holy Spirit through this bayanihan system. 
By removing the 30% of the cost placed for 
labor and asking the people to help, they 
managed to produce more results than what 
the budget initially expected to yield. “If 
we want to achieve more with the budget 
we’re given, we need to do what we can. 
For example, instead of only finishing four 
walkways, we built ten because people 
helped out,” says Valmocina.

LEADERSHIP BY EXAMPLE
As a leader, Valmocina’s philosophy can be 
summarized in a few slogans and acronyms 
that he regularly repeats to his people. First is 
a slogan that he got from someone he looks up 
to, Senator Richard “Dick,” Gordon: “Bawal 
ang tamad.”

“I raised the daily standard so that the 
policies are implemented according to plan. 
All of my policies are useless if people will 
not follow. I lead by example,” Valmocina 
stresses, adding that he is a man of his word. 
For instance, when his waste segregation 
program first started out and nobody followed 
the policies despite the wide dissemination, 
tickets were issued to those who committed the 
offense. “If you have the will, you can do it,” 
he says.

Another set of ideals 
that he espouses are the 
4Cs—Communication, 
Coordination, Cooperation, 
and Commitment—which 
are important in any 
organization so that there are 
no misunderstandings when it 
comes to carrying out tasks. 
Every Monday morning, he 
tells his staff and the people of 
the barangay to remember and 
live out the 4Cs in their work 
and daily lives.

Also among the values he 
upholds are contained in the 
acronym UST, which stands 
for Unity, Solidarity, and 
Teamwork.

BE PART OF THE 
SOLUTION
“[Barangay Holy Spirit] started 
out from nothing, but because 
we want to help our people, 
we continue to find solutions 
to our problems. I don’t want 
to be a burden to the [Quezon 
City government],” Valmocina 
remarks.

One of the biggest problems 
that he continues to address are 
the informal settlers. “What I 
did was I talked to the private 
lot owners so that they won’t 
kick out the squatters. Instead 

of evicting them, I convinced them to allow 
these [informal settlers] to pay rent. It may not 
be much, but at least, you helped your fellow 
citizens,” says Valmocina.

For Valmocina, his nifty solution is more 
hassle-free than relocating the informal 
settlers. Since they will be evicted from a 
private property, those informal settlers will 
most likely transfer to another private area or 
lot. According to him, only squatters living in 
dangerous locations are placed in relocation 
sites.

“That’s why I tell [the private lot owners] 
that if you want to help the government and 
the people, let them stay,” he says, adding 
that he feels bad for those whose houses are 
demolished during evictions.

Modern 
technology 
streamlines the 
process for people 
who come to the 
barangay hall to 
get clearances, 
permits, etc.
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HEALTH AWARENESS
At the risk of sounding like a nagging parent, 
Valmocina confesses that he always scolds 
people in his speeches when it comes to their 
health. He tells everyone to exercise regularly 
and to avoid eating anything too fatty, sweet, 
and salty. Also, he throws in a warning to 
people who love to eat ‘unlimited’ rice.

“My biggest focus right now is on health and 
wellness. I always listen to the stories of the 
people who need assistance and it is saddening 
when you hear their negative experiences 
when they ask for assistance in government 
hospitals,” Valmocina says.

He tours us around his barangay hall, 
showing their state-of-art medical equipment 
bought with their budget and a generous 
donation from the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID). With 
a budget of P5 million, he managed to buy 
an ECG machine, ultrasound machine, eye 
refractor, and a blood and urine analyzer. 
They also have a detox machine that has 
served over 35,000 people.

Valmocina shares that people from other 
barangays go to Barangay Holy Spirit to 
avail of their free healthcare services. “We 
accept people from other barangays. If 
they’re not from Barangay Holy Spirit, they 
don’t have to beg. I’m not selfish with the 
help that we can provide, as long as it’s 
available,” he says.

Every day, their barangay receives dozens 
and sometimes even up to a hundred patients. 
When it comes to these situations, Valmocina 
admits that he lets his heart rule over his 
head. For him, the stories of the people who 
approach him daily are heartbreaking. This 
is why he uses his own money to pay for 
the salaries of the technicians, doctors, and 
nurses that they hire to run their healthcare 
center.

Last year, USAID turned over P2.5 billion 
to Barangay Holy Spirit in an event that was 
attended by over 500 people. Valmocina 
recalls hearing undersecretaries, directors, 
and Americans telling him that their medical 
equipment are hospital-grade.

Some even told him that their healthcare 
center is more advanced that the Department 
of Health (DOH). When Vice President Leni 
Robredo and Quezon City Vice Mayor Joy 
Belmonte visited, they also noted that their 
barangay is more advanced in medical 
equipment than Quezon City.

EMPOWERMENT                                                                            
THROUGH EDUCATION
Another pride of Barangay Holy Spirit is 
their livelihood program, which has been 
studied by over 150,000 people from different 
countries—comprising a mix of students, 
government employees, and NGOs. In their 
livelihood project, their instructors teach 
various skills such as candle-making, food 
processing, and more.

Most of their products are recycled from 
discarded papers, plastic bottles, etc. Each 
item is being sold in their barangay hall, the 

“My biggest focus right now is on health and 
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when you hear their negative experiences when 
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products tagged with the maker’s name.
“Every six months, my employees learn 

something new. Sometimes, they even come up 
with original ideas for products. I push them 
to think creatively so that instead of wasting 
their time whenever nothing is happening in the 
barangay [hall], they learn new skills and earn 
money on the side,” Valmocina says.

Whenever juvenile delinquents are issued 
with community service, they make sure that 
only half of their time is spent for community 
service. For the other half, their barangay 
teaches them livelihood skills. Same goes for 
drug surrenderers.

“Right now, we’re focusing on recycling 
garbage because the current focus of President 
Duterte is on cleaning the streets, clearing 
garbage,” he says, citing the government 
cleanup of Boracay and Manila Bay.

Another award-winning project of Barangay 
Holy Spirit is a bit of a shock, considering 
their barangay is in right in the middle of 
a bustling city—their Gulayan or vegetable 
farm and planting project. Every six months, 
employees of the barangay undergo renewal. 
One of the requirements 
for renewal is to have 
a vegetable plant in 
your home and to have 
a craft item made with 
recycled materials. With 
this project, the families 
of the barangay 
employees not only get 
to eat their veggies, 
but they also earn extra 
income by selling their 
produce.

Barangay Holy Spirit 
won in the barangay category of the 2015 
‘Gulayan at Bulaklakan Award’ and went up 
against Albay province and Calamba City for 
the final award. “They pitted the three winners 
against each other. I said, ‘I’m satisfied with 
third place because what chance do I have? 
Ours is only a barangay.’ But surprisingly, 
we won. They asked me how [we did it], 
because they’re rural and the competition is 
on vegetables and flowers,” Valmocina says, 
laughing at the irony of the situation.

What’s even more astonishing about 
this barangay is their modern information 
technology system that pulls together the entire 
hall into one virtual system. Their centralized 
barangay system connects the various 

departments of the hall, with each employee given 
a personalized access. Their system streamlines the 
process for people who come to the barangay hall 
to get clearances, permits, etc. Through the system, 
the hall employees could automatically see anyone’s 
information—including pending or closed cases.

Another thing they could see in the records are 
the filing history and all of the businesses within 
the barangay. The quarter million-peso project is 
only a year old but has helped cut their processing 
time by a huge margin. The great thing about this 
technology is that Valmocina himself can access the 
entire system through his mobile phone.

WHATEVER IT TAKES
Valmocina’s steadfast determination to accomplish 
everything he sets his sights on is inspiring. Even 
up to now, he makes it a point to think of more 
solutions and improvements before going to sleep. 
“Not a day passes by that I don’t do this nightly 
ritual, thinking of ways to develop our barangay. I 
also see what I can improve with myself, what else I 
could learn and more,” Valmocina says, adding that 
he pushes his people to do the same. “Even if you’re 
just a driver, aim to be the best driver in the entire 

country. As for me, I 
do whatever it takes 
to be the best captain 
[for Barangay Holy 
Spirit],” he says.

His mantra in life is 
both an inspiration and 

Gulayan in the city—yes, it’s possible!

a challenge for other 
local government 
leaders: do you do 
whatever it takes? 
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a challenge for other 
local government 
leaders: do you do 
whatever it takes? 
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HEALTH AWARENESS
At the risk of sounding like a nagging parent, 
Valmocina confesses that he always scolds 
people in his speeches when it comes to their 
health. He tells everyone to exercise regularly 
and to avoid eating anything too fatty, sweet, 
and salty. Also, he throws in a warning to 
people who love to eat ‘unlimited’ rice.

“My biggest focus right now is on health and 
wellness. I always listen to the stories of the 
people who need assistance and it is saddening 
when you hear their negative experiences 
when they ask for assistance in government 
hospitals,” Valmocina says.

He tours us around his barangay hall, 
showing their state-of-art medical equipment 
bought with their budget and a generous 
donation from the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID). With 
a budget of P5 million, he managed to buy 
an ECG machine, ultrasound machine, eye 
refractor, and a blood and urine analyzer. 
They also have a detox machine that has 
served over 35,000 people.

Valmocina shares that people from other 
barangays go to Barangay Holy Spirit to 
avail of their free healthcare services. “We 
accept people from other barangays. If 
they’re not from Barangay Holy Spirit, they 
don’t have to beg. I’m not selfish with the 
help that we can provide, as long as it’s 
available,” he says.

Every day, their barangay receives dozens 
and sometimes even up to a hundred patients. 
When it comes to these situations, Valmocina 
admits that he lets his heart rule over his 
head. For him, the stories of the people who 
approach him daily are heartbreaking. This 
is why he uses his own money to pay for 
the salaries of the technicians, doctors, and 
nurses that they hire to run their healthcare 
center.

Last year, USAID turned over P2.5 billion 
to Barangay Holy Spirit in an event that was 
attended by over 500 people. Valmocina 
recalls hearing undersecretaries, directors, 
and Americans telling him that their medical 
equipment are hospital-grade.

Some even told him that their healthcare 
center is more advanced that the Department 
of Health (DOH). When Vice President Leni 
Robredo and Quezon City Vice Mayor Joy 
Belmonte visited, they also noted that their 
barangay is more advanced in medical 
equipment than Quezon City.

EMPOWERMENT                                                                            
THROUGH EDUCATION
Another pride of Barangay Holy Spirit is 
their livelihood program, which has been 
studied by over 150,000 people from different 
countries—comprising a mix of students, 
government employees, and NGOs. In their 
livelihood project, their instructors teach 
various skills such as candle-making, food 
processing, and more.

Most of their products are recycled from 
discarded papers, plastic bottles, etc. Each 
item is being sold in their barangay hall, the 

“My biggest focus right now is on health and 
wellness. I always listen to the stories of the 
people who need assistance and it is saddening 
when you hear their negative experiences when 
they ask for assistance in government hospitals.” 

Barangay Capt. 
Chito Valmocina 

shows their 
state-of-the-art 

medical equipment 
benefiting residents 

of Barangay Holy 
Spirit and their 

neighboring 
barangays.

products tagged with the maker’s name.
“Every six months, my employees learn 

something new. Sometimes, they even come up 
with original ideas for products. I push them 
to think creatively so that instead of wasting 
their time whenever nothing is happening in the 
barangay [hall], they learn new skills and earn 
money on the side,” Valmocina says.

Whenever juvenile delinquents are issued 
with community service, they make sure that 
only half of their time is spent for community 
service. For the other half, their barangay 
teaches them livelihood skills. Same goes for 
drug surrenderers.

“Right now, we’re focusing on recycling 
garbage because the current focus of President 
Duterte is on cleaning the streets, clearing 
garbage,” he says, citing the government 
cleanup of Boracay and Manila Bay.

Another award-winning project of Barangay 
Holy Spirit is a bit of a shock, considering 
their barangay is in right in the middle of 
a bustling city—their Gulayan or vegetable 
farm and planting project. Every six months, 
employees of the barangay undergo renewal. 
One of the requirements 
for renewal is to have 
a vegetable plant in 
your home and to have 
a craft item made with 
recycled materials. With 
this project, the families 
of the barangay 
employees not only get 
to eat their veggies, 
but they also earn extra 
income by selling their 
produce.

Barangay Holy Spirit 
won in the barangay category of the 2015 
‘Gulayan at Bulaklakan Award’ and went up 
against Albay province and Calamba City for 
the final award. “They pitted the three winners 
against each other. I said, ‘I’m satisfied with 
third place because what chance do I have? 
Ours is only a barangay.’ But surprisingly, 
we won. They asked me how [we did it], 
because they’re rural and the competition is 
on vegetables and flowers,” Valmocina says, 
laughing at the irony of the situation.

What’s even more astonishing about 
this barangay is their modern information 
technology system that pulls together the entire 
hall into one virtual system. Their centralized 
barangay system connects the various 

departments of the hall, with each employee given 
a personalized access. Their system streamlines the 
process for people who come to the barangay hall 
to get clearances, permits, etc. Through the system, 
the hall employees could automatically see anyone’s 
information—including pending or closed cases.

Another thing they could see in the records are 
the filing history and all of the businesses within 
the barangay. The quarter million-peso project is 
only a year old but has helped cut their processing 
time by a huge margin. The great thing about this 
technology is that Valmocina himself can access the 
entire system through his mobile phone.

WHATEVER IT TAKES
Valmocina’s steadfast determination to accomplish 
everything he sets his sights on is inspiring. Even 
up to now, he makes it a point to think of more 
solutions and improvements before going to sleep. 
“Not a day passes by that I don’t do this nightly 
ritual, thinking of ways to develop our barangay. I 
also see what I can improve with myself, what else I 
could learn and more,” Valmocina says, adding that 
he pushes his people to do the same. “Even if you’re 
just a driver, aim to be the best driver in the entire 

country. As for me, I 
do whatever it takes 
to be the best captain 
[for Barangay Holy 
Spirit],” he says.

His mantra in life is 
both an inspiration and 
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Sons are meant to 
be as great as their 
fathers, and such 
is the legacy that 
Jose Manuel ‘Chel’ 

Icasiano Diokno seeks to 
uphold. As one of today’s top 
human rights lawyers in the 
Philippines, Diokno followed 
in his father’s footsteps. The 
son of the late Senator Jose W. 
Diokno, the first Chairperson 
of the Presidential Committee 
on Human Rights, predecessor 
to what is now the 
Commission on Human Rights 
(CHR), and the founder 
of Free Legal Assistance 
Group (FLAG) during the 
Martial Law Era, the younger 
Diokno currently serves 
as the chairman of FLAG, 
which continues its work 
for the protection of human 
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drugs, and other 
pressing national 
issues
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rights and civil liberties. Diokno graduated 
from the University of the Philippines Diliman 
before studying law at the Northern Illinois 
University from 1983 to 1986. He was a 
member of the Presidential Human Rights 
Committee during the term of President Fidel 
V. Ramos. Diokno was also a member of the 
Committee on Human Rights and Due Process 
of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) 
in the 1990s, and is currently the Presidential 
Adviser on Human Rights of the IBP. Diokno 
became the founding dean of the De La Salle 
University College of Law in 2010. Wishing 
to serve his country further, Diokno filed his 
candidacy for senator in the 2019 general 
elections as he continues to make justice and 
human rights his main advocacy. 

1Of the many problems that plague 
our country today, which will be your 
priority? 

My priority is really justice, and it has many 
faces––justice from the courts, environmental 
justice, gender justice, social justice, cultural 
justice (the rights of indigenous peoples), and 
economic justice. The problem is that our 

justice system is in a very bad condition, and 
our politicians are not talking about it. They 
don’t want to talk about justice because justice 
is about accountability, and maybe they are 
afraid of being held accountable. 

Justice is also about empowerment. By 
giving justice to the marginalized and the poor, 
they are empowered. Perhaps the politicians 
are afraid that when the poor get empowered 
and enlightened, they might not vote for them 
anymore. I believe it is time we talk about 
justice and make it part of the priority of 
government. I cannot imagine my children 
growing up in a country where there is no 
accountability, where we have widespread 
criminality and corruption.

Ang hustisya dapat ay para sa lahat, hindi 
lang sa mga malalaking tao. Ang talagang 
nangangailan ng hustisya sa ating bayan ay 
ang  mga nasa laylayan ng ating lipunan. 
Dapat pag may sala, may parusa, mayaman 
man o mahirap, at ako naman ay handang 
maglingkod para ipagtanggol ang katarungan 
at sana ay maging boses ng katarungan sa 
senado (Justice should be for all, not just 
for the privileged, and even more for the 

I believe it is time we 
talk about justice and 
make it part of the 
priority of government. 
I cannot imagine my 
children growing up in a 
country where there is no 
accountability, where we 
do not address criminality 
or corruption. The word we 
use is ‘impunity,’ and it is 
about time that justice be 
a core issue.

                   LEAGUE   65    

PB   LEAGUE  J A N U A R Y - F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9  

Sons are meant to 
be as great as their 
fathers, and such 
is the legacy that 
Jose Manuel ‘Chel’ 

Icasiano Diokno seeks to 
uphold. As one of today’s top 
human rights lawyers in the 
Philippines, Diokno followed 
in his father’s footsteps. The 
son of the late Senator Jose W. 
Diokno, the first Chairperson 
of the Presidential Committee 
on Human Rights, predecessor 
to what is now the 
Commission on Human Rights 
(CHR), and the founder 
of Free Legal Assistance 
Group (FLAG) during the 
Martial Law Era, the younger 
Diokno currently serves 
as the chairman of FLAG, 
which continues its work 
for the protection of human 

1 0  q u e s t i o n s

CONTINUING 
A LEGACY

BY MAIELLE MONTAYRE
PHOTOGRAPHS BY ROMEO PERALTA JR.

Senatorial 
candidate Atty. 
Chel Diokno speaks 
on Philippine laws, 
justice for the poor 
and marginalized, 
relations with China 
and the US, the 
continuing war on 
drugs, and other 
pressing national 
issues

                     LEAGUE   J A N U A R Y - F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9   PB    

1 0  q u e s t i o n s

rights and civil liberties. Diokno graduated 
from the University of the Philippines Diliman 
before studying law at the Northern Illinois 
University from 1983 to 1986. He was a 
member of the Presidential Human Rights 
Committee during the term of President Fidel 
V. Ramos. Diokno was also a member of the 
Committee on Human Rights and Due Process 
of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) 
in the 1990s, and is currently the Presidential 
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became the founding dean of the De La Salle 
University College of Law in 2010. Wishing 
to serve his country further, Diokno filed his 
candidacy for senator in the 2019 general 
elections as he continues to make justice and 
human rights his main advocacy. 

1Of the many problems that plague 
our country today, which will be your 
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faces––justice from the courts, environmental 
justice, gender justice, social justice, cultural 
justice (the rights of indigenous peoples), and 
economic justice. The problem is that our 

justice system is in a very bad condition, and 
our politicians are not talking about it. They 
don’t want to talk about justice because justice 
is about accountability, and maybe they are 
afraid of being held accountable. 
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giving justice to the marginalized and the poor, 
they are empowered. Perhaps the politicians 
are afraid that when the poor get empowered 
and enlightened, they might not vote for them 
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growing up in a country where there is no 
accountability, where we have widespread 
criminality and corruption.
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lang sa mga malalaking tao. Ang talagang 
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I believe it is time we 
talk about justice and 
make it part of the 
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I cannot imagine my 
children growing up in a 
country where there is no 
accountability, where we 
do not address criminality 
or corruption. The word we 
use is ‘impunity,’ and it is 
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rights and civil liberties. Diokno graduated 
from the University of the Philippines Diliman 
before studying law at the Northern Illinois 
University from 1983 to 1986. He was a 
member of the Presidential Human Rights 
Committee during the term of President Fidel 
V. Ramos. Diokno was also a member of the 
Committee on Human Rights and Due Process 
of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) 
in the 1990s, and is currently the Presidential 
Adviser on Human Rights of the IBP. Diokno 
became the founding dean of the De La Salle 
University College of Law in 2010. Wishing 
to serve his country further, Diokno filed his 
candidacy for senator in the 2019 general 
elections as he continues to make justice and 
human rights his main advocacy. 

1Of the many problems that plague 
our country today, which will be your 
priority? 

My priority is really justice, and it has many 
faces––justice from the courts, environmental 
justice, gender justice, social justice, cultural 
justice (the rights of indigenous peoples), and 
economic justice. The problem is that our 

justice system is in a very bad condition, and 
our politicians are not talking about it. They 
don’t want to talk about justice because justice 
is about accountability, and maybe they are 
afraid of being held accountable. 

Justice is also about empowerment. By 
giving justice to the marginalized and the poor, 
they are empowered. Perhaps the politicians 
are afraid that when the poor get empowered 
and enlightened, they might not vote for them 
anymore. I believe it is time we talk about 
justice and make it part of the priority of 
government. I cannot imagine my children 
growing up in a country where there is no 
accountability, where we have widespread 
criminality and corruption.

Ang hustisya dapat ay para sa lahat, hindi 
lang sa mga malalaking tao. Ang talagang 
nangangailan ng hustisya sa ating bayan ay 
ang  mga nasa laylayan ng ating lipunan. 
Dapat pag may sala, may parusa, mayaman 
man o mahirap, at ako naman ay handang 
maglingkod para ipagtanggol ang katarungan 
at sana ay maging boses ng katarungan sa 
senado (Justice should be for all, not just 
for the privileged, and even more for the 

I believe it is time we 
talk about justice and 
make it part of the 
priority of government. 
I cannot imagine my 
children growing up in a 
country where there is no 
accountability, where we 
do not address criminality 
or corruption. The word we 
use is ‘impunity,’ and it is 
about time that justice be 
a core issue.
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marginalized sectors of our society. If there 
is wrongdoing, there must be punishment, 
whether rich or poor, and I am ready to fight 
for justice and hopefully be the voice of justice 
in the senate). 

2 As a lawyer, what is your solution 
for declogging the courts in order to 
improve our justice system? 

Aside from moving business and 
commercial disputes into arbitration, we 
need to fill the vacancies n the judiciary and 
prosecution service. At present, about 20% 
of our trial courts have no judges; while 
about 30% of our prosecutorial positions are 
also vacant. Imagine a hospital that requires 
100 doctors and 100 nurses but is lacking by 
one-third, they will not be able to treat the 
existing and incoming patients. That is what 
is happening to our judiciary. Until those 
vacancies are filled, we will never be able to 

speed up the justice system. 
But filling up the vacancies 

is not enough. The process of 
appointing judges has become 
highly politicized. There is a 
perception that if you do not have 
a ‘backer,’ your application to the 
judiciary won’t move forward, 
even if you are qualified. Because 
of that dynamic, the process of 
choosing judges and filling in 
those vacancies is affected. That 
has to change. 

The people, moreover, have 
lost their confidence in our courts. 
A lot of the poor that I represent, 
they no longer believe they will be 
given justice. We need to restore 

the people’s confidence in the judiciary. How? 
First, we need to ensure that the corrupt judges 
are held accountable. We have to face the 
reality that there are corrupt judges, but they 
are not being investigated by the Ombudsman 
because there is jurisprudence saying the 
Ombudsman cannot investigate judges unless 
the Supreme Court (SC) investigates them 
first. If a judge has friends in the Court, he 
may never be investigated by the SC, and 
cannot be investigated by the Ombudsman. My 
position is, at the very least, the Ombudsman 
should be given the power to investigate and 
conduct lifestyle checks on judges to regain 
the trust and confidence of the people. 

There also has to be more transparency in 
terms of access to the Statements of Assets, 
Liabilities, and Net Worth (SALN) of our 
justices. Republic Act (R.A.) No. 6713 or 
the Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards 
for Public Officials and Employees is clear: 
all officials from all branches of government 
should submit a SALN, and any citizen can 
obtain a copy of the SALN. However, the SC 
in 2012 promulgated special rules different 
from R.A. 6713. It imposed additional 
requirements such as that the application 
must be done under oath; or if you are from 
the media, you must prove that you belong 
to an accredited organization; and the release 
of the SALN is no longer a ministerial 
act, as it is required to be calendared and 
deliberated by the Court. This is not what 
R.A. 6713 provides. Even the courts should 
follow what is the national law. These are the 
important issues that have to be addressed 
to restore public confidence to the judiciary.                                                                                                                                       

1 0  q u e s t i o n s

                     LEAGUE   J A N U A R Y - F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9   PB    

           

3 Does the country have enough laws to 
enforce human rights? If it does, where 
do the problems lie? 

Yes, we have enough laws. In terms of civil 
and political rights, we have the Anti-Enforced 
or Involuntary Disappearance Act, Anti-
Torture Act, and R.A. No. 9851 or the Law on 
Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity. So, I 
am very happy with that. In 
terms of women’s rights, there 
are many laws that protect 
women. For children, we are 
a party to the international 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, as well as domestic 
laws that protect children. We 
also have laws to protect our 
IPs. Almost all sectors have 
existing legal protections, 
but the problem lies in the 
implementation. Personally, 
I am very sad about the state 
of human rights because, 
until 2016, human rights was 
becoming more and more 
accepted even among the 
military and the police. There 
were human rights offices 
in the AFP and the PNP, and we in the human 
rights community would even conduct trainings 
for soliders and police personnel. But in 2016 
there was a shift—perhaps in attitude, to be 
tactful about it—in terms of human rights. Now, 
human rights are no longer given priority. For 
instance, under Administrative Order (AO) 
No. 35 [series 2012] issued by the previous 
administration, the extrajudicial killing of 
journalists and activists was made a priority 
for the PNP and Department of Justice (DOJ). 
I was one of those who conducted the trainings 
for this and we went around the country training 
policemen and prosecutors on how to conduct 
such proper investigations of these cases. But 
now, that is no longer a priority. 

4What amendments to the Dangerous 
Drugs Act do you propose to promote 
drug problem as more of a health issue 

than a criminal issue?
The media has a problem with the law 

because they are required to witness and 
sign off on the inventories prepared by the 
police when they conduct drug raids. Many 
members of the media have come to me saying, 

‘Attorney, wala naman ako doon nung sinearch 
yung bahay. Bakit nila ako pinapapirma na 
parang pinalalabas na nandun ako?’ (Attorney, 
I wasn’t even there when they search the house. 
Why are they making me sign [the document], 
to make it appear that I was there?) There 
is now an ongoing petition by journalists to 
amend that portion of the law to dispense with 
the requirement for the presence of the media, 
which I agree with. 
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“I’m ready to serve and defend 
justice and hopefully be a voice 
of justice in the Senate.”
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marginalized sectors of our society. If there 
is wrongdoing, there must be punishment, 
whether rich or poor, and I am ready to fight 
for justice and hopefully be the voice of justice 
in the senate). 

2 As a lawyer, what is your solution 
for declogging the courts in order to 
improve our justice system? 

Aside from moving business and 
commercial disputes into arbitration, we 
need to fill the vacancies n the judiciary and 
prosecution service. At present, about 20% 
of our trial courts have no judges; while 
about 30% of our prosecutorial positions are 
also vacant. Imagine a hospital that requires 
100 doctors and 100 nurses but is lacking by 
one-third, they will not be able to treat the 
existing and incoming patients. That is what 
is happening to our judiciary. Until those 
vacancies are filled, we will never be able to 

speed up the justice system. 
But filling up the vacancies 

is not enough. The process of 
appointing judges has become 
highly politicized. There is a 
perception that if you do not have 
a ‘backer,’ your application to the 
judiciary won’t move forward, 
even if you are qualified. Because 
of that dynamic, the process of 
choosing judges and filling in 
those vacancies is affected. That 
has to change. 

