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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

I step into the offices of LEAGUE in the year 2020, an 
unprecedented year of challenges for most people in the world, 
but more so for Filipinos who started the year with a volcanic 

eruption and ended it with typhoon and flash floods. Amidst these 
challenges, 2020 is LEAGUE’s third-year anniversary, with 19 issues 
under its belt, a re-organization, and a renewed determination to 
overcome. 

With a newfound determination, the LEAGUE team cannot 
but bring to its readers’ attention the leadership of Governor 
Gwen Garcia, Cebu’s Iron Lady. With two brothers claimed by the 

pandemic, Gov. Gwen’s strength and resolve to make Cebu rise above all that has come its way is a prime 
example of grace and determination against almost insurmountable odds. We need to learn from her 
example to forge our post-pandemic future.

 Another female leader to emulate is Vice President Leni Robredo. This issue, we focus on her 
leadership philosophy, the importance of women in governance, and how her office is handling the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Though the pandemic wreaked havoc on our economy, the agriculture industry admirably posted 
a growth of 1.6%. Department of Agriculture Secretary William Dar talks about the resiliency of the 
agriculture industry. Food security for the Philippines, one of the biggest populations in Southeast Asia, 
is a balancing act between rebooting the industry with a stimulus package, while making sure the sector’s 
productivity is sustainable.

With the importance of sustainability in mind, this issue also takes a closer look at climate change:  
LEAGUE Associate Editor Helen Hernane interviews United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific Deputy Executive Secretary Kaveh Zahedi on The Challenges of Going Green. Zahedi 
says that considering only economic growth without its environmental impact will not deliver inclusive 
and sustainable development. Growth, he says, will be undermined by the effects of the environment, 
always impacting the vulnerable the most. 

Herman Joseph S. Kraft’s Climate Change Politics in the Philippines gives us perspective on the effectivity 
of the Paris Agreement. The President’s video message given during the United Nation Framework 
Convention on Climate Change on Sept. 23, 2020 called on larger, more advanced nations to take the 
Agreement seriously if it is to be effective at all. The singular goal of the Paris Agreement is to keep the 
increase of global temperature within 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. The importance of 
achieving this is a matter of the world’s survival, thus Kraft challenges environmental organizations to 
keep environment issues within the public discourse.

The Philippines’ location in the Pacific Ring of Fire makes us vulnerable to environmental disasters. 
The National Disaster Risk Reduction Management Council (NDRRMC), headed by its Executive 
Director Undersecretary Ricardo B. Jalad, is a frontline agency. In the article Preparedness Always, his 
message is clear: We must embrace a culture of preparedness.

For us all, 2020 will long be remembered as a year of inconceivable challenges. However, it can’t be 
denied that 2020 also gave us a rare opportunity to reflect and rebuild. On behalf of Team LEAGUE, I share 
everyone’s hopes for a better world. May the exceptional people and the varying perspectives brought to fore 
in this issue inspire us to use our own influence and effect the positive change we all want.

Andrea Pasion-Flores
@apasionflores

Effecting Positive Change
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Since 2017, LEAGUE has strived to become a trusted, 
non-partisan publication that shares the best practices 
of local and national government through relevant 
and informative features. Over the past years, we’ve 
scoured the country seeking exceptional leaders and 
outstanding communities and organizations that have 
captured the potential we wish to achieve as a nation. 
Through their stories and by their examples, we’ve 
been inspired and uplifted.

We thank you, our readers and our partners who 
have been with us from the very beginning. We hope 
to build and nurture even stronger ties with other 
groups and public servants who share in our vision 
for a better Philippines. 

With every issue, we hope to further encourage and 
engage all to take part in greater nation-building. 
Pilipinas, #AngatLahat!

 

GOING 
STRONG 

AT 3!
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As a partner of the local government and its 

agencies, we continually seek to strengthen and 

expand our network—connecting communities, 

leaders, and key decision-makers.  

 

LEAGUE looks forward to working with more 

inspiring leaders and agencies. If you would like 

to share the best practices and the outstanding 

work of your community, organization, or leader, 

you may get in touch with us at editorial@

leaguemagazineonline.com. We would love to 

hear from you! 

 

  

Muntinlupa Mayor Jaime Fresnedi 

Senator Bong Go

Makati Mayor Abby Binay

Quezon City Mayor Herbert BautistaSenator Win Gatchalian

Presentation of plaques during LEAGUE’s first anniversary at Manila Polo Club with Publisher 
Javier Flores, Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte, Misamis Oriental Gov. Bambi Emano, the 
representative of Naga Mayor John Bongat, and Miss Teen Philippines 2014 Nicole Villar. 

Pasig Mayor Vico Sotto Manila Mayor Isko Moreno

San Manuel, Tarlac 
Mayor Donya Tesoro

Angkas CEO 
Angeline Tham

Bayambang, Pangasinan 
Mayor Cezar Quiambao

Silang, Cavite Vice 
Mayor Aidel Belamide

Biñan, Laguna 
Mayor Arman 
Dimaguila

Isabela Gov. 
Bojie Dy

Bacolod Mayor 
Bing Leonardia Bataan Gov. Abet Garcia

Councilor 
Jhong Hilario
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ROUND UP

This October, Waste Management Inc. (WMI) 
accomplished the safe closure of the old landfill in Vigan 
City, Ilocos Sur, in compliance with Republic Act (RA) 9003: 
Ecological Solid Waste Management Act. Section 37 of RA 
9003, which prohibits the use of open dumps for solid waste.

 One part of WMI’s Solid Closure and Rehabilitation 
Plan (SCRP) for Vigan City is the successful closure of the 
landfill that has a total area of less than two hectares. This 
was achieved by creating an embankment around the pile of 
trash and then covering the said compacted solid waste with 
a High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) liner.

 This HDPE liner prevents water infiltration into the 
compacted garbage. HDPE is a polyethylene thermoplastic 
made from petroleum and has been used as the 
geomembrane of choice in landfills worldwide since the    
early ‘80s.

 To prevent the 
contamination of the 
soil and water due to 
leachate, the closure 
is also equipped with 
a leachate collection 
system. Leachate is the 
liquid that infiltrates 
through landfills, 
generated from liquids 
present in the waste 
and outside water 
(rainwater etc.) For 
additional protection, 

gas vents were also installed to prevent build-up of 
flammable gas or methane. 

The SCRP for the waste management site 
located in Sitio Nalasin, Brgy. Cabaroan Daya, 
Vigan City involves not only the closure of the 
landfill, but also the construction of a well-
engineered sanitary landfill and leachate treatment 
facility in the same area. 

 Founded in 2012, WMI is a total solutions 
provider of solid waste management services. 
WMI provides all needed services for maintaining 
compliance with RA 9003 to local government 
units (LGUs). Its services include 10-year solid 
waste management plans, waste analysis and 
characterization studies, and feasibility studies for 
construction and operation of sanitary landfills and 
waste-to-energy power plants.

ONE STEP CLOSER TO A CLEANER,        
GREENER VIGAN CITY

Before After

PHILIPPINES LANDS IN TOP 50 GLOBAL INNOVATION INDEX

 The Philippines jumped four places in this year’s Global Innovation Index, landing in 
the 50th spot of the list of innovator economies.

 Published by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), the Global 
Innovation Index (GII) was announced in Geneva by the Philippine Mission to the 

United Nations and Other International Organizations.
 WIPO deals with patents, copyrights, trademarks, and other forms of intellectual 

property. Various indicators, such as infrastructure, business sophistication, and research 
output are considered in measuring a country’s innovation performance in the creative 
industries. According to the report, the Philippines ranked first in high-technology imports, 
third in high-technology exports, eight in ICT service exports, and 10th in creative goods 
exports. 

 Citing the 2019 Philippine Innovation Act, which establishes a National Innovation 
Council, the GII lauded the country’s efforts in using innovation for growth. It also 
mentioned the whole-of-government approach to using innovation as a key component in 
developing policies.

 “On the heels of our historic 19-slot jump from 73rd to 54th in 2019, the Philippines is 
proud to have its accomplishments once again recognized in the Global Innovation Index,” 
said Ambassador Evan Garcia, the Philippine Permanent Representative to the UN and Other 
International Organizations.

 
PHILIPPINES SNAGS ‘BEST OVERSEAS DIVING AREA’ AWARD

 The Philippines won the “Best Overseas Diving Area” 
award in the Marine Diving Awards 2020, held in Tokyo, 
Japan, last September.

 The Philippines topped the polls in the Overseas Diving 
category of the Marine Diving Magazine, garnering 814 votes 
out of the 3,572 total votes. Some diving sites mentioned were in 
Cebu and Bohol. Specific locations such as Moalboal, Cebu and 
Busuanga, Palawan were also cited as scenic diving spots.

 Under the National Tourism Development Plan (2016-
2022), diving was indicated as one of the main focus areas. The 
Department of Tourism (DOT) is working on guidelines for the 
operations of diving establishments under the “new normal.”

 “Our underwater landscape is a colorful kaleidoscope of 
nature’s living jewels, one that divers cannot find anywhere 
else,” DOT Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said in a 
statement.

   NUMBER OF ONLINE            
   BUSINESSES SURGED BY     
   40 TIMES

 As the Philippines 
experiences months-long 
lockdowns, the number of 
registered online businesses in 
the Philippines increased by 
more than 40 times in the past 
five months.

 Compared to 1,700 registered online businesses in March, the figure 
surged to over 75,000, according to a statement released by the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI).

 More and more Filipinos have turned to launching online stores and 
selling various commodities, including pre-loved things, as the unemployment 
rate in the country dipped to 45.5% in July. As the lockdown also limits 
population in public spaces, such as malls, known brands have strengthened 
their online presence by collaborating with e-commerce markets (Lazada, 
Shopee, Zalora, and BeautyMNL, among others).

 “The silver lining in COVID-19 is the accelerated adoption of 
e-commerce,” said DTI Secretary Ramon Lopez.

 Last June, the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) ordered online 
businesses to register and declare past transactions. While the announcement 
of taxing online sellers had earned criticism, the BIR immediately clarified 
that online sellers earning below P250,000 annually are exempt from paying 
income tax.

 During a Laging Handa briefing, BIR Deputy Commissioner Arnel 
Guballa explained that the BIR order is not after small players, but rather 
large businesses such as Lazada, Netflix, and Google.

   WILDLIFE REPORTING APP TO GO PUBLIC BY JANUARY 2021

 According to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), illegal wildlife trade 
(IWT) is the fourth largest illegal trade behind drugs, people smuggling, 
and counterfeiting. And the illegal industry in the Philippines is worth 
an estimated P50 billion annually, citing a report from the Asian 
Development Bank  (ADB).

 One of the main concerns when it comes to IWT is the arduous 
reporting procedure and unstable internet connection in the country. 
To address these issues, the DENR launched in March its mobile app, 
WildALERT or the Wildlife Agency and Citizen Law Enforcement 
Reporting Tool.

 WildALERT is a centralized system that allows environment 
employees and law enforcement agencies to identify wildlife species, 
report illegal activities (even in remote areas) and monitor their status, 
and validate and update reports. Users can use the offline mode in 
areas that have zero or unstable internet connection. The offline mode 
allows users to input data (photographs, location, etc.) onsite and upload 
the data once reception is more stable. The app also contains a library 

that enables users to easily identify and report animals that they 
encounter, addressing another gap in the fight against IWT, which is 
the lack of expert knowledge.

 By the end of 2020, DENR aims to release the app to its 
personnel and law enforcement partners. For regular citizens, the 
app will go public by 2021 and the system will include an anonymous 
reporting function.
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developing policies.

 “On the heels of our historic 19-slot jump from 73rd to 54th in 2019, the Philippines is 
proud to have its accomplishments once again recognized in the Global Innovation Index,” 
said Ambassador Evan Garcia, the Philippine Permanent Representative to the UN and Other 
International Organizations.

 
PHILIPPINES SNAGS ‘BEST OVERSEAS DIVING AREA’ AWARD

 The Philippines won the “Best Overseas Diving Area” 
award in the Marine Diving Awards 2020, held in Tokyo, 
Japan, last September.

 The Philippines topped the polls in the Overseas Diving 
category of the Marine Diving Magazine, garnering 814 votes 
out of the 3,572 total votes. Some diving sites mentioned were in 
Cebu and Bohol. Specific locations such as Moalboal, Cebu and 
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   NUMBER OF ONLINE            
   BUSINESSES SURGED BY     
   40 TIMES

 As the Philippines 
experiences months-long 
lockdowns, the number of 
registered online businesses in 
the Philippines increased by 
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 Compared to 1,700 registered online businesses in March, the figure 
surged to over 75,000, according to a statement released by the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI).