The people, moreover, have 
lost their confidence in our courts. 
A lot of the poor that I represent, 
they no longer believe they will be 
given justice. We need to restore 

the people’s confidence in the judiciary. How? 
First, we need to ensure that the corrupt judges 
are held accountable. We have to face the 
reality that there are corrupt judges, but they 
are not being investigated by the Ombudsman 
because there is jurisprudence saying the 
Ombudsman cannot investigate judges unless 
the Supreme Court (SC) investigates them 
first. If a judge has friends in the Court, he 
may never be investigated by the SC, and 
cannot be investigated by the Ombudsman. My 
position is, at the very least, the Ombudsman 
should be given the power to investigate and 
conduct lifestyle checks on judges to regain 
the trust and confidence of the people. 

There also has to be more transparency in 
terms of access to the Statements of Assets, 
Liabilities, and Net Worth (SALN) of our 
justices. Republic Act (R.A.) No. 6713 or 
the Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards 
for Public Officials and Employees is clear: 
all officials from all branches of government 
should submit a SALN, and any citizen can 
obtain a copy of the SALN. However, the SC 
in 2012 promulgated special rules different 
from R.A. 6713. It imposed additional 
requirements such as that the application 
must be done under oath; or if you are from 
the media, you must prove that you belong 
to an accredited organization; and the release 
of the SALN is no longer a ministerial 
act, as it is required to be calendared and 
deliberated by the Court. This is not what 
R.A. 6713 provides. Even the courts should 
follow what is the national law. These are the 
important issues that have to be addressed 
to restore public confidence to the judiciary.                                                                                                                                       
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3 Does the country have enough laws to 
enforce human rights? If it does, where 
do the problems lie? 

Yes, we have enough laws. In terms of civil 
and political rights, we have the Anti-Enforced 
or Involuntary Disappearance Act, Anti-
Torture Act, and R.A. No. 9851 or the Law on 
Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity. So, I 
am very happy with that. In 
terms of women’s rights, there 
are many laws that protect 
women. For children, we are 
a party to the international 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, as well as domestic 
laws that protect children. We 
also have laws to protect our 
IPs. Almost all sectors have 
existing legal protections, 
but the problem lies in the 
implementation. Personally, 
I am very sad about the state 
of human rights because, 
until 2016, human rights was 
becoming more and more 
accepted even among the 
military and the police. There 
were human rights offices 
in the AFP and the PNP, and we in the human 
rights community would even conduct trainings 
for soliders and police personnel. But in 2016 
there was a shift—perhaps in attitude, to be 
tactful about it—in terms of human rights. Now, 
human rights are no longer given priority. For 
instance, under Administrative Order (AO) 
No. 35 [series 2012] issued by the previous 
administration, the extrajudicial killing of 
journalists and activists was made a priority 
for the PNP and Department of Justice (DOJ). 
I was one of those who conducted the trainings 
for this and we went around the country training 
policemen and prosecutors on how to conduct 
such proper investigations of these cases. But 
now, that is no longer a priority. 

4What amendments to the Dangerous 
Drugs Act do you propose to promote 
drug problem as more of a health issue 

than a criminal issue?
The media has a problem with the law 

because they are required to witness and 
sign off on the inventories prepared by the 
police when they conduct drug raids. Many 
members of the media have come to me saying, 

‘Attorney, wala naman ako doon nung sinearch 
yung bahay. Bakit nila ako pinapapirma na 
parang pinalalabas na nandun ako?’ (Attorney, 
I wasn’t even there when they search the house. 
Why are they making me sign [the document], 
to make it appear that I was there?) There 
is now an ongoing petition by journalists to 
amend that portion of the law to dispense with 
the requirement for the presence of the media, 
which I agree with. 
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marginalized sectors of our society. If there 
is wrongdoing, there must be punishment, 
whether rich or poor, and I am ready to fight 
for justice and hopefully be the voice of justice 
in the senate). 

2 As a lawyer, what is your solution 
for declogging the courts in order to 
improve our justice system? 

Aside from moving business and 
commercial disputes into arbitration, we 
need to fill the vacancies n the judiciary and 
prosecution service. At present, about 20% 
of our trial courts have no judges; while 
about 30% of our prosecutorial positions are 
also vacant. Imagine a hospital that requires 
100 doctors and 100 nurses but is lacking by 
one-third, they will not be able to treat the 
existing and incoming patients. That is what 
is happening to our judiciary. Until those 
vacancies are filled, we will never be able to 

speed up the justice system. 
But filling up the vacancies 

is not enough. The process of 
appointing judges has become 
highly politicized. There is a 
perception that if you do not have 
a ‘backer,’ your application to the 
judiciary won’t move forward, 
even if you are qualified. Because 
of that dynamic, the process of 
choosing judges and filling in 
those vacancies is affected. That 
has to change. 

The people, moreover, have 
lost their confidence in our courts. 
A lot of the poor that I represent, 
they no longer believe they will be 
given justice. We need to restore 

the people’s confidence in the judiciary. How? 
First, we need to ensure that the corrupt judges 
are held accountable. We have to face the 
reality that there are corrupt judges, but they 
are not being investigated by the Ombudsman 
because there is jurisprudence saying the 
Ombudsman cannot investigate judges unless 
the Supreme Court (SC) investigates them 
first. If a judge has friends in the Court, he 
may never be investigated by the SC, and 
cannot be investigated by the Ombudsman. My 
position is, at the very least, the Ombudsman 
should be given the power to investigate and 
conduct lifestyle checks on judges to regain 
the trust and confidence of the people. 

There also has to be more transparency in 
terms of access to the Statements of Assets, 
Liabilities, and Net Worth (SALN) of our 
justices. Republic Act (R.A.) No. 6713 or 
the Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards 
for Public Officials and Employees is clear: 
all officials from all branches of government 
should submit a SALN, and any citizen can 
obtain a copy of the SALN. However, the SC 
in 2012 promulgated special rules different 
from R.A. 6713. It imposed additional 
requirements such as that the application 
must be done under oath; or if you are from 
the media, you must prove that you belong 
to an accredited organization; and the release 
of the SALN is no longer a ministerial 
act, as it is required to be calendared and 
deliberated by the Court. This is not what 
R.A. 6713 provides. Even the courts should 
follow what is the national law. These are the 
important issues that have to be addressed 
to restore public confidence to the judiciary.                                                                                                                                       
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3 Does the country have enough laws to 
enforce human rights? If it does, where 
do the problems lie? 

Yes, we have enough laws. In terms of civil 
and political rights, we have the Anti-Enforced 
or Involuntary Disappearance Act, Anti-
Torture Act, and R.A. No. 9851 or the Law on 
Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity. So, I 
am very happy with that. In 
terms of women’s rights, there 
are many laws that protect 
women. For children, we are 
a party to the international 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, as well as domestic 
laws that protect children. We 
also have laws to protect our 
IPs. Almost all sectors have 
existing legal protections, 
but the problem lies in the 
implementation. Personally, 
I am very sad about the state 
of human rights because, 
until 2016, human rights was 
becoming more and more 
accepted even among the 
military and the police. There 
were human rights offices 
in the AFP and the PNP, and we in the human 
rights community would even conduct trainings 
for soliders and police personnel. But in 2016 
there was a shift—perhaps in attitude, to be 
tactful about it—in terms of human rights. Now, 
human rights are no longer given priority. For 
instance, under Administrative Order (AO) 
No. 35 [series 2012] issued by the previous 
administration, the extrajudicial killing of 
journalists and activists was made a priority 
for the PNP and Department of Justice (DOJ). 
I was one of those who conducted the trainings 
for this and we went around the country training 
policemen and prosecutors on how to conduct 
such proper investigations of these cases. But 
now, that is no longer a priority. 

4What amendments to the Dangerous 
Drugs Act do you propose to promote 
drug problem as more of a health issue 

than a criminal issue?
The media has a problem with the law 

because they are required to witness and 
sign off on the inventories prepared by the 
police when they conduct drug raids. Many 
members of the media have come to me saying, 

‘Attorney, wala naman ako doon nung sinearch 
yung bahay. Bakit nila ako pinapapirma na 
parang pinalalabas na nandun ako?’ (Attorney, 
I wasn’t even there when they search the house. 
Why are they making me sign [the document], 
to make it appear that I was there?) There 
is now an ongoing petition by journalists to 
amend that portion of the law to dispense with 
the requirement for the presence of the media, 
which I agree with. 
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marginalized sectors of our society. If there 
is wrongdoing, there must be punishment, 
whether rich or poor, and I am ready to fight 
for justice and hopefully be the voice of justice 
in the senate). 

2 As a lawyer, what is your solution 
for declogging the courts in order to 
improve our justice system? 

Aside from moving business and 
commercial disputes into arbitration, we 
need to fill the vacancies n the judiciary and 
prosecution service. At present, about 20% 
of our trial courts have no judges; while 
about 30% of our prosecutorial positions are 
also vacant. Imagine a hospital that requires 
100 doctors and 100 nurses but is lacking by 
one-third, they will not be able to treat the 
existing and incoming patients. That is what 
is happening to our judiciary. Until those 
vacancies are filled, we will never be able to 

speed up the justice system. 
But filling up the vacancies 

is not enough. The process of 
appointing judges has become 
highly politicized. There is a 
perception that if you do not have 
a ‘backer,’ your application to the 
judiciary won’t move forward, 
even if you are qualified. Because 
of that dynamic, the process of 
choosing judges and filling in 
those vacancies is affected. That 
has to change. 

The people, moreover, have 
lost their confidence in our courts. 
A lot of the poor that I represent, 
they no longer believe they will be 
given justice. We need to restore 

the people’s confidence in the judiciary. How? 
First, we need to ensure that the corrupt judges 
are held accountable. We have to face the 
reality that there are corrupt judges, but they 
are not being investigated by the Ombudsman 
because there is jurisprudence saying the 
Ombudsman cannot investigate judges unless 
the Supreme Court (SC) investigates them 
first. If a judge has friends in the Court, he 
may never be investigated by the SC, and 
cannot be investigated by the Ombudsman. My 
position is, at the very least, the Ombudsman 
should be given the power to investigate and 
conduct lifestyle checks on judges to regain 
the trust and confidence of the people. 

There also has to be more transparency in 
terms of access to the Statements of Assets, 
Liabilities, and Net Worth (SALN) of our 
justices. Republic Act (R.A.) No. 6713 or 
the Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards 
for Public Officials and Employees is clear: 
all officials from all branches of government 
should submit a SALN, and any citizen can 
obtain a copy of the SALN. However, the SC 
in 2012 promulgated special rules different 
from R.A. 6713. It imposed additional 
requirements such as that the application 
must be done under oath; or if you are from 
the media, you must prove that you belong 
to an accredited organization; and the release 
of the SALN is no longer a ministerial 
act, as it is required to be calendared and 
deliberated by the Court. This is not what 
R.A. 6713 provides. Even the courts should 
follow what is the national law. These are the 
important issues that have to be addressed 
to restore public confidence to the judiciary.                                                                                                                                       
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3 Does the country have enough laws to 
enforce human rights? If it does, where 
do the problems lie? 

Yes, we have enough laws. In terms of civil 
and political rights, we have the Anti-Enforced 
or Involuntary Disappearance Act, Anti-
Torture Act, and R.A. No. 9851 or the Law on 
Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity. So, I 
am very happy with that. In 
terms of women’s rights, there 
are many laws that protect 
women. For children, we are 
a party to the international 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, as well as domestic 
laws that protect children. We 
also have laws to protect our 
IPs. Almost all sectors have 
existing legal protections, 
but the problem lies in the 
implementation. Personally, 
I am very sad about the state 
of human rights because, 
until 2016, human rights was 
becoming more and more 
accepted even among the 
military and the police. There 
were human rights offices 
in the AFP and the PNP, and we in the human 
rights community would even conduct trainings 
for soliders and police personnel. But in 2016 
there was a shift—perhaps in attitude, to be 
tactful about it—in terms of human rights. Now, 
human rights are no longer given priority. For 
instance, under Administrative Order (AO) 
No. 35 [series 2012] issued by the previous 
administration, the extrajudicial killing of 
journalists and activists was made a priority 
for the PNP and Department of Justice (DOJ). 
I was one of those who conducted the trainings 
for this and we went around the country training 
policemen and prosecutors on how to conduct 
such proper investigations of these cases. But 
now, that is no longer a priority. 

4What amendments to the Dangerous 
Drugs Act do you propose to promote 
drug problem as more of a health issue 

than a criminal issue?
The media has a problem with the law 

because they are required to witness and 
sign off on the inventories prepared by the 
police when they conduct drug raids. Many 
members of the media have come to me saying, 

‘Attorney, wala naman ako doon nung sinearch 
yung bahay. Bakit nila ako pinapapirma na 
parang pinalalabas na nandun ako?’ (Attorney, 
I wasn’t even there when they search the house. 
Why are they making me sign [the document], 
to make it appear that I was there?) There 
is now an ongoing petition by journalists to 
amend that portion of the law to dispense with 
the requirement for the presence of the media, 
which I agree with. 
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The other point I wish to make is really a 
bigger issue. The overall thrust of our drug 
laws is to treat drug possession and use as a 
criminal offense and not a health issue. That’s 
because we copied our drug laws from the 
United States (US) and that was their approach 
before. But for the US, this was in the 1970s. 
Their laws have changed now, while our laws 
still have the same approach that it is a purely 
criminal matter. The modern approach is: if 
you are a user, you have an illness that has to 

be addressed—not by putting you in jail, but 
by giving you the proper treatment. That is the 
more modern approach, and to me, the more 
civilized way of approaching the problem. If 
you look at other countries, it has worked, as 
substance abuse there has gone down. Now, 
the approach of our government is different; 
they are treating it purely as a criminal matter. 
With the war on drugs, it has become more 
than what the law provides. It has become a 
case of justice coming from guns rather than 
the courts. We have questioned this before the 
courts. We agree that there is a problem with 
drugs and that we should address it, but what 
is the right way to do it? 

The other point that must be emphasized—
and this is not anymore just the drugs law—
is that we should stop using lists. What 
happens is the government comes out with 
supposed narco-lists, drug lists, even alleged 
communist-front lists, but these are not based 
on evidence. For example, in the very first 
narco-list that came out soon after the start of 
this administration, the name of a judge who 
was already dead was included. The living 
judges then thought, ‘kung yung mga patay na 
nga na judge naisama eh pano pa kaya kami? 

Napakadali na ilagay ang aming pangalan 
sa listahan (If even deceased judges were 
included in the list, what more for the living 
judges? It is so easy to include our names 
on the list).’ This has adversely affected the 
independence of the judiciary and that is 
one of the dangers of using lists. The other 
danger is, I have many people come to me 
saying, ‘Attorney, ’yung pangalan ko nasa 
listahan wala naman akong kinalaman sa 
drugs. Eh kasi nakaaway ko ang barangay 
captain kaya siguro ako nailagay sa listahan 
(My name was on the list even if I am not 
involved in drugs. Maybe it’s because I 
fought with the barangay captain).’ It is 
very disturbing because once your name is 
on the list, it is very hard to remove your 
name. You can be subjected to tokhang or 
even extrajudicial killing if your name is on 
the list. So, we should stop using these lists 
because the process for filing a case based 
on evidence is already there. Historically, the 
Japanese used lists to search for guerrillas and 
Hitler used lists to exterminate Jews. Hindi 
makatarungan at makatao ang paggamit ng 
listahan (It is not just or humane to use lists).

5What other laws do you propose, 
aside from bills seeking to address 
the justice system, human rights, and 

drugs war? 
I have quite an extensive legislative 

platform. In terms of the environment, we 
need to seriously shift to renewable energy. 
We cannot continue to rely on fossil fuels, 
coal plants, and the like because it is so 
bad for the environment. Second, water is 
going to become a big issue within the next 
20 years. I believe the government should 
already start thinking about how we’re going 
to deal with this problem, because the studies 
show it is going to be a big problem.  Third is 
climate change and how it has brought about 
harsher typhoons and weather. We should be 
prepared for that. We have laws, we have the 
Climate Change Commission, but it needs 
more attention because it has become a more 
pressing concern.

In terms of the urban poor I support the 
on-site, in-city resettlement bill. It provides 
that resettlement of poor people should be 
humane and should be done in consultation 
with them. It should also be, as much as 
possible, within the same area where they 
were staying before, and the basic necessities 
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The other point I wish to make is really a 
bigger issue. The overall thrust of our drug 
laws is to treat drug possession and use as a 
criminal offense and not a health issue. That’s 
because we copied our drug laws from the 
United States (US) and that was their approach 
before. But for the US, this was in the 1970s. 
Their laws have changed now, while our laws 
still have the same approach that it is a purely 
criminal matter. The modern approach is: if 
you are a user, you have an illness that has to 

be addressed—not by putting you in jail, but 
by giving you the proper treatment. That is the 
more modern approach, and to me, the more 
civilized way of approaching the problem. If 
you look at other countries, it has worked, as 
substance abuse there has gone down. Now, 
the approach of our government is different; 
they are treating it purely as a criminal matter. 
With the war on drugs, it has become more 
than what the law provides. It has become a 
case of justice coming from guns rather than 
the courts. We have questioned this before the 
courts. We agree that there is a problem with 
drugs and that we should address it, but what 
is the right way to do it? 

The other point that must be emphasized—
and this is not anymore just the drugs law—
is that we should stop using lists. What 
happens is the government comes out with 
supposed narco-lists, drug lists, even alleged 
communist-front lists, but these are not based 
on evidence. For example, in the very first 
narco-list that came out soon after the start of 
this administration, the name of a judge who 
was already dead was included. The living 
judges then thought, ‘kung yung mga patay na 
nga na judge naisama eh pano pa kaya kami? 

Napakadali na ilagay ang aming pangalan 
sa listahan (If even deceased judges were 
included in the list, what more for the living 
judges? It is so easy to include our names 
on the list).’ This has adversely affected the 
independence of the judiciary and that is 
one of the dangers of using lists. The other 
danger is, I have many people come to me 
saying, ‘Attorney, ’yung pangalan ko nasa 
listahan wala naman akong kinalaman sa 
drugs. Eh kasi nakaaway ko ang barangay 
captain kaya siguro ako nailagay sa listahan 
(My name was on the list even if I am not 
involved in drugs. Maybe it’s because I 
fought with the barangay captain).’ It is 
very disturbing because once your name is 
on the list, it is very hard to remove your 
name. You can be subjected to tokhang or 
even extrajudicial killing if your name is on 
the list. So, we should stop using these lists 
because the process for filing a case based 
on evidence is already there. Historically, the 
Japanese used lists to search for guerrillas and 
Hitler used lists to exterminate Jews. Hindi 
makatarungan at makatao ang paggamit ng 
listahan (It is not just or humane to use lists).

5What other laws do you propose, 
aside from bills seeking to address 
the justice system, human rights, and 

drugs war? 
I have quite an extensive legislative 

platform. In terms of the environment, we 
need to seriously shift to renewable energy. 
We cannot continue to rely on fossil fuels, 
coal plants, and the like because it is so 
bad for the environment. Second, water is 
going to become a big issue within the next 
20 years. I believe the government should 
already start thinking about how we’re going 
to deal with this problem, because the studies 
show it is going to be a big problem.  Third is 
climate change and how it has brought about 
harsher typhoons and weather. We should be 
prepared for that. We have laws, we have the 
Climate Change Commission, but it needs 
more attention because it has become a more 
pressing concern.

In terms of the urban poor I support the 
on-site, in-city resettlement bill. It provides 
that resettlement of poor people should be 
humane and should be done in consultation 
with them. It should also be, as much as 
possible, within the same area where they 
were staying before, and the basic necessities 
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should be provided. When they are forcibly 
relocated somewhere far away where there is 
no opportunity for work and no basic services 
are provided, they end up going back to where 
they were before. That should not be the case, 
so I support this pending bill.

In terms of the local government, I am in 
favor of accelerating the devolution of powers 
from the national government or, basically, 
more decentralization. It is good that our SC 
came out with a decision that the just share 
of LGU’s should be sourced from all national 
taxes, not only national internal revenue 
taxes. But recently, I was talking to local 
government officials who told me that the SC 
decision has not yet been implemented. But 
even more than that, we have to find ways 
to really decentralize because the closest 
government to the people is really the local 
government. At the same time, we have to 
make sure that local government officials 
are equipped with the rights skills, training, 
and resources to do their jobs properly.There 
are some local governments that are very 
progressive. For instance, sa Naga City, ang 
ganda-ganda ng pagpapatakbo nila doon (their 
way of running the local government is very 
efficient) and it is very participatory because 
the people’s organizations are involved in the 
budget process as well as the implementation 
of projects. As a result, the people are part 
of the decision-making process and they feel 
like they are part of it instead of being distant 
from the government. That is why I support 
the People’s Empowerment Bill. If we just 
strengthen our local government units within 

the existing Constitution, that is sufficient [and 
there is no need for federalism]. 

6What is your solution for the congestion 
in Metro Manila? 

It is really a lack of urban planning, 
which we have not had ever since. When a new 
administration comes in, it discontinues the 
programs done by the previous administration. 
Minsan pa nga, binabaliktad nila (Sometimes, 
they even undo the work). There has to be 
a long-term, a 25- or 50-year plan that the 
government will follow. Of course, you can 
tweak it, but it should basically remain the 
same all throughout. There were moves during 
the previous administration to do that, but I 
am uncertain if the current administration is 
continuing it. One pending bill I support is the 
National Land Use Act. Right now, the use of 
our land is governed by local governments. In 
one city, you can do this, but go to another city, 
you cannot. We have to find a way to rationalize 
that; at least establish the minimum standards for 
all LGU’s.

7What are your plans for improving the 
agricultural and industrial sector of the 
country? 

We need to modernize our agricultural sector. 
We need to find ways to improve the lives of our 
farmers, their quality of life, and their standard 
of living. At the same time, we need to make it 
attractive so that their children and others will 
continue farming. The average age of farmers 
nowadays is 59-60 years old and if you talk to 
their children, they do not want to be farmers 
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The other point I wish to make is really a 
bigger issue. The overall thrust of our drug 
laws is to treat drug possession and use as a 
criminal offense and not a health issue. That’s 
because we copied our drug laws from the 
United States (US) and that was their approach 
before. But for the US, this was in the 1970s. 
Their laws have changed now, while our laws 
still have the same approach that it is a purely 
criminal matter. The modern approach is: if 
you are a user, you have an illness that has to 

be addressed—not by putting you in jail, but 
by giving you the proper treatment. That is the 
more modern approach, and to me, the more 
civilized way of approaching the problem. If 
you look at other countries, it has worked, as 
substance abuse there has gone down. Now, 
the approach of our government is different; 
they are treating it purely as a criminal matter. 
With the war on drugs, it has become more 
than what the law provides. It has become a 
case of justice coming from guns rather than 
the courts. We have questioned this before the 
courts. We agree that there is a problem with 
drugs and that we should address it, but what 
is the right way to do it? 

The other point that must be emphasized—
and this is not anymore just the drugs law—
is that we should stop using lists. What 
happens is the government comes out with 
supposed narco-lists, drug lists, even alleged 
communist-front lists, but these are not based 
on evidence. For example, in the very first 
narco-list that came out soon after the start of 
this administration, the name of a judge who 
was already dead was included. The living 
judges then thought, ‘kung yung mga patay na 
nga na judge naisama eh pano pa kaya kami? 

Napakadali na ilagay ang aming pangalan 
sa listahan (If even deceased judges were 
included in the list, what more for the living 
judges? It is so easy to include our names 
on the list).’ This has adversely affected the 
independence of the judiciary and that is 
one of the dangers of using lists. The other 
danger is, I have many people come to me 
saying, ‘Attorney, ’yung pangalan ko nasa 
listahan wala naman akong kinalaman sa 
drugs. Eh kasi nakaaway ko ang barangay 
captain kaya siguro ako nailagay sa listahan 
(My name was on the list even if I am not 
involved in drugs. Maybe it’s because I 
fought with the barangay captain).’ It is 
very disturbing because once your name is 
on the list, it is very hard to remove your 
name. You can be subjected to tokhang or 
even extrajudicial killing if your name is on 
the list. So, we should stop using these lists 
because the process for filing a case based 
on evidence is already there. Historically, the 
Japanese used lists to search for guerrillas and 
Hitler used lists to exterminate Jews. Hindi 
makatarungan at makatao ang paggamit ng 
listahan (It is not just or humane to use lists).

5What other laws do you propose, 
aside from bills seeking to address 
the justice system, human rights, and 

drugs war? 
I have quite an extensive legislative 

platform. In terms of the environment, we 
need to seriously shift to renewable energy. 
We cannot continue to rely on fossil fuels, 
coal plants, and the like because it is so 
bad for the environment. Second, water is 
going to become a big issue within the next 
20 years. I believe the government should 
already start thinking about how we’re going 
to deal with this problem, because the studies 
show it is going to be a big problem.  Third is 
climate change and how it has brought about 
harsher typhoons and weather. We should be 
prepared for that. We have laws, we have the 
Climate Change Commission, but it needs 
more attention because it has become a more 
pressing concern.

In terms of the urban poor I support the 
on-site, in-city resettlement bill. It provides 
that resettlement of poor people should be 
humane and should be done in consultation 
with them. It should also be, as much as 
possible, within the same area where they 
were staying before, and the basic necessities 
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The other point I wish to make is really a 
bigger issue. The overall thrust of our drug 
laws is to treat drug possession and use as a 
criminal offense and not a health issue. That’s 
because we copied our drug laws from the 
United States (US) and that was their approach 
before. But for the US, this was in the 1970s. 
Their laws have changed now, while our laws 
still have the same approach that it is a purely 
criminal matter. The modern approach is: if 
you are a user, you have an illness that has to 

be addressed—not by putting you in jail, but 
by giving you the proper treatment. That is the 
more modern approach, and to me, the more 
civilized way of approaching the problem. If 
you look at other countries, it has worked, as 
substance abuse there has gone down. Now, 
the approach of our government is different; 
they are treating it purely as a criminal matter. 
With the war on drugs, it has become more 
than what the law provides. It has become a 
case of justice coming from guns rather than 
the courts. We have questioned this before the 
courts. We agree that there is a problem with 
drugs and that we should address it, but what 
is the right way to do it? 

The other point that must be emphasized—
and this is not anymore just the drugs law—
is that we should stop using lists. What 
happens is the government comes out with 
supposed narco-lists, drug lists, even alleged 
communist-front lists, but these are not based 
on evidence. For example, in the very first 
narco-list that came out soon after the start of 
this administration, the name of a judge who 
was already dead was included. The living 
judges then thought, ‘kung yung mga patay na 
nga na judge naisama eh pano pa kaya kami? 

Napakadali na ilagay ang aming pangalan 
sa listahan (If even deceased judges were 
included in the list, what more for the living 
judges? It is so easy to include our names 
on the list).’ This has adversely affected the 
independence of the judiciary and that is 
one of the dangers of using lists. The other 
danger is, I have many people come to me 
saying, ‘Attorney, ’yung pangalan ko nasa 
listahan wala naman akong kinalaman sa 
drugs. Eh kasi nakaaway ko ang barangay 
captain kaya siguro ako nailagay sa listahan 
(My name was on the list even if I am not 
involved in drugs. Maybe it’s because I 
fought with the barangay captain).’ It is 
very disturbing because once your name is 
on the list, it is very hard to remove your 
name. You can be subjected to tokhang or 
even extrajudicial killing if your name is on 
the list. So, we should stop using these lists 
because the process for filing a case based 
on evidence is already there. Historically, the 
Japanese used lists to search for guerrillas and 
Hitler used lists to exterminate Jews. Hindi 
makatarungan at makatao ang paggamit ng 
listahan (It is not just or humane to use lists).

5What other laws do you propose, 
aside from bills seeking to address 
the justice system, human rights, and 

drugs war? 
I have quite an extensive legislative 

platform. In terms of the environment, we 
need to seriously shift to renewable energy. 
We cannot continue to rely on fossil fuels, 
coal plants, and the like because it is so 
bad for the environment. Second, water is 
going to become a big issue within the next 
20 years. I believe the government should 
already start thinking about how we’re going 
to deal with this problem, because the studies 
show it is going to be a big problem.  Third is 
climate change and how it has brought about 
harsher typhoons and weather. We should be 
prepared for that. We have laws, we have the 
Climate Change Commission, but it needs 
more attention because it has become a more 
pressing concern.

In terms of the urban poor I support the 
on-site, in-city resettlement bill. It provides 
that resettlement of poor people should be 
humane and should be done in consultation 
with them. It should also be, as much as 
possible, within the same area where they 
were staying before, and the basic necessities 
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The other point I wish to make is really a 
bigger issue. The overall thrust of our drug 
laws is to treat drug possession and use as a 
criminal offense and not a health issue. That’s 
because we copied our drug laws from the 
United States (US) and that was their approach 
before. But for the US, this was in the 1970s. 
Their laws have changed now, while our laws 
still have the same approach that it is a purely 
criminal matter. The modern approach is: if 
you are a user, you have an illness that has to 

be addressed—not by putting you in jail, but 
by giving you the proper treatment. That is the 
more modern approach, and to me, the more 
civilized way of approaching the problem. If 
you look at other countries, it has worked, as 
substance abuse there has gone down. Now, 
the approach of our government is different; 
they are treating it purely as a criminal matter. 
With the war on drugs, it has become more 
than what the law provides. It has become a 
case of justice coming from guns rather than 
the courts. We have questioned this before the 
courts. We agree that there is a problem with 
drugs and that we should address it, but what 
is the right way to do it? 

The other point that must be emphasized—
and this is not anymore just the drugs law—
is that we should stop using lists. What 
happens is the government comes out with 
supposed narco-lists, drug lists, even alleged 
communist-front lists, but these are not based 
on evidence. For example, in the very first 
narco-list that came out soon after the start of 
this administration, the name of a judge who 
was already dead was included. The living 
judges then thought, ‘kung yung mga patay na 
nga na judge naisama eh pano pa kaya kami? 

Napakadali na ilagay ang aming pangalan 
sa listahan (If even deceased judges were 
included in the list, what more for the living 
judges? It is so easy to include our names 
on the list).’ This has adversely affected the 
independence of the judiciary and that is 
one of the dangers of using lists. The other 
danger is, I have many people come to me 
saying, ‘Attorney, ’yung pangalan ko nasa 
listahan wala naman akong kinalaman sa 
drugs. Eh kasi nakaaway ko ang barangay 
captain kaya siguro ako nailagay sa listahan 
(My name was on the list even if I am not 
involved in drugs. Maybe it’s because I 
fought with the barangay captain).’ It is 
very disturbing because once your name is 
on the list, it is very hard to remove your 
name. You can be subjected to tokhang or 
even extrajudicial killing if your name is on 
the list. So, we should stop using these lists 
because the process for filing a case based 
on evidence is already there. Historically, the 
Japanese used lists to search for guerrillas and 
Hitler used lists to exterminate Jews. Hindi 
makatarungan at makatao ang paggamit ng 
listahan (It is not just or humane to use lists).

5What other laws do you propose, 
aside from bills seeking to address 
the justice system, human rights, and 

drugs war? 
I have quite an extensive legislative 

platform. In terms of the environment, we 
need to seriously shift to renewable energy. 
We cannot continue to rely on fossil fuels, 
coal plants, and the like because it is so 
bad for the environment. Second, water is 
going to become a big issue within the next 
20 years. I believe the government should 
already start thinking about how we’re going 
to deal with this problem, because the studies 
show it is going to be a big problem.  Third is 
climate change and how it has brought about 
harsher typhoons and weather. We should be 
prepared for that. We have laws, we have the 
Climate Change Commission, but it needs 
more attention because it has become a more 
pressing concern.

In terms of the urban poor I support the 
on-site, in-city resettlement bill. It provides 
that resettlement of poor people should be 
humane and should be done in consultation 
with them. It should also be, as much as 
possible, within the same area where they 
were staying before, and the basic necessities 
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should be provided. When they are forcibly 
relocated somewhere far away where there is 
no opportunity for work and no basic services 
are provided, they end up going back to where 
they were before. That should not be the case, 
so I support this pending bill.

In terms of the local government, I am in 
favor of accelerating the devolution of powers 
from the national government or, basically, 
more decentralization. It is good that our SC 
came out with a decision that the just share 
of LGU’s should be sourced from all national 
taxes, not only national internal revenue 
taxes. But recently, I was talking to local 
government officials who told me that the SC 
decision has not yet been implemented. But 
even more than that, we have to find ways 
to really decentralize because the closest 
government to the people is really the local 
government. At the same time, we have to 
make sure that local government officials 
are equipped with the rights skills, training, 
and resources to do their jobs properly.There 
are some local governments that are very 
progressive. For instance, sa Naga City, ang 
ganda-ganda ng pagpapatakbo nila doon (their 
way of running the local government is very 
efficient) and it is very participatory because 
the people’s organizations are involved in the 
budget process as well as the implementation 
of projects. As a result, the people are part 
of the decision-making process and they feel 
like they are part of it instead of being distant 
from the government. That is why I support 
the People’s Empowerment Bill. If we just 
strengthen our local government units within 

the existing Constitution, that is sufficient [and 
there is no need for federalism]. 

6What is your solution for the congestion 
in Metro Manila? 

It is really a lack of urban planning, 
which we have not had ever since. When a new 
administration comes in, it discontinues the 
programs done by the previous administration. 
Minsan pa nga, binabaliktad nila (Sometimes, 
they even undo the work). There has to be 
a long-term, a 25- or 50-year plan that the 
government will follow. Of course, you can 
tweak it, but it should basically remain the 
same all throughout. There were moves during 
the previous administration to do that, but I 
am uncertain if the current administration is 
continuing it. One pending bill I support is the 
National Land Use Act. Right now, the use of 
our land is governed by local governments. In 
one city, you can do this, but go to another city, 
you cannot. We have to find a way to rationalize 
that; at least establish the minimum standards for 
all LGU’s.

7What are your plans for improving the 
agricultural and industrial sector of the 
country? 

We need to modernize our agricultural sector. 
We need to find ways to improve the lives of our 
farmers, their quality of life, and their standard 
of living. At the same time, we need to make it 
attractive so that their children and others will 
continue farming. The average age of farmers 
nowadays is 59-60 years old and if you talk to 
their children, they do not want to be farmers 
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kasi` ang hirap ng buhay (because it is a 
difficult way of living). If that continues, much 
of the land that we now use to farm eventually 
will be developed into other uses, and then, 
where will we get our food? We cannot always 
just import all our food. Yes, we may need to 
import from time to time, but when you make it 
into a law like the Rice Tarification Act without 
giving any attention to the local farmers, there 
will come a point when we they will not be able 
to produce the food we need. So we have to 
provide the farmers with the understanding, the 
know-how, the resources, and equipment they 
need to give them a better life. 

For the industrial sector, I definitely think 
we should be able to manufacture our own 
products, particularly steel. It is sad that in 
the ’60s, we were already on the way to doing 
that and then, suddenly, the economic policies 
shifted and that was discontinued. 

8What is your stand on the current 
relations between the Philippines and 
China, and in relation to the United 

States? 
Let me answer that by saying we are 

mandated to have an independent foreign 
policy and that means, independent of any 
other country. To me, it is not just a question 
of China or even the United States, because 
whichever country it may be, we should have 
an independent foreign policy. As far as our 
relationship with China is concerned, I agree 
that we need to maintain good relations with 
them because it is a powerful country and our 
neighbor, but at the same time, we must assert 
our sovereignty and self-determination. I am 
concerned by what is happening in the West 
Philippine Sea. We are being perceived by other 
countries as having surrendered our territory. 

I would not want that to happen. I strongly 
believe that we should assert that that is our 
territory because the arbitral ruling is very 
clear and we should enforce it. I’m not saying 
that we should engage in war with China as 
we would not be in a position to win that war 
militarily, but we can always use diplomacy 
and international relations.

Apart from this, I am concerned about 
the lack of transparency in the agreements 
signed with China. The government, as far as 
I know, has not disclosed the contents of these 
agreements. We do not know what are the 
terms and conditions, if they would be onerous 
or prejudicial to the interests of our country. 
I believe we are entitled to see the contracts. 
With regard to foreign workers taking jobs in 
our country, we should tighten up the law and 
implement the existing law properly, which 
provides that we can hire foreign workers 
only if there are no skilled Filipino workers 
available. From what I’ve gathered, we have 
skilled workers who can do the same jobs, so 
why are we allowing foreigners to come in? I 
have nothing against them, but the ones most in 
need of jobs are our countrymen and women, 
and they should be given priority.

9For a generation who is not familiar 
with the late Senator Jose W. Diokno, 
can you refresh the memory of his 

significance in Philippine politics and 
history? How will you continue his legacy?

My father was a senator for many years 
before Martial Law was declared. As a senator, 
he was the author of economic legislation 
like the Omnibus Investment Incentives Act, 
among others. Initially, he was really known as 
a statesman among politicians, and he was an 
outstanding senator for all the terms he sat in 
the senate. Many people forget that part of his 
career because they know him as the father of 
human rights. In 1972, he was arrested without 
any warrant and no case being filed against 
him. He was imprisoned for two years without 
any reason at all. When he was released in 
1974, he turned his back on politics and 
concentrated on being a human rights lawyer. 
In effect, he dedicated the rest of his life to 
handling cases for free. At the time, ‘human 
rights’ was not yet part of our vocabulary; he 
was just a lawyer who gave free legal aid to 
those who needed it, especially those who were 
the subject of abuse by the government. He 
focused on helping poor communities being 
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demolished by the government, workers who 
were being taken out of their jobs, and cases 
like that. He did those things because he felt 
we needed to restore law in the country. 

Now that we have justice coming from the 
barrels of guns, it is very similar to what had 
happened before. At that time, all the branches 
of government bowed only to one man because 
Marcos, the chief executive, had lawmaking 
powers and also captured the judiciary because 
he could remove any justice or judge anytime. 
My father was one of the first to stand up to the 
dictatorship at the time when everybody was 
afraid, and the fear was very justified kasi ’pag 
magsalita ka noon, huhulihin ka, o kung hindi 
man, papatayin ka (because if you spoke up, 
they will put you in jail or possibly kill you). 
Nonetheless, he fought the fear 
and decided he needed to stand up 
for the people. It is because of him 
and others like him that we have 
the rights and freedoms we enjoy 
today. Whenever I have the chance, 
I tell the young people that if not 
for those few people who stood up 
to the dictatorship, we would not 
be enjoying the freedoms we have 
today—to use Facebook, to speak 
freely, and so on. 

I have continued his legacy as a 
member and now the chairperson 
of FLAG, the human rights 
organization that he founded. As 
a FLAG lawyer, I have handled 
cases and continue to handle cases 
involving all kinds of human rights 
violations. I have handled cases of enforced 
disappearances, extra-judicial killings, and 
have fought for the rights of teachers, students, 
fisherfolk, and farmers, among others. 

10Despite the difficulties and dangers 
of your advocacy, how will you 
inspire the generation of today to 

follow in your lead? 
In the last 30 years, I have received a 

number of death threats. I have been the 
subject of surveillance, and even electric 
monitoring. You kind of get used to it. You take 
the necessary precautions, but it comes with 
the territory: if you are a human rights lawyer 
or even just a regular litigator, chances are 
you will receive threats. But I do not let these 
deter me. I simply look at the young people 
of today. Actually, it is the youth that inspire 

me. I’ll give you concrete examples. When 
the SC decision on the Marcos burial came 
out, there was a young woman—the press 
took a picture of her—who went by herself 
to the gates of the Libingan ng mga Bayani 
to protest of the burial of Marcos. That was 
to me very heartwarming, that there was this 
young person who was not affiliated with any 
group and not related to any victim who went 
there as a form of protest. She simply said, ‘I 
just felt it was wrong.’ Another example is a 
young teacher of a lumad school who is under 
threat. Her mother was even abducted, and yet 
she was still speaking openly about what is 
happening in Mindanao, even if the military 
was pressuring her not to say anything. She 
is speaking out because she believes that it is 
not right and something has to be done about 
it. These are the real heroes of our country. 
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kasi` ang hirap ng buhay (because it is a 
difficult way of living). If that continues, much 
of the land that we now use to farm eventually 
will be developed into other uses, and then, 
where will we get our food? We cannot always 
just import all our food. Yes, we may need to 
import from time to time, but when you make it 
into a law like the Rice Tarification Act without 
giving any attention to the local farmers, there 
will come a point when we they will not be able 
to produce the food we need. So we have to 
provide the farmers with the understanding, the 
know-how, the resources, and equipment they 
need to give them a better life. 

For the industrial sector, I definitely think 
we should be able to manufacture our own 
products, particularly steel. It is sad that in 
the ’60s, we were already on the way to doing 
that and then, suddenly, the economic policies 
shifted and that was discontinued. 

8What is your stand on the current 
relations between the Philippines and 
China, and in relation to the United 

States? 
Let me answer that by saying we are 

mandated to have an independent foreign 
policy and that means, independent of any 
other country. To me, it is not just a question 
of China or even the United States, because 
whichever country it may be, we should have 
an independent foreign policy. As far as our 
relationship with China is concerned, I agree 
that we need to maintain good relations with 
them because it is a powerful country and our 
neighbor, but at the same time, we must assert 
our sovereignty and self-determination. I am 
concerned by what is happening in the West 
Philippine Sea. We are being perceived by other 
countries as having surrendered our territory. 

I would not want that to happen. I strongly 
believe that we should assert that that is our 
territory because the arbitral ruling is very 
clear and we should enforce it. I’m not saying 
that we should engage in war with China as 
we would not be in a position to win that war 
militarily, but we can always use diplomacy 
and international relations.

Apart from this, I am concerned about 
the lack of transparency in the agreements 
signed with China. The government, as far as 
I know, has not disclosed the contents of these 
agreements. We do not know what are the 
terms and conditions, if they would be onerous 
or prejudicial to the interests of our country. 
I believe we are entitled to see the contracts. 
With regard to foreign workers taking jobs in 
our country, we should tighten up the law and 
implement the existing law properly, which 
provides that we can hire foreign workers 
only if there are no skilled Filipino workers 
available. From what I’ve gathered, we have 
skilled workers who can do the same jobs, so 
why are we allowing foreigners to come in? I 
have nothing against them, but the ones most in 
need of jobs are our countrymen and women, 
and they should be given priority.

9For a generation who is not familiar 
with the late Senator Jose W. Diokno, 
can you refresh the memory of his 

significance in Philippine politics and 
history? How will you continue his legacy?

My father was a senator for many years 
before Martial Law was declared. As a senator, 
he was the author of economic legislation 
like the Omnibus Investment Incentives Act, 
among others. Initially, he was really known as 
a statesman among politicians, and he was an 
outstanding senator for all the terms he sat in 
the senate. Many people forget that part of his 
career because they know him as the father of 
human rights. In 1972, he was arrested without 
any warrant and no case being filed against 
him. He was imprisoned for two years without 
any reason at all. When he was released in 
1974, he turned his back on politics and 
concentrated on being a human rights lawyer. 
In effect, he dedicated the rest of his life to 
handling cases for free. At the time, ‘human 
rights’ was not yet part of our vocabulary; he 
was just a lawyer who gave free legal aid to 
those who needed it, especially those who were 
the subject of abuse by the government. He 
focused on helping poor communities being 
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demolished by the government, workers who 
were being taken out of their jobs, and cases 
like that. He did those things because he felt 
we needed to restore law in the country. 

Now that we have justice coming from the 
barrels of guns, it is very similar to what had 
happened before. At that time, all the branches 
of government bowed only to one man because 
Marcos, the chief executive, had lawmaking 
powers and also captured the judiciary because 
he could remove any justice or judge anytime. 
My father was one of the first to stand up to the 
dictatorship at the time when everybody was 
afraid, and the fear was very justified kasi ’pag 
magsalita ka noon, huhulihin ka, o kung hindi 
man, papatayin ka (because if you spoke up, 
they will put you in jail or possibly kill you). 
Nonetheless, he fought the fear 
and decided he needed to stand up 
for the people. It is because of him 
and others like him that we have 
the rights and freedoms we enjoy 
today. Whenever I have the chance, 
I tell the young people that if not 
for those few people who stood up 
to the dictatorship, we would not 
be enjoying the freedoms we have 
today—to use Facebook, to speak 
freely, and so on. 

I have continued his legacy as a 
member and now the chairperson 
of FLAG, the human rights 
organization that he founded. As 
a FLAG lawyer, I have handled 
cases and continue to handle cases 
involving all kinds of human rights 
violations. I have handled cases of enforced 
disappearances, extra-judicial killings, and 
have fought for the rights of teachers, students, 
fisherfolk, and farmers, among others. 

10Despite the difficulties and dangers 
of your advocacy, how will you 
inspire the generation of today to 

follow in your lead? 
In the last 30 years, I have received a 

number of death threats. I have been the 
subject of surveillance, and even electric 
monitoring. You kind of get used to it. You take 
the necessary precautions, but it comes with 
the territory: if you are a human rights lawyer 
or even just a regular litigator, chances are 
you will receive threats. But I do not let these 
deter me. I simply look at the young people 
of today. Actually, it is the youth that inspire 

me. I’ll give you concrete examples. When 
the SC decision on the Marcos burial came 
out, there was a young woman—the press 
took a picture of her—who went by herself 
to the gates of the Libingan ng mga Bayani 
to protest of the burial of Marcos. That was 
to me very heartwarming, that there was this 
young person who was not affiliated with any 
group and not related to any victim who went 
there as a form of protest. She simply said, ‘I 
just felt it was wrong.’ Another example is a 
young teacher of a lumad school who is under 
threat. Her mother was even abducted, and yet 
she was still speaking openly about what is 
happening in Mindanao, even if the military 
was pressuring her not to say anything. She 
is speaking out because she believes that it is 
not right and something has to be done about 
it. These are the real heroes of our country. 
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kasi` ang hirap ng buhay (because it is a 
difficult way of living). If that continues, much 
of the land that we now use to farm eventually 
will be developed into other uses, and then, 
where will we get our food? We cannot always 
just import all our food. Yes, we may need to 
import from time to time, but when you make it 
into a law like the Rice Tarification Act without 
giving any attention to the local farmers, there 
will come a point when we they will not be able 
to produce the food we need. So we have to 
provide the farmers with the understanding, the 
know-how, the resources, and equipment they 
need to give them a better life. 

For the industrial sector, I definitely think 
we should be able to manufacture our own 
products, particularly steel. It is sad that in 
the ’60s, we were already on the way to doing 
that and then, suddenly, the economic policies 
shifted and that was discontinued. 

8What is your stand on the current 
relations between the Philippines and 
China, and in relation to the United 

States? 
Let me answer that by saying we are 

mandated to have an independent foreign 
policy and that means, independent of any 
other country. To me, it is not just a question 
of China or even the United States, because 
whichever country it may be, we should have 
an independent foreign policy. As far as our 
relationship with China is concerned, I agree 
that we need to maintain good relations with 
them because it is a powerful country and our 
neighbor, but at the same time, we must assert 
our sovereignty and self-determination. I am 
concerned by what is happening in the West 
Philippine Sea. We are being perceived by other 
countries as having surrendered our territory. 

I would not want that to happen. I strongly 
believe that we should assert that that is our 
territory because the arbitral ruling is very 
clear and we should enforce it. I’m not saying 
that we should engage in war with China as 
we would not be in a position to win that war 
militarily, but we can always use diplomacy 
and international relations.

Apart from this, I am concerned about 
the lack of transparency in the agreements 
signed with China. The government, as far as 
I know, has not disclosed the contents of these 
agreements. We do not know what are the 
terms and conditions, if they would be onerous 
or prejudicial to the interests of our country. 
I believe we are entitled to see the contracts. 
With regard to foreign workers taking jobs in 
our country, we should tighten up the law and 
implement the existing law properly, which 
provides that we can hire foreign workers 
only if there are no skilled Filipino workers 
available. From what I’ve gathered, we have 
skilled workers who can do the same jobs, so 
why are we allowing foreigners to come in? I 
have nothing against them, but the ones most in 
need of jobs are our countrymen and women, 
and they should be given priority.

9For a generation who is not familiar 
with the late Senator Jose W. Diokno, 
can you refresh the memory of his 

significance in Philippine politics and 
history? How will you continue his legacy?

My father was a senator for many years 
before Martial Law was declared. As a senator, 
he was the author of economic legislation 
like the Omnibus Investment Incentives Act, 
among others. Initially, he was really known as 
a statesman among politicians, and he was an 
outstanding senator for all the terms he sat in 
the senate. Many people forget that part of his 
career because they know him as the father of 
human rights. In 1972, he was arrested without 
any warrant and no case being filed against 
him. He was imprisoned for two years without 
any reason at all. When he was released in 
1974, he turned his back on politics and 
concentrated on being a human rights lawyer. 
In effect, he dedicated the rest of his life to 
handling cases for free. At the time, ‘human 
rights’ was not yet part of our vocabulary; he 
was just a lawyer who gave free legal aid to 
those who needed it, especially those who were 
the subject of abuse by the government. He 
focused on helping poor communities being 
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demolished by the government, workers who 
were being taken out of their jobs, and cases 
like that. He did those things because he felt 
we needed to restore law in the country. 

Now that we have justice coming from the 
barrels of guns, it is very similar to what had 
happened before. At that time, all the branches 
of government bowed only to one man because 
Marcos, the chief executive, had lawmaking 
powers and also captured the judiciary because 
he could remove any justice or judge anytime. 
My father was one of the first to stand up to the 
dictatorship at the time when everybody was 
afraid, and the fear was very justified kasi ’pag 
magsalita ka noon, huhulihin ka, o kung hindi 
man, papatayin ka (because if you spoke up, 
they will put you in jail or possibly kill you). 
Nonetheless, he fought the fear 
and decided he needed to stand up 
for the people. It is because of him 
and others like him that we have 
the rights and freedoms we enjoy 
today. Whenever I have the chance, 
I tell the young people that if not 
for those few people who stood up 
to the dictatorship, we would not 
be enjoying the freedoms we have 
today—to use Facebook, to speak 
freely, and so on. 

I have continued his legacy as a 
member and now the chairperson 
of FLAG, the human rights 
organization that he founded. As 
a FLAG lawyer, I have handled 
cases and continue to handle cases 
involving all kinds of human rights 
violations. I have handled cases of enforced 
disappearances, extra-judicial killings, and 
have fought for the rights of teachers, students, 
fisherfolk, and farmers, among others. 

10Despite the difficulties and dangers 
of your advocacy, how will you 
inspire the generation of today to 

follow in your lead? 
In the last 30 years, I have received a 

number of death threats. I have been the 
subject of surveillance, and even electric 
monitoring. You kind of get used to it. You take 
the necessary precautions, but it comes with 
the territory: if you are a human rights lawyer 
or even just a regular litigator, chances are 
you will receive threats. But I do not let these 
deter me. I simply look at the young people 
of today. Actually, it is the youth that inspire 

me. I’ll give you concrete examples. When 
the SC decision on the Marcos burial came 
out, there was a young woman—the press 
took a picture of her—who went by herself 
to the gates of the Libingan ng mga Bayani 
to protest of the burial of Marcos. That was 
to me very heartwarming, that there was this 
young person who was not affiliated with any 
group and not related to any victim who went 
there as a form of protest. She simply said, ‘I 
just felt it was wrong.’ Another example is a 
young teacher of a lumad school who is under 
threat. Her mother was even abducted, and yet 
she was still speaking openly about what is 
happening in Mindanao, even if the military 
was pressuring her not to say anything. She 
is speaking out because she believes that it is 
not right and something has to be done about 
it. These are the real heroes of our country. 
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kasi` ang hirap ng buhay (because it is a 
difficult way of living). If that continues, much 
of the land that we now use to farm eventually 
will be developed into other uses, and then, 
where will we get our food? We cannot always 
just import all our food. Yes, we may need to 
import from time to time, but when you make it 
into a law like the Rice Tarification Act without 
giving any attention to the local farmers, there 
will come a point when we they will not be able 
to produce the food we need. So we have to 
provide the farmers with the understanding, the 
know-how, the resources, and equipment they 
need to give them a better life. 

For the industrial sector, I definitely think 
we should be able to manufacture our own 
products, particularly steel. It is sad that in 
the ’60s, we were already on the way to doing 
that and then, suddenly, the economic policies 
shifted and that was discontinued. 

8What is your stand on the current 
relations between the Philippines and 
China, and in relation to the United 

States? 
Let me answer that by saying we are 

mandated to have an independent foreign 
policy and that means, independent of any 
other country. To me, it is not just a question 
of China or even the United States, because 
whichever country it may be, we should have 
an independent foreign policy. As far as our 
relationship with China is concerned, I agree 
that we need to maintain good relations with 
them because it is a powerful country and our 
neighbor, but at the same time, we must assert 
our sovereignty and self-determination. I am 
concerned by what is happening in the West 
Philippine Sea. We are being perceived by other 
countries as having surrendered our territory. 

I would not want that to happen. I strongly 
believe that we should assert that that is our 
territory because the arbitral ruling is very 
clear and we should enforce it. I’m not saying 
that we should engage in war with China as 
we would not be in a position to win that war 
militarily, but we can always use diplomacy 
and international relations.

Apart from this, I am concerned about 
the lack of transparency in the agreements 
signed with China. The government, as far as 
I know, has not disclosed the contents of these 
agreements. We do not know what are the 
terms and conditions, if they would be onerous 
or prejudicial to the interests of our country. 
I believe we are entitled to see the contracts. 
With regard to foreign workers taking jobs in 
our country, we should tighten up the law and 
implement the existing law properly, which 
provides that we can hire foreign workers 
only if there are no skilled Filipino workers 
available. From what I’ve gathered, we have 
skilled workers who can do the same jobs, so 
why are we allowing foreigners to come in? I 
have nothing against them, but the ones most in 
need of jobs are our countrymen and women, 
and they should be given priority.