 More and more Filipinos have turned to launching online stores and 
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   WILDLIFE REPORTING APP TO GO PUBLIC BY JANUARY 2021

 According to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), illegal wildlife trade 
(IWT) is the fourth largest illegal trade behind drugs, people smuggling, 
and counterfeiting. And the illegal industry in the Philippines is worth 
an estimated P50 billion annually, citing a report from the Asian 
Development Bank  (ADB).

 One of the main concerns when it comes to IWT is the arduous 
reporting procedure and unstable internet connection in the country. 
To address these issues, the DENR launched in March its mobile app, 
WildALERT or the Wildlife Agency and Citizen Law Enforcement 
Reporting Tool.

 WildALERT is a centralized system that allows environment 
employees and law enforcement agencies to identify wildlife species, 
report illegal activities (even in remote areas) and monitor their status, 
and validate and update reports. Users can use the offline mode in 
areas that have zero or unstable internet connection. The offline mode 
allows users to input data (photographs, location, etc.) onsite and upload 
the data once reception is more stable. The app also contains a library 

that enables users to easily identify and report animals that they 
encounter, addressing another gap in the fight against IWT, which is 
the lack of expert knowledge.

 By the end of 2020, DENR aims to release the app to its 
personnel and law enforcement partners. For regular citizens, the 
app will go public by 2021 and the system will include an anonymous 
reporting function.
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 UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES AMONG THE TOP 500 BEST UNIVERSITIES IN THE WORLD

 Among 1,527 research-intensive universities assessed worldwide, the University of the Philippines (UP) retains its spot in the 401-500 
bracket. 

 According to the 2021 Times Higher Education World University Ranking (THE-WUR), UP ranks fifth among notable universities 
in Southeast Asia, which include the University of Malaya (Malaysia), University of Brunei Darussalam (Brunei), and two universities 
located in Singapore—National University of Singapore and the Nanyang Technological University.

 Performance indicators for the ranking include teaching, research, international outlook, industry income, and global research 
influence. The last category is where UP garnered its highest score. It is calculated by defining the average number of times a published 
work of the university is cited by scholars worldwide.

 Bibliometric data supplier Elsevier examined 86 million citations (2015-2020) across 13.6 million journal articles, article reviews, 
books, book chapters, and conference proceedings published from 2015 to 2019. According to the Times Higher Education, citations “help 
to show us how much each university is contributing to the sum of human knowledge.”

 The University of the Philippines (UP) is the first university in the Philippines to land a spot in the THE-WUR, and is the only 
Philippine university in the Top 500.

WWF CONTINUES THE FIGHT AGAINST PLASTIC POLLUTION           

Based on a 2015 modelling study, the Philippines 
is considered one of the top 10 countries contributing 
to plastic pollution. Building on its No Plastics in Nature 
initiative, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
Philippines recently released a report titled, “Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR) Scheme Assessment for 
Plastic Packaging Waste in the Philippines.”

 Undertaken with cyclos GmbH and AMH Philippines, 
Inc., the report highlights EPR as a critical and effective 
policy tool in reducing plastic pollution. EPR holds 
manufacturers accountable for the end-of-life impacts of 
their plastic products and packaging. Through this scheme, 
manufacturers are encouraged to adopt a holistic eco-
friendly design.

 “Addressing plastic pollution requires both 
upstream (production/pre-consumption) and downstream 
(consumption and post-consumption) measures. Working 
on the entirety of the plastic life cycle, stakeholder 
collaboration is important in both reducing the production 
and the consumption of unnecessary plastic, and also in 
managing plastic products and packaging, ensuring that 
materials are used as long as possible in our society,” WWF 
Philippines Executive Director Joel Palma explained.

 The study is part of the No Plastic in Nature Initiative, 
WWF’s global initiative to stop the flow of plastics entering 
nature by 2030 through the elimination of unnecessary 
plastics; doubling reuse, recycling, and recovery; and 
ensuring remaining plastic is sourced responsibly.

 
 
 

 
TALLEST VERTICAL FARM PROJECT LAUNCHED IN NAVOTAS

 Good Greens & Co. (GGC), in partnership with the Navotas 
City Council–Boy Scouts of the Philippines (BSP) and the City 
Government of Navotas, unveiled the country’s tallest fully-
functioning aeroponic vertical farm.

 The 300-sqm vertical farm, located in Navotas City’s resettlement 
community, began operating in 2020. “The aim is to produce high-
volume harvests that are centrally located in the community,” Good 
Greens & Co. president Simon Villalon shared. “This makes healthy 
produce more accessible and affordable to Filipinos.”

 Equipped with state-of-the-art technology, vegetable yield in the 
Navotas vertical farm is increased by a factor of 100. Target harvest 
per year is eight tons of leafy vegetables.

 “We are pleased to be a part of this meaningful project with 
Good Greens & Co. We look forward to the harvest for our local 
communities’ consumption,” said Navotas City Rep. John Reynald 
Tiangco.

 Founded in 2018, GGC launched its first vertical farm in Taguig 
and has more farms located in San Fernando, Pampanga; Bacolod; 
and Parañaque. 

ROUND UP
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BARANGAY CONNECTION

INTERVIEWS BY SHIMICO DIANNE NAKAMURA

Brgy. Ampid Uno has been focused 
on waste management and 
environmental solutions. One of 
our initiatives is ensuring waste 
reduction by reusing and recycling 
waste products. Through this, we 
are able to lower the amount of 
garbage in our barangay. We also 
have established our Material 
Recovery Facility (MRF) to recover 
recyclable materials from solid 
waste. The Sangguniang Barangay 
of Ampid Uno also launched a 
waste segregation program that 
aims to spread awareness among 
our constituents [by emphasizing 
the] importance of waste 
segregation.

 GOING GREEN
Sound environmental decisions go a long way in 
helping to achieve a cleaner, greener community. 

 
Brgy. 153 has a mission to safeguard the interest of the 
community by protecting the environment. We conduct a 
clean-up drive every Saturday with the help of barangay 
officials and personnel. We’ve established a Material 
Recovery Facility (MRF) for the proper segregation of 
waste. We always remind Brgy. 153 constituents the 
importance of the three Rs—Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. 
We also regularly conduct the cleaning and maintenance 
of drainage and canals around the barangay.

Brgy. 153, Zone 13, District 1, Caloocan City
PUNONG BRGY. ERVIN LAMBOJO

Brgy. Ampid Uno, San Mateo, Rizal
PUNONG BRGY.  HECTOR P. REYES 

Brgy. 899, Zone 100, 
District 6, Manila City
PUNONG BRGY. ANGELO 
JOSEPH A. ABANES

Brgy. 899 of Zone 100, 
District 6, Manila has its 
ongoing projects and efforts 
to manage waste and 
protect the environment. We 
have our weekly clean-up 
drive led by our barangay 
officials and volunteer 
residents. In addition to 
this, we have our Materials 
Recovery Facility (MRF), 
which allows us to collect 
recyclables. Aside from the 
aforementioned activities, we conduct planting of vegetation next to the 
Pasig River. We have also strengthened our coordination with the City of 
Manila with regards to the collection of wastes in our barangay. This helps 
us achieve a waste-free and environment-friendly community. 

 
In response to the government’s campaign on 

comprehensive environmental solid waste management, 
Brgy. San Isidro has made efforts to create and maintain 
existing projects such as the Material Recovery Facility (MRF), 
composting, Faith Gardens, “Trash to Treasure” programs 
(wherein trash is converted into eco-bricks), solar-powered 

hydroponic and aquaponic gardening, clean-up drive, and clearing 
of waterways.

 Collected wastes from the community are segregated. Kitchen 
waste is also turned into rich compost that’s used for growing fruits 
and vegetables at the five FAITH (Food Always in the Home) Gardens. 
In addition, PET bottles and soft plastics are used in the making of 

eco-bricks, which are, in turn, used in 
building garden fences. Households 
are also encouraged to make eco-
bricks and trade them for rice in the 
“Trash for Treasure” project.

As one of our green initiatives, 
solar-powered hydroponic and 
aquaponic gardening is being 
maintained to motivate constituents 
to grow their own plants and 
vegetables even without soil. 

Brgy. San Isidro, Sucat, Parañaque City
PUNONG BRGY. NOEL A. JAPLOS
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“What’s in it for the poor?” This is a 
question that proponents of privately 
initiated projects would expect to 

hear from 40-year-old Thomas Raymond U. Lising, the 
hardworking and dedicated punong barangay of San 
Antonio in Pasig City.

 Barangay San Antonio is the richest, most 
progressive, and self-sufficient barangay out of the 30 
barangays within the bustling, highly urbanized city east 
of Manila.

 While discussing the details of the projects, Kap.
Raymond, as he is fondly called, would appear more 
interested in how these would benefit the poor among 
his community’s 10,465 households.

 The first-term barangay chairman may have come 
from a well-off family, which has business interests in 
textile and real estate, but his heart beats for the poor. 
“May puso siya para sa mahihirap (He has a heart for the 
poor),” says a project advocate who has worked closely 
with the local chief.

 This was most evident during the recent Luzon-wide 
lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

 “Without a playbook to follow in dealing with the 
challenges brought by the pandemic, the mettle of the 
neophyte barangay official has been put to test,” attests 
Vita C. Martinez, Pasig City director of the Department 
of Interior and Local Government (DILG).

 Martinez said, “Lising faced these challenges as if 
he were a veteran,” displaying courage, level-headed 
determination, resourcefulness, and innovativeness that 
brought about “responsive services” for his constituents.

Inclusive, innovative, and compassionate 
leadership takes root in Brgy. San Antonio under 
Kap. Raymond Lising 

PUTTING 
PEOPLE FIRST

BY EDWIN P. GALVEZ 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROMEO PERALTA, JR. 

“Without a playbook to 
follow in dealing with the 
challenges brought by the 
pandemic, the mettle of the 
neophyte barangay official 
has been put to test.” 
Vita C. Martinez, Pasig City director 
of the Department of Interior and 
Local Government (DILG)

 
ASSISTING COMMUNITIES 
DURING COVID-19

 To address the unique challenges of 
the pandemic, Barangay San Antonio—
known for its emergency response 
capabilities during natural calamities—
activated its own pandemic emergency 
response, ensuring the sufficiency of its 
calamity fund.

 Based on Kap. Lising’s report 
during the virtual Barangay Assembly 
held on October 22, 2020, Barangay 
San Antonio’s relief program gave out 
20,000 rice and food packs over several 
distribution waves. These consisted 
of 16,000 three-kilo rice packs for 
residents, 3,000 food and rice packs for 
senior citizens, and 904 food and rice 
packs for persons with disabilities.

For healthcare essentials, the barangay 
dispensed 2,000 gallons of alcohol, 3,000 
face masks, 1,500 face shields, and 86,400 
capsules of Vitamin C.

 The barangay assisted residents who 
tested positive for COVID-19 through 
aid and vitamins and intensified the 
testing of its frontline employees and 
citizens.

 The DILG recognized Kap. Lising’s 
“remarkable initiatives” to mitigate the 
threat of COVID-19, which included 

having barangay rolling stores move 
around the community thrice a week 
to bring food and basic commodities to 
residents during the lockdown. 

 The barangay also partnered with 
major food service establishments to 
provide a wide variety of food choices. 
They also set up a fresh mobile market 
at the barangay hall.

 Kap. Lising closed some streets 
to pedestrian and vehicular traffic to 
discourage unnecessary movements 
(these are still closed as of present 
time), while disinfection continues 
in both public and private areas. “We 
are the only barangay to subsidize the 
disinfection of places, including the free 
disinfection of offices upon request,” 
says Kap. Lising. 

 All these are actually on top of the 
programmed social services that the 
barangay provides to its constituents 
under the three principles that the 
barangay adheres to in delivering good 
governance. Kap. Lising laid out these 
three as inclusivity, compassion, and 
digital innovation. “Gusto naming maiangat 
ang antas ng paglilingkod sa aming barangay 
(We would like to raise the level of 
service of our barangay) through these 
three key principles,” he says.
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BAYANIHAN, PARTICIPATION, 
AND PROMOTING ADVOCACIES

Unlike most barangays in the city, 
Brgy. San Antonio cannot be considered 
a small residential village, according 
to Kap. Lising. He says the barangay is 
home to a diverse population, especially 
with the sprawling presence of a 
robust commercial business district, 
the approximately 100-hectare Ortigas 
Center, within its perimeters.

 Consider these: The barangay now 
has 25,000 individual residents who 
come from different income classes, 
including those in poor communities, 
while thousands of employees work 
during the day for its 11,000 registered 
businesses. It is not surprising then 
that the barangay has also become the 
richest in Pasig over the years. 

 In the same Barangay Assembly, 
Kap. Lising reported that the barangay 
has so far collected real property tax 
income of almost P70 million and 
clearance fees amounting to a little over 
P16 million. 

 From its realized income of close 
to P97 million at the moment, the 
barangay posts a bank balance of close 

to P25 million, a large enough sum to 
sustain its programs for the rest of the 
year.

 Reaching out to its constituents 
though has become one of the biggest 
challenges of the barangay with its 
ballooning population. However, with 
“very effective relation-building” and by 
promoting accessibility and enhancing 
connectivity, Kap. Lising believes that 
the barangay is now able to reach a 
majority of its constituents.

 “Nararamdaman  na po ang ating 
barangay dahil sa mga activities o initiatives 
para mas mapalapit kami sa aming mga 
constituents. (The barangay’s presence 
is now being felt by our constituents 
through activities and initiatives that 
allow them to become closer to us),” he 
says.

 While Kap. Lising has served for 
only two years as a barangay captain 
(he was elected in 2018), he had served 
as their councilor for three consecutive 
terms. He is, thus, drawing from 
a decade of experience as a former 
councilor, who was first elected at 
the young age of 27. Even during his 
neophyte years, he was already a leader 

“I don’t think our 
pandemic response 
would have been as 
effective if not for the 
relations we have built 
over the last two years.”

worth watching as he garnered the 
highest number of votes in the 2007 
elections.

 Going back to the barangay’s 
current initiatives, he says, “I don’t 
think our pandemic response would 
have been as effective if not for the 
relations we have built over the last 
two years.” What makes managing 
the barangay more challenging 
these days, however, says Kap. 
Lising, is that they do not only cover 
the residential areas, but also the 
130 buildings located in Ortigas 
Center. “After reaching out to the 
building managers, who have their 
own associations, I found out that 
they also need assistance from the 
barangay,” he says.

 Kap. Lising is also keen on 
pursuing relation-building with the 
barangay’s business communities, 
leaders, and associations. “It 
really requires a lot of patience to 
build relations so we can promote 
inclusivity also,” he says.

 The spirit of bayanihan or “tulung-
tulong o sama-sama (working together),” 
has eased his burdens.  

 “Dahil buhay na buhay ang 
bayanihan spirit, dumami ang ating mga 
collaborations at donors na tumutulong 
sa ating komunidad, especially during 
the pandemic (With the burning 
bayanihan spirit, we have been able 
to establish more collaborations 
and donors to help the community, 
especially during the pandemic),” 
Kap says. He attributes this to the 
“good relations with our private 
entities,” which helped them reach 
out to their constituents more 
effectively. 

 “We have received overwhelming 
support for the barangay through 
donations and projects, some 
of which were initiated by our 

residents themselves,” he says, 
adding that there is a prevailing 
“sense of ownership among 
residents” when they propose 
their own advocacies and are able 
to participate. “Because of this, 
our relationship becomes more 
harmonious.” 

 Among the projects initiated 
by residents include urban 
gardening, mushroom culturing, 
and last October, the “Basura to 
Ayuda (Waste to Aid),” a waste 
management program wherein 
the barangay gives three kilos of 
rice for every 500 grams of plastic 
waste (bottles, containers, sando 
bags, etc.).

 The 250 kilos of plastic 
waste received (which was traded 
for 700 kilos of rice) would be 
recycled into trophies and school 
supplies, among other uses.

 Kap. Lising plans to continue 
promoting and encouraging 
collaborations not just with 
non-government organizations 
(Junior Chamber International 
or JCI, rotary clubs, etc.), but 
also with the business sector, the 
academe, and residents who have 
advocacies. “This will lead to 
more programs,” he says.

 
COMPASSION FOR THE 
POOR, DISADVANTAGED 
SECTORS

Beyond its effective pandemic 
response, the barangay’s stable 
financial standing has also allowed 
it to conduct social services and 
programs that assist the poor, 
students, the elderly, and other 
disadvantaged sectors. This is 
part of the barangay’s efforts to 
extend malasakit (compassion) for its 
constituents.

 In education, the barangays 
college scholarship program now 
benefits 87 scholars, which grew 
from a mere 17 in the previous 
administration. Each scholar 
receives a monthly stipend of P1,500. 
This is on top of the barangay’s 
shouldering the first P25,000 of 
their tuition fees per semester. 

 The barangay has also 
distributed school supplies to all 
students, from nursery up to college, 
while it purchased six laptops and 
set them up in the barangay library 
for the use of students with no 
connectivity. 

 “We also give extra attention 
to our senior citizens,” says Kap. 
Raymond. This translates to a 
yearly birthday gift of a small cake, 
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BAYANIHAN, PARTICIPATION, 
AND PROMOTING ADVOCACIES
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 In the same Barangay Assembly, 
Kap. Lising reported that the barangay 
has so far collected real property tax 
income of almost P70 million and 
clearance fees amounting to a little over 
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an oatmeal pack, biscuits, and a 
midyear cash gift of P1,000 (now on 
its second year) for the barangay’s 
770 senior citizens.

 Last August, the barangay 
gave each of its 16 centenarians (or 
those who are already 90 years old 
and above) a one-time cash gift of 
P5,000. The barangay also gives out 
a monthly allowance of P1,000 to 12 
indigent senior citizens picked by 
their senior citizens association.

 Proudly, this year, the barangay 
has extended 185 financial 
assistance, 127 medical assistance, 
and 85 burial and funeral assistance 
to its needy constituents.

 Brgy. San Antonio has also 
become known for its programs 
under its “Service with a SMILE” 
banner, though Kap. Lising admits 
he does not recall how that phrase, 
which has become their trademark, 
came about. “I remember one 
resident saying kahit na ang dami mong 
problema, nakangiti ka pa rin, so dun na 
lang sya nag-spin (I remember one 
resident saying that even if I have 
many problems in the barangay, 
I can still smile, so that is how it 
spun),” he says.

 But the SMILE also refers to 
the various barangay projects and 
initiatives. These include Security, 
sining at turismo; Medical Services, 
mag-anak, kabataan, at kababaihan; 
Infrastructure; Livelihood; and 

Education, environment, and 
emergency response.

 
DIGITAL INNOVATIONS FOR 
A ‘SMART BARANGAY’ 
Digitalization is one of the priorities 
of Brgy. San Antonio as this is 
part of the Kap’s plans to turn his 
community  into a “smart barangay.” 

 He plans to harness digital 
tools to further reach out to his 
constituents and to “make the 
services of the barangay more 
efficient and effective.” These 
include cashless transactions in its 
business dealings, starting with the 
cashless disbursement of allowances 
for its college scholars and later on, 
for the barangay fees and payments. 

 In January 2020, the barangay 
launched its database solution 
software for business establishments. 

It plans to have a similar solution 
for its residents so it can have a 
database powered by Artificial 
Intelligence. “Now we can monitor 
the business establishments and 
keep track of their payment 
history.”

 The barangay has also provided 
free connectivity to the poorest 
areas within the community, while 
the barangay hall is already a WiFi 
hotspot. “If only we did not have a 
pandemic, more areas could have 
been hotspots already,” he says. The 
barangay is also improving its social 
media platforms, making them 
“more proactive and enjoyable.” 
Soon, the barangay will also have 
its own website.

 “We are one of the few 
barangays with a Weekly Kapitan’s 
Report and COVID-19 updates 

so the community knows what is 
happening,” he says. 

 The DILG also commended 
the barangay for using information 
technology to maintain peace 
and order and enforce pandemic 
restrictions.

 “The barangay’s 24-hour 
command center was upgraded with 
the help of Project Greengrass,” says 
Martinez. “Under the said initiative, 
artificial intelligence-powered 
CCTVs were installed around the 
barangay to efficiently monitor the 
movement of people and vehicles, 
thus enhancing the enforcement of 
curfew and physical distancing.”

 This smart CCTV system, with 
its artificial intelligence and now 
fiberoptic connection, allows clearer 
and more efficient visuals.

 The barangay will also launch 
its ID system and support cashless 
transactions on the road through 
partnerships with Autosweep and 
Easytrip for RFID stickers.
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
REMAIN PRIMARY 
CONCERNS

Today, Brgy. San Antonio 
still considers health and safety 
a priority, strictly observing the 

protocols during its three-day work 
week, particularly the department 
of the barangay that releases 
business and personal clearances 
and conducts other transactions. 
However, the captain’s office, the 
health center, and the command 
center are all open Monday to 
Friday.

 “I’m usually at my office by 
10am every day, but before I go here, 
I roam around the barangay to check 
its present situation,” he says.

 With the barangay elections 
postponed to December 5, 2022, 
Kap. Lising’s term, like the other 
barangay officials, will stretch 
close to five years. By that time, 
he would have served Brgy. San 
Antonio for 15 years and 2 months. 
“Sa aking paglilingkod, lagi kong tinatanim 
sa isip ko ang pagiging mapagpakumbaba, 
mapagpasensya, at maging magandang 
halimbawa. (In my service, I always 
bear in mind to remain humble, 
patient, and to set a good example),” 
he says. “Kung lagi kong magagawa 
ito, mas mabibigyang-halaga ang aking 
leadership. (If I can do these, 
people will appreciate more my 
leadership.)” 

 And when it comes to his 
constituents who fear an uncertain 

future with COVID-19 still 
affecting thousands, he says, 
“Magpakatatag lang tayo (Let us 
remain firm). This is a time 
na palakasin din natin ang ating 
pananampalataya (to strengthen our 
faith). Eventually makakaraos din tayo 
(we will get over this). We are very 
transparent and we are trying to 
be the most accountable barangay. 
We aim to show all that we are 
working and doing our best to 
deliver service with a smile.” 
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A Silent Worker
Even though the Cojuangcos are a household name, 
Tarlac Representative Carlos “Charlie” Cojuangco lets 
his work and people shine brighter than himself.

With the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
back-to-back calamities battering key 
communities across the country, Tarlac 

First District Rep. Carlos “Charlie” Cojuangco 
is stepping up and doing all that he can to bring 
services and much-needed relief to his constituents.  Tarlac is now home to the 36th Department of Foreign Affairs 

(DFA) Consular Office, located at Paniqui, Tarlac. In his speech, 
Cojuangco said that he was grateful for the support of the 
DFA in bringing its services closer to the residents, especially 
the OFWs, of Tarlac and nearby provinces.

Some residents of Brgy. Malacampa, Camiling, Tarlac underwent training under 
the Electrical Installation and Maintenance NC II program provided by TESDA. 
Currently, TESDA still accepts applicants for programs under Special Training 
for Employment (STEP) and Training for Work Scolarship Program (TWSP). 
Interested applicants may visit the office of Rep. Cojuangco for more details.

Those entering 
through the main 
entrance of the 
Paniqui General 
Hospital will now 
pass through the 
Disinfection Triage 
to ensure everyone’s 
safety during this 
pandemic. Paniqui 
Mayor Max Roxas 
has expressed his 
gratitude to Rep.
Cojuangco for his 
continuous support.

Through the initiative of Rep. Cojuangco, water pumps for 
irrigation were distributed to the farmer organizations of 
the district. Present during the awarding ceremony at Brgy. 
Malacampa, Camiling, Tarlac was Regional Manager Engr. 
Josephine B. Salazar. 

Residents needing medical treatment and medicine for chronic 
kidney disease were given free rides to Jose B. Lingad Regional 
Hospital in San Fernando, Pampanga. Rep. Cojuangco assures 
residents of Tarlac that they will be given safe access to treatments 
and medicines, despite transportation limitations brought about by 
the COVID-19.

Rep. Cojuangco understands that when it comes to health and 
medical emergencies, time is of the essence. His office donated an 
ambulance to the Enrique Henry M. Cojuangco Memorial District 
Hospital in Moncada, Tarlac.

The Philippines, as 
a tropical country, 
is home to a wide 
variety of flora 
and fauna. Rep. 
Cojuangco laments 
the deforestation, 
urban development, 
and destruction of 
our natural treasures. 
With this in mind, 
he initiated the 
“Garden of Native 
Trees” project in 
the Municipality of 
Camiling, where a 
collection of Narra, 
Banaba, Kamagong, 
Kalumpang, and 
Malabulak trees can 
be found.

For Rep. Cojuangco, the health and safety of every Filipino family 
is topmost priority. He distributed face masks, alcohol, and PPEs to 
different municipalities in District 1 of Tarlac.
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Based on the recent Pulse 
Asia report, Vice President 
Leni Robredo and her 
office received a 57% 

rating for performance and 50% for 
trust. And, while surprising for her 
supporters, the VP is unperturbed 
and her camp says that these ratings 
will not deter them from continuing 
to serve the country—especially as 
the Philippines continues to fight a 
global pandemic, navigate one of the 
decade’s most serious economic crisis, 
and recover from debilitating back-to-
back calamities. 

Barry Gutierrez, the Office of the 
Vice President’s spokesperson, shares 
in an interview:  “Hindi masyado 
concerned si Vice President Leni sa 
survey. Para sa kanya, hindi siya pumasok 
sa pulitika, sa pagsisilbi sa publiko para 
maging popular. (Vice President Leni 
is not too concerned with the survey. 
For her, she didn’t enter politics, 
public service to be popular.) 