9For a generation who is not familiar 
with the late Senator Jose W. Diokno, 
can you refresh the memory of his 

significance in Philippine politics and 
history? How will you continue his legacy?

My father was a senator for many years 
before Martial Law was declared. As a senator, 
he was the author of economic legislation 
like the Omnibus Investment Incentives Act, 
among others. Initially, he was really known as 
a statesman among politicians, and he was an 
outstanding senator for all the terms he sat in 
the senate. Many people forget that part of his 
career because they know him as the father of 
human rights. In 1972, he was arrested without 
any warrant and no case being filed against 
him. He was imprisoned for two years without 
any reason at all. When he was released in 
1974, he turned his back on politics and 
concentrated on being a human rights lawyer. 
In effect, he dedicated the rest of his life to 
handling cases for free. At the time, ‘human 
rights’ was not yet part of our vocabulary; he 
was just a lawyer who gave free legal aid to 
those who needed it, especially those who were 
the subject of abuse by the government. He 
focused on helping poor communities being 
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demolished by the government, workers who 
were being taken out of their jobs, and cases 
like that. He did those things because he felt 
we needed to restore law in the country. 

Now that we have justice coming from the 
barrels of guns, it is very similar to what had 
happened before. At that time, all the branches 
of government bowed only to one man because 
Marcos, the chief executive, had lawmaking 
powers and also captured the judiciary because 
he could remove any justice or judge anytime. 
My father was one of the first to stand up to the 
dictatorship at the time when everybody was 
afraid, and the fear was very justified kasi ’pag 
magsalita ka noon, huhulihin ka, o kung hindi 
man, papatayin ka (because if you spoke up, 
they will put you in jail or possibly kill you). 
Nonetheless, he fought the fear 
and decided he needed to stand up 
for the people. It is because of him 
and others like him that we have 
the rights and freedoms we enjoy 
today. Whenever I have the chance, 
I tell the young people that if not 
for those few people who stood up 
to the dictatorship, we would not 
be enjoying the freedoms we have 
today—to use Facebook, to speak 
freely, and so on. 

I have continued his legacy as a 
member and now the chairperson 
of FLAG, the human rights 
organization that he founded. As 
a FLAG lawyer, I have handled 
cases and continue to handle cases 
involving all kinds of human rights 
violations. I have handled cases of enforced 
disappearances, extra-judicial killings, and 
have fought for the rights of teachers, students, 
fisherfolk, and farmers, among others. 

10Despite the difficulties and dangers 
of your advocacy, how will you 
inspire the generation of today to 

follow in your lead? 
In the last 30 years, I have received a 

number of death threats. I have been the 
subject of surveillance, and even electric 
monitoring. You kind of get used to it. You take 
the necessary precautions, but it comes with 
the territory: if you are a human rights lawyer 
or even just a regular litigator, chances are 
you will receive threats. But I do not let these 
deter me. I simply look at the young people 
of today. Actually, it is the youth that inspire 

me. I’ll give you concrete examples. When 
the SC decision on the Marcos burial came 
out, there was a young woman—the press 
took a picture of her—who went by herself 
to the gates of the Libingan ng mga Bayani 
to protest of the burial of Marcos. That was 
to me very heartwarming, that there was this 
young person who was not affiliated with any 
group and not related to any victim who went 
there as a form of protest. She simply said, ‘I 
just felt it was wrong.’ Another example is a 
young teacher of a lumad school who is under 
threat. Her mother was even abducted, and yet 
she was still speaking openly about what is 
happening in Mindanao, even if the military 
was pressuring her not to say anything. She 
is speaking out because she believes that it is 
not right and something has to be done about 
it. These are the real heroes of our country. 
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Month of Planet Earth (Worldwide – April)
takes note of the need to protect and save 
the planet from environmental degradation 
and to ensure a sustainable future for all. 

c a l e n d a r  o f  e v e n t s

National Women’s Month 
The theme “We Make Change 
Work for Women” highlights 
the empowerment of women 
as active contributors to and 
claimholders of development. 
 

M A R C H A P R I L

World Wildlife Day  Life 
Below Water: For People 
and Planet   (Worldwide 
– March 03) promotes 
conservation of our water 
resources. 
 

UNESCO-ITI World Theater 
Week  (Worldwide March 
21 to 27) celebrates the 
power of theatre to bring 
people together and to 
share the wealth of each 
country’s heritage, history, 
and theatrical traditions.
 
Philippine Water Week 
(4th week of March) is an 
international observance 
and an opportunity to 
learn more about water-
related issues.  
 

National Commission on 
Muslim Filipinos (Republic 
Act No. 9997 of 2010) 
promotes the rights of 
Muslim Filipinos, making 
them active participants in 
Philippine nation-building.
 

Founding anniversary 
of the Philippine Army 
(March 22) This year’s 
celebration is anchored 
on the theme “122 Years 
of Heroism: Serving the 
People, Serving the Land.”

Philippine Veterans 
Week (April 5 – 11) 
memorializes the 
principles, ideals, 
and deeds of our 
war veterans as a 
means to enhance 
patriotism and love 
for country. 

 
Araw ni Balagtas 
(April 2) commemorates 
the birth anniversary of 
Filipino poet and orator, 
Francisco Baltazar, 
also known as the 
“Ama ng Balagtasan.” 
(Proclamation No. 1249, 
s. 1974)
 
Gawad sa Manlilikha ng Bayan (April 3) 
recognizes Filipinos who are at the forefront 
of the practice, preservation, and promotion 
of the nation’s traditional folk arts.  
 

Day of Valor 
(April 9) 
commemorates 
the Fall of 
the Bataan 
peninsula during 
World War II.
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takes note of the need to protect and save 
the planet from environmental degradation 
and to ensure a sustainable future for all. 

c a l e n d a r  o f  e v e n t s

National Women’s Month 
The theme “We Make Change 
Work for Women” highlights 
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conservation of our water 
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UNESCO-ITI World Theater 
Week  (Worldwide March 
21 to 27) celebrates the 
power of theatre to bring 
people together and to 
share the wealth of each 
country’s heritage, history, 
and theatrical traditions.
 
Philippine Water Week 
(4th week of March) is an 
international observance 
and an opportunity to 
learn more about water-
related issues.  
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promotes the rights of 
Muslim Filipinos, making 
them active participants in 
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also known as the 
“Ama ng Balagtasan.” 
(Proclamation No. 1249, 
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of the nation’s traditional folk arts.  
 

Day of Valor 
(April 9) 
commemorates 
the Fall of 
the Bataan 
peninsula during 
World War II.
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After almost 20 years, lawyer 
Irene Joy Besido Garcia’s 
professional calling shifted 
from advocating the causes 
of individual clients or 
corporations to defending the 

public interest. The Power Sector Assets and 
Liabilities Management Corporation (PSALM) 
president and chief executive officer was in 
private practice for a long time, having started 
her career with the late great statesman, Senator 
Raul Roco. 

“He (Raul Roco) was a young lawyer 
then who was working for the ACCRALAW 
(Angara Abello Concepcion Regala & Cruz 
Law Offices),” Atty. Garcia recalls. “After the 
1986 EDSA Revolution, he formed his own law 
firm, the Roco Buniag Kapunan Migallos law 
offices with Attys. Lorna Kapunan and Atty. 
Barbara Migallos. It was one of the top law 
firms, and I joined them as a junior associate 
after I graduated in 1998. I wanted to be part 
of that firm because they don’t specialize or 
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departmentalize the work. I wanted to be 
exposed to as many different kinds of law 
practices possible,” she continues.

Atty. Garcia became a senior associate at  
the Roco Law Office after two years and was 
admitted to partnership after four years. When 
Senator Roco succumbed to cancer, the law 
firm was dissolved, and the partners went their 
separate ways. 

Along with Atty. Lorna Kapunan, Atty. 
Garcia established the Kapunan, Lotilla, 
Garcia & Castillo Law Offices. “We continued 
the same kind of practice—taking on litigation 
cases, many of which were controversial. We 
handled all sorts of cases like taxes, labor, 
family law, scandals, among others.” 

Among Atty. Garcia’s slew of professional 
achievements, she considers being named 
senior partner of the Kapunan, Garcia, 
Castillo Law Offices as one of her greatest. 
“I was actually managing partner of the law 
firm before I moved to the public sector. 
Throughout my career I could say I was 

PSALM’s gargantuan task: to fully pay off all the 
obligations of the National Power Corporation 
without having to burden the national government

“We will commit to 
efficiently compute, process, 
and release the LGU’s share. 
We will do it efficiently so 
that they can, in turn, use 
the proceeds to fund their 
local government projects.”

fortunate to have handled a lot of interesting 
cases. Our firm got the first Writ of Kalikasan 
(a legal remedy under Philippine law that 
provides protection of one’s constitutional 
right to a healthy environment and protect 
and advance the right of human beings to 
a balanced and healthful ecology) for our 
work during the oil leak in Makati a few 
years back. We got the writ at a time when 
it was still a very new, young concept.” This 
particular success was probably the start of the 
University of the Philippines alumna’s career 
shift to public service. 

Atty. Garcia was initially appointed 
consultant to the Department of Finance (DOF) 
on power sector matters. In May 2018, she 
was tapped to lead PSALM, a government 
agency that functions in three main areas:                 
1.) privatization of national power’s generation 
and National Transmission Corporation’s 
(TransCo) transmission assets; 2.) management 
of liabilities where it manages all existing debt 
of national power, capital lease payments to 
Independent Power Producer (IPPs), and the 
outstanding obligations of electric coops to 
the National Electrification Administration 
(NEA) and other government agencies; and 
3.) administration of the Universal Charge 
collected every month by the distribution 
utilities from all electric consumers, which 
according to the lawyer, is “used to finance, 
as specified by law, missionary electrification, 
environmental protection projects, and 
payment of National Power Corporation’s 
(NPC) stranded debts.”

“So far, it’s been quite exciting in the sense 
that the work here is very different from what 
I used to do in the past,” Atty. Garcia shares. 
“I think, foremost, you’re an advocate for 
public interest—the best interest of the Filipino 
people.” Another adjustment, she says, is the 
shift from being able to charge billable hours 
to clients to receiving the salary of a public 
servant “regardless of the magnitude of the 
problem, the difficulty of the work, and the 
challenges that you face.”

The change in Atty. Garcia’s career 
path also coincided with her desire for a 
modification in her routine. “I was thinking, 
you know, not all things are about money, 
compensation, or financial returns,” maintains 
the mom of three. “And it’s also my way of 
paying back as a graduate of the University 
of the Philippines, where I was paying 
a miniscule tuition fee. I was also partly 
intrigued by what the position would require of 
me,” she adds.

PSALM is a government-owned and 
controlled corporation established after the 
country experienced a power crisis in the ‘90s. 
It was a period when the country’s population 
increase outpaced its capacity to provide 
energy. “There were no power plants being 
built so as a reaction to the power crisis, they 
started aggressively encouraging the private 
sector to help out by putting up a lot of power 
plants. This activity was under the NPC.”

Atty. Garcia says that when “NPC started 
engaging the power sector to come up with 
build-operate-transfer projects where they 
would build power plants, the government 

(ended up) paying for these. 
The power plants were 
being built aggressively and 
NPC became mired in debt 
because, well, there are certain 
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departmentalize the work. I wanted to be 
exposed to as many different kinds of law 
practices possible,” she continues.

Atty. Garcia became a senior associate at  
the Roco Law Office after two years and was 
admitted to partnership after four years. When 
Senator Roco succumbed to cancer, the law 
firm was dissolved, and the partners went their 
separate ways. 

Along with Atty. Lorna Kapunan, Atty. 
Garcia established the Kapunan, Lotilla, 
Garcia & Castillo Law Offices. “We continued 
the same kind of practice—taking on litigation 
cases, many of which were controversial. We 
handled all sorts of cases like taxes, labor, 
family law, scandals, among others.” 

Among Atty. Garcia’s slew of professional 
achievements, she considers being named 
senior partner of the Kapunan, Garcia, 
Castillo Law Offices as one of her greatest. 
“I was actually managing partner of the law 
firm before I moved to the public sector. 
Throughout my career I could say I was 

PSALM’s gargantuan task: to fully pay off all the 
obligations of the National Power Corporation 
without having to burden the national government

“We will commit to 
efficiently compute, process, 
and release the LGU’s share. 
We will do it efficiently so 
that they can, in turn, use 
the proceeds to fund their 
local government projects.”

fortunate to have handled a lot of interesting 
cases. Our firm got the first Writ of Kalikasan 
(a legal remedy under Philippine law that 
provides protection of one’s constitutional 
right to a healthy environment and protect 
and advance the right of human beings to 
a balanced and healthful ecology) for our 
work during the oil leak in Makati a few 
years back. We got the writ at a time when 
it was still a very new, young concept.” This 
particular success was probably the start of the 
University of the Philippines alumna’s career 
shift to public service. 

Atty. Garcia was initially appointed 
consultant to the Department of Finance (DOF) 
on power sector matters. In May 2018, she 
was tapped to lead PSALM, a government 
agency that functions in three main areas:                 
1.) privatization of national power’s generation 
and National Transmission Corporation’s 
(TransCo) transmission assets; 2.) management 
of liabilities where it manages all existing debt 
of national power, capital lease payments to 
Independent Power Producer (IPPs), and the 
outstanding obligations of electric coops to 
the National Electrification Administration 
(NEA) and other government agencies; and 
3.) administration of the Universal Charge 
collected every month by the distribution 
utilities from all electric consumers, which 
according to the lawyer, is “used to finance, 
as specified by law, missionary electrification, 
environmental protection projects, and 
payment of National Power Corporation’s 
(NPC) stranded debts.”

“So far, it’s been quite exciting in the sense 
that the work here is very different from what 
I used to do in the past,” Atty. Garcia shares. 
“I think, foremost, you’re an advocate for 
public interest—the best interest of the Filipino 
people.” Another adjustment, she says, is the 
shift from being able to charge billable hours 
to clients to receiving the salary of a public 
servant “regardless of the magnitude of the 
problem, the difficulty of the work, and the 
challenges that you face.”

The change in Atty. Garcia’s career 
path also coincided with her desire for a 
modification in her routine. “I was thinking, 
you know, not all things are about money, 
compensation, or financial returns,” maintains 
the mom of three. “And it’s also my way of 
paying back as a graduate of the University 
of the Philippines, where I was paying 
a miniscule tuition fee. I was also partly 
intrigued by what the position would require of 
me,” she adds.

PSALM is a government-owned and 
controlled corporation established after the 
country experienced a power crisis in the ‘90s. 
It was a period when the country’s population 
increase outpaced its capacity to provide 
energy. “There were no power plants being 
built so as a reaction to the power crisis, they 
started aggressively encouraging the private 
sector to help out by putting up a lot of power 
plants. This activity was under the NPC.”

Atty. Garcia says that when “NPC started 
engaging the power sector to come up with 
build-operate-transfer projects where they 
would build power plants, the government 

(ended up) paying for these. 
The power plants were 
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departmentalize the work. I wanted to be 
exposed to as many different kinds of law 
practices possible,” she continues.
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the Roco Law Office after two years and was 
admitted to partnership after four years. When 
Senator Roco succumbed to cancer, the law 
firm was dissolved, and the partners went their 
separate ways. 

Along with Atty. Lorna Kapunan, Atty. 
Garcia established the Kapunan, Lotilla, 
Garcia & Castillo Law Offices. “We continued 
the same kind of practice—taking on litigation 
cases, many of which were controversial. We 
handled all sorts of cases like taxes, labor, 
family law, scandals, among others.” 

Among Atty. Garcia’s slew of professional 
achievements, she considers being named 
senior partner of the Kapunan, Garcia, 
Castillo Law Offices as one of her greatest. 
“I was actually managing partner of the law 
firm before I moved to the public sector. 
Throughout my career I could say I was 

PSALM’s gargantuan task: to fully pay off all the 
obligations of the National Power Corporation 
without having to burden the national government

“We will commit to 
efficiently compute, process, 
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that they can, in turn, use 
the proceeds to fund their 
local government projects.”
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right to a healthy environment and protect 
and advance the right of human beings to 
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work during the oil leak in Makati a few 
years back. We got the writ at a time when 
it was still a very new, young concept.” This 
particular success was probably the start of the 
University of the Philippines alumna’s career 
shift to public service. 

Atty. Garcia was initially appointed 
consultant to the Department of Finance (DOF) 
on power sector matters. In May 2018, she 
was tapped to lead PSALM, a government 
agency that functions in three main areas:                 
1.) privatization of national power’s generation 
and National Transmission Corporation’s 
(TransCo) transmission assets; 2.) management 
of liabilities where it manages all existing debt 
of national power, capital lease payments to 
Independent Power Producer (IPPs), and the 
outstanding obligations of electric coops to 
the National Electrification Administration 
(NEA) and other government agencies; and 
3.) administration of the Universal Charge 
collected every month by the distribution 
utilities from all electric consumers, which 
according to the lawyer, is “used to finance, 
as specified by law, missionary electrification, 
environmental protection projects, and 
payment of National Power Corporation’s 
(NPC) stranded debts.”

“So far, it’s been quite exciting in the sense 
that the work here is very different from what 
I used to do in the past,” Atty. Garcia shares. 
“I think, foremost, you’re an advocate for 
public interest—the best interest of the Filipino 
people.” Another adjustment, she says, is the 
shift from being able to charge billable hours 
to clients to receiving the salary of a public 
servant “regardless of the magnitude of the 
problem, the difficulty of the work, and the 
challenges that you face.”

The change in Atty. Garcia’s career 
path also coincided with her desire for a 
modification in her routine. “I was thinking, 
you know, not all things are about money, 
compensation, or financial returns,” maintains 
the mom of three. “And it’s also my way of 
paying back as a graduate of the University 
of the Philippines, where I was paying 
a miniscule tuition fee. I was also partly 
intrigued by what the position would require of 
me,” she adds.

PSALM is a government-owned and 
controlled corporation established after the 
country experienced a power crisis in the ‘90s. 
It was a period when the country’s population 
increase outpaced its capacity to provide 
energy. “There were no power plants being 
built so as a reaction to the power crisis, they 
started aggressively encouraging the private 
sector to help out by putting up a lot of power 
plants. This activity was under the NPC.”
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departmentalize the work. I wanted to be 
exposed to as many different kinds of law 
practices possible,” she continues.

Atty. Garcia became a senior associate at  
the Roco Law Office after two years and was 
admitted to partnership after four years. When 
Senator Roco succumbed to cancer, the law 
firm was dissolved, and the partners went their 
separate ways. 

Along with Atty. Lorna Kapunan, Atty. 
Garcia established the Kapunan, Lotilla, 
Garcia & Castillo Law Offices. “We continued 
the same kind of practice—taking on litigation 
cases, many of which were controversial. We 
handled all sorts of cases like taxes, labor, 
family law, scandals, among others.” 

Among Atty. Garcia’s slew of professional 
achievements, she considers being named 
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“I was actually managing partner of the law 
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on power sector matters. In May 2018, she 
was tapped to lead PSALM, a government 
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1.) privatization of national power’s generation 
and National Transmission Corporation’s 
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shift from being able to charge billable hours 
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you know, not all things are about money, 
compensation, or financial returns,” maintains 
the mom of three. “And it’s also my way of 
paying back as a graduate of the University 
of the Philippines, where I was paying 
a miniscule tuition fee. I was also partly 
intrigued by what the position would require of 
me,” she adds.

PSALM is a government-owned and 
controlled corporation established after the 
country experienced a power crisis in the ‘90s. 
It was a period when the country’s population 
increase outpaced its capacity to provide 
energy. “There were no power plants being 
built so as a reaction to the power crisis, they 
started aggressively encouraging the private 
sector to help out by putting up a lot of power 
plants. This activity was under the NPC.”
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businesses that are really not, should not, be 
left to government. It would be more efficient if 
the private sector does it.” 

As a response to the problems, Congress 
began discussions on the Electric Power 
Industry Reform Act (EPIRA). “They created 
PSALM, and the idea behind its existence is to 
create a corporation to absorb the liabilities and 
assets of the NPC. It was formed to privatize, 
liquidate, and absorb NPC assets as well as sell 
and privatize in an optimal manner its assets 
and from the proceeds of those privatization 
efforts, pay off the obligations of government,” 
explains Atty. Garcia.

Key to PSALM’s task is liability 
management. “This means looking at your 
current cash and comparing it to the obligations 
of the NPC,” states Atty. Garcia. “You think of 
how to absorb the cost of money. If you will 
pay in cash or if you need to borrow money 
and what costs should be passed on to the 
public, PSALM assumes all the assets and 
liabilities of NPC. And then of course, at the 
end of the day, the objective is to fully pay off 
all the obligations without having to burden 
the national government with the task,” the 
attorney elaborates.

PSALM’s mandate is limited by a 25-year 
lifespan. “We started operations in 2001; our 
end of life is 2026. It would be interesting to let 
you know that the total obligation we actually 
inherited is P1.24 trillion,” she reveals. 

The ideal scenario for the PSALM is to be 
able to fully pay off all of NPC’s obligations. 
“The worst-case scenario is that there will be 
obligations to pass to the national government. 
But if there’s no more debt, then that’s good 
news,” Atty. Garcia posits.  

One of the many challenges PSALM 
faces is how “to internally generate as much 
privatization proceeds as possible so that we 
can pay off the NPC obligations within our 
remaining eight years,” Atty. Garcia points 
out. As it strives to do this, the agency deals 
with depreciating assets, maturing obligations, 
and lag in privatization that can constrain the 
agency to borrow from the bank and deal with 
interest costs as well. 

“The longer we delay paying all these 
obligations, the more expensive it becomes for 
the Filipino people because there is that cost 
for borrowing,” says Atty. Garcia. “You have 
to be efficient in raising funds so that you can 
pay off as many obligations as possible, so you 
will need to borrow less,” she adds.

PSALM AND LGUS
As the owner of many real estate properties 
and power plants, PSALM works with local 
government units (LGUs) in getting permits 
and paying property taxes for these. “There 
is what we call share of the local government 
in the proceeds of generating power, where 
a percentage of the sales of operating power 

plants goes to the host 
community,” Atty. Garcia 
says. To improve the process, 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
recently released directives to 
reduce the red tape involved 
in giving communities their 
share of the profit. The new 
system will no longer involve 
the Department of Energy 
(DOE) in giving payments out 
and will enable PSALM to 
directly pay LGUs. “We are 
just waiting for the specific 
rulings on how to do it,” she 
reports. “We need to do direct 
remittance and the LGUs will 
be our points of contact.” 

Atty. Garcia adds that the 
coordination efforts between 
PSALM and LGUs will be 
useful in terms of compliance 
with the computation of the 

real property taxes. 
The agency depends 
on presidential 
executive orders 
for preferential 
rates for real 
property taxes. This 
process involves 
post-assessments 
where, Atty. Garcia 
shares, one of their 
challenges involves 
paying the assessed 
amounts given by 
LGUs “based on the 
rates of everyone 
else.” This causes 
PSALM’s cost and 
the burden to the 
public to become 
bigger. 

“We can help 
each other. I hope they can give us time and 
wait for the executive order on the preferential 
rate to be released. We will pay you what 
we owe you” Atty. Garcia assures. “We will 
commit to efficiently compute, process, and 
release the LGU share. We will do it efficiently 
so that they can, in turn, use the proceeds to 
fund their local government projects.” 

The PSALM head says she is happy to have 
successfully approved several restructuring 
agreements as these are aligned to her goal 
of aggressively focusing efforts to collect the 
receivables. One of these is an agreement with 
electricity cooperative SURECO II, where they 
were able to raise around P506 million. With 
KA-SURECO III, the agency targets to collect 
P584 million, and with NPC Alliance Corp. 
collectibles are estimated at P900 million. 
Under her leadership, PSALM is “trying to 
aggressively support bills in Congress that 
would help generate other sources of revenues 
that will help us pay the obligation so that we 
don’t have to keep passing on to electricity 
consumers.”

Teamwork, Atty. Garcia says, is vital in 
their task “to focus our energies in trying to 
collect all these receivables and we have thus 
far successfully collected amounts that we have 
thought, initially, that we would not be able to 
collect.” 

The lawyer espouses leadership by example. 
“That’s number one to me. They have to see 
that I’m working hard. I’m getting my hands 

dirty; I’m hands on. That should encourage them 
to also work hard and give their 101 percent 
best. My other leadership trait is that I’m always, 
always within reach. I’m always approachable.” 

Atty. Garcia says, “(Despite being) an 
organization of 300 people and I’m the president 
and CEO, one of the things that I always mention 
during meetings with the employees is that I 
never close my door. Regardless of rank, they 
can come to me and don’t have to set up an 
appointment.”

“If I’m here and if you have something to say 
to me, you shouldn’t be afraid to enter my office 
and talk to me. I want to always be available if 
there are problems, concerns on the part of the 
employees because I feel that it’s also important 
that their concerns are addressed for them to be 
efficient in their work,” asserts Atty. Garcia. 

“I only subscribe to a very few clichés. It’s 
important that aside from hard work, there 
is transparency and integrity in what you do 
especially if you’re in the public sector. Public 
office is a public trust. I think it’s also important 
to realize that not everybody is given the chance 
to work in a place that allows you to leave an 
impact on the lives of the Filipino people,” Atty. 
Garcia says.

At the end of the day, what gives Atty. Irene 
Joy Besido Garcia the most satisfaction is just 
that—being able to contribute to making the 
lives of people even just a little bit better. That is 
something that she can truly push forward and be 
happy about.
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businesses that are really not, should not, be 
left to government. It would be more efficient if 
the private sector does it.” 

As a response to the problems, Congress 
began discussions on the Electric Power 
Industry Reform Act (EPIRA). “They created 
PSALM, and the idea behind its existence is to 
create a corporation to absorb the liabilities and 
assets of the NPC. It was formed to privatize, 
liquidate, and absorb NPC assets as well as sell 
and privatize in an optimal manner its assets 
and from the proceeds of those privatization 
efforts, pay off the obligations of government,” 
explains Atty. Garcia.

Key to PSALM’s task is liability 
management. “This means looking at your 
current cash and comparing it to the obligations 
of the NPC,” states Atty. Garcia. “You think of 
how to absorb the cost of money. If you will 
pay in cash or if you need to borrow money 
and what costs should be passed on to the 
public, PSALM assumes all the assets and 
liabilities of NPC. And then of course, at the 
end of the day, the objective is to fully pay off 
all the obligations without having to burden 
the national government with the task,” the 
attorney elaborates.

PSALM’s mandate is limited by a 25-year 
lifespan. “We started operations in 2001; our 
end of life is 2026. It would be interesting to let 
you know that the total obligation we actually 
inherited is P1.24 trillion,” she reveals. 

The ideal scenario for the PSALM is to be 
able to fully pay off all of NPC’s obligations. 
“The worst-case scenario is that there will be 
obligations to pass to the national government. 
But if there’s no more debt, then that’s good 
news,” Atty. Garcia posits.  

One of the many challenges PSALM 
faces is how “to internally generate as much 
privatization proceeds as possible so that we 
can pay off the NPC obligations within our 
remaining eight years,” Atty. Garcia points 
out. As it strives to do this, the agency deals 
with depreciating assets, maturing obligations, 
and lag in privatization that can constrain the 
agency to borrow from the bank and deal with 
interest costs as well. 

“The longer we delay paying all these 
obligations, the more expensive it becomes for 
the Filipino people because there is that cost 
for borrowing,” says Atty. Garcia. “You have 
to be efficient in raising funds so that you can 
pay off as many obligations as possible, so you 
will need to borrow less,” she adds.

PSALM AND LGUS
As the owner of many real estate properties 
and power plants, PSALM works with local 
government units (LGUs) in getting permits 
and paying property taxes for these. “There 
is what we call share of the local government 
in the proceeds of generating power, where 
a percentage of the sales of operating power 

plants goes to the host 
community,” Atty. Garcia 
says. To improve the process, 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
recently released directives to 
reduce the red tape involved 
in giving communities their 
share of the profit. The new 
system will no longer involve 
the Department of Energy 
(DOE) in giving payments out 
and will enable PSALM to 
directly pay LGUs. “We are 
just waiting for the specific 
rulings on how to do it,” she 
reports. “We need to do direct 
remittance and the LGUs will 
be our points of contact.” 

Atty. Garcia adds that the 
coordination efforts between 
PSALM and LGUs will be 
useful in terms of compliance 
with the computation of the 

real property taxes. 
The agency depends 
on presidential 
executive orders 
for preferential 
rates for real 
property taxes. This 
process involves 
post-assessments 
where, Atty. Garcia 
shares, one of their 
challenges involves 
paying the assessed 
amounts given by 
LGUs “based on the 
rates of everyone 
else.” This causes 
PSALM’s cost and 
the burden to the 
public to become 
bigger. 

“We can help 
each other. I hope they can give us time and 
wait for the executive order on the preferential 
rate to be released. We will pay you what 
we owe you” Atty. Garcia assures. “We will 
commit to efficiently compute, process, and 
release the LGU share. We will do it efficiently 
so that they can, in turn, use the proceeds to 
fund their local government projects.” 

The PSALM head says she is happy to have 
successfully approved several restructuring 
agreements as these are aligned to her goal 
of aggressively focusing efforts to collect the 
receivables. One of these is an agreement with 
electricity cooperative SURECO II, where they 
were able to raise around P506 million. With 
KA-SURECO III, the agency targets to collect 
P584 million, and with NPC Alliance Corp. 
collectibles are estimated at P900 million. 
Under her leadership, PSALM is “trying to 
aggressively support bills in Congress that 
would help generate other sources of revenues 
that will help us pay the obligation so that we 
don’t have to keep passing on to electricity 
consumers.”

Teamwork, Atty. Garcia says, is vital in 
their task “to focus our energies in trying to 
collect all these receivables and we have thus 
far successfully collected amounts that we have 
thought, initially, that we would not be able to 
collect.” 

The lawyer espouses leadership by example. 
“That’s number one to me. They have to see 
that I’m working hard. I’m getting my hands 

dirty; I’m hands on. That should encourage them 
to also work hard and give their 101 percent 
best. My other leadership trait is that I’m always, 
always within reach. I’m always approachable.” 

Atty. Garcia says, “(Despite being) an 
organization of 300 people and I’m the president 
and CEO, one of the things that I always mention 
during meetings with the employees is that I 
never close my door. Regardless of rank, they 
can come to me and don’t have to set up an 
appointment.”

“If I’m here and if you have something to say 
to me, you shouldn’t be afraid to enter my office 
and talk to me. I want to always be available if 
there are problems, concerns on the part of the 
employees because I feel that it’s also important 
that their concerns are addressed for them to be 
efficient in their work,” asserts Atty. Garcia. 

“I only subscribe to a very few clichés. It’s 
important that aside from hard work, there 
is transparency and integrity in what you do 
especially if you’re in the public sector. Public 
office is a public trust. I think it’s also important 
to realize that not everybody is given the chance 
to work in a place that allows you to leave an 
impact on the lives of the Filipino people,” Atty. 
Garcia says.

At the end of the day, what gives Atty. Irene 
Joy Besido Garcia the most satisfaction is just 
that—being able to contribute to making the 
lives of people even just a little bit better. That is 
something that she can truly push forward and be 
happy about.
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businesses that are really not, should not, be 
left to government. It would be more efficient if 
the private sector does it.” 

As a response to the problems, Congress 
began discussions on the Electric Power 
Industry Reform Act (EPIRA). “They created 
PSALM, and the idea behind its existence is to 
create a corporation to absorb the liabilities and 
assets of the NPC. It was formed to privatize, 
liquidate, and absorb NPC assets as well as sell 
and privatize in an optimal manner its assets 
and from the proceeds of those privatization 
efforts, pay off the obligations of government,” 
explains Atty. Garcia.

Key to PSALM’s task is liability 
management. “This means looking at your 
current cash and comparing it to the obligations 
of the NPC,” states Atty. Garcia. “You think of 
how to absorb the cost of money. If you will 
pay in cash or if you need to borrow money 
and what costs should be passed on to the 
public, PSALM assumes all the assets and 
liabilities of NPC. And then of course, at the 
end of the day, the objective is to fully pay off 
all the obligations without having to burden 
the national government with the task,” the 
attorney elaborates.

PSALM’s mandate is limited by a 25-year 
lifespan. “We started operations in 2001; our 
end of life is 2026. It would be interesting to let 
you know that the total obligation we actually 
inherited is P1.24 trillion,” she reveals. 

The ideal scenario for the PSALM is to be 
able to fully pay off all of NPC’s obligations. 
“The worst-case scenario is that there will be 
obligations to pass to the national government. 
But if there’s no more debt, then that’s good 
news,” Atty. Garcia posits.  

One of the many challenges PSALM 
faces is how “to internally generate as much 
privatization proceeds as possible so that we 
can pay off the NPC obligations within our 
remaining eight years,” Atty. Garcia points 
out. As it strives to do this, the agency deals 
with depreciating assets, maturing obligations, 
and lag in privatization that can constrain the 
agency to borrow from the bank and deal with 
interest costs as well. 

“The longer we delay paying all these 
obligations, the more expensive it becomes for 
the Filipino people because there is that cost 
for borrowing,” says Atty. Garcia. “You have 
to be efficient in raising funds so that you can 
pay off as many obligations as possible, so you 
will need to borrow less,” she adds.

PSALM AND LGUS
As the owner of many real estate properties 
and power plants, PSALM works with local 
government units (LGUs) in getting permits 
and paying property taxes for these. “There 
is what we call share of the local government 
in the proceeds of generating power, where 
a percentage of the sales of operating power 

plants goes to the host 
community,” Atty. Garcia 
says. To improve the process, 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
recently released directives to 
reduce the red tape involved 
in giving communities their 
share of the profit. The new 
system will no longer involve 
the Department of Energy 
(DOE) in giving payments out 
and will enable PSALM to 
directly pay LGUs. “We are 
just waiting for the specific 
rulings on how to do it,” she 
reports. “We need to do direct 
remittance and the LGUs will 
be our points of contact.” 

Atty. Garcia adds that the 
coordination efforts between 
PSALM and LGUs will be 
useful in terms of compliance 
with the computation of the 

real property taxes. 
The agency depends 
on presidential 
executive orders 
for preferential 
rates for real 
property taxes. This 
process involves 
post-assessments 
where, Atty. Garcia 
shares, one of their 
challenges involves 
paying the assessed 
amounts given by 
LGUs “based on the 
rates of everyone 
else.” This causes 
PSALM’s cost and 
the burden to the 
public to become 
bigger. 

“We can help 
each other. I hope they can give us time and 
wait for the executive order on the preferential 
rate to be released. We will pay you what 
we owe you” Atty. Garcia assures. “We will 
commit to efficiently compute, process, and 
release the LGU share. We will do it efficiently 
so that they can, in turn, use the proceeds to 
fund their local government projects.” 

The PSALM head says she is happy to have 
successfully approved several restructuring 
agreements as these are aligned to her goal 
of aggressively focusing efforts to collect the 
receivables. One of these is an agreement with 
electricity cooperative SURECO II, where they 
were able to raise around P506 million. With 
KA-SURECO III, the agency targets to collect 
P584 million, and with NPC Alliance Corp. 
collectibles are estimated at P900 million. 
Under her leadership, PSALM is “trying to 
aggressively support bills in Congress that 
would help generate other sources of revenues 
that will help us pay the obligation so that we 
don’t have to keep passing on to electricity 
consumers.”

Teamwork, Atty. Garcia says, is vital in 
their task “to focus our energies in trying to 
collect all these receivables and we have thus 
far successfully collected amounts that we have 
thought, initially, that we would not be able to 
collect.” 

The lawyer espouses leadership by example. 
“That’s number one to me. They have to see 
that I’m working hard. I’m getting my hands 

dirty; I’m hands on. That should encourage them 
to also work hard and give their 101 percent 
best. My other leadership trait is that I’m always, 
always within reach. I’m always approachable.” 

Atty. Garcia says, “(Despite being) an 
organization of 300 people and I’m the president 
and CEO, one of the things that I always mention 
during meetings with the employees is that I 
never close my door. Regardless of rank, they 
can come to me and don’t have to set up an 
appointment.”

“If I’m here and if you have something to say 
to me, you shouldn’t be afraid to enter my office 
and talk to me. I want to always be available if 
there are problems, concerns on the part of the 
employees because I feel that it’s also important 
that their concerns are addressed for them to be 
efficient in their work,” asserts Atty. Garcia. 

“I only subscribe to a very few clichés. It’s 
important that aside from hard work, there 
is transparency and integrity in what you do 
especially if you’re in the public sector. Public 
office is a public trust. I think it’s also important 
to realize that not everybody is given the chance 
to work in a place that allows you to leave an 
impact on the lives of the Filipino people,” Atty. 
Garcia says.

At the end of the day, what gives Atty. Irene 
Joy Besido Garcia the most satisfaction is just 
that—being able to contribute to making the 
lives of people even just a little bit better. That is 
something that she can truly push forward and be 
happy about.
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of the NPC,” states Atty. Garcia. “You think of 
how to absorb the cost of money. If you will 
pay in cash or if you need to borrow money 
and what costs should be passed on to the 
public, PSALM assumes all the assets and 
liabilities of NPC. And then of course, at the 
end of the day, the objective is to fully pay off 
all the obligations without having to burden 
the national government with the task,” the 
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PSALM’s mandate is limited by a 25-year 
lifespan. “We started operations in 2001; our 
end of life is 2026. It would be interesting to let 
you know that the total obligation we actually 
inherited is P1.24 trillion,” she reveals. 

The ideal scenario for the PSALM is to be 
able to fully pay off all of NPC’s obligations. 
“The worst-case scenario is that there will be 
obligations to pass to the national government. 
But if there’s no more debt, then that’s good 
news,” Atty. Garcia posits.  

One of the many challenges PSALM 
faces is how “to internally generate as much 
privatization proceeds as possible so that we 
can pay off the NPC obligations within our 
remaining eight years,” Atty. Garcia points 
out. As it strives to do this, the agency deals 
with depreciating assets, maturing obligations, 
and lag in privatization that can constrain the 
agency to borrow from the bank and deal with 
interest costs as well. 

“The longer we delay paying all these 
obligations, the more expensive it becomes for 
the Filipino people because there is that cost 
for borrowing,” says Atty. Garcia. “You have 
to be efficient in raising funds so that you can 
pay off as many obligations as possible, so you 
will need to borrow less,” she adds.

PSALM AND LGUS
As the owner of many real estate properties 
and power plants, PSALM works with local 
government units (LGUs) in getting permits 
and paying property taxes for these. “There 
is what we call share of the local government 
in the proceeds of generating power, where 
a percentage of the sales of operating power 

plants goes to the host 
community,” Atty. Garcia 
says. To improve the process, 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
recently released directives to 
reduce the red tape involved 
in giving communities their 
share of the profit. The new 
system will no longer involve 
the Department of Energy 
(DOE) in giving payments out 
and will enable PSALM to 
directly pay LGUs. “We are 
just waiting for the specific 
rulings on how to do it,” she 
reports. “We need to do direct 
remittance and the LGUs will 
be our points of contact.” 

Atty. Garcia adds that the 
coordination efforts between 
PSALM and LGUs will be 
useful in terms of compliance 
with the computation of the 

real property taxes. 
The agency depends 
on presidential 
executive orders 
for preferential 
rates for real 
property taxes. This 
process involves 
post-assessments 
where, Atty. Garcia 
shares, one of their 
challenges involves 
paying the assessed 
amounts given by 
LGUs “based on the 
rates of everyone 
else.” This causes 
PSALM’s cost and 
the burden to the 
public to become 
bigger. 

“We can help 
each other. I hope they can give us time and 
wait for the executive order on the preferential 
rate to be released. We will pay you what 
we owe you” Atty. Garcia assures. “We will 
commit to efficiently compute, process, and 
release the LGU share. We will do it efficiently 
so that they can, in turn, use the proceeds to 
fund their local government projects.” 

The PSALM head says she is happy to have 
successfully approved several restructuring 
agreements as these are aligned to her goal 
of aggressively focusing efforts to collect the 
receivables. One of these is an agreement with 
electricity cooperative SURECO II, where they 
were able to raise around P506 million. With 
KA-SURECO III, the agency targets to collect 
P584 million, and with NPC Alliance Corp. 
collectibles are estimated at P900 million. 
Under her leadership, PSALM is “trying to 
aggressively support bills in Congress that 
would help generate other sources of revenues 
that will help us pay the obligation so that we 
don’t have to keep passing on to electricity 
consumers.”

Teamwork, Atty. Garcia says, is vital in 
their task “to focus our energies in trying to 
collect all these receivables and we have thus 
far successfully collected amounts that we have 
thought, initially, that we would not be able to 
collect.” 

The lawyer espouses leadership by example. 
“That’s number one to me. They have to see 
that I’m working hard. I’m getting my hands 

dirty; I’m hands on. That should encourage them 
to also work hard and give their 101 percent 
best. My other leadership trait is that I’m always, 
always within reach. I’m always approachable.” 

Atty. Garcia says, “(Despite being) an 
organization of 300 people and I’m the president 
and CEO, one of the things that I always mention 
during meetings with the employees is that I 
never close my door. Regardless of rank, they 
can come to me and don’t have to set up an 
appointment.”

“If I’m here and if you have something to say 
to me, you shouldn’t be afraid to enter my office 
and talk to me. I want to always be available if 
there are problems, concerns on the part of the 
employees because I feel that it’s also important 
that their concerns are addressed for them to be 
efficient in their work,” asserts Atty. Garcia. 

“I only subscribe to a very few clichés. It’s 
important that aside from hard work, there 
is transparency and integrity in what you do 
especially if you’re in the public sector. Public 
office is a public trust. I think it’s also important 
to realize that not everybody is given the chance 
to work in a place that allows you to leave an 
impact on the lives of the Filipino people,” Atty. 
Garcia says.

At the end of the day, what gives Atty. Irene 
Joy Besido Garcia the most satisfaction is just 
that—being able to contribute to making the 
lives of people even just a little bit better. That is 
something that she can truly push forward and be 
happy about.
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The Metropolitan 
Waterworks and 
Sewerage System 
(MWSS) is set to fully 
implement the master 
plan on the improvement 
of sewerage in Metro 
Manila, and appeals to 
everyone to also do their 
share in the quest to 
save the Manila Bay  

Metro Manila remains as 
the country’s central 
hub for investments, 
business, and 

opportunities. With more people 
flocking to the metro, there is a basic 
need required by many—and that is 
clean water. As the primary agency 
tasked with water and sewerage 
services in Metro Manila and parts 
of Cavite and Rizal, the MWSS 
endeavors to serve not only the 
growing state capital but also the 
environment around it.

 
MWSS’ MANDATE
The Metropolitan Waterworks 
and Sewerage System (MWSS) 
replaced the previous National 
Waterworks and Sewerage System 
(NAWASA) in the management 
of water and sewerage. Republic 
Act No. 6234, which created the 
MWSS and dissolved NAWASA, 
has for its declaration of policy the 
proper operation and maintenance of 
waterworks system as an essential 
public service vital to public health 
and safety. The mandate of the 

COMING CLEAN
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MWSS is “to ensure an uninterrupted and 
adequate supply and distribution of potable 
water for domestic and other purposes at just 
and equitable rates.” The proper operation 
and maintenance of sewerage systems in the 
service area was also made part of its mandate.

Republic Act No. 8041 or The Water Crisis 
Act in 1997 allowed for the privatization 
of MWSS. Metro Manila was divided into 
two zones, the East and the West zone. A 
Concession Agreement was granted to Manila 
Water Company, Inc. (MWCI or Manila Water) 
and Maynilad Water Services, Inc. (MWSI or 
Maynilad) for 25 years. This was extended 
for another 15 years to end in 2037. By then, 
the operation of the waterworks and sewerage 
system in Metro Manila will be returned to 
the MWSS, which can then opt to operate or 
reprivatize through another bidding process.

The MWSS nevertheless continues to 
perform its mandate through the MWSS 
Regulatory Office (RO), tasked with 
implementing the provisions of the Concession 
Agreement. The MWSS RO monitors the 
two concessionaires, which are required to 
submit quarterly reports. The component of 
the report includes key performance indicators 
and business efficiency measures (BEMs). 
The two private water concessionaires can 
therefore be monitored on several aspects 
including but not limited to: their franchise 
coverage, operation expenses, power usage, 
build volume, collection efficiency, 
down times in case of repairs, 
amount of water treated and sold, 
employee efficiency, and projects 
implemented. The MWSS is 
then able to provide assistance 
to the concessionaires whenever 
necessary.

The current Chief Regulator 
of the MWSS is Atty. Patrick 
Lester N. Ty, the youngest to hold 
the position. After obtaining his 
Bachelor of Laws degree from 
the University of the Philippines 
in 2003, Ty began his career as a 
lawyer at the Ocampo and Manalo 
Law Firm. Afterwards, he worked 
at the Department of Finance in 

the Privatization Office from 2006 to 2010. 
Thereafter, he became the Deputy Administrator 
of the Authority of the Freeport Area of Bataan 
from 2010 to 2017 before Ty was appointed as 
MWSS Chief Regulator on August 1, 2017.
 
WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION
The mandate of MWSS requires the continuous 
and ample supply of potable water. The Greater 
Metro Manila area, which includes parts of 
Cavite and Rizal, was divided into two zones 
in 1997. “As their regulator, we compare the 
two concessionaires because Metro Manila 
was split in half, instead of having just one 
concessionaire,” Chief Regulator Ty says. “It 
is an apples-to-apples comparison because it 
is different to compare the market of Metro 
Manila to Cebu or Iloilo since they don’t have 
the same demographics—the purchasing power, 
the population density, and such,” he notes. The 
best solution was to divide the coverage area 
into two zones, allowing for two private water 
concessionaires.

Manila Water serves water to more than six 
million people in the East Zone while Maynilad 
has over nine million people in the West Zone. 
According to Chief Regulator Ty, the water 
coverage in Metro Manila is already at 98%. 
“We don’t have any, or if at all, very minimal 
problems in water coverage. It is only the 
outskirts like Rizal and parts of Cavite that the 
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MWSS is “to ensure an uninterrupted and 
adequate supply and distribution of potable 
water for domestic and other purposes at just 
and equitable rates.” The proper operation 
and maintenance of sewerage systems in the 
service area was also made part of its mandate.

Republic Act No. 8041 or The Water Crisis 
Act in 1997 allowed for the privatization 
of MWSS. Metro Manila was divided into 
two zones, the East and the West zone. A 
Concession Agreement was granted to Manila 
Water Company, Inc. (MWCI or Manila Water) 
and Maynilad Water Services, Inc. (MWSI or 
Maynilad) for 25 years. This was extended 
for another 15 years to end in 2037. By then, 
the operation of the waterworks and sewerage 
system in Metro Manila will be returned to 
the MWSS, which can then opt to operate or 
reprivatize through another bidding process.

The MWSS nevertheless continues to 
perform its mandate through the MWSS 
Regulatory Office (RO), tasked with 
implementing the provisions of the Concession 
Agreement. The MWSS RO monitors the 
two concessionaires, which are required to 
submit quarterly reports. The component of 
the report includes key performance indicators 
and business efficiency measures (BEMs). 
The two private water concessionaires can 
therefore be monitored on several aspects 
including but not limited to: their franchise 
coverage, operation expenses, power usage, 
build volume, collection efficiency, 
down times in case of repairs, 
amount of water treated and sold, 
employee efficiency, and projects 
implemented. The MWSS is 
then able to provide assistance 
to the concessionaires whenever 
necessary.

The current Chief Regulator 
of the MWSS is Atty. Patrick 
Lester N. Ty, the youngest to hold 
the position. After obtaining his 
Bachelor of Laws degree from 
the University of the Philippines 
in 2003, Ty began his career as a 
lawyer at the Ocampo and Manalo 
Law Firm. Afterwards, he worked 
at the Department of Finance in 

the Privatization Office from 2006 to 2010. 
Thereafter, he became the Deputy Administrator 
of the Authority of the Freeport Area of Bataan 
from 2010 to 2017 before Ty was appointed as 
MWSS Chief Regulator on August 1, 2017.
 
WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION
The mandate of MWSS requires the continuous 
and ample supply of potable water. The Greater 
Metro Manila area, which includes parts of 
Cavite and Rizal, was divided into two zones 
in 1997. “As their regulator, we compare the 
two concessionaires because Metro Manila 
was split in half, instead of having just one 
concessionaire,” Chief Regulator Ty says. “It 
is an apples-to-apples comparison because it 
is different to compare the market of Metro 
Manila to Cebu or Iloilo since they don’t have 
the same demographics—the purchasing power, 
the population density, and such,” he notes. The 
best solution was to divide the coverage area 
into two zones, allowing for two private water 
concessionaires.

Manila Water serves water to more than six 
million people in the East Zone while Maynilad 
has over nine million people in the West Zone. 
According to Chief Regulator Ty, the water 
coverage in Metro Manila is already at 98%. 
“We don’t have any, or if at all, very minimal 
problems in water coverage. It is only the 
outskirts like Rizal and parts of Cavite that the 
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The Metropolitan 
Waterworks and 
Sewerage System 
(MWSS) is set to fully 
implement the master 
plan on the improvement 
of sewerage in Metro 
Manila, and appeals to 
everyone to also do their 
share in the quest to 
save the Manila Bay  

Metro Manila remains as 
the country’s central 
hub for investments, 
business, and 

opportunities. With more people 
flocking to the metro, there is a basic 
need required by many—and that is 
clean water. As the primary agency 
tasked with water and sewerage 
services in Metro Manila and parts 
of Cavite and Rizal, the MWSS 
endeavors to serve not only the 
growing state capital but also the 
environment around it.

 
MWSS’ MANDATE
The Metropolitan Waterworks 
and Sewerage System (MWSS) 
replaced the previous National 
Waterworks and Sewerage System 
(NAWASA) in the management 
of water and sewerage. Republic 
Act No. 6234, which created the 
MWSS and dissolved NAWASA, 
has for its declaration of policy the 
proper operation and maintenance of 
waterworks system as an essential 
public service vital to public health 
and safety. The mandate of the 
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MWSS is “to ensure an uninterrupted and 
adequate supply and distribution of potable 
water for domestic and other purposes at just 
and equitable rates.” The proper operation 
and maintenance of sewerage systems in the 
service area was also made part of its mandate.

Republic Act No. 8041 or The Water Crisis 
Act in 1997 allowed for the privatization 
of MWSS. Metro Manila was divided into 
two zones, the East and the West zone. A 
Concession Agreement was granted to Manila 
Water Company, Inc. (MWCI or Manila Water) 
and Maynilad Water Services, Inc. (MWSI or 
Maynilad) for 25 years. This was extended 
for another 15 years to end in 2037. By then, 
the operation of the waterworks and sewerage 
system in Metro Manila will be returned to 
the MWSS, which can then opt to operate or 
reprivatize through another bidding process.

The MWSS nevertheless continues to 
perform its mandate through the MWSS 
Regulatory Office (RO), tasked with 
implementing the provisions of the Concession 
Agreement. The MWSS RO monitors the 
two concessionaires, which are required to 
submit quarterly reports. The component of 
the report includes key performance indicators 
and business efficiency measures (BEMs). 
The two private water concessionaires can 
therefore be monitored on several aspects 
including but not limited to: their franchise 
coverage, operation expenses, power usage, 
build volume, collection efficiency, 
down times in case of repairs, 
amount of water treated and sold, 
employee efficiency, and projects 
implemented. The MWSS is 
then able to provide assistance 
to the concessionaires whenever 
necessary.

The current Chief Regulator 
of the MWSS is Atty. Patrick 
Lester N. Ty, the youngest to hold 
the position. After obtaining his 
Bachelor of Laws degree from 
the University of the Philippines 
in 2003, Ty began his career as a 
lawyer at the Ocampo and Manalo 
Law Firm. Afterwards, he worked 
at the Department of Finance in 

the Privatization Office from 2006 to 2010. 
Thereafter, he became the Deputy Administrator 
of the Authority of the Freeport Area of Bataan 
from 2010 to 2017 before Ty was appointed as 
MWSS Chief Regulator on August 1, 2017.
 
WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION
The mandate of MWSS requires the continuous 
and ample supply of potable water. The Greater 
Metro Manila area, which includes parts of 
Cavite and Rizal, was divided into two zones 
in 1997. “As their regulator, we compare the 
two concessionaires because Metro Manila 
was split in half, instead of having just one 
concessionaire,” Chief Regulator Ty says. “It 
is an apples-to-apples comparison because it 
is different to compare the market of Metro 
Manila to Cebu or Iloilo since they don’t have 
the same demographics—the purchasing power, 
the population density, and such,” he notes. The 
best solution was to divide the coverage area 
into two zones, allowing for two private water 
concessionaires.

Manila Water serves water to more than six 
million people in the East Zone while Maynilad 
has over nine million people in the West Zone. 
According to Chief Regulator Ty, the water 
coverage in Metro Manila is already at 98%. 
“We don’t have any, or if at all, very minimal 
problems in water coverage. It is only the 
outskirts like Rizal and parts of Cavite that the 
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(NAWASA) in the management 
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MWSS is “to ensure an uninterrupted and 
adequate supply and distribution of potable 
water for domestic and other purposes at just 
and equitable rates.” The proper operation 
and maintenance of sewerage systems in the 
service area was also made part of its mandate.

Republic Act No. 8041 or The Water Crisis 
Act in 1997 allowed for the privatization 
of MWSS. Metro Manila was divided into 
two zones, the East and the West zone. A 
Concession Agreement was granted to Manila 
Water Company, Inc. (MWCI or Manila Water) 
and Maynilad Water Services, Inc. (MWSI or 
Maynilad) for 25 years. This was extended 
for another 15 years to end in 2037. By then, 
the operation of the waterworks and sewerage 
system in Metro Manila will be returned to 
the MWSS, which can then opt to operate or 
reprivatize through another bidding process.