“Inspirasyon ito na lalo pang pagbutihin 
pa ang mga trabahong kanyang ginagawa 
para mas madaming makaalam, mas 
madaming maabot ang Office of the Vice 
President at mas maraming makaalam sa 
kanyang magagawa. (This only further 
inspires us to do better and to share 
the good work of the OVP so that 
more people are aware, more can 

VICE PRESIDENT LENI ROBREDO

GRIT & GRACE
INTERVIEW BY THE LEAGUE STAFF

Women must not be afraid 
to be “soft”—to show 

empathy, especially in 
situations that need it 

most… We must change 
these everyday notions 

by setting aside outdated 
standards, and giving 

women the opportunity to 
chart their own paths.

be served, and more can seek help 
through her office.)”

While her relationship with 
President Rodrigo Duterte has 
soured over the past few years, 
with some even describing it as 
“contemptuous,” especially post-
Typhoon Rolly and Ulysses, Vice 
President Leni is standing firm, 
urging the camps to set aside 
pointless politicking and focus 
instead on the country’s recovery. 

With grit and grace, Vice 
President Leni is espousing a 
kind of leadership that many have 
been seeking from other public 
officials—leading with compassion, 
sensitivity, and a sense of urgency, 
while shunning petty and baseless 
criticism. 

Here she shares some of her 
office’s most significant efforts 
in addressing COVID-19, their 
current priority initiatives, and her 
honest thoughts on how to lead as a 
woman in this time of great crises. 
 
How would you assess the 
country’s poverty situation over 
the last few years? How has 
the OVP helped the poor and 
disadvantaged?

 With pro-poor policies, like 
Conditional Cash Transfer, in 
place, we saw our poverty incidence 
drop from 23% in 2015 to 16%  in 

2018. We must ensure that adequate 
attention and support are given to 
household-beneficiaries that will 
be graduating from the program. 
Preparing them for this feat is a big 
component of the process, which 
unfortunately has not been given 
importance.

 More work is also needed to 
help a segment of society that 
has remained poor. We continue 
to push for policies such as the 
expansion of CCT, the enactment 
of the Coco Farmers’ Trust Fund 
Bill, and boosting support for 
the agriculture sector, which has 
the lowest share in our GDP. 
It is also imperative upon all 
government agencies handling 
anti-poverty programs to be more 
outcome-oriented—to set their 
metrics not on the mere number of 
individuals or families who joined 
their initiatives, but on how their 
endeavors are actually helping the 
beneficiaries.

 Since 2016, our office’s focus 
has primarily been on our anti-
poverty initiatives under Angat 
Buhay. Our program is framed 
with six key advocacies, which we 
believe will help uplift the lives 
of Filipinos in the margins—food 
security and nutrition, public 
education, universal healthcare, 
rural development, women 

empowerment, and housing and 
resettlement. A big part of our 
efforts involve supporting farmers, 
fisherfolk, aspiring entrepreneurs, 
and the like, through capacity 
building and linkages to institutional 
markets. Amid the pandemic, we 
continue to find ways to do this for 
the sectors we assist, as well as for 
the newly unemployed.

 The COVID-19 crisis has 
exposed these gaps anew, and if we 
do not move swiftly, these problems 
may be exacerbated. According to 
projections, poverty incidence may 
rise again to 23%  if the government 
fails to provide support. This calls for 
immediate strategizing and actions. 
One of the moves we can make is to 
provide a cash grant of an average of 
P5,000 per family for two months, 
which can help lower the projected 
23% to 19%. Economists from the 
University of the Philippines have 
said that a smaller percentage of 
people will slide back to poverty if 
this is done. The UP COVID-19 
Pandemic Response Team also 
underscored that making the 
provision of benefits and assistance 
“universal” will not only fast-track 
the process, but, more importantly, 
“ensure that the poorest and most 
socially excluded will be reached.” 

 Amid the challenges posed by 
the pandemic, we feel that we have 
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Based on the recent Pulse 
Asia report, Vice President 
Leni Robredo and her 
office received a 57% 

rating for performance and 50% for 
trust. And, while surprising for her 
supporters, the VP is unperturbed 
and her camp says that these ratings 
will not deter them from continuing 
to serve the country—especially as 
the Philippines continues to fight a 
global pandemic, navigate one of the 
decade’s most serious economic crisis, 
and recover from debilitating back-to-
back calamities. 

Barry Gutierrez, the Office of the 
Vice President’s spokesperson, shares 
in an interview:  “Hindi masyado 
concerned si Vice President Leni sa 
survey. Para sa kanya, hindi siya pumasok 
sa pulitika, sa pagsisilbi sa publiko para 
maging popular. (Vice President Leni 
is not too concerned with the survey. 
For her, she didn’t enter politics, 
public service to be popular.) 

“Inspirasyon ito na lalo pang pagbutihin 
pa ang mga trabahong kanyang ginagawa 
para mas madaming makaalam, mas 
madaming maabot ang Office of the Vice 
President at mas maraming makaalam sa 
kanyang magagawa. (This only further 
inspires us to do better and to share 
the good work of the OVP so that 
more people are aware, more can 

VICE PRESIDENT LENI ROBREDO

GRIT & GRACE
INTERVIEW BY THE LEAGUE STAFF

Women must not be afraid 
to be “soft”—to show 

empathy, especially in 
situations that need it 

most… We must change 
these everyday notions 

by setting aside outdated 
standards, and giving 

women the opportunity to 
chart their own paths.

be served, and more can seek help 
through her office.)”

While her relationship with 
President Rodrigo Duterte has 
soured over the past few years, 
with some even describing it as 
“contemptuous,” especially post-
Typhoon Rolly and Ulysses, Vice 
President Leni is standing firm, 
urging the camps to set aside 
pointless politicking and focus 
instead on the country’s recovery. 

With grit and grace, Vice 
President Leni is espousing a 
kind of leadership that many have 
been seeking from other public 
officials—leading with compassion, 
sensitivity, and a sense of urgency, 
while shunning petty and baseless 
criticism. 

Here she shares some of her 
office’s most significant efforts 
in addressing COVID-19, their 
current priority initiatives, and her 
honest thoughts on how to lead as a 
woman in this time of great crises. 
 
How would you assess the 
country’s poverty situation over 
the last few years? How has 
the OVP helped the poor and 
disadvantaged?

 With pro-poor policies, like 
Conditional Cash Transfer, in 
place, we saw our poverty incidence 
drop from 23% in 2015 to 16%  in 

2018. We must ensure that adequate 
attention and support are given to 
household-beneficiaries that will 
be graduating from the program. 
Preparing them for this feat is a big 
component of the process, which 
unfortunately has not been given 
importance.

 More work is also needed to 
help a segment of society that 
has remained poor. We continue 
to push for policies such as the 
expansion of CCT, the enactment 
of the Coco Farmers’ Trust Fund 
Bill, and boosting support for 
the agriculture sector, which has 
the lowest share in our GDP. 
It is also imperative upon all 
government agencies handling 
anti-poverty programs to be more 
outcome-oriented—to set their 
metrics not on the mere number of 
individuals or families who joined 
their initiatives, but on how their 
endeavors are actually helping the 
beneficiaries.

 Since 2016, our office’s focus 
has primarily been on our anti-
poverty initiatives under Angat 
Buhay. Our program is framed 
with six key advocacies, which we 
believe will help uplift the lives 
of Filipinos in the margins—food 
security and nutrition, public 
education, universal healthcare, 
rural development, women 

empowerment, and housing and 
resettlement. A big part of our 
efforts involve supporting farmers, 
fisherfolk, aspiring entrepreneurs, 
and the like, through capacity 
building and linkages to institutional 
markets. Amid the pandemic, we 
continue to find ways to do this for 
the sectors we assist, as well as for 
the newly unemployed.

 The COVID-19 crisis has 
exposed these gaps anew, and if we 
do not move swiftly, these problems 
may be exacerbated. According to 
projections, poverty incidence may 
rise again to 23%  if the government 
fails to provide support. This calls for 
immediate strategizing and actions. 
One of the moves we can make is to 
provide a cash grant of an average of 
P5,000 per family for two months, 
which can help lower the projected 
23% to 19%. Economists from the 
University of the Philippines have 
said that a smaller percentage of 
people will slide back to poverty if 
this is done. The UP COVID-19 
Pandemic Response Team also 
underscored that making the 
provision of benefits and assistance 
“universal” will not only fast-track 
the process, but, more importantly, 
“ensure that the poorest and most 
socially excluded will be reached.” 

 Amid the challenges posed by 
the pandemic, we feel that we have 
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an opportunity to build back better 
by addressing matters like income 
inequality. In line with this, we 
have called for matching the wage 
of employees to their contributions 
to society, and ensuring that they 
receive sufficient benefits, resources, 
and other kinds of support, 
especially during this crisis.

 
What would be OVP’s key 
priorities for the allocation of 
the proposed P723.39 million 
budget?

 The substantial portion of 
our budget goes to subsidies or 
financial assistance. Through 
this, we are able to continue our 
Medical Assistance Program, and 
allocate more funds for livelihood 
assistance to communities, skills 
training programs, teacher 
training, support for agriculture, 
and, at the same time, provide 
support to local government units, 
other government agencies, and 
individuals, to help them cope with 
the effects of the pandemic.  

“weaker” leaders and individuals.
 As a woman in public office, I 

have gone through my fair share 
of criticisms and attacks, which 
are often unfounded and based 
on the fact that I am a woman. 
While I have not allowed these to 
get in the way of the work I do, 
the reality that women are more 
vulnerable to such treatment is 
something that we must all strive 
to correct.

 We must begin with resisting 
the shackles of stereotypes: 
Women in leadership positions 
now must uphold more actively 
the significant role they play. 
Allow themselves to grow in 
confidence, to take up spaces and 
lead conversations, while staying 
committed to excellence and 
compassionate resolve. Women 
must not be afraid to be “soft”—
to show empathy, especially in 
situations that need it most. Pave 
the way for others by pushing for 
policies that provide avenues for 
women to thrive, such as programs 
for economic empowerment. This 
is something that I have worked 
hard for as a lawyer, a member 
of Congress, and now as Vice 
President. In the long run, the 
goal is not only to remove the 
insecurities that make women 
buy into cultural biases. We must 
change these everyday notions by 
setting aside outdated standards, 
and giving women the opportunity 
to chart their own paths.

 This is a tall order for us, 
and a lot of work definitely needs 
to be done. In politics, public 
service, advocacy work, and other 
industries, I find hope as I see 
more women leaders, especially 
younger ones who take up space—
or even create their own. Such 
courage is inspiring, and I keep 
faith that if we remain steadfast, 

Society as a whole will benefit when there are 
more women in government, as they are able to lend 

a more holistic view to our policies and processes.

Though women have a growing 
presence in government, 
“machismo” remains to be a 
highlighted quality of many of 
the seated leaders. What words 
of empowerment can you share 
with other women to encourage 
them to participate more fully 
in the public sphere? Why do 
women deserve and need to be in 
the government?

 Society as a whole will benefit 
when there are more women in 
government, as they are able to 
lend a more holistic view to our 
policies and processes. Studies 
have also shown that women  tend 
to be more inclusive and more 
effective, and are more dependable 
in various kinds of situations, 
with their natural wiring rooted 
on perseverance, initiative, 
empathy, and a drive for self-
development. Women are typically 
better at finding ways to rise amid 
adversities, which is, ironically, a 
by-product of the cultural biases 
that continue to frame them as 

we will be able to steer our society 
towards a fairer, more inclusive, 
and more respectful society.

As a leader addressing the 
numerous problems that occur 
every day and which need 
immediate attention, how do 
you assess and decide which ones 
to address first? Is it possible to 
tackle everything at the same 
time?

 In crisis situations like the 
COVID-19 pandemic, there is a 
long list of things that need to be 
taken care of—all at the same time. 
Since we consistently engage with 
people on the ground, and listen 
to many different voices, we have 
developed the instinct of knowing 
which needs to be prioritized or 
addressed urgently. This requires 
us to be agile. Proper scheduling 
and prioritizing are essential. 
Micromanaging becomes a plus in 
such a situation, because you get to 
make sure that all the moving parts 
are working harmoniously towards 
a common objective. I think it 
helps a lot that I actually find joy 
in keeping things organized. This 
is something that I personally work 
on with the staff, to ensure that the 
system is in order.

 
Politics can be polarizing. 
How can Filipinos be taught 
or encouraged to become more 
open to dialogue and discourse 
especially when it comes to 
politics and governance? Do 
you think there’s a need to hold 
more public debates, offer more 
opportunities for leaders to define 
and share their plans, do more 
continuous voter’s education, or 
even incorporate voter’s education 
into the school curriculum in a 
more substantial way?