The MWSS nevertheless continues to 
perform its mandate through the MWSS 
Regulatory Office (RO), tasked with 
implementing the provisions of the Concession 
Agreement. The MWSS RO monitors the 
two concessionaires, which are required to 
submit quarterly reports. The component of 
the report includes key performance indicators 
and business efficiency measures (BEMs). 
The two private water concessionaires can 
therefore be monitored on several aspects 
including but not limited to: their franchise 
coverage, operation expenses, power usage, 
build volume, collection efficiency, 
down times in case of repairs, 
amount of water treated and sold, 
employee efficiency, and projects 
implemented. The MWSS is 
then able to provide assistance 
to the concessionaires whenever 
necessary.

The current Chief Regulator 
of the MWSS is Atty. Patrick 
Lester N. Ty, the youngest to hold 
the position. After obtaining his 
Bachelor of Laws degree from 
the University of the Philippines 
in 2003, Ty began his career as a 
lawyer at the Ocampo and Manalo 
Law Firm. Afterwards, he worked 
at the Department of Finance in 

the Privatization Office from 2006 to 2010. 
Thereafter, he became the Deputy Administrator 
of the Authority of the Freeport Area of Bataan 
from 2010 to 2017 before Ty was appointed as 
MWSS Chief Regulator on August 1, 2017.
 
WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION
The mandate of MWSS requires the continuous 
and ample supply of potable water. The Greater 
Metro Manila area, which includes parts of 
Cavite and Rizal, was divided into two zones 
in 1997. “As their regulator, we compare the 
two concessionaires because Metro Manila 
was split in half, instead of having just one 
concessionaire,” Chief Regulator Ty says. “It 
is an apples-to-apples comparison because it 
is different to compare the market of Metro 
Manila to Cebu or Iloilo since they don’t have 
the same demographics—the purchasing power, 
the population density, and such,” he notes. The 
best solution was to divide the coverage area 
into two zones, allowing for two private water 
concessionaires.

Manila Water serves water to more than six 
million people in the East Zone while Maynilad 
has over nine million people in the West Zone. 
According to Chief Regulator Ty, the water 
coverage in Metro Manila is already at 98%. 
“We don’t have any, or if at all, very minimal 
problems in water coverage. It is only the 
outskirts like Rizal and parts of Cavite that the 
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two concessionaires are having problems,” 
he explains. At the onset of the Concession 
Agreement, Manila Water divided the entire 
East zone into small business units, unlike 
Maynilad who held the West Zone. “Maynilad 
considered the area as one and tried to do a 
macro management when it was still under the 
[Benpres Holdings Corporation] Lopez group,” 
Ty says. While Manila Water could easily trace 
problems that may arise to the specific business 
area, Maynilad was unable to do so. After 

the Metro Pacific Investments 
Corporation (MPIC) took over, 
Maynilad followed Manila Water 
and converted the franchise area 
to smaller manageable units. 

With water supply and 
distribution through pipes and 
lines, there are also leakages. 
This forms a large part of 
nonrevenue water (NRW) or 
water that is produced but 
not used by the customer and 
therefore, is not billed. The other 
kinds of NRW are water used 
for firefighting, for flushing 
pipes, and for other public uses. 
The NRW of Manila Water is 
at 12%, which is already at an 
international standard. “It’s 

not feasible to go lower because, in order to 
do so, the cost to replace the pipes will be 
higher. It is not proportionate or commensurate 
to the improvement in the NRW. You’ll be 
spending too much to save a few drops of 
water,” the Chief Regulator explains. On the 

other hand, the NRW of Maynilad is at 40%, 
an improvement from the previous 60%. The 
same amount of NRW can actually already 
supply a dam, so it must be reduced further 
to avoid wasting water. Aside from it being 
caused by the higher volume of informal 
settlers in the West Zone, the higher NRW 
is also due to the leakages of the dilapidated 
pipes since Maynilad inherited majority of 
the older pipes; some of which are more than 
50 years old. By contrast, when Manila Water 
came in as a water concessionaire, the East 
Zone was relatively new and undeveloped. 
As a result, they were able to lay down newer 
pipes, which reduced their NRW in the long 
run. Because the normal standard for a third 
world country is 20% NRW, it is Maynilad’s 
target by 2022.

 
SEWERAGE AND SANITATION
While water supply and distribution was 
immediately addressed, the operations and 
improvement for the water sewerage was 
overlooked. On one hand, the coverage 
for sanitation is 90% as it only requires 
the deployment of dislodging trucks for 
each area. However, sewage is the more 
important concern. “It is the biggest problem, 
because for the entire concessionaire area, 
the coverage for sewerage was only at 14% 
when I started,” Chief Regulator Ty says. 
Currently, each concessionaire is able to 
provide proper sewerage to about 20% of 
their respective zones. The Supreme Court of 
the Philippines (SC) continuing mandamus 
under Republic Act No. 9275 or the Philippine 
Clean Water Act of 2004 requires that the two 
concessionaires should have Metro Manila 
99% covered by 2037, in terms of sewerage.

This aspect of wastewater services entails 
the installment of direct pipes or interceptor 
lines leading to a Sewage Treatment Plant 
(STP) or Septage Treatment Plant (SpTP). 
These treatment plants are required in order 
to ensure that the accumulated sewage 
or wastewater is safe for release to the 
environment. Untreated water contains 
harmful contaminants that pollute the 
environment. For SpTPs, the current practice 
requires a vacuum truck to dislodge the septic 
tank for each household before going to a 
SpTP. “Right now, we are implementing a 
combined system. It won’t be a direct sewer 
line anymore, but it is going to be from 
the septic tank to a conveyance line to an 

La Mesa Dam
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STP. Any dislodging tank that might go [to 
an area] would serve only to remove any 
blockage,” Atty. Ty says.

The existing sewerage facilities of 
Maynilad are 30 STP/SpTPs with a capacity 
of 541 million liters per day (MLD), while 
Manila Water has 40 STP/SpTPs able to 
handle 312MLD. “However, these are on a 
smaller scale because we don’t have any land, 
considering that Metro Manila is densely 
populated,” says the head of the MWSS 
RO. “For a normal STP in the United States 
or in Australia, it requires around 10 to 15 
hectares. Melbourne has 2 STPs covering the 
entire city,” he clarifies. In Metro Manila, 
there are around 50 STPs covering all of 
the cities. Apart from the land area, the STP 
must also be located at a lower, or lowest, 
point from its origin to ensure gravitational 
movement of the sewage towards the 
treatment plant. By its nature, sewage 
behaves differently from the flow of water, 
which can be pumped using water pressure. 
Given these constraints, searching for an 
optimal location proves to be a challenge.

Apart from the above-mentioned 
challenges, installing sewer lines will also 
have other adverse effects to the public. “It 
will cause the tariff to increase significantly, 
and it will cause a lot of traffic,” Chief 
Regulator Ty states. The tariff implication 
was the reason why both concessionaires 
postponed the improvement of the sewerage, 
which was supposed to begin in 2013. 
“Because we were at 14% in 2016, it requires 
building more sewer lines—new ones, at 
that. This means building the conveyance 
lines under the road so you have to disrupt 
traffic and obstruct the traffic flow,” he 
explains. Another problem is that residents 
refuse to connect or be dislodged from their 
septic tank. Similarly, homeowners refuse to 
provide the right of way for the construction 
of sewer lines. With the 14% coverage for 
sewerage, the existing pipes may need to be 
fixed. However, majority of the coverage 
areas require building new lines. “We don’t 
really need to rehabilitate because we don’t 
have any sewer lines,” Ty comments. Another 
problem is the availability of contractors who 
hold the expertise in the area of sewerage 
and sewer lines, considering that sewerage 
functions differently from water. “The 
majority of people do water but sewerage 
is a specialized field. The people who have 

the correct technology, who have the know-
how how to build the sewer lines properly are 
limited. There are not enough companies and 
contractors to build all of it,” Ty says.

In keeping with the 99% coverage target by 
2037 as per the SC continuing mandamus, the 
MWSS aims to accomplish near half of that 
by 2022. “I am targeting 44% at the end of 
my term or to more than double it,” he adds. 
To do so, the installment of more conveyance 
lines—that is, sewer line and interceptors from 
each household to the STPs—is needed. The 
construction of more STPs is also required to 
improve the sewage coverage in Metro Manila. 
MWSS proposes Maynilad to be able to cover 

MWSS Chief Regulator Atty. Patrick Lester N. Ty

                   LEAGUE   81    

PB   LEAGUE  J A N U A R Y - F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9  

two concessionaires are having problems,” 
he explains. At the onset of the Concession 
Agreement, Manila Water divided the entire 
East zone into small business units, unlike 
Maynilad who held the West Zone. “Maynilad 
considered the area as one and tried to do a 
macro management when it was still under the 
[Benpres Holdings Corporation] Lopez group,” 
Ty says. While Manila Water could easily trace 
problems that may arise to the specific business 
area, Maynilad was unable to do so. After 

the Metro Pacific Investments 
Corporation (MPIC) took over, 
Maynilad followed Manila Water 
and converted the franchise area 
to smaller manageable units. 

With water supply and 
distribution through pipes and 
lines, there are also leakages. 
This forms a large part of 
nonrevenue water (NRW) or 
water that is produced but 
not used by the customer and 
therefore, is not billed. The other 
kinds of NRW are water used 
for firefighting, for flushing 
pipes, and for other public uses. 
The NRW of Manila Water is 
at 12%, which is already at an 
international standard. “It’s 

not feasible to go lower because, in order to 
do so, the cost to replace the pipes will be 
higher. It is not proportionate or commensurate 
to the improvement in the NRW. You’ll be 
spending too much to save a few drops of 
water,” the Chief Regulator explains. On the 

other hand, the NRW of Maynilad is at 40%, 
an improvement from the previous 60%. The 
same amount of NRW can actually already 
supply a dam, so it must be reduced further 
to avoid wasting water. Aside from it being 
caused by the higher volume of informal 
settlers in the West Zone, the higher NRW 
is also due to the leakages of the dilapidated 
pipes since Maynilad inherited majority of 
the older pipes; some of which are more than 
50 years old. By contrast, when Manila Water 
came in as a water concessionaire, the East 
Zone was relatively new and undeveloped. 
As a result, they were able to lay down newer 
pipes, which reduced their NRW in the long 
run. Because the normal standard for a third 
world country is 20% NRW, it is Maynilad’s 
target by 2022.

 
SEWERAGE AND SANITATION
While water supply and distribution was 
immediately addressed, the operations and 
improvement for the water sewerage was 
overlooked. On one hand, the coverage 
for sanitation is 90% as it only requires 
the deployment of dislodging trucks for 
each area. However, sewage is the more 
important concern. “It is the biggest problem, 
because for the entire concessionaire area, 
the coverage for sewerage was only at 14% 
when I started,” Chief Regulator Ty says. 
Currently, each concessionaire is able to 
provide proper sewerage to about 20% of 
their respective zones. The Supreme Court of 
the Philippines (SC) continuing mandamus 
under Republic Act No. 9275 or the Philippine 
Clean Water Act of 2004 requires that the two 
concessionaires should have Metro Manila 
99% covered by 2037, in terms of sewerage.

This aspect of wastewater services entails 
the installment of direct pipes or interceptor 
lines leading to a Sewage Treatment Plant 
(STP) or Septage Treatment Plant (SpTP). 
These treatment plants are required in order 
to ensure that the accumulated sewage 
or wastewater is safe for release to the 
environment. Untreated water contains 
harmful contaminants that pollute the 
environment. For SpTPs, the current practice 
requires a vacuum truck to dislodge the septic 
tank for each household before going to a 
SpTP. “Right now, we are implementing a 
combined system. It won’t be a direct sewer 
line anymore, but it is going to be from 
the septic tank to a conveyance line to an 
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STP. Any dislodging tank that might go [to 
an area] would serve only to remove any 
blockage,” Atty. Ty says.

The existing sewerage facilities of 
Maynilad are 30 STP/SpTPs with a capacity 
of 541 million liters per day (MLD), while 
Manila Water has 40 STP/SpTPs able to 
handle 312MLD. “However, these are on a 
smaller scale because we don’t have any land, 
considering that Metro Manila is densely 
populated,” says the head of the MWSS 
RO. “For a normal STP in the United States 
or in Australia, it requires around 10 to 15 
hectares. Melbourne has 2 STPs covering the 
entire city,” he clarifies. In Metro Manila, 
there are around 50 STPs covering all of 
the cities. Apart from the land area, the STP 
must also be located at a lower, or lowest, 
point from its origin to ensure gravitational 
movement of the sewage towards the 
treatment plant. By its nature, sewage 
behaves differently from the flow of water, 
which can be pumped using water pressure. 
Given these constraints, searching for an 
optimal location proves to be a challenge.

Apart from the above-mentioned 
challenges, installing sewer lines will also 
have other adverse effects to the public. “It 
will cause the tariff to increase significantly, 
and it will cause a lot of traffic,” Chief 
Regulator Ty states. The tariff implication 
was the reason why both concessionaires 
postponed the improvement of the sewerage, 
which was supposed to begin in 2013. 
“Because we were at 14% in 2016, it requires 
building more sewer lines—new ones, at 
that. This means building the conveyance 
lines under the road so you have to disrupt 
traffic and obstruct the traffic flow,” he 
explains. Another problem is that residents 
refuse to connect or be dislodged from their 
septic tank. Similarly, homeowners refuse to 
provide the right of way for the construction 
of sewer lines. With the 14% coverage for 
sewerage, the existing pipes may need to be 
fixed. However, majority of the coverage 
areas require building new lines. “We don’t 
really need to rehabilitate because we don’t 
have any sewer lines,” Ty comments. Another 
problem is the availability of contractors who 
hold the expertise in the area of sewerage 
and sewer lines, considering that sewerage 
functions differently from water. “The 
majority of people do water but sewerage 
is a specialized field. The people who have 

the correct technology, who have the know-
how how to build the sewer lines properly are 
limited. There are not enough companies and 
contractors to build all of it,” Ty says.

In keeping with the 99% coverage target by 
2037 as per the SC continuing mandamus, the 
MWSS aims to accomplish near half of that 
by 2022. “I am targeting 44% at the end of 
my term or to more than double it,” he adds. 
To do so, the installment of more conveyance 
lines—that is, sewer line and interceptors from 
each household to the STPs—is needed. The 
construction of more STPs is also required to 
improve the sewage coverage in Metro Manila. 
MWSS proposes Maynilad to be able to cover 

MWSS Chief Regulator Atty. Patrick Lester N. Ty
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two concessionaires are having problems,” 
he explains. At the onset of the Concession 
Agreement, Manila Water divided the entire 
East zone into small business units, unlike 
Maynilad who held the West Zone. “Maynilad 
considered the area as one and tried to do a 
macro management when it was still under the 
[Benpres Holdings Corporation] Lopez group,” 
Ty says. While Manila Water could easily trace 
problems that may arise to the specific business 
area, Maynilad was unable to do so. After 

the Metro Pacific Investments 
Corporation (MPIC) took over, 
Maynilad followed Manila Water 
and converted the franchise area 
to smaller manageable units. 

With water supply and 
distribution through pipes and 
lines, there are also leakages. 
This forms a large part of 
nonrevenue water (NRW) or 
water that is produced but 
not used by the customer and 
therefore, is not billed. The other 
kinds of NRW are water used 
for firefighting, for flushing 
pipes, and for other public uses. 
The NRW of Manila Water is 
at 12%, which is already at an 
international standard. “It’s 

not feasible to go lower because, in order to 
do so, the cost to replace the pipes will be 
higher. It is not proportionate or commensurate 
to the improvement in the NRW. You’ll be 
spending too much to save a few drops of 
water,” the Chief Regulator explains. On the 

other hand, the NRW of Maynilad is at 40%, 
an improvement from the previous 60%. The 
same amount of NRW can actually already 
supply a dam, so it must be reduced further 
to avoid wasting water. Aside from it being 
caused by the higher volume of informal 
settlers in the West Zone, the higher NRW 
is also due to the leakages of the dilapidated 
pipes since Maynilad inherited majority of 
the older pipes; some of which are more than 
50 years old. By contrast, when Manila Water 
came in as a water concessionaire, the East 
Zone was relatively new and undeveloped. 
As a result, they were able to lay down newer 
pipes, which reduced their NRW in the long 
run. Because the normal standard for a third 
world country is 20% NRW, it is Maynilad’s 
target by 2022.

 
SEWERAGE AND SANITATION
While water supply and distribution was 
immediately addressed, the operations and 
improvement for the water sewerage was 
overlooked. On one hand, the coverage 
for sanitation is 90% as it only requires 
the deployment of dislodging trucks for 
each area. However, sewage is the more 
important concern. “It is the biggest problem, 
because for the entire concessionaire area, 
the coverage for sewerage was only at 14% 
when I started,” Chief Regulator Ty says. 
Currently, each concessionaire is able to 
provide proper sewerage to about 20% of 
their respective zones. The Supreme Court of 
the Philippines (SC) continuing mandamus 
under Republic Act No. 9275 or the Philippine 
Clean Water Act of 2004 requires that the two 
concessionaires should have Metro Manila 
99% covered by 2037, in terms of sewerage.

This aspect of wastewater services entails 
the installment of direct pipes or interceptor 
lines leading to a Sewage Treatment Plant 
(STP) or Septage Treatment Plant (SpTP). 
These treatment plants are required in order 
to ensure that the accumulated sewage 
or wastewater is safe for release to the 
environment. Untreated water contains 
harmful contaminants that pollute the 
environment. For SpTPs, the current practice 
requires a vacuum truck to dislodge the septic 
tank for each household before going to a 
SpTP. “Right now, we are implementing a 
combined system. It won’t be a direct sewer 
line anymore, but it is going to be from 
the septic tank to a conveyance line to an 

La Mesa Dam
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STP. Any dislodging tank that might go [to 
an area] would serve only to remove any 
blockage,” Atty. Ty says.

The existing sewerage facilities of 
Maynilad are 30 STP/SpTPs with a capacity 
of 541 million liters per day (MLD), while 
Manila Water has 40 STP/SpTPs able to 
handle 312MLD. “However, these are on a 
smaller scale because we don’t have any land, 
considering that Metro Manila is densely 
populated,” says the head of the MWSS 
RO. “For a normal STP in the United States 
or in Australia, it requires around 10 to 15 
hectares. Melbourne has 2 STPs covering the 
entire city,” he clarifies. In Metro Manila, 
there are around 50 STPs covering all of 
the cities. Apart from the land area, the STP 
must also be located at a lower, or lowest, 
point from its origin to ensure gravitational 
movement of the sewage towards the 
treatment plant. By its nature, sewage 
behaves differently from the flow of water, 
which can be pumped using water pressure. 
Given these constraints, searching for an 
optimal location proves to be a challenge.

Apart from the above-mentioned 
challenges, installing sewer lines will also 
have other adverse effects to the public. “It 
will cause the tariff to increase significantly, 
and it will cause a lot of traffic,” Chief 
Regulator Ty states. The tariff implication 
was the reason why both concessionaires 
postponed the improvement of the sewerage, 
which was supposed to begin in 2013. 
“Because we were at 14% in 2016, it requires 
building more sewer lines—new ones, at 
that. This means building the conveyance 
lines under the road so you have to disrupt 
traffic and obstruct the traffic flow,” he 
explains. Another problem is that residents 
refuse to connect or be dislodged from their 
septic tank. Similarly, homeowners refuse to 
provide the right of way for the construction 
of sewer lines. With the 14% coverage for 
sewerage, the existing pipes may need to be 
fixed. However, majority of the coverage 
areas require building new lines. “We don’t 
really need to rehabilitate because we don’t 
have any sewer lines,” Ty comments. Another 
problem is the availability of contractors who 
hold the expertise in the area of sewerage 
and sewer lines, considering that sewerage 
functions differently from water. “The 
majority of people do water but sewerage 
is a specialized field. The people who have 

the correct technology, who have the know-
how how to build the sewer lines properly are 
limited. There are not enough companies and 
contractors to build all of it,” Ty says.

In keeping with the 99% coverage target by 
2037 as per the SC continuing mandamus, the 
MWSS aims to accomplish near half of that 
by 2022. “I am targeting 44% at the end of 
my term or to more than double it,” he adds. 
To do so, the installment of more conveyance 
lines—that is, sewer line and interceptors from 
each household to the STPs—is needed. The 
construction of more STPs is also required to 
improve the sewage coverage in Metro Manila. 
MWSS proposes Maynilad to be able to cover 

MWSS Chief Regulator Atty. Patrick Lester N. Ty
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two concessionaires are having problems,” 
he explains. At the onset of the Concession 
Agreement, Manila Water divided the entire 
East zone into small business units, unlike 
Maynilad who held the West Zone. “Maynilad 
considered the area as one and tried to do a 
macro management when it was still under the 
[Benpres Holdings Corporation] Lopez group,” 
Ty says. While Manila Water could easily trace 
problems that may arise to the specific business 
area, Maynilad was unable to do so. After 

the Metro Pacific Investments 
Corporation (MPIC) took over, 
Maynilad followed Manila Water 
and converted the franchise area 
to smaller manageable units. 

With water supply and 
distribution through pipes and 
lines, there are also leakages. 
This forms a large part of 
nonrevenue water (NRW) or 
water that is produced but 
not used by the customer and 
therefore, is not billed. The other 
kinds of NRW are water used 
for firefighting, for flushing 
pipes, and for other public uses. 
The NRW of Manila Water is 
at 12%, which is already at an 
international standard. “It’s 

not feasible to go lower because, in order to 
do so, the cost to replace the pipes will be 
higher. It is not proportionate or commensurate 
to the improvement in the NRW. You’ll be 
spending too much to save a few drops of 
water,” the Chief Regulator explains. On the 

other hand, the NRW of Maynilad is at 40%, 
an improvement from the previous 60%. The 
same amount of NRW can actually already 
supply a dam, so it must be reduced further 
to avoid wasting water. Aside from it being 
caused by the higher volume of informal 
settlers in the West Zone, the higher NRW 
is also due to the leakages of the dilapidated 
pipes since Maynilad inherited majority of 
the older pipes; some of which are more than 
50 years old. By contrast, when Manila Water 
came in as a water concessionaire, the East 
Zone was relatively new and undeveloped. 
As a result, they were able to lay down newer 
pipes, which reduced their NRW in the long 
run. Because the normal standard for a third 
world country is 20% NRW, it is Maynilad’s 
target by 2022.

 
SEWERAGE AND SANITATION
While water supply and distribution was 
immediately addressed, the operations and 
improvement for the water sewerage was 
overlooked. On one hand, the coverage 
for sanitation is 90% as it only requires 
the deployment of dislodging trucks for 
each area. However, sewage is the more 
important concern. “It is the biggest problem, 
because for the entire concessionaire area, 
the coverage for sewerage was only at 14% 
when I started,” Chief Regulator Ty says. 
Currently, each concessionaire is able to 
provide proper sewerage to about 20% of 
their respective zones. The Supreme Court of 
the Philippines (SC) continuing mandamus 
under Republic Act No. 9275 or the Philippine 
Clean Water Act of 2004 requires that the two 
concessionaires should have Metro Manila 
99% covered by 2037, in terms of sewerage.

This aspect of wastewater services entails 
the installment of direct pipes or interceptor 
lines leading to a Sewage Treatment Plant 
(STP) or Septage Treatment Plant (SpTP). 
These treatment plants are required in order 
to ensure that the accumulated sewage 
or wastewater is safe for release to the 
environment. Untreated water contains 
harmful contaminants that pollute the 
environment. For SpTPs, the current practice 
requires a vacuum truck to dislodge the septic 
tank for each household before going to a 
SpTP. “Right now, we are implementing a 
combined system. It won’t be a direct sewer 
line anymore, but it is going to be from 
the septic tank to a conveyance line to an 
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STP. Any dislodging tank that might go [to 
an area] would serve only to remove any 
blockage,” Atty. Ty says.

The existing sewerage facilities of 
Maynilad are 30 STP/SpTPs with a capacity 
of 541 million liters per day (MLD), while 
Manila Water has 40 STP/SpTPs able to 
handle 312MLD. “However, these are on a 
smaller scale because we don’t have any land, 
considering that Metro Manila is densely 
populated,” says the head of the MWSS 
RO. “For a normal STP in the United States 
or in Australia, it requires around 10 to 15 
hectares. Melbourne has 2 STPs covering the 
entire city,” he clarifies. In Metro Manila, 
there are around 50 STPs covering all of 
the cities. Apart from the land area, the STP 
must also be located at a lower, or lowest, 
point from its origin to ensure gravitational 
movement of the sewage towards the 
treatment plant. By its nature, sewage 
behaves differently from the flow of water, 
which can be pumped using water pressure. 
Given these constraints, searching for an 
optimal location proves to be a challenge.

Apart from the above-mentioned 
challenges, installing sewer lines will also 
have other adverse effects to the public. “It 
will cause the tariff to increase significantly, 
and it will cause a lot of traffic,” Chief 
Regulator Ty states. The tariff implication 
was the reason why both concessionaires 
postponed the improvement of the sewerage, 
which was supposed to begin in 2013. 
“Because we were at 14% in 2016, it requires 
building more sewer lines—new ones, at 
that. This means building the conveyance 
lines under the road so you have to disrupt 
traffic and obstruct the traffic flow,” he 
explains. Another problem is that residents 
refuse to connect or be dislodged from their 
septic tank. Similarly, homeowners refuse to 
provide the right of way for the construction 
of sewer lines. With the 14% coverage for 
sewerage, the existing pipes may need to be 
fixed. However, majority of the coverage 
areas require building new lines. “We don’t 
really need to rehabilitate because we don’t 
have any sewer lines,” Ty comments. Another 
problem is the availability of contractors who 
hold the expertise in the area of sewerage 
and sewer lines, considering that sewerage 
functions differently from water. “The 
majority of people do water but sewerage 
is a specialized field. The people who have 

the correct technology, who have the know-
how how to build the sewer lines properly are 
limited. There are not enough companies and 
contractors to build all of it,” Ty says.

In keeping with the 99% coverage target by 
2037 as per the SC continuing mandamus, the 
MWSS aims to accomplish near half of that 
by 2022. “I am targeting 44% at the end of 
my term or to more than double it,” he adds. 
To do so, the installment of more conveyance 
lines—that is, sewer line and interceptors from 
each household to the STPs—is needed. The 
construction of more STPs is also required to 
improve the sewage coverage in Metro Manila. 
MWSS proposes Maynilad to be able to cover 

MWSS Chief Regulator Atty. Patrick Lester N. Ty
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have the other because it is better to have a 
back-up, which we don’t have right now,” he 
further adds. The MWSS is also looking into 
other water sources such as the Sierra Madre 
and the Wawa Dam in Rodriguez, Rizal. 
Constructed over the Marikina River, the Wawa 
Dam was built in 1909 but has since been 
abandoned. Alongside the already-approved 
Kaliwa Dam, there is also a Kanan Dam being 
studied by the MWSS as other alternative 
water sources.