 All these initiatives are 
worthwhile—whether it’s voter 
education or efforts to promote 
issue-based elections. But in 
my experience, the best way to 
encourage our citizens to participate 
more responsibly in political 
processes is to actually create venues 
and platforms for participation in 
governance. 

 If Filipinos can see that their 
elected officials are open to engaging 
them on a variety of issues, if they 
trust that there are mechanisms in 
place to ensure accountability on the 
part of officials, both in the local 
and national levels, if they feel that 
their voices are actually being heard 
and that their contributions are 
appreciated, then they will realize 

that their vote matters, and they 
will take participation in elections 
more seriously. 

 Part of it will be educating 
voters, yes, but a larger part of 
it will be creating a political 
culture that values transparency, 
accountability, and people’s 
participation. 

 
How do you remain graceful 
under pressure? What has been 
the most effective strategy for 
you?

 I choose to rise above pressure 
because of two things. First, 
because there is a lot of work 
that remains to be done for the 
communities and sectors that we 
support—and we are in a race 
against time to do as much as we 
can. I keep in mind that I do not 
have the luxury of caving into 
pressure, because a lot of people 
count on us for help. This is also 
a frequent reminder that I give to 
our staff: that we cannot afford to 
be distracted by those, because the 
work we are doing is much bigger 
than that. 

 Second, I think I am able to 
get past the pressure, and often its 
accompanying criticisms, because 
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an opportunity to build back better 
by addressing matters like income 
inequality. In line with this, we 
have called for matching the wage 
of employees to their contributions 
to society, and ensuring that they 
receive sufficient benefits, resources, 
and other kinds of support, 
especially during this crisis.

 
What would be OVP’s key 
priorities for the allocation of 
the proposed P723.39 million 
budget?

 The substantial portion of 
our budget goes to subsidies or 
financial assistance. Through 
this, we are able to continue our 
Medical Assistance Program, and 
allocate more funds for livelihood 
assistance to communities, skills 
training programs, teacher 
training, support for agriculture, 
and, at the same time, provide 
support to local government units, 
other government agencies, and 
individuals, to help them cope with 
the effects of the pandemic.  

“weaker” leaders and individuals.
 As a woman in public office, I 

have gone through my fair share 
of criticisms and attacks, which 
are often unfounded and based 
on the fact that I am a woman. 
While I have not allowed these to 
get in the way of the work I do, 
the reality that women are more 
vulnerable to such treatment is 
something that we must all strive 
to correct.

 We must begin with resisting 
the shackles of stereotypes: 
Women in leadership positions 
now must uphold more actively 
the significant role they play. 
Allow themselves to grow in 
confidence, to take up spaces and 
lead conversations, while staying 
committed to excellence and 
compassionate resolve. Women 
must not be afraid to be “soft”—
to show empathy, especially in 
situations that need it most. Pave 
the way for others by pushing for 
policies that provide avenues for 
women to thrive, such as programs 
for economic empowerment. This 
is something that I have worked 
hard for as a lawyer, a member 
of Congress, and now as Vice 
President. In the long run, the 
goal is not only to remove the 
insecurities that make women 
buy into cultural biases. We must 
change these everyday notions by 
setting aside outdated standards, 
and giving women the opportunity 
to chart their own paths.

 This is a tall order for us, 
and a lot of work definitely needs 
to be done. In politics, public 
service, advocacy work, and other 
industries, I find hope as I see 
more women leaders, especially 
younger ones who take up space—
or even create their own. Such 
courage is inspiring, and I keep 
faith that if we remain steadfast, 

Society as a whole will benefit when there are 
more women in government, as they are able to lend 

a more holistic view to our policies and processes.

Though women have a growing 
presence in government, 
“machismo” remains to be a 
highlighted quality of many of 
the seated leaders. What words 
of empowerment can you share 
with other women to encourage 
them to participate more fully 
in the public sphere? Why do 
women deserve and need to be in 
the government?

 Society as a whole will benefit 
when there are more women in 
government, as they are able to 
lend a more holistic view to our 
policies and processes. Studies 
have also shown that women  tend 
to be more inclusive and more 
effective, and are more dependable 
in various kinds of situations, 
with their natural wiring rooted 
on perseverance, initiative, 
empathy, and a drive for self-
development. Women are typically 
better at finding ways to rise amid 
adversities, which is, ironically, a 
by-product of the cultural biases 
that continue to frame them as 

we will be able to steer our society 
towards a fairer, more inclusive, 
and more respectful society.

As a leader addressing the 
numerous problems that occur 
every day and which need 
immediate attention, how do 
you assess and decide which ones 
to address first? Is it possible to 
tackle everything at the same 
time?

 In crisis situations like the 
COVID-19 pandemic, there is a 
long list of things that need to be 
taken care of—all at the same time. 
Since we consistently engage with 
people on the ground, and listen 
to many different voices, we have 
developed the instinct of knowing 
which needs to be prioritized or 
addressed urgently. This requires 
us to be agile. Proper scheduling 
and prioritizing are essential. 
Micromanaging becomes a plus in 
such a situation, because you get to 
make sure that all the moving parts 
are working harmoniously towards 
a common objective. I think it 
helps a lot that I actually find joy 
in keeping things organized. This 
is something that I personally work 
on with the staff, to ensure that the 
system is in order.

 
Politics can be polarizing. 
How can Filipinos be taught 
or encouraged to become more 
open to dialogue and discourse 
especially when it comes to 
politics and governance? Do 
you think there’s a need to hold 
more public debates, offer more 
opportunities for leaders to define 
and share their plans, do more 
continuous voter’s education, or 
even incorporate voter’s education 
into the school curriculum in a 
more substantial way?

 All these initiatives are 
worthwhile—whether it’s voter 
education or efforts to promote 
issue-based elections. But in 
my experience, the best way to 
encourage our citizens to participate 
more responsibly in political 
processes is to actually create venues 
and platforms for participation in 
governance. 

 If Filipinos can see that their 
elected officials are open to engaging 
them on a variety of issues, if they 
trust that there are mechanisms in 
place to ensure accountability on the 
part of officials, both in the local 
and national levels, if they feel that 
their voices are actually being heard 
and that their contributions are 
appreciated, then they will realize 

that their vote matters, and they 
will take participation in elections 
more seriously. 

 Part of it will be educating 
voters, yes, but a larger part of 
it will be creating a political 
culture that values transparency, 
accountability, and people’s 
participation. 

 
How do you remain graceful 
under pressure? What has been 
the most effective strategy for 
you?

 I choose to rise above pressure 
because of two things. First, 
because there is a lot of work 
that remains to be done for the 
communities and sectors that we 
support—and we are in a race 
against time to do as much as we 
can. I keep in mind that I do not 
have the luxury of caving into 
pressure, because a lot of people 
count on us for help. This is also 
a frequent reminder that I give to 
our staff: that we cannot afford to 
be distracted by those, because the 
work we are doing is much bigger 
than that. 

 Second, I think I am able to 
get past the pressure, and often its 
accompanying criticisms, because 
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I know myself, and I know the 
truth. Over the past four years, 
I have been the subject of many 
unfounded claims and ridicule, 
but as any public official should, 
I take them in stride, and even 
look at them as opportunities to 
improve on myself. My tolerance, 
however, stops when it comes to 
disinformation—if it’s a blatant lie, 
I call it out. It is actually one of 
my biggest regrets that during my 

first few years in office, I did not 
pay as much attention as I should 
have to all the fake news, thinking 
that by not dignifying them, they 
would die a natural death. I was 
wrong. Since early last year, we 
have taken a more active approach 
to call attention on purveyors of 
fake news.  

 
Aside from voting, how can 
citizens make their demands be 
heard? How do Filipinos make 
their leaders accountable? What 
specific steps must be taken to 
help leaders be constructive?

 The first, all-important step is 
showing up. We have to encourage 
citizens to be active, and to take 
full advantage of existing venues 
to keep themselves informed. We 
must also push for the creation 
and strengthening of mechanisms 
that will allow for meaningful 
participation. In my experience, if 
you create venues where citizens 
can participate, they will come. 

 But we have to take the task 
of building these venues seriously. 

I think I am able to get past 
the pressure, and often its 
accompanying criticisms, 
because I know myself, 
and I know the truth. Over 
the past four years, I have 
been the subject of many 
unfounded claims and 
ridicule, but as any public 
official should, I take them 
in stride, and even look at 
them as opportunities to 
improve on myself. 

It cannot be simply on a cosmetic 
level. There have to be meaningful 
opportunities for citizens to 
participate. 

 Secondly, on the issue of 
accountability: we have to make 
sure that the mechanisms for 
accountability actually function. 
If citizens will see that pursuing 
actions against abusive officials will 
actually lead to tangible results, 
they will not get frustrated in them. 
But if they see that despite their 
efforts, abusive officials can simply 
delay justice, or get away with 
minor reprimands, then they will 
lose faith in the mechanisms for 
accountability, and it will be our 
loss as a whole.  

 
Is there a silver lining amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic?

 The past seven months have 
painted an unfortunate picture: 
the pandemic has further exposed 
the inequalities in our society, 
and I continue to believe that the 
government must catch up to avoid 
more damage. 

 Amid the many gaps, we have 
found sparks of hope in our people. 
I often say that Filipinos respond 
to the worst of times with the best 
of themselves. This faith has been 
affirmed over and over by the 
bayanihan we have been seeing in 
the past seven months. Many groups 
and individuals have stepped up: 
from businesses that share their 
resources and services, even amid 
the effects of the pandemic on their 
operations, to ordinary citizens who 
have pitched in, whether through 
donation drives, volunteerism, 
or even just helping neighbors 
and checking on members of 
the community. My team and I 
have witnessed this in our own 
COVID-19 response operations—
which, in itself, is fueled by the 
spirit of bayanihan.

  It would be wise of us to invest 
in the talents, perseverance, and 
innate generosity of our people—not 
to make excuses for complacency, 
but to strengthen our collective 
action, especially against an 
invisible enemy like COVID-19. 
Filipinos show up when it matters 
most, and more than just a silver 
lining, that should be our driving 
force as we rise from this crisis and 
march towards a better normal. 

 
Any message to our LGUs and to 
the Filipinos in general?

 During the past seven months, 
I have developed an even deeper 
appreciation for our LGUs. From 
the very start of this crisis, the 

burden has been placed on local 
governments. It has given us a sense 
of relief to see LGUs introduce and 
pursue some of the most creative and 
effective solutions these past months, 
and to watch our local leaders share 
ideas on how to address common 
concerns in their respective areas. 

 The COVID-19 crisis has shaken 
our lives in a short amount of time. 
The challenge for the government, 
especially LGUs, is to build back 
better. Technology should play a big 
role in this regard. Policy-making 
must be driven by data, and metrics 
for programs must focus on results 
and actual benefits. We must explore 
how to best use technology in 
improving our processes, and how 
it can be a tool for empowering our 
people as we face the new normal. 

 I am confident that our local 
leaders can rise to this challenge, as 
long as they are open to innovative 

ideas and are guided by integrity and 
a genuine desire to serve. Because 
we rely most on our LGUs, I believe 
they must be empowered with 
adequate attention and support. Our 
office is also committed to help in 
whatever way we can.

 I would also like to thank our 
fellow Filipinos for their generosity 
and cooperation amid the challenges 
of our time. Laban po ito hindi lang 
ng pamahalaan, pambansa man o 
lokal, kundi ng buong sambayanan. 
The threat of the virus is still 
upon us. Mag-iingat pa rin po 
tayong lahat, at sumunod sa health 
protocols. We must continue to play 
our role in keeping each other safe. 
At higit sa lahat, piliin po nating 
akayin ang isa’t isa sa gitna ng mga 
pagsubok na ating hinaharap. I 
keep faith that we will win against 
COVID-19, and it starts in each of 
us. 



                   LEAGUE   31    

I know myself, and I know the 
truth. Over the past four years, 
I have been the subject of many 
unfounded claims and ridicule, 
but as any public official should, 
I take them in stride, and even 
look at them as opportunities to 
improve on myself. My tolerance, 
however, stops when it comes to 
disinformation—if it’s a blatant lie, 
I call it out. It is actually one of 
my biggest regrets that during my 

first few years in office, I did not 
pay as much attention as I should 
have to all the fake news, thinking 
that by not dignifying them, they 
would die a natural death. I was 
wrong. Since early last year, we 
have taken a more active approach 
to call attention on purveyors of 
fake news.  

 
Aside from voting, how can 
citizens make their demands be 
heard? How do Filipinos make 
their leaders accountable? What 
specific steps must be taken to 
help leaders be constructive?

 The first, all-important step is 
showing up. We have to encourage 
citizens to be active, and to take 
full advantage of existing venues 
to keep themselves informed. We 
must also push for the creation 
and strengthening of mechanisms 
that will allow for meaningful 
participation. In my experience, if 
you create venues where citizens 
can participate, they will come. 

 But we have to take the task 
of building these venues seriously. 

I think I am able to get past 
the pressure, and often its 
accompanying criticisms, 
because I know myself, 
and I know the truth. Over 
the past four years, I have 
been the subject of many 
unfounded claims and 
ridicule, but as any public 
official should, I take them 
in stride, and even look at 
them as opportunities to 
improve on myself. 

It cannot be simply on a cosmetic 
level. There have to be meaningful 
opportunities for citizens to 
participate. 

 Secondly, on the issue of 
accountability: we have to make 
sure that the mechanisms for 
accountability actually function. 
If citizens will see that pursuing 
actions against abusive officials will 
actually lead to tangible results, 
they will not get frustrated in them. 
But if they see that despite their 
efforts, abusive officials can simply 
delay justice, or get away with 
minor reprimands, then they will 
lose faith in the mechanisms for 
accountability, and it will be our 
loss as a whole.  

 
Is there a silver lining amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic?

 The past seven months have 
painted an unfortunate picture: 
the pandemic has further exposed 
the inequalities in our society, 
and I continue to believe that the 
government must catch up to avoid 
more damage. 

 Amid the many gaps, we have 
found sparks of hope in our people. 
I often say that Filipinos respond 
to the worst of times with the best 
of themselves. This faith has been 
affirmed over and over by the 
bayanihan we have been seeing in 
the past seven months. Many groups 
and individuals have stepped up: 
from businesses that share their 
resources and services, even amid 
the effects of the pandemic on their 
operations, to ordinary citizens who 
have pitched in, whether through 
donation drives, volunteerism, 
or even just helping neighbors 
and checking on members of 
the community. My team and I 
have witnessed this in our own 
COVID-19 response operations—
which, in itself, is fueled by the 
spirit of bayanihan.

  It would be wise of us to invest 
in the talents, perseverance, and 
innate generosity of our people—not 
to make excuses for complacency, 
but to strengthen our collective 
action, especially against an 
invisible enemy like COVID-19. 
Filipinos show up when it matters 
most, and more than just a silver 
lining, that should be our driving 
force as we rise from this crisis and 
march towards a better normal. 

 
Any message to our LGUs and to 
the Filipinos in general?

 During the past seven months, 
I have developed an even deeper 
appreciation for our LGUs. From 
the very start of this crisis, the 

burden has been placed on local 
governments. It has given us a sense 
of relief to see LGUs introduce and 
pursue some of the most creative and 
effective solutions these past months, 
and to watch our local leaders share 
ideas on how to address common 
concerns in their respective areas. 

 The COVID-19 crisis has shaken 
our lives in a short amount of time. 
The challenge for the government, 
especially LGUs, is to build back 
better. Technology should play a big 
role in this regard. Policy-making 
must be driven by data, and metrics 
for programs must focus on results 
and actual benefits. We must explore 
how to best use technology in 
improving our processes, and how 
it can be a tool for empowering our 
people as we face the new normal. 

 I am confident that our local 
leaders can rise to this challenge, as 
long as they are open to innovative 

ideas and are guided by integrity and 
a genuine desire to serve. Because 
we rely most on our LGUs, I believe 
they must be empowered with 
adequate attention and support. Our 
office is also committed to help in 
whatever way we can.

 I would also like to thank our 
fellow Filipinos for their generosity 
and cooperation amid the challenges 
of our time. Laban po ito hindi lang 
ng pamahalaan, pambansa man o 
lokal, kundi ng buong sambayanan. 
The threat of the virus is still 
upon us. Mag-iingat pa rin po 
tayong lahat, at sumunod sa health 
protocols. We must continue to play 
our role in keeping each other safe. 
At higit sa lahat, piliin po nating 
akayin ang isa’t isa sa gitna ng mga 
pagsubok na ating hinaharap. I 
keep faith that we will win against 
COVID-19, and it starts in each of 
us. 
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BEST WAY FOWARD
Agriculture Secretary William Dar believes that the agricultural 

sector remains the strongest driving force of the Philippine 
economy, proving to be resilient and robust amid crisis

BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROMEO PERALTA JR.

Agriculture Secretary William Dar 
visited Tagum City Agri-Aqua Resource 
Learning Center, which features the 
“Upscaling of Next Generation Rice-
Based Integrated Farming Systems 
Technologies” on September 8, 2020. 
The center at New Balamban serves as 
a learning site for mature technologies 
in rice production as well as other 
agri-fishery enterprises, including 
mushroom production, tilapia culture, 
Itik Pinas raising, and vegetable 
production, among others.

For the agriculture industry, 
a lot came into focus during 
the COVID-19 crisis. 

Months of lockdown revealed two 
pressing issues: food security and 
farmer-consumer relationship. 
While these were already present 
prior to the global health crisis, the 
pandemic magnified the problem.

 As we experienced, the 
government had difficulty 
implementing the lockdown. 
While there was enough food 
supply, according to Department of 
Agriculture (DA) Secretary William 
Dar, several logistical problems 
arose when people started panic-
buying basic goods.

GROWTH OF THE 
GREEN SECTOR

Logistically, the first weeks 
of lockdown were a nightmare. 
Trucks coming from outside of 
Metro Manila had to go through 
numerous checkpoints. While all 
sorts of travel passes were issued by 
local governments to facilitate an 
unhindered supply flow, clashing 
orders from different levels of 
government made the situation 
chaotic.

Eventually, these problems 
were ironed out. In the succeeding 
months, public and private sector 
solutions emerged to address food 
supply without compromising 
health and safety measures. 
LGUs launched mobile palengkes, 
supermarkets introduced their 
online platforms, existing food/
grocery delivery apps widened their 
product catalogue, and brands 
partnered with delivery service 
providers. 

 The pandemic affected all 
industries, and very few thrived. The 
agriculture sector grew by 1.6% in 
the second quarter of 2020, while 
many industries reported a drastic 
drop in productivity. “Despite all 
these lockdowns and checkpoints, 
the agriculture industry thrived. This 
shows that [agriculture] is a resilient 
sector,” says Dar. “The same positive 
growth of 1.2% of the agriculture 
sector during the third week of 2020.”

 The Agriculture Secretary 
requested a P66-billion agriculture 
stimulus package during the virtual 
meeting of the House Committee on 
Agriculture and Food. This stimulus 
plan aims to cover P31 billion 
for Ahon Lahat, Pagkaing Sapat 
(ALPAS) Kontra sa COVID-19, or 
more popularly known as the “Plant, 
Plant, Plant” initiative. The program 
includes expansion of farm areas, rice 
resiliency projects, a palay procurement 
fund for National Food Authority 
(NFA), an expanded SURE Aid and 
recovery program, social amelioration 
for farmers, an integrated livestock 
and corn resiliency project, a 
revitalized gulayan project and 
urban agriculture, a coconut-based 
diversification project, and a fishery 
resiliency project. Another P20 billion 
is set to fund food logistics, food 
markets, and other interventions, 
while the remaining P15 billion will 
fund the cash-for-work program in the 
agriculture sector.

 “I’m trying to characterize 
our socio-economic recovery and 
resiliency. Presently, we are in the 
survival stage. While we are here,  
how do we reboot Philippine 
agriculture? That’s why we are 
proposing the P66 billion stimulus 

“Despite all these 
lockdowns and 
checkpoints, the 
agriculture industry 
thrived. This shows 
that [agriculture] is a 
resilient sector,”  
says Dar. 
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package, on top of the regular 
budget,” the Secretary explains.

 However, the bigger picture 
beyond the pandemic illustrates 
another pressing crisis—
environmental sustainability and 
climate change. According to World 
Development Indicators by the 
World Bank, 70% of the world’s 
freshwater is used for agriculture. 
By 2050, a 50% increase in food 
production will be necessary to feed 
the projected nine billion global 
population. This will necessitate a 
15% increase in water usage.

 For Secretary Dar, it is 
all a balancing act—managing 
increasing productivity sustainably 
while building resilience against 
the impacts of climate change. 
Dar stresses the importance of 
working within the Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG2) adopted 
by all United Nations Member 
States in 2015. 

 The SDG2 is the goal to “end 
hunger, achieve food security and 

improved nutrition, and promote 
sustainable agriculture.” This 
recognizes “the inter-linkages 
among supporting sustainable 
agriculture, empowering small 
farmers, promoting gender equality, 
ending rural poverty, ensuring 
healthy lifestyles, tackling climate 
change, and other issues addressed 
within the set of 17 [SDGs] in the 
Post-2015 Development Agenda.”

 
FUTURE OF FOOD

Let’s say we succeed in 
addressing the water consumption 
problem while balancing the food 
production against the growing 
population—is our food still secure 
then? Dar brings up another 
concern, “Who will feed the 
country when the aging farmers of 
today are averaging 60 years old?” 
This is according to the 2017 survey 
conducted by the DA. 

 Dar says the reason why 
the younger generation seems 
disinterested in farming is because 

they have yet to realize the full 
income-generating potential 
in agri-business. “That’s the 
enticement. Agribusiness is the way 
forward.”

 To encourage more young 
people to enter the industry, 
the Department has established 
incentive systems: mentoring 
programs, business incubation 
initiatives, interest-free loans, 
and more. In January 2020, the 
DA launched Kapital Access for 
Young Agripreneurs (KAYA), a loan 
program under the management of 
the DA-Agricultural Credit Policy 
Council (ACPC).

KAYA is open for those aged 
18 to 30 years old. Applicants can 
borrow up to P500,000, payable in 
five years, with zero interest, and 
no collateral required. Interested 
individuals should present a 
business plan. Mentors will coach 
participants in achieving their 
business goals.

 Another is the AgriNegosyo 
Program (ANYO), available for 
those with existing agri-businesses. 
Those who apply can borrow from 
P300,000 up to P15 million, also 
payable in five years, interest-free, 
with no collateral necessary. The 
project requirements will determine 
the loan amount. Both KAYA and 
ANYO were given a P1 billion fund 
each by the DA.

Agriculture Secretary William Dar 
and Corteva Agriscience Country 
Lead Arun Mittal led the inauguration 
of the first of 80 educational farms 
(EduFarms) to be established in key 
municipalities in the Philippines on 
Feb. 25, 2020, in Talavera, Nueva 
Ecija. The Department of Agriculture 
(DA) and multinational company 
Corteva Agriscience entered into a 
partnership agreement in October 
2019 to set up farming academies 
that will cover 40 municipalities with 
a total of 50,000 hectares for rice and 
corn production.

“There are definitely no shortcuts to making 
the country’s agricultural sector modern and 
industrialized, and we should not waste time 
to achieve that as poverty remains entrenched 
in rural areas,” Dar wrote in the introduction 
of his 2019 book, The Way Forward: Level Up 
Philippine Agriculture.

 The Mentoring and Attracting 
Youth in Agriculture (MAYA) 
Program is another initiative that 
gives fresh graduates a chance to 
participate in On-the-Job Trainings 
(OJT) for the Department’s projects 
nationwide. A P100-million budget 
has been allotted for this project, 
since participants are given a 
competitive allowance during the 
six-month program.

 “Afterwards, they have two 
choices: join the Department as part 
of the cadre of human capital, or go 
into agribusiness and we will give 
them loan support,” Dar explains. 
If they start their own business, the 
DA will provide a financial loan 
of up to P500,000, payable in five 
years with zero interest.

 DA’s “Plant, Plant, Plant” 
program is promoting urban 
agriculture to develop a sustainable 
food supply especially during the 
pandemic. Aside from making 
loans available, the Department 
distributed free seeds to interested 
individuals and LGUs nationwide. 
As of June 2020, the DA served 
721,169 individuals/households out 
of the 966,956 targeted households. 
They also partnered with 19 
provinces, 243 municipalities 
and cities, and 13 communities, 
barangays, and schools.

 
MOVING FORWARD
 For the former Philippine Council 
for Agriculture, Aquatic and 
Natural Resources Research and 
Development (PCARRD) Executive 
Director, the way forward is 
Research for Development (R4D), 
empowering LGUs for agriculture 
and agribusiness.

 “There are definitely no 
shortcuts to making the country’s 
agricultural sector modern and 
industrialized, and we should not 
waste time to achieve that as poverty 
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remains entrenched in rural areas,” 
Dar wrote in the introduction of 
his 2019 book, The Way Forward: Level 
Up Philippine Agriculture.

 In the book, Dar cites 
the country’s GERD (Gross 
Expenditure for Research and 
Development) in 2013, which was 
only 0.14% of the GDP (Gross 
Domestic Product). However, he 
also notes that the agriculture 
sector is getting the bulk of 
Research and Development (R&D) 
funding. But more than funds, 
another setback when it comes to 
R&D is our country’s researcher/
scientist ratio per million people. 
UNESCO recommends that there 
should be 380 researchers or 
scientists per million population. 
The Philippines currently has 189 
per million, which means that at 
least 19,000 more are needed to 
keep up with global standards. 