Apart from Angat Dam, Laguna Lake is 
another water source for Metro Manila. It 
is divided into the East Bay, which is the 
cleanest water, the Central Bay, and the 
West Bay. Maynilad also sources its water 
from Laguna Lake for the areas they serve 
in Muntinlupa and Cavite. This is because 
the older dilapidated pipes might not be able 
to survive the long distance between Angat 
Dam and Cavite, which leaves Maynilad no 
recourse but to source the water from Laguna 
Lake. However, there are times when the water 
in the lake is brackish and the concessionaire 
has to use reverse osmosis in order to clean 
the water. This process, however, is expensive 
and energy extensive resulting in higher 
expenditures for Maynilad to treat the water. 
While Maynilad takes its water from the West 
Bay, sourcing the water from the cleaner yet 
farther parts of Laguna Lake in the East and 
Central Bay poses a challenge in transporting 
the water to the Maynilad clients in the south. 
With three existing water treatment plants 
(WTPs), Maynilad is building another plant in 

Putatan. Manila Water is also looking 
into sourcing water from Laguna Lake 
Central Bay after building a WTP in 
Cardona, Rizal, which is in its testing 
stage.

MANILA BAY REHABILITATION
The Manila Bay Rehabilitation 
Project (MBRP) is in response to the 
continuing mandamus by the SC. 
Agencies including the Department 
Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR), the Department of Interior 
and Local Government (DILG), and 
the Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH), have already 
started implementing their courses of 
action.

The MWSS and its two 
concessionaires, Manila Water and 

an additional 320MLD more from 2018 to 2022, 
while Manila Water’s capacity should increase 
to 725MLD in the next four years.

 
EXISTING AND ALTERNATIVE                 
WATER SOURCES
Both Manila Water and Maynilad source their 
water from the Angat Dam in Norzagaray, 
Bulacan. It is a concrete water reservoir and 
hydroelectric dam with three tunnels from 
Angat to La Mesa Dam. Because there is a need 
to rehabilitate these existing tunnels, a fourth 
tunnel has been constructed and is scheduled to 
be online within the year. Angat Dam provides 
90% of the water in Metro Manila, delivering 
4,000 MLD. Of this, 40% of the allocation is 
for Manila Water while the rest is for Maynilad. 
Due to the concern raised with Angat Dam being 
the only major water source and potential water 
crisis in case the dam fails, the MWSS is pushing 
to build an alternative water source. Owing also 
to the continued population growth in an already 
teeming metropolitan, there is also the rising 
demand for additional water supply to avoid 
future water shortages in Metro Manila.

The new centennial Kaliwa Dam Project in 
Infanta, Quezon is set to provide 600 MLD, 
another 10 years of water security for the metro. 
It is a Build, Build, Build project, scheduled 
to be fi nished by 2024. “It was proposed in the 
1990s, and the current administration is pushing 
for the project, in hopes of addressing the water 
shortage problem,” Ty explains. “It will co-exist 
with Angat Dam, so we will have two water 
sources. If there is a problem with one, then we 

Angat Dam 
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Maynilad, are also included in the list of the 
implementing agencies. “We met with the 
DENR and explained to them that there is 
a master plan for the wastewater in Metro 
Manila, which we have approved during the rate 
rebasing last year,” Chief Regulator Ty states. 
“It will more than double the sewer coverage. 
However, there are reasons why we cannot 
fully implement the plan,” he explains. First, 
it will result in an increase in the water tariff. 
Second, there will be problem with the traffic as 
construction is done along the public highways. 
Third, there is the problem with acquisition of 
real estate to build the STP, and, fourth is the 
acquisition of the right way to build such. The 
fifth issue is regarding the issuance of permits 
by the local government units (LGUs), as some 
LGUs are unwilling and uncooperative in 
issuing the permits necessary to put up the STP 
or to build the lines. “Those are the problems 
faced by the concessionaires who are willing to 
build the sewer lines. We are helping them by 
talking to the DENR, and Secretary Roy Cimatu 
is very supportive and committed to assist us,” 
Atty. Ty states. “MWSS paves the way for the 
concessionaires to build the sewer lines, but this 
is not a simple solution because the pollution in 
Manila Bay is not only caused by the sewers; it 
is also caused by industrial waste.”

It is important to note that the two private 
water concessionaires only handle residential 
waste. Majority of the pollutants in Manila 
Bay are the industrial waste and the informal 
settlers, both with solid and liquid waste. 
These fall under the control of the surrounding 
LGUs, the DENR, and the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority (MMDA). “Now, we 
have the commitment of the DENR that they 
will talk to the DILG and the DILG will talk 
to the LGUs. If they are able to do that, then 
the MWSS does not have an excuse anymore. 
If there is a problem, then it’s going to be us. 
Hopefully that will all be resolved soon,” Chief 
Regulator Ty states.

FULL STEAM AHEAD
“When I was appointed to the position as 
Chief RO in 2017, my marching order was to 
address the sewerage, even before the clean-
up of Boracay and Manila Bay happened,” Ty 
says. The MWSS is set to fully implement 
the master plan on the improvement of the 
sewerage in Metro Manila, after dialogues with 
the DENR and the DILG, tempered with the 
issues on increased tariff, disrupted traffic, and 

the LGU concerns on properties and permits. 
“We are just starting, especially for sewerage. 
We haven’t given it enough attention in the 
past 20 years,” the MWSS Chief Regulator 
admits. Since the commencement of their 
concessionaires, both Manila Water and 
Maynilad have focused solely on water. 20 
years of the 40-year concession has already 
passed. “We have to start now or else, we will 
not be able to finish by 2037. In my opinion, 
once we reach 40-45% by 2022, that is already 
the tipping point for us. After that, it’s going 
to be easier,” says Chief Regulator Ty. “We 
won’t be able to [achieve full coverage] yet 
but it will have a significant impact to the 
environment.”

The MWSS Regulatory Office continues to 
perform its mandate, protecting the interests of 
the public by balancing the need for additional 
projects to clean the water and the affordability 
of water. “I understand, even we can do this 
tomorrow and clean everything but the public 
cannot afford it, then it cannot be done,” 
MWSS Chief Regulator Patrick Ty says. “But 
we also have to be reminded that it is also 
our responsibility to clean the environment. 
We cannot expect people from Mindanao or 
Visayas to pay for the cleaning of water and 
wastewater in Metro Manila,” he adds. As the 
MWSS continues to do its part in providing 
uninterrupted and adequate water and 
sewerage services, the residents of the Greater 
Metro Manila area also need to do their part in 
keeping the environment clean. 
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have the other because it is better to have a 
back-up, which we don’t have right now,” he 
further adds. The MWSS is also looking into 
other water sources such as the Sierra Madre 
and the Wawa Dam in Rodriguez, Rizal. 
Constructed over the Marikina River, the Wawa 
Dam was built in 1909 but has since been 
abandoned. Alongside the already-approved 
Kaliwa Dam, there is also a Kanan Dam being 
studied by the MWSS as other alternative 
water sources.

Apart from Angat Dam, Laguna Lake is 
another water source for Metro Manila. It 
is divided into the East Bay, which is the 
cleanest water, the Central Bay, and the 
West Bay. Maynilad also sources its water 
from Laguna Lake for the areas they serve 
in Muntinlupa and Cavite. This is because 
the older dilapidated pipes might not be able 
to survive the long distance between Angat 
Dam and Cavite, which leaves Maynilad no 
recourse but to source the water from Laguna 
Lake. However, there are times when the water 
in the lake is brackish and the concessionaire 
has to use reverse osmosis in order to clean 
the water. This process, however, is expensive 
and energy extensive resulting in higher 
expenditures for Maynilad to treat the water. 
While Maynilad takes its water from the West 
Bay, sourcing the water from the cleaner yet 
farther parts of Laguna Lake in the East and 
Central Bay poses a challenge in transporting 
the water to the Maynilad clients in the south. 
With three existing water treatment plants 
(WTPs), Maynilad is building another plant in 

Putatan. Manila Water is also looking 
into sourcing water from Laguna Lake 
Central Bay after building a WTP in 
Cardona, Rizal, which is in its testing 
stage.

MANILA BAY REHABILITATION
The Manila Bay Rehabilitation 
Project (MBRP) is in response to the 
continuing mandamus by the SC. 
Agencies including the Department 
Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR), the Department of Interior 
and Local Government (DILG), and 
the Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH), have already 
started implementing their courses of 
action.

The MWSS and its two 
concessionaires, Manila Water and 

an additional 320MLD more from 2018 to 2022, 
while Manila Water’s capacity should increase 
to 725MLD in the next four years.

 
EXISTING AND ALTERNATIVE                 
WATER SOURCES
Both Manila Water and Maynilad source their 
water from the Angat Dam in Norzagaray, 
Bulacan. It is a concrete water reservoir and 
hydroelectric dam with three tunnels from 
Angat to La Mesa Dam. Because there is a need 
to rehabilitate these existing tunnels, a fourth 
tunnel has been constructed and is scheduled to 
be online within the year. Angat Dam provides 
90% of the water in Metro Manila, delivering 
4,000 MLD. Of this, 40% of the allocation is 
for Manila Water while the rest is for Maynilad. 
Due to the concern raised with Angat Dam being 
the only major water source and potential water 
crisis in case the dam fails, the MWSS is pushing 
to build an alternative water source. Owing also 
to the continued population growth in an already 
teeming metropolitan, there is also the rising 
demand for additional water supply to avoid 
future water shortages in Metro Manila.

The new centennial Kaliwa Dam Project in 
Infanta, Quezon is set to provide 600 MLD, 
another 10 years of water security for the metro. 
It is a Build, Build, Build project, scheduled 
to be fi nished by 2024. “It was proposed in the 
1990s, and the current administration is pushing 
for the project, in hopes of addressing the water 
shortage problem,” Ty explains. “It will co-exist 
with Angat Dam, so we will have two water 
sources. If there is a problem with one, then we 
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Maynilad, are also included in the list of the 
implementing agencies. “We met with the 
DENR and explained to them that there is 
a master plan for the wastewater in Metro 
Manila, which we have approved during the rate 
rebasing last year,” Chief Regulator Ty states. 
“It will more than double the sewer coverage. 
However, there are reasons why we cannot 
fully implement the plan,” he explains. First, 
it will result in an increase in the water tariff. 
Second, there will be problem with the traffic as 
construction is done along the public highways. 
Third, there is the problem with acquisition of 
real estate to build the STP, and, fourth is the 
acquisition of the right way to build such. The 
fifth issue is regarding the issuance of permits 
by the local government units (LGUs), as some 
LGUs are unwilling and uncooperative in 
issuing the permits necessary to put up the STP 
or to build the lines. “Those are the problems 
faced by the concessionaires who are willing to 
build the sewer lines. We are helping them by 
talking to the DENR, and Secretary Roy Cimatu 
is very supportive and committed to assist us,” 
Atty. Ty states. “MWSS paves the way for the 
concessionaires to build the sewer lines, but this 
is not a simple solution because the pollution in 
Manila Bay is not only caused by the sewers; it 
is also caused by industrial waste.”

It is important to note that the two private 
water concessionaires only handle residential 
waste. Majority of the pollutants in Manila 
Bay are the industrial waste and the informal 
settlers, both with solid and liquid waste. 
These fall under the control of the surrounding 
LGUs, the DENR, and the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority (MMDA). “Now, we 
have the commitment of the DENR that they 
will talk to the DILG and the DILG will talk 
to the LGUs. If they are able to do that, then 
the MWSS does not have an excuse anymore. 
If there is a problem, then it’s going to be us. 
Hopefully that will all be resolved soon,” Chief 
Regulator Ty states.

FULL STEAM AHEAD
“When I was appointed to the position as 
Chief RO in 2017, my marching order was to 
address the sewerage, even before the clean-
up of Boracay and Manila Bay happened,” Ty 
says. The MWSS is set to fully implement 
the master plan on the improvement of the 
sewerage in Metro Manila, after dialogues with 
the DENR and the DILG, tempered with the 
issues on increased tariff, disrupted traffic, and 

the LGU concerns on properties and permits. 
“We are just starting, especially for sewerage. 
We haven’t given it enough attention in the 
past 20 years,” the MWSS Chief Regulator 
admits. Since the commencement of their 
concessionaires, both Manila Water and 
Maynilad have focused solely on water. 20 
years of the 40-year concession has already 
passed. “We have to start now or else, we will 
not be able to finish by 2037. In my opinion, 
once we reach 40-45% by 2022, that is already 
the tipping point for us. After that, it’s going 
to be easier,” says Chief Regulator Ty. “We 
won’t be able to [achieve full coverage] yet 
but it will have a significant impact to the 
environment.”

The MWSS Regulatory Office continues to 
perform its mandate, protecting the interests of 
the public by balancing the need for additional 
projects to clean the water and the affordability 
of water. “I understand, even we can do this 
tomorrow and clean everything but the public 
cannot afford it, then it cannot be done,” 
MWSS Chief Regulator Patrick Ty says. “But 
we also have to be reminded that it is also 
our responsibility to clean the environment. 
We cannot expect people from Mindanao or 
Visayas to pay for the cleaning of water and 
wastewater in Metro Manila,” he adds. As the 
MWSS continues to do its part in providing 
uninterrupted and adequate water and 
sewerage services, the residents of the Greater 
Metro Manila area also need to do their part in 
keeping the environment clean. 
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have the other because it is better to have a 
back-up, which we don’t have right now,” he 
further adds. The MWSS is also looking into 
other water sources such as the Sierra Madre 
and the Wawa Dam in Rodriguez, Rizal. 
Constructed over the Marikina River, the Wawa 
Dam was built in 1909 but has since been 
abandoned. Alongside the already-approved 
Kaliwa Dam, there is also a Kanan Dam being 
studied by the MWSS as other alternative 
water sources.

Apart from Angat Dam, Laguna Lake is 
another water source for Metro Manila. It 
is divided into the East Bay, which is the 
cleanest water, the Central Bay, and the 
West Bay. Maynilad also sources its water 
from Laguna Lake for the areas they serve 
in Muntinlupa and Cavite. This is because 
the older dilapidated pipes might not be able 
to survive the long distance between Angat 
Dam and Cavite, which leaves Maynilad no 
recourse but to source the water from Laguna 
Lake. However, there are times when the water 
in the lake is brackish and the concessionaire 
has to use reverse osmosis in order to clean 
the water. This process, however, is expensive 
and energy extensive resulting in higher 
expenditures for Maynilad to treat the water. 
While Maynilad takes its water from the West 
Bay, sourcing the water from the cleaner yet 
farther parts of Laguna Lake in the East and 
Central Bay poses a challenge in transporting 
the water to the Maynilad clients in the south. 
With three existing water treatment plants 
(WTPs), Maynilad is building another plant in 

Putatan. Manila Water is also looking 
into sourcing water from Laguna Lake 
Central Bay after building a WTP in 
Cardona, Rizal, which is in its testing 
stage.

MANILA BAY REHABILITATION
The Manila Bay Rehabilitation 
Project (MBRP) is in response to the 
continuing mandamus by the SC. 
Agencies including the Department 
Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR), the Department of Interior 
and Local Government (DILG), and 
the Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH), have already 
started implementing their courses of 
action.

The MWSS and its two 
concessionaires, Manila Water and 

an additional 320MLD more from 2018 to 2022, 
while Manila Water’s capacity should increase 
to 725MLD in the next four years.

 
EXISTING AND ALTERNATIVE                 
WATER SOURCES
Both Manila Water and Maynilad source their 
water from the Angat Dam in Norzagaray, 
Bulacan. It is a concrete water reservoir and 
hydroelectric dam with three tunnels from 
Angat to La Mesa Dam. Because there is a need 
to rehabilitate these existing tunnels, a fourth 
tunnel has been constructed and is scheduled to 
be online within the year. Angat Dam provides 
90% of the water in Metro Manila, delivering 
4,000 MLD. Of this, 40% of the allocation is 
for Manila Water while the rest is for Maynilad. 
Due to the concern raised with Angat Dam being 
the only major water source and potential water 
crisis in case the dam fails, the MWSS is pushing 
to build an alternative water source. Owing also 
to the continued population growth in an already 
teeming metropolitan, there is also the rising 
demand for additional water supply to avoid 
future water shortages in Metro Manila.

The new centennial Kaliwa Dam Project in 
Infanta, Quezon is set to provide 600 MLD, 
another 10 years of water security for the metro. 
It is a Build, Build, Build project, scheduled 
to be fi nished by 2024. “It was proposed in the 
1990s, and the current administration is pushing 
for the project, in hopes of addressing the water 
shortage problem,” Ty explains. “It will co-exist 
with Angat Dam, so we will have two water 
sources. If there is a problem with one, then we 

Angat Dam 
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Maynilad, are also included in the list of the 
implementing agencies. “We met with the 
DENR and explained to them that there is 
a master plan for the wastewater in Metro 
Manila, which we have approved during the rate 
rebasing last year,” Chief Regulator Ty states. 
“It will more than double the sewer coverage. 
However, there are reasons why we cannot 
fully implement the plan,” he explains. First, 
it will result in an increase in the water tariff. 
Second, there will be problem with the traffic as 
construction is done along the public highways. 
Third, there is the problem with acquisition of 
real estate to build the STP, and, fourth is the 
acquisition of the right way to build such. The 
fifth issue is regarding the issuance of permits 
by the local government units (LGUs), as some 
LGUs are unwilling and uncooperative in 
issuing the permits necessary to put up the STP 
or to build the lines. “Those are the problems 
faced by the concessionaires who are willing to 
build the sewer lines. We are helping them by 
talking to the DENR, and Secretary Roy Cimatu 
is very supportive and committed to assist us,” 
Atty. Ty states. “MWSS paves the way for the 
concessionaires to build the sewer lines, but this 
is not a simple solution because the pollution in 
Manila Bay is not only caused by the sewers; it 
is also caused by industrial waste.”

It is important to note that the two private 
water concessionaires only handle residential 
waste. Majority of the pollutants in Manila 
Bay are the industrial waste and the informal 
settlers, both with solid and liquid waste. 
These fall under the control of the surrounding 
LGUs, the DENR, and the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority (MMDA). “Now, we 
have the commitment of the DENR that they 
will talk to the DILG and the DILG will talk 
to the LGUs. If they are able to do that, then 
the MWSS does not have an excuse anymore. 
If there is a problem, then it’s going to be us. 
Hopefully that will all be resolved soon,” Chief 
Regulator Ty states.

FULL STEAM AHEAD
“When I was appointed to the position as 
Chief RO in 2017, my marching order was to 
address the sewerage, even before the clean-
up of Boracay and Manila Bay happened,” Ty 
says. The MWSS is set to fully implement 
the master plan on the improvement of the 
sewerage in Metro Manila, after dialogues with 
the DENR and the DILG, tempered with the 
issues on increased tariff, disrupted traffic, and 

the LGU concerns on properties and permits. 
“We are just starting, especially for sewerage. 
We haven’t given it enough attention in the 
past 20 years,” the MWSS Chief Regulator 
admits. Since the commencement of their 
concessionaires, both Manila Water and 
Maynilad have focused solely on water. 20 
years of the 40-year concession has already 
passed. “We have to start now or else, we will 
not be able to finish by 2037. In my opinion, 
once we reach 40-45% by 2022, that is already 
the tipping point for us. After that, it’s going 
to be easier,” says Chief Regulator Ty. “We 
won’t be able to [achieve full coverage] yet 
but it will have a significant impact to the 
environment.”

The MWSS Regulatory Office continues to 
perform its mandate, protecting the interests of 
the public by balancing the need for additional 
projects to clean the water and the affordability 
of water. “I understand, even we can do this 
tomorrow and clean everything but the public 
cannot afford it, then it cannot be done,” 
MWSS Chief Regulator Patrick Ty says. “But 
we also have to be reminded that it is also 
our responsibility to clean the environment. 
We cannot expect people from Mindanao or 
Visayas to pay for the cleaning of water and 
wastewater in Metro Manila,” he adds. As the 
MWSS continues to do its part in providing 
uninterrupted and adequate water and 
sewerage services, the residents of the Greater 
Metro Manila area also need to do their part in 
keeping the environment clean. 
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have the other because it is better to have a 
back-up, which we don’t have right now,” he 
further adds. The MWSS is also looking into 
other water sources such as the Sierra Madre 
and the Wawa Dam in Rodriguez, Rizal. 
Constructed over the Marikina River, the Wawa 
Dam was built in 1909 but has since been 
abandoned. Alongside the already-approved 
Kaliwa Dam, there is also a Kanan Dam being 
studied by the MWSS as other alternative 
water sources.
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While Maynilad takes its water from the West 
Bay, sourcing the water from the cleaner yet 
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(WTPs), Maynilad is building another plant in 
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E very October since 1980, thousands of tourists fl y to Bacolod to experience 
the grand festivities that the city has to offer—a month-long merrymaking 
otherwise known as the MassKara Festival.

 Probably as popular as the festival is a dish native to the city, that has 
pleased palates all over the country and across the globe—the chicken inasal. 

Inasal is a Hiligaynon term for chargrilled meat marinated in sinamak (native coconut 
vinegar) and tanglad (lemon grass). During the grilling process, the meat is basted with 

margarine and atsuete (annatto seeds) oil. 
The result is a mouth-watering chicken 
worth waiting in line for, leading to the 
creation of the fi rst Bacolod’s Chicken Inasal 
Festival last May 2018. Over 3,000 guests 
lined up along the 300-meter long grill to 
get a taste of the city’s inasal. People from 
all over Bacolod and the world joined in the 
fun, including the Russian Ambassador Igor 
Khovaev. 

If you couldn’t make it to the festival, 
you can still satisfy your inasal craving at 
Manokan Country, a one-story food complex 
that houses local eateries. It’s located along 
Father M. Ferrero St. and is open from as 
7:30 a.m to 3 a.m. 

THIS CHICKEN                      
IS GOING PLACES

In Bacolod City, come for the festival, stay for the chicken
BY ALAINE GONZALES

PHOTOGRAPHY BY WILLIAM TRONCO
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AIDA’S CHICKEN
In the midst of all the chicken inasal 
establishments in Manokan Country lies the 
legendary Aida’s Chicken. Established in 1975, 
the restaurant first put down roots in Caudra 
Street and then relocated to the city’s reclaimed 
land in 1982. Named after the owner’s mother, 
Adelaida S. Tarrosa, Aida’s Chicken has been 
one of the most-visited places in Manokan 
Country by locals and tourists alike.

 Aida’s Chicken is hard to miss because it’s 
located right at the center, with a statue of a 
giant yellow chicken. If the bird didn’t get your 
attention, the warm and friendly staff of Aida’s 
Chicken inviting you to try their best-selling 
chicken inasal surely will.

Their menu consists of pecho (breasts), 
pakpak (wings), paa (feet), isol (chicken butt), 
puso (heart), baticolon (gizzard), atay (liver), 
tina-e (intestine), and bulo-o (chicken skin). 
Their famous dish, the skewered chicken 
pechopak (chicken breast and wing), comes 
fresh out of the grill  served with a hot cup of 
java rice, topped with toasted garlic bits, and 
drizzled all over with generous servings of 
chicken oil.

To best appreciate this dish, locals 
recommend dunking the chicken in your dip of 
choice: either the staple toyomansi (soy sauce 
with calamondin fruit) and siling labuyo (chili 
pepper) or the local sinamak (Iloilo’s version of 
coconut spiced vinegar).

For maximum satisfaction, try their 
offerings with the chicken oil, which is made 
by pan-frying loads of chicken skin with 
garlic and atsuete (anicetto seeds) oil. The oil 
is extracted from the chicken skin, resulting 
in the sinfully delicious sauce that perfectly 
complements the inasal.

 With its dripping sauce and oil, customers are 
encouraged to drop their inhibitions and dig in. 
As the saying goes, “When in Rome, do as the 
Romans do.” In this case, patrons could make the 
experience more authentic by using their hands. 
The restaurant actually features a hand-washing 
station for this very purpose.

Considering the business’ massive success in 
its 44 years of existence, one wonders why they 
don’t have branches in other parts of the country. 
The restaurant’s manager, Suzette Tarrosa, says 
it’s a matter of maintaining authenticity. But she 
also shares good news: Aida’s Chicken now has 
two new branches—at the Riverside Hospital 
in Bacolod and at the Makati Cinema Square in 
Legaspi Village, Makati City.

For Bacolod, their chicken inasal been 
instrumental to the city’s economic growth. As the 
Most Competitive Highly-Urbanized City in the 
Visayas region, Bacolod has shown that food not 
only brings people together, it can also help a city 
move closer to its dreams. 

 With its dripping sauce 
and oil, customers are 
encouraged to drop their 
inhibitions and dig in. As the 
saying goes, “When in Rome, 
do as the Romans do.” 
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In Bacolod City, come for the festival, stay for the chicken
BY ALAINE GONZALES

s p o t l i g h t

 
AIDA’S CHICKEN
In the midst of all the chicken inasal 
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puso (heart), baticolon (gizzard), atay (liver), 
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 With its dripping sauce and oil, customers are 
encouraged to drop their inhibitions and dig in. 
As the saying goes, “When in Rome, do as the 
Romans do.” In this case, patrons could make the 
experience more authentic by using their hands. 
The restaurant actually features a hand-washing 
station for this very purpose.

Considering the business’ massive success in 
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don’t have branches in other parts of the country. 
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it’s a matter of maintaining authenticity. But she 
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Legaspi Village, Makati City.

For Bacolod, their chicken inasal been 
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encouraged to drop their 
inhibitions and dig in. As the 
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Imagine getting your business application or product 
registration done in the comfort of your home or 
office—no need to brave the traffic and fall in long 
queues. “First world countries have been doing it, 
and it can definitely be done as well here in the 

Philippines,” says Carlito Macadangdang, co-founder and 
Chief Financial Officer of Cloud Panda, a company that 
offers IT solutions to businesses and government agencies. 
The company was established in October 2017 by 
Macadangdang and Jonathan So, who are also the minds 
behind JC Premiere Business International Inc. and JC 
Worldwide Franchise Inc. Cloud Panda specializes in 
creating websites, mobile applications, and software for 
various industries, and offers a cloud-based system, a means 
for storing and accessing data and programs over the internet 
instead of using a computer’s hard drive.

To their credit, Cloud Panda was the company that 
created the DU30 app for President Rodrigo Duterte to 
link Filipino communities worldwide—their way of giving 
service to the Filipino people. “The app can be downloaded 
via App Store or Google Play for free. It has a direct link to 
911, 8888,” he says. 

BY AVI CANALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DANIEL SORIANO

Improving business and government processes is just  
a few clicks away with Cloud Panda’s IT Solutions

Cloud Panda co-founder and chief financial 
officer Carlito Macadangdang

NO MORE 
PAPERWORK, 
NO MORE LINES!

S O L U T I O N S  &  I N N O VA T I O N S

A MEANS TO IMPROVE                   
GOVERNMENT SERVICE
Macadangdang points out 
that in Singapore, it takes 
less than a week to register 
a product. A certification 
is also given after all the 
requirements have been 
fulfilled. Unfortunately, 
in the Philippines, it takes 
more time because of the 
traditional and manual 
processing. 

The IT exec is positive 
that Cloud Panda, despite 
being fairly new in 
the industry, can help 
private and government 
agencies expedite business 
transactions by creating a 

“First world countries have been [digitizing 
government transactions] , and it can definitely 

be done as well here in the Philippines.”