 Dar recommends putting 
investments and funds in R&D, 
while also keeping in mind that 
“R&D and its extensions should 
have impact as the end game, 
with capacity development as 
the legacy. In short, research 
should lead to productivity gain 

(391,982 MT, P8.65 billion), fresh 
mango (13,562 MT, P990.942 
million), centrifugal sugar (62,541 
MT, P1.63 billion), and Virginia 
tobacco (7,468 MT, P1.37 billion).

 Dar enumerated the steps 
to make a unified ARD in the 
Philippines. It should be demand-
driven and addresses the need 
to increase crop production; it is 
value-adding and helps create more 
agri-based micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs); builds 
stronger linkages between various 
R&D institutions (including state 
colleges and universities); will lead 
to a unified but decentralized system 
to transfer and commercialize R&D 
outputs (especially to smallholders); 
and generate more funding for ARD.

 Further, he also recommended 
institutionalizing R&D for major 
crops; looking at the long-term 
view in ARD; considering issues 
like climate change, population 
explosion, and degradation of  
water and land resources; and 
tapping into the potential of 
precision agriculture.

 There is much to be done, 
says Dar. But he insists that the 
investment is worth it, citing a 

and poverty reduction.” In line 
with this thought, Dar says R&D 
should be changed to “Research for 
Development (R4D),” stressing that 
research efforts should be impactful 
and relevant.

 He emphasized this during his 
time as the Director-General of 
the International Crops Research 
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics 
(ICRISAT) from 2000 to 2014. 
The R4D paradigm refocused 
the institute’s efforts towards a 
mission to “reduce poverty, hunger, 
malnutrition, and environmental 
degradation in the dryland tropics.” 
Their motto, put in place in 2000, 
is “Science with a Human Face.”

 One hopeful result of fixing 
the country’s Agriculture Research 
and Development (ARD) system 
is changing the Philippines’ 
status from a net food importer, 
importing USD$13.5 billion agri-
food products in 2018, to an export 
powerhouse. 

 According to the PSA 
Agricultural Indicators System 
Report 2019, the biggest exports 
included the following produce: 
fresh banana (3.13 million MT, 
P72.78 billion), fresh pineapple 

“We are guided by the ‘Whole of Nation’ approach, as advocated 
by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, to increase the country’s food 
adequacy level during the emergency situation resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

The Department is pushing projects aimed at 
encouraging graduating students and young 
agripreneurs to start their agri-fishery enterprise. 

finding of the International Food 
Policy Research Institute that the 
social return for research can reach 
up to 48%. 

 He believes this can result 
in a “substantial reduction in 
poverty.” For Dar, it is the ultimate 
paradox of Philippine agriculture, 
which drives him to push for 
people-centric innovations. “Most 
smallholder farmers and fishers still 
live in poverty and can not afford 
enough food for themselves and 
their family,” he points.

As someone whose parents were 
both farmers who grew up in the 
farmlands, Dar knows first-hand 
how difficult it is to be a farmer in 
the Philippines. This became his 
motivation when his uncle sent him 
to college to study BS Agricultural 
Education (1969) and MS Agronomy 
(1976) at the Mountain State 
Agricultural College (now known as 
Benguet State University).

 His second point is empowering 
Local Government Units (LGUs) 
for agriculture. Dar notes the 
“silent debate” around whether or 
not the devolution of the delivery 
of agriculture extension services 
to LGUs under RA 7160 (Local 
Government Act of 1991) was the 
right thing to do. For Dar, it was 
and is the correct decision.

 “There are actually more 
advantages in letting LGUs take 
the frontlines in delivering or 
even co-delivering agriculture 
extension services to farmers and 
fisherfolk. Local governments 
have a better understanding of the 

social and economic conditions of 
localities, and are more familiar 
with the various local and grassroots 
organizations they can partner with 
in uplifting the lives of smallholder 
farmers and fisherfolk, and even 
women and the youth,” Dar said in 
his book.

 Dar stresses, however, that 
while LGUs have dropped the ball 
when it comes to delivering effective 
agricultural extension services  
(since RA 7160 was enacted in 1991), 
the blame should not be put solely 
on them. 

 He notes that the extension 
system remains flawed. Smallholders 
are hardly involved in R&D, which 

results in output with little to no 
real-world application, and LGUs 
were never prepared to take on the 
devolved functions when it comes 
to agriculture extension. He likens 
the LGUs to soldiers who were 
given guns, but were hardly trained 
and subsequently forced to go into 
war.

 Lastly, Dar wants the 
focus to be on agri-business or 
agripreneurship. For enhanced 
agripreneurship, he enumerated 
the “six Ms,” which stand for 
Mindset, Mentoring, Money, 
Market, Mastery, and Machine. 

Mindset can be developed 
through training and formal 

During a visit to the Benguet Agri-Pinoy Trading Center (BAPTC) in La 
Trinidad, Dar urged the BAPTC management to be the “buyer of last 
resort” of agricultural produce in Benguet province to prevent wastage and 
vegetable dumping. 

To ensure that the public will have access 
to affordable and nutritious food in 

the time of the pandemic, Agriculture 
Secretary Dar called for the strengthening 

of the “Kadiwa ni Ani at Kita” program 
and encouraged more LGUs to engage 

in the initiative to benefit both the food 
producers and consumers alike. Photo 

shows the Secretary during an inspection 
of the Kadiwa stalls to ensure that the 

government suggested retail price (SRP) is 
being followed.
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and poverty reduction.” In line 
with this thought, Dar says R&D 
should be changed to “Research for 
Development (R4D),” stressing that 
research efforts should be impactful 
and relevant.
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“We are guided by the ‘Whole of Nation’ approach, as advocated 
by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, to increase the country’s food 
adequacy level during the emergency situation resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

The Department is pushing projects aimed at 
encouraging graduating students and young 
agripreneurs to start their agri-fishery enterprise. 

finding of the International Food 
Policy Research Institute that the 
social return for research can reach 
up to 48%. 

 He believes this can result 
in a “substantial reduction in 
poverty.” For Dar, it is the ultimate 
paradox of Philippine agriculture, 
which drives him to push for 
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live in poverty and can not afford 
enough food for themselves and 
their family,” he points.

As someone whose parents were 
both farmers who grew up in the 
farmlands, Dar knows first-hand 
how difficult it is to be a farmer in 
the Philippines. This became his 
motivation when his uncle sent him 
to college to study BS Agricultural 
Education (1969) and MS Agronomy 
(1976) at the Mountain State 
Agricultural College (now known as 
Benguet State University).

 His second point is empowering 
Local Government Units (LGUs) 
for agriculture. Dar notes the 
“silent debate” around whether or 
not the devolution of the delivery 
of agriculture extension services 
to LGUs under RA 7160 (Local 
Government Act of 1991) was the 
right thing to do. For Dar, it was 
and is the correct decision.

 “There are actually more 
advantages in letting LGUs take 
the frontlines in delivering or 
even co-delivering agriculture 
extension services to farmers and 
fisherfolk. Local governments 
have a better understanding of the 

social and economic conditions of 
localities, and are more familiar 
with the various local and grassroots 
organizations they can partner with 
in uplifting the lives of smallholder 
farmers and fisherfolk, and even 
women and the youth,” Dar said in 
his book.

 Dar stresses, however, that 
while LGUs have dropped the ball 
when it comes to delivering effective 
agricultural extension services  
(since RA 7160 was enacted in 1991), 
the blame should not be put solely 
on them. 

 He notes that the extension 
system remains flawed. Smallholders 
are hardly involved in R&D, which 

results in output with little to no 
real-world application, and LGUs 
were never prepared to take on the 
devolved functions when it comes 
to agriculture extension. He likens 
the LGUs to soldiers who were 
given guns, but were hardly trained 
and subsequently forced to go into 
war.

 Lastly, Dar wants the 
focus to be on agri-business or 
agripreneurship. For enhanced 
agripreneurship, he enumerated 
the “six Ms,” which stand for 
Mindset, Mentoring, Money, 
Market, Mastery, and Machine. 

Mindset can be developed 
through training and formal 

During a visit to the Benguet Agri-Pinoy Trading Center (BAPTC) in La 
Trinidad, Dar urged the BAPTC management to be the “buyer of last 
resort” of agricultural produce in Benguet province to prevent wastage and 
vegetable dumping. 

To ensure that the public will have access 
to affordable and nutritious food in 

the time of the pandemic, Agriculture 
Secretary Dar called for the strengthening 

of the “Kadiwa ni Ani at Kita” program 
and encouraged more LGUs to engage 

in the initiative to benefit both the food 
producers and consumers alike. Photo 

shows the Secretary during an inspection 
of the Kadiwa stalls to ensure that the 

government suggested retail price (SRP) is 
being followed.
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education, while Mentoring can be 
done through business incubation 
and coaching programs. Both of 
these can be found in current 
programs of the DA mentioned 
earlier.

 As for Money, Dar wishes to 
focus on financial literacy, loans, 
and micro-franchising. In the 
Agri-Tayo webinar, he mentioned 
helping farmers through increasing 
trade posts and eliminating the 
middlemen so that farmers are able 
to directly bring their produce to 
the consumers. Dar explains that the 
current system ends in farmers and 
fishermen being held by the neck by 
middlemen who provide loans and 
who eventually, come harvest season, 
dictate prices. 

 “[Eliminating the middlemen] 
will be a big help to the farmers 
and consuming public. They haggle 
and offer low prices to farmers, then 
increase the price exorbitantly for 
consumers,” Dar explains, personally 
ensuring that the DA program of 
“Kadiwa ni Ani at Kita” will succeed in 
helping both farmers and consumers. 
“We can help farmers by offering 
affordable credit and link them to 
the market. Collectivize them so that 
they have leveraging power.”

 For Market, he emphasizes the 
need for stronger market linkages 
in the supply chains, both local 
and export markets. He also notes 
creating value-adding agri-produce, 

ascertaining the market before 
starting an agricultural enterprise, 
and e-commerce opportunities. 
While for Mastery and Machines, 
aspiring entrepreneurs must be 
taught the basics in agripreneurship 
centers (which can be established by 
government agencies and state colleges 
and universities) and leveling up their 
production through technology.

Seems simple, but his master 
plan is the result of decades of 
experience. In 1987, Dar was named 
the first director of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Research under the 
reorganized DA. He also served as 
the DA Acting Secretary (1998-1999) 
and ICRISAT Director-General (2000 
to 2014). It is no wonder that Dar 
has received a number of awards for 
his contributions to the Agriculture 
Industry: Pamana ng Pilipino Award 
(2014) and The Outstanding Filipino 
(TOFIL) in 2016.

 
IN NEED OF BIGGER BUDGET

All of these plans will not be 
realized if the budget allotted is not 
inadequate. Dar laments the lack of 
budget of the agriculture sector in the 
Philippines and argues that the sector 
has been long neglected for the last 
four decades.

 “If you want to catch up again, 
you have to significantly increase the 
budget coming from the government. 
But, at the same time, you have to 
nurture the investment environment 
so that the private sector will want to 
come in and invest heavily,” Dar says.

 He cites the contribution of the 
agricultural sector to the economy: 
agriculture contributes 9%, while 
agri-business contributes 25%. Dar is 
confident that given more resources 
and funds, the total contribution of 
the sector will be much more than 
its current 34%.

 The DA has been pushing for 
a rather ambitious but necessary 
budget of P280 billion for 2021—
which is four times its current 
budget—to “reboot and reform 
Philippine agriculture.”

 And yet despite the positive 
performance of the agriculture sector 
during the pandemic, the DA is 
poised to receive only a meager P67 
billion budget for 2021. But Dar 
shares with LEAGUE that the DA 
is hoping to receive at least P128 
billion, as budget deliberations are 
still ongoing. While many sectors 
are vying for a bigger chunk of next 
year’s national budget, any argument 
for the DA’s budget increase can 
easily be justified in five words, 
says Dar: “We are an agricultural 
country.”  

 

The DA has been pushing 
for a rather ambitious 
but necessary budget of 
P280 billion for 2021—
which is four times 
its current budget—to 
‘reboot and reform 
Philippine agriculture.’

Secretary Dar led the ceremonial 
rice harvesting as part of the 
celebration of the first year 
of implementation of the 
Rice Tariffication Law (RTL) 
and the creation of the Rice 
Competitiveness Enhancement 
Fund (RCEF), which aims to make 
farmers competitive by improving 
their yield and reducing their 
production cost. More than 200 
farmers and other local officials 
witnessed the celebration activities 
held in Manaoag and Urdaneta on 
March 5, 2020.
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Cebu Governor Gwen Garcia 
performs with the Siloy sa Alcoy 
Festival dancers at the 2020 
Sinulog Grand Parade stage



                   LEAGUE   41    

Cebu Governor Gwen Garcia 
performs with the Siloy sa Alcoy 
Festival dancers at the 2020 
Sinulog Grand Parade stage

A festive medley of Cebuano songs and dances 
welcomes Gwendolyn Garcia at the stakeholders 
meeting in Brgy. Bojo, Aloguinsan on a 
midweek morning in October. The first woman 

(and now the longest serving) governor of the province is 
clearly prepared for action—clad in jeans, rubber shoes, 
and a plain blue blouse. A portable air purifier dangles 
around her neck. 