One-Process Solution. 
Securing clearances from government agencies 

can also be done online. Macadangdang says this 
system works in first world countries through an 
honesty policy. “You submit a legal document by 
uploading it online. But if the agency finds out that 
the document you are submitting is fake, you will be 
held liable for it.”

Macadangdang believes that the honesty 
policy can work in the Philippine setting because 
businessmen would certainly want a smooth 
transaction and choose to avoid problems in 
conducting their businesses.  

He adds that government and private sectors can 
greatly benefit from cloud computing via a One-
Process Solution. In this system, everything happens 
online—submission and receipt of application, 
payment, and even the actual procurement of the 
certificate. “Of course, there is counter-checking. 
We put a QR code in it, so if ever a certain 
personnel from a government agency is checking, 
you go there, you scan the QR code, so you will 
know if it’s fake or not, if it’s issued by the system 
or not.”
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Asked which Cloud Panda project could be 
applied in the private and government scenario, 
Macadangdang says that the company has 
created application systems like Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP), booking, and 
processing of permits online. “In the basic 
template that we are proposing, application, 
processing, and payment happens online,” he 
says. 

They also have what they call Panda 
Books, a system that records all transactions 
of an enterprise or company—from 
receiving, to collections, to purchasing, to 
inventory, to checking, to cash release. It’s 
a software that Cloud Panda sells to private 
companies and is trying to propose to the 
government. Macadangdang sees this as a good 

opportunity to help both the private sector and 
the government improve and expedite their 
processes.

He adds that this is very much in line with 
the government’s Ease of Doing Business 
program—“doing things easily and more 
efficiently will result to a better economy as 
more people will want to do businesses here in 
the Philippines.”

Macadangdang says it is high time for 
LGUs to adopt new technologies—it’s one big 
step towards better service to the citizens and 
a better economy. IT companies like Cloud 
Panda can help the country achieve that. 

“Doing things easily and 
more efficiently will result 
to a better economy as 
more people will want to 
do businesses here in the 
Philippines.”

88   LEAGUE    

PB   LEAGUE  O C T O B E R - N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8    

S O L U T I O N S  &  I N N O VA T I O N S

Asked which Cloud Panda project could be 
applied in the private and government scenario, 
Macadangdang says that the company has 
created application systems like Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP), booking, and 
processing of permits online. “In the basic 
template that we are proposing, application, 
processing, and payment happens online,” he 
says. 

They also have what they call Panda 
Books, a system that records all transactions 
of an enterprise or company—from 
receiving, to collections, to purchasing, to 
inventory, to checking, to cash release. It’s 
a software that Cloud Panda sells to private 
companies and is trying to propose to the 
government. Macadangdang sees this as a good 

opportunity to help both the private sector and 
the government improve and expedite their 
processes.

He adds that this is very much in line with 
the government’s Ease of Doing Business 
program—“doing things easily and more 
efficiently will result to a better economy as 
more people will want to do businesses here in 
the Philippines.”

Macadangdang says it is high time for 
LGUs to adopt new technologies—it’s one big 
step towards better service to the citizens and 
a better economy. IT companies like Cloud 
Panda can help the country achieve that. 

“Doing things easily and 
more efficiently will result 
to a better economy as 
more people will want to 
do businesses here in the 
Philippines.”

LEAGUE PUB League Magazine March-April INSIDE BINAY AND SULU.indd   88 3/25/2019   10:44:46 AM



                   LEAGUE   89    

S O L U T I O N S  &  I N N O VA T I O N S

Asked which Cloud Panda project could be 
applied in the private and government scenario, 
Macadangdang says that the company has 
created application systems like Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP), booking, and 
processing of permits online. “In the basic 
template that we are proposing, application, 
processing, and payment happens online,” he 
says. 

They also have what they call Panda 
Books, a system that records all transactions 
of an enterprise or company—from 
receiving, to collections, to purchasing, to 
inventory, to checking, to cash release. It’s 
a software that Cloud Panda sells to private 
companies and is trying to propose to the 
government. Macadangdang sees this as a good 

opportunity to help both the private sector and 
the government improve and expedite their 
processes.

He adds that this is very much in line with 
the government’s Ease of Doing Business 
program—“doing things easily and more 
efficiently will result to a better economy as 
more people will want to do businesses here in 
the Philippines.”

Macadangdang says it is high time for 
LGUs to adopt new technologies—it’s one big 
step towards better service to the citizens and 
a better economy. IT companies like Cloud 
Panda can help the country achieve that. 

“Doing things easily and 
more efficiently will result 
to a better economy as 
more people will want to 
do businesses here in the 
Philippines.”

88   LEAGUE    

PB   LEAGUE  O C T O B E R - N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8    

S O L U T I O N S  &  I N N O VA T I O N S

Asked which Cloud Panda project could be 
applied in the private and government scenario, 
Macadangdang says that the company has 
created application systems like Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP), booking, and 
processing of permits online. “In the basic 
template that we are proposing, application, 
processing, and payment happens online,” he 
says. 

They also have what they call Panda 
Books, a system that records all transactions 
of an enterprise or company—from 
receiving, to collections, to purchasing, to 
inventory, to checking, to cash release. It’s 
a software that Cloud Panda sells to private 
companies and is trying to propose to the 
government. Macadangdang sees this as a good 

opportunity to help both the private sector and 
the government improve and expedite their 
processes.

He adds that this is very much in line with 
the government’s Ease of Doing Business 
program—“doing things easily and more 
efficiently will result to a better economy as 
more people will want to do businesses here in 
the Philippines.”

Macadangdang says it is high time for 
LGUs to adopt new technologies—it’s one big 
step towards better service to the citizens and 
a better economy. IT companies like Cloud 
Panda can help the country achieve that. 

“Doing things easily and 
more efficiently will result 
to a better economy as 
more people will want to 
do businesses here in the 
Philippines.”

LEAGUE PUB League Magazine March-April INSIDE BINAY AND SULU.indd   89 3/25/2019   10:44:46 AM



90   LEAGUE    

PB   LEAGUE  O C T O B E R - N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8    PB   LEAGUE  J A N U A R Y - F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9  

I N  R E T R O S P E C T

Winners and Losers
Election protests that rocked Philippine politics

BY JOHN LEE CANDELARIA

It is said that in the Philippines, there are only two kinds 
of candidates: those who won and those who are cheated. 
From Bonifacio protesting a “snap election” where he lost 
the position of president to Aguinaldo, to the electoral 
protest lodged by Bongbong Marcos against Vice President 
Leni Robredo, Philippine elections indeed seemed like a 

battle between winners and losers who felt cheated.
Many candidates are quick to concede their electoral defeats 

when the margin of votes is difficult to dismiss, as the case of Jose 
de Venecia in 1998 and Mar Roxas in 2016. But when margins are 
in the mere hundreds of thousands or less, expect electoral protests 
to tend to last years until resolution.

Here are some of the most famous electoral protests the country 
has seen in the last few decades.

Christian Mac Juane [CC BY-SA 3.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)] /https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RAMOS_jan9_2004.jpg

1992: SANTIAGO VS. RAMOS 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago’s political career seemed to have reached new heights as her popularity 
soared before the 1992 presidential elections, as talks of another woman could take the helm 
of the government was high. Former President Cory Aquino, however, supported another 
candidate—Fidel Ramos, an important figure of the EDSA People Power I that ushered her into 
the presidency. As the polls closed in 1992 and the votes were tallied, Santiago suspected election 
fraud—she was leading the first few dates of canvassing, but Ramos overtook her in the last 
few days. The power shortages that occurred during the crucial moments of the canvassing led 
Santiago to suspect that massive cheating may have taken place.

Santiago lost to Ramos by 874,348 votes. Santiago filed an electoral protest, which was 
dismissed when she ran as senator in 1995. The Presidential Electoral Tribunal (PET) took 
Santiago’s senatorial bid as an indication that she is no longer interested in the protest.
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By Philippine Postal Corporation - [1], Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=49686316 / By Brian P. Biller - http://www.navy.mil/view_image.asp?id=32187, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=594553 / By Public Relation and Information Bureau 
- Public Relation and Information Bureau (original here), Senate of the Philippines, Public Domain, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=49211343

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Migz_Zubiri.jpg

2004: POE VS. MACAPAGAL-ARROYO                          
AND LEGARDA VS. DE CASTRO

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo served the remaining 
term of former President Joseph Estrada when the 
latter was impeached, which meant she had not 
won her presidential position. She sought to win 
her presidential term in 2004 with running mate, 
former Senator Noli de Castro. Their main rivals 
were Fernando Poe Jr., a famous cinema star, 
and Loren Legarda, a former senator, running for 
president and vice president respectively.

Arroyo and de Castro were declared winners 
of the elections after garnering 39.99% and 39.4% 
of the votes respectively. Arroyo beat Poe by a 
margin of 1,123,576 votes, while de Castro won 
versus Legarda by a margin of 881,722 votes. Poe 
and Legarda launched their own electoral protests, 
alleging massive fraud akin to “dagdag-bawas,” 
which was also said to be responsible for the loss 
of Santiago to Ramos in 1992.

Unfortunately, Poe died in December 2004, 
which led to the dismissal of the protest. Legarda, 
on the other hand, ran for senator in 2007, which 
was taken by the PET as an abandonment of the 
protest when she assumed office as senator.

2007: PIMENTEL VS. ZUBIRI
After the 2007 senatorial elections, Juan 

Miguel Zubiri and Koko Pimentel were 
contesting the 12th and last seat. Zubiri ran under 
the then pro-Macapagal-Arroyo TEAM Unity 
coalition, while Pimentel was under the anti-
administration Genuine Opposition (GO). The 
vote count was slow, but Zubiri triumphed over 
Pimentel with a margin of 21,519 votes. Pimentel 
contested that the ballots from Maguindanao were 
tainted, and asked the Supreme Court to nullify 
these votes. The Supreme Court allowed the 
COMELEC to count the ballots, and Zubiri was 
proclaimed elected. 

Pimentel brought the case to the Senate 
Electoral Tribunal (SET) as an electoral protest 
that covered the provinces of Maguindanao, 
Lanao del Norte, Shariff Kabunsuan, Basilan, 
Sultan Kudarat, and Sulu. Votes had to be 
recounted, which was a lengthy process, with 
Pimentel claiming that he was leading the 
recount.

The tide will continue to shift to Pimentel’s 
side when in 2011, massive fraud was claimed 
by Lintang Bedol, former Maguindanao election 
head, and Zaldy Ampatuan, suspended governor 
of ARMM. In light of these claims, Zubiri 
resigned to allay the allegations that he cheated, 
and that he has firm confidence in the elections.

Four years after the contested 2007 elections, 
the SET declared Pimentel as the winner and 
was sworn into office to serve the remainder of 
Zubiri’s term.
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protest lodged by Bongbong Marcos against Vice President 
Leni Robredo, Philippine elections indeed seemed like a 

battle between winners and losers who felt cheated.
Many candidates are quick to concede their electoral defeats 

when the margin of votes is difficult to dismiss, as the case of Jose 
de Venecia in 1998 and Mar Roxas in 2016. But when margins are 
in the mere hundreds of thousands or less, expect electoral protests 
to tend to last years until resolution.

Here are some of the most famous electoral protests the country 
has seen in the last few decades.
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1992: SANTIAGO VS. RAMOS 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago’s political career seemed to have reached new heights as her popularity 
soared before the 1992 presidential elections, as talks of another woman could take the helm 
of the government was high. Former President Cory Aquino, however, supported another 
candidate—Fidel Ramos, an important figure of the EDSA People Power I that ushered her into 
the presidency. As the polls closed in 1992 and the votes were tallied, Santiago suspected election 
fraud—she was leading the first few dates of canvassing, but Ramos overtook her in the last 
few days. The power shortages that occurred during the crucial moments of the canvassing led 
Santiago to suspect that massive cheating may have taken place.

Santiago lost to Ramos by 874,348 votes. Santiago filed an electoral protest, which was 
dismissed when she ran as senator in 1995. The Presidential Electoral Tribunal (PET) took 
Santiago’s senatorial bid as an indication that she is no longer interested in the protest.
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2004: POE VS. MACAPAGAL-ARROYO                          
AND LEGARDA VS. DE CASTRO

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo served the remaining 
term of former President Joseph Estrada when the 
latter was impeached, which meant she had not 
won her presidential position. She sought to win 
her presidential term in 2004 with running mate, 
former Senator Noli de Castro. Their main rivals 
were Fernando Poe Jr., a famous cinema star, 
and Loren Legarda, a former senator, running for 
president and vice president respectively.

Arroyo and de Castro were declared winners 
of the elections after garnering 39.99% and 39.4% 
of the votes respectively. Arroyo beat Poe by a 
margin of 1,123,576 votes, while de Castro won 
versus Legarda by a margin of 881,722 votes. Poe 
and Legarda launched their own electoral protests, 
alleging massive fraud akin to “dagdag-bawas,” 
which was also said to be responsible for the loss 
of Santiago to Ramos in 1992.

Unfortunately, Poe died in December 2004, 
which led to the dismissal of the protest. Legarda, 
on the other hand, ran for senator in 2007, which 
was taken by the PET as an abandonment of the 
protest when she assumed office as senator.

2007: PIMENTEL VS. ZUBIRI
After the 2007 senatorial elections, Juan 

Miguel Zubiri and Koko Pimentel were 
contesting the 12th and last seat. Zubiri ran under 
the then pro-Macapagal-Arroyo TEAM Unity 
coalition, while Pimentel was under the anti-
administration Genuine Opposition (GO). The 
vote count was slow, but Zubiri triumphed over 
Pimentel with a margin of 21,519 votes. Pimentel 
contested that the ballots from Maguindanao were 
tainted, and asked the Supreme Court to nullify 
these votes. The Supreme Court allowed the 
COMELEC to count the ballots, and Zubiri was 
proclaimed elected. 

Pimentel brought the case to the Senate 
Electoral Tribunal (SET) as an electoral protest 
that covered the provinces of Maguindanao, 
Lanao del Norte, Shariff Kabunsuan, Basilan, 
Sultan Kudarat, and Sulu. Votes had to be 
recounted, which was a lengthy process, with 
Pimentel claiming that he was leading the 
recount.

The tide will continue to shift to Pimentel’s 
side when in 2011, massive fraud was claimed 
by Lintang Bedol, former Maguindanao election 
head, and Zaldy Ampatuan, suspended governor 
of ARMM. In light of these claims, Zubiri 
resigned to allay the allegations that he cheated, 
and that he has firm confidence in the elections.

Four years after the contested 2007 elections, 
the SET declared Pimentel as the winner and 
was sworn into office to serve the remainder of 
Zubiri’s term.
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It is said that in the Philippines, there are only two kinds 
of candidates: those who won and those who are cheated. 
From Bonifacio protesting a “snap election” where he lost 
the position of president to Aguinaldo, to the electoral 
protest lodged by Bongbong Marcos against Vice President 
Leni Robredo, Philippine elections indeed seemed like a 

battle between winners and losers who felt cheated.
Many candidates are quick to concede their electoral defeats 

when the margin of votes is difficult to dismiss, as the case of Jose 
de Venecia in 1998 and Mar Roxas in 2016. But when margins are 
in the mere hundreds of thousands or less, expect electoral protests 
to tend to last years until resolution.

Here are some of the most famous electoral protests the country 
has seen in the last few decades.
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1992: SANTIAGO VS. RAMOS 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago’s political career seemed to have reached new heights as her popularity 
soared before the 1992 presidential elections, as talks of another woman could take the helm 
of the government was high. Former President Cory Aquino, however, supported another 
candidate—Fidel Ramos, an important figure of the EDSA People Power I that ushered her into 
the presidency. As the polls closed in 1992 and the votes were tallied, Santiago suspected election 
fraud—she was leading the first few dates of canvassing, but Ramos overtook her in the last 
few days. The power shortages that occurred during the crucial moments of the canvassing led 
Santiago to suspect that massive cheating may have taken place.

Santiago lost to Ramos by 874,348 votes. Santiago filed an electoral protest, which was 
dismissed when she ran as senator in 1995. The Presidential Electoral Tribunal (PET) took 
Santiago’s senatorial bid as an indication that she is no longer interested in the protest.
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former Senator Noli de Castro. Their main rivals 
were Fernando Poe Jr., a famous cinema star, 
and Loren Legarda, a former senator, running for 
president and vice president respectively.

Arroyo and de Castro were declared winners 
of the elections after garnering 39.99% and 39.4% 
of the votes respectively. Arroyo beat Poe by a 
margin of 1,123,576 votes, while de Castro won 
versus Legarda by a margin of 881,722 votes. Poe 
and Legarda launched their own electoral protests, 
alleging massive fraud akin to “dagdag-bawas,” 
which was also said to be responsible for the loss 
of Santiago to Ramos in 1992.

Unfortunately, Poe died in December 2004, 
which led to the dismissal of the protest. Legarda, 
on the other hand, ran for senator in 2007, which 
was taken by the PET as an abandonment of the 
protest when she assumed office as senator.
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Miguel Zubiri and Koko Pimentel were 
contesting the 12th and last seat. Zubiri ran under 
the then pro-Macapagal-Arroyo TEAM Unity 
coalition, while Pimentel was under the anti-
administration Genuine Opposition (GO). The 
vote count was slow, but Zubiri triumphed over 
Pimentel with a margin of 21,519 votes. Pimentel 
contested that the ballots from Maguindanao were 
tainted, and asked the Supreme Court to nullify 
these votes. The Supreme Court allowed the 
COMELEC to count the ballots, and Zubiri was 
proclaimed elected. 

Pimentel brought the case to the Senate 
Electoral Tribunal (SET) as an electoral protest 
that covered the provinces of Maguindanao, 
Lanao del Norte, Shariff Kabunsuan, Basilan, 
Sultan Kudarat, and Sulu. Votes had to be 
recounted, which was a lengthy process, with 
Pimentel claiming that he was leading the 
recount.

The tide will continue to shift to Pimentel’s 
side when in 2011, massive fraud was claimed 
by Lintang Bedol, former Maguindanao election 
head, and Zaldy Ampatuan, suspended governor 
of ARMM. In light of these claims, Zubiri 
resigned to allay the allegations that he cheated, 
and that he has firm confidence in the elections.

Four years after the contested 2007 elections, 
the SET declared Pimentel as the winner and 
was sworn into office to serve the remainder of 
Zubiri’s term.
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the position of president to Aguinaldo, to the electoral 
protest lodged by Bongbong Marcos against Vice President 
Leni Robredo, Philippine elections indeed seemed like a 

battle between winners and losers who felt cheated.
Many candidates are quick to concede their electoral defeats 

when the margin of votes is difficult to dismiss, as the case of Jose 
de Venecia in 1998 and Mar Roxas in 2016. But when margins are 
in the mere hundreds of thousands or less, expect electoral protests 
to tend to last years until resolution.

Here are some of the most famous electoral protests the country 
has seen in the last few decades.

Christian Mac Juane [CC BY-SA 3.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)] /https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RAMOS_jan9_2004.jpg

1992: SANTIAGO VS. RAMOS 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago’s political career seemed to have reached new heights as her popularity 
soared before the 1992 presidential elections, as talks of another woman could take the helm 
of the government was high. Former President Cory Aquino, however, supported another 
candidate—Fidel Ramos, an important figure of the EDSA People Power I that ushered her into 
the presidency. As the polls closed in 1992 and the votes were tallied, Santiago suspected election 
fraud—she was leading the first few dates of canvassing, but Ramos overtook her in the last 
few days. The power shortages that occurred during the crucial moments of the canvassing led 
Santiago to suspect that massive cheating may have taken place.

Santiago lost to Ramos by 874,348 votes. Santiago filed an electoral protest, which was 
dismissed when she ran as senator in 1995. The Presidential Electoral Tribunal (PET) took 
Santiago’s senatorial bid as an indication that she is no longer interested in the protest.
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and Loren Legarda, a former senator, running for 
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Arroyo and de Castro were declared winners 
of the elections after garnering 39.99% and 39.4% 
of the votes respectively. Arroyo beat Poe by a 
margin of 1,123,576 votes, while de Castro won 
versus Legarda by a margin of 881,722 votes. Poe 
and Legarda launched their own electoral protests, 
alleging massive fraud akin to “dagdag-bawas,” 
which was also said to be responsible for the loss 
of Santiago to Ramos in 1992.
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on the other hand, ran for senator in 2007, which 
was taken by the PET as an abandonment of the 
protest when she assumed office as senator.
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contesting the 12th and last seat. Zubiri ran under 
the then pro-Macapagal-Arroyo TEAM Unity 
coalition, while Pimentel was under the anti-
administration Genuine Opposition (GO). The 
vote count was slow, but Zubiri triumphed over 
Pimentel with a margin of 21,519 votes. Pimentel 
contested that the ballots from Maguindanao were 
tainted, and asked the Supreme Court to nullify 
these votes. The Supreme Court allowed the 
COMELEC to count the ballots, and Zubiri was 
proclaimed elected. 

Pimentel brought the case to the Senate 
Electoral Tribunal (SET) as an electoral protest 
that covered the provinces of Maguindanao, 
Lanao del Norte, Shariff Kabunsuan, Basilan, 
Sultan Kudarat, and Sulu. Votes had to be 
recounted, which was a lengthy process, with 
Pimentel claiming that he was leading the 
recount.

The tide will continue to shift to Pimentel’s 
side when in 2011, massive fraud was claimed 
by Lintang Bedol, former Maguindanao election 
head, and Zaldy Ampatuan, suspended governor 
of ARMM. In light of these claims, Zubiri 
resigned to allay the allegations that he cheated, 
and that he has firm confidence in the elections.

Four years after the contested 2007 elections, 
the SET declared Pimentel as the winner and 
was sworn into office to serve the remainder of 
Zubiri’s term.
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2016: MARCOS VS. ROBREDO
The latest electoral protest stemmed from the 

2016 presidential elections, where Leni Robredo 
triumphed over Bongbong Marcos in the vice 
presidential race. Marcos already insinuated that 
cheating might happen since it was only a few days 
before the elections that Robredo topped the Pulse 
Asia survey. 

Robredo snatched the lead from Marcos in 
the partial and unofficial canvassing of votes 
after the polls, and the Marcos’ camp sustained 
its allegations of fraud, such as the tampering of 
the COMELEC servers. When all the votes were 
canvassed, Robredo emerged as the winner with a 
lead of 263,473 votes against Marcos.

Marcos quickly filed an election protest to the 
PET, asking for a recount in 27 provinces and 
cities, totaling to about 36,000 precincts. Robredo 
filed a counterprotest, which was rejected by the 
tribunal, together with one of Marcos’ cause of 
actions to nullify the result of the vice presidential 
election. 

Votes were recounted in pilot provinces 
identified in the Marcos protest, and will only 
continue to the rest of the provinces if the tribunal 
finds it necessary. The recount was indefinitely 
suspended in January 2019. However, the trading 
of barbs between the two camps continues up to 
this day.

Presidential Communications Operations Offi ce [Public domain] /Blakegripling ph 
[CC BY-SA 3.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)]

By Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. - Flickr: Offi cial photo of Senator Ferdinand “Bongbong” R. Marcos, Jr., CC 
BY-SA 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=23284763

2010: ROXAS VS. BINAY
Mar Roxas was a front-runner months before 

the 2010 Presidential elections, but had to 
step aside for Noynoy Aquino, following the 
public clamor after the latter’s mother, former 
President Cory Aquino, passed away. The 2010 
elections were the first time that elections in the 
Philippines became automated, which assumed 
greater fidelity in the results. Roxas ran as 
vice-president but lost to former Makati Mayor 
Jejomar Binay, who led by 727,084 votes. 

Roxas’ camp filed an electoral protest against 
Binay since it found out that 2.6 million null 
votes for vice president were found nationwide, 
even in Roxas’ turfs of Regions 6 and 7. Binay 
argued that the documented null votes for the 
2010 elections were lowest, compared to 2007 
and 2004, and that the COMELEC canvass was 
consistent with results of exit surveys. Binay 
launched his counterprotest, contesting results 
in over 40,000 precincts in Regions 6, 7, and 
Caraga, due to irregularities such as the use of 
illegal ballots.

The case languished in the PET, and 
protests were dismissed in 2016 on the ground 
of mootness, as well as the lack of interest 
from concerned parties, both of whom ran for 
president in 2016.

Untitled-3   1 03/10/2018   12:22:09 AM
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The Carmen Hotel
Comfort, Flexibility, Taste
The Carmen Hotel - Downtown Naga's Boutique 
Hotel - opened its doors in September 2016 and 
has since proven itself as a worthy addition to Naga 
City’s myriad hotels and dining destinations.

Modern and contemporary architecture
The Carmen features extensive exterior cladding 
designed to embody the ebb and flow of The Naga 
River. Its tall and wide lobby draws the eyes with 
its clean and modern lines, and its floor-to-ceiling 
glass walls let in an abundance of natural light.

Location, location, location
The Carmen is located on Peñafrancia Avenue in 
Downtown Naga. It is a short walk from the hotel 
to downtown shops, restaurants, and tourist spots 
like Plaza Quince Martires, Naga Metropolitan 
Cathedral, and San Francisco Church. It is also a 
short jeepney or tricycle ride away from bustling 
Magsaysay or the malls of CBD II.

But The Carmen's strategic location is never 
more felt than during the month-long Peñafrancia 
Festival. The Traslacion passes through Peñafrancia 
Avenue right in front of the hotel, while the Fluvial 
Procession is held on the Naga River, which borders 
The Carmen at the back.

Flexible meetings and events arrangements
The Carmen is one-of-a-kind when it comes 
to meetings, functions and events. Its flexible 
meetings and events arrangements mean clients 
can rent just the venue and bring in food using any 
one of the hotel's accredited caterers - or they can 
get their food from the The Carmen’s restaurant.

International-standard amenities
The Carmen’s international-standard amenities 
ensure that guests would love staying in just as 
much as they would enjoy going out. It has a mini-
gym and a swimming pool; in fact, The Carmen is the 
only hotel in the Naga Downtown area (i.e. Centro) 
with a swimming pool. Modern and minimalist 
interiors, plush and soft bedding, and individually-
controlled air-conditioning make The Carmen’s 
guest rooms an ideal place for rest and relaxation. 
Rooms are also outfitted with all the conveniences 
guests expect in a hotel of this caliber - hot and 
cold shower, toiletries and grooming necessities, 
a mini-refrigerator, an electronic safe, an iron and 
ironing board, extra pillows, a hair dryer, slippers, 
and coffee- and tea-making facilities.

For your dining pleasure
And hotel guests need not go far for great food. 
The Carmen’s flagship restaurant, Babà Social 
Dining, is fast rising as one of Naga’s favorite 
dining destinations. It is known for its hearty, daily 
breakfast buffet. A must-try for breakfast is Babà 
Social Dining’s very own version of Naga’s favorite 
noodle dish, Kinalas. Take it from Tourism Secretary 
Bernadette Romulo-Puyat, who raves about it in 
this Facebook post.

Also a must-try are Babà Social Dining’s 
international cuisine buffet (available every Sunday 
dinner), its 4-course Cuisine Naga special (available 
daily except Sunday dinner), and other notable à 
la carte offerings such as Crispy Pata Kare, Open-
Face Chicken Cordon Blue, and Bulasing.
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