 With her at the event are some LGU officials—
Aloguinsan Mayor Ignatius Moreno and Vice Mayor Raisa 
Moreno, two board members, Trade and Industry Asec. 
Asteria Caberte, and Tourism Regional Director Shalimar 
Tamano.

 Her 30-minute speech, almost entirely in Cebuano, is 
jovial and lighthearted, peppered with jokes in between. 
Her lively voice, energetic hand gestures, and animated 
facial expressions are enough to make even a non-Cebuano 
speaker chuckle. At that instant, we see the soft side of 
Cebu’s Iron Lady that perhaps is unknown to many. 

 After the Bojo River Cruise, the governor visits  
three more locations within Aloguinsan— to inaugurate 
a cemented road and a constructed bridge. The heat is 
draining and most people are visibly tired but the seasoned 

BY RHIA GRANA WITH HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROBO FORMACION & RICHARD TOLEDO

‘ACTION, NOT WORDS’
Governor Gwendolyn Garcia on taking the Province of Cebu to higher 
ground by empowering the grassroots movement, building up tourism, 
and leading with no-nonsense politics

Governor isn’t breaking a sweat. She smiles and talks to the 
people around her, repeatedly offering them snacks. Her 
energy and vigor are amazing.

 Later in the  afternoon, the LEAGUE team meets with 
the governor again at her rest house in Pinamungajan. She 
speaks candidly, saying she prefers to shun media interviews. 
“Been there, done that,” she tells the team nonchalantly. 
“What I want you to highlight in your feature is Cebu.”

 She tells us that her trip to Aloguinsan earlier that day 
was intended to boost its tourism. “During my first term as 
governor, I realized tourism was focused mainly on Cebu City 
and Mactan Island,” she recalls. “And yet my having gone 
around the province proved that there are so many other 
beautiful sites. So I defined the direction of tourism, focusing 
on our culture and our heritage.”

 The lady chief points out the importance of cultural 
mapping in harnessing the full potential of the province—
that is, identifying the heritage sites, relics, and structures 
that they have to develop, and organizing their festivals in 
accordance with the legend of their towns and their key 
products. 

 The governor mentions the Cebu Provincial 
Government’s “Suruy-Suroy Sugbo” tourism program 
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encapsulating this idea. “You stop at every town and, at 
every stop, you eat. You watch their festivals, you look at 
their handicrafts and their delicacies,” she says.  

 But in order to succeed in this program, she knows 
the importance of focusing first on building their tourism 
infrastructure. That is why, during her initial nine-year 
term as governor, she asphalted the roads and converted 
all the wooden bridges to concrete. This is the reason, she 
says, she is well-loved by people in Bantayan and Camotes 
Islands. “I would personally visit these islands to check 
the developments,” she tells us.

 
GOING BACK TO GOVERNORSHIP

If Gov. Gwen can have her way, she would have wanted 
to continue her term at the House of Representatives, 
where she had an outstanding performance for two 
consecutive terms as congresswoman of the 3rd District 
of Cebu. She was also the very first woman to be elected 
Deputy Speaker for the Visayas. She had authored 28 bills 
and co-authored 64 bills and resolutions throughout her 
stint, addressing the improvement of the tourism industry 
and protection of the environment, poverty alleviation, 
improvement of transportation, sports and youth 
development, improvement of our criminal justice system, 
and economic development.

 The list of infrastructure problems she had completed 
during her term was nothing short of impressive: almost 
1,000 classrooms built; over 30 kilometers of national 

roads concreted, 15 kilometers of farm-to-market roads 
concreted; 10 bridges retrofitted, six district hospitals 
upgraded, 37 health facilities built and 23 flood control 
projects constructed, 30 multi-purpose buildings constructed, 
and more.

 But the hardworking former congresswoman says she 
couldn’t ignore the people’s call for her to bring back the 
province of Cebu to its old glory. And by that, it’s not merely 
being on top of the “Richest Province” list in terms of 
assets, but really allowing the people even in the far-flung 
barangays to feel this benefit.

 The total assets of the province, as of their last 
reappraisal, now stand at P202 billion. “But what will it 
mean to someone living in Brgy. Zaragoza or Rosario or 
Bojo, or Cantabugon?” she asks rhetorically. “When I was 
governor for the first nine years, I asphalted all of the roads 
there, because that’s all we could afford back then. Now, my 
target is to finish concreting all the 880km of provincial and 
barangay roads. So that’s about at 100km per year [if I get to 
complete my three terms as governor],” she says.  

The lady governor says there are also misplaced priorities 
she can’t ignore. She cites an example: “When you enter the 
capitol, may magandang heritage garden dyan. The previous 
administration wanted to put a P1.2 billion, 22-story 
building. Ilo-loan pa gyud. E magagamit ba ng taga Aloguinsan yan? 
Is it going to help people from here? I had to fight that. 
People were begging me to run. So I ran against [Agnes] 
Magpale, who was my vice governor before.”

Facade of the Cebu Provincial Capitol 
located at Cebu City

 And while the mother of three is “not your typical 
politician,” who opens her private home to everyone, she 
manages to win with the campaign slogan: “Buhat ang 
pasultihon. In Tagalog, gawa ang magsasalita.” She’s a firm 
believer that actions speak louder than words.

 
RUNNING A GOVERNMENT LIKE A CEO

When Gov. Gwen first ran for governor in 2004, many 
expressed doubts in her capacity to lead because she had 
not held any government position prior. “Kahit man lang 
barangay kapitan,” the naysayers would opine.

 But she tells LEAGUE that she never doubted herself 
in that aspect because, at that time, she had 20 years of 

experience already running her own businesses, which 
ranged from construction, equipment rental, running a 
port, security services, and general services. “Running 
a government is like running a business,” she points 
out. “It demands efficiency, and efficiency translates to 
quality service, which will in turn benefit the people.”

 She continues, “Just like running a business, you 
have to know how to multitask and understand every 
facet of it—from human resources to budgeting. 

And your goal is to continually enhance your 
business. Similarly, that is also your end-goal in 
running a government, to improve the lives of the 
people.”

“Government is 
an enterprise. An 
enterprise demands 
efficiency. Efficiency 
translates to quality 
service and quality 
service redounds  
to the benefit of 
the people.”

Cebu Governor Gwendolyn Garcia returns to the Provincial Capitol for 
her fourth gubernatorial term, a first in the history of Cebu Province. 

Personnel from the Cebu Provincial Police gives the governor a parade of 
honors during her first visit to their office compound. The property was 
donated by the Cebu Provincial Government during the governor’s first term 
back in 2009-2014.
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 Like a CEO, she 
would regularly meet the 
department heads and 
the latter would report 
their accomplishments 
to her. “They have to 
review their presentation 
multiple times because 
I am so OC (obsessive 
compulsive); I can see a 
mistake immediately,” 

she says, holding a smile. Also, her team can’t be sitting 
on their jobs, lest they’d be embarrassed not to have 
anything to report during the meeting. 

 In government, budgeting is very important. 
Fortunately, she earned her training in that area when 
she served as a consultant under the administration of 
former Mayor of Ormoc, Eufrocino “Dodong” Codilla, 
who was her ex-father-in-law. “The budget officer 
there taught me everything—the budget, the continuing 
appropriation, the five-year-development plan, etc. I know 
all that,” she says.

 For three years, she also served as a consultant to 
her own father, Pablo “Pabling” Garcia, who previously 
served as governor of Cebu. “Kaya I never felt inadequate 

 “Just like running a business, you have to 
know how to multitask and understand 
every facet of it—from human resources to 
budgeting. And your goal is to continually 
enhance your business. Similarly, that is 
also your end-goal in running a government, 
to improve the lives of the people.”

At the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, Governor 
Gwen Garcia personally visited different border 
checkpoints to ensure that the policemen were 
strictly imposing government quarantine protocols.

Popular with the masses, 
Governor Gwen is always met 
with cheering crowds and selfie 
requests from Cebuanos of all 
ages whenever she visits the 
different barangays, towns, and 
cities of Cebu. 

when I won as governor. That was 
the least of my worries because 
I knew what I could do. And I 
immediately defined the direction 
that we will take,” she shares.
 
A WOMAN FOR THE JOB

The limitations of the Cebuano 
language and culture have the 
propensity to shape people’s 
characterization of the sexes, 
says the lady governor. “In the 
English language, feistiness implies 
strength, and we usually use it to 
describe a woman. In Cebuano, the 
equivalent term we use for men is 
maldito—meaning, magaling. But if we 
use maldita for the women, it would 
have a negative connotation,” the 
governor points out. 

 Cebuanos also have a male-
dominated culture as can be 
gleaned from the history of its 
government. “We have rajas and 
datus, and the queen would always 
be second,” she says. Even so, Gov. 
Gwen never had a dichotomized 
appreciation of gender while she 
was growing up. “I was never told 
that ‘If you are a female, you could 

only do this.’ My mom and dad 
would always tell me, ‘You can do 
this, Gwen!’”

 The eldest among eight 
children of former Gov. Pablo 
Garcia admits she initially didn’t 
have the inclination to run for 
public office. “I hated politics,” 
she admits to LEAGUE. She hated 
the fact that it was intruding their 
private time as a family. In his 
government stints, the older Garcia 
had served as vice-governor of Cebu 
from 1969 to 1971; as representative 
of District 3 of Cebu from 1987 to 
1995, and District 2 of Cebu (2007-
2013): and as governor from 1995-
2004. Her dad used to accept a lot 
of visitors in their home. “I would 
wake up one day, and I would see a 
stranger at our breakfast table,” she 
recalls. 

 Little did she know that she 
would one day plunge into politics 
as well. “During my dad’s third 
term, he asked me to serve as his 
consultant. At that time, I just 
finished my first year at UP Law,” 
she remembers. She knew it was 
because she had already served as a 

consultant to her ex-father-in-law, 
Mayor Codilla, during his term 
from 1992 to 1996.

 The eldest child eventually 
relented to the request of her 
dad. Her plan was to help him 
for a year, and then go back to 
pursuing her dream to become a 
lawyer. But that didn’t happen. 
Public service rubbed off on her. 
She fulfilled her functions—as 
consultant on financial affairs, 
assisting her father in expanding 
the province’s resources, and later 
on, instituting various reforms at 
the Cebu Provincial Capitol as a 
Consultant on Systems Promotion 
and Development. For her strong 
leadership, she earned the monikers 
“Super Gwen,” the “little governor,” 
and the “Iron Lady.”  

 After serving as a consultant for 
her dad, she was asked to run as 
vice governor. She instead decided 
to take the higher road and run as 
governor. 

“I was fatalistic about it. Sabi 
ko, ‘Lord, I think you want me to 
run for governor. But if I read you 
wrong, it’s okay. If I lose, it’s okay. 

Governor Gwen is popular with the barangay health workers, barangay 
nutrition workers, and even tanods in the Province whom she’s always 
looked after during her first three terms as governor. They were believed to 
be her secret and silent warriors in the last elections.

Governor Gwen Garcia on her way to the Bojo River Cruise for the 
re-opening of tourism in the municipality of Aloguinsan, Cebu.
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when I won as governor. That was 
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she remembers. She knew it was 
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Mayor Codilla, during his term 
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relented to the request of her 
dad. Her plan was to help him 
for a year, and then go back to 
pursuing her dream to become a 
lawyer. But that didn’t happen. 
Public service rubbed off on her. 
She fulfilled her functions—as 
consultant on financial affairs, 
assisting her father in expanding 
the province’s resources, and later 
on, instituting various reforms at 
the Cebu Provincial Capitol as a 
Consultant on Systems Promotion 
and Development. For her strong 
leadership, she earned the monikers 
“Super Gwen,” the “little governor,” 
and the “Iron Lady.”  

 After serving as a consultant for 
her dad, she was asked to run as 
vice governor. She instead decided 
to take the higher road and run as 
governor. 

“I was fatalistic about it. Sabi 
ko, ‘Lord, I think you want me to 
run for governor. But if I read you 
wrong, it’s okay. If I lose, it’s okay. 
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nutrition workers, and even tanods in the Province whom she’s always 
looked after during her first three terms as governor. They were believed to 
be her secret and silent warriors in the last elections.
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Her victory at the polls was once 
marred with an election protest. 
She had to face a suspension and 
holed at the capitol. She had to 
take the threats, the stones, and 
the brickbats.

 “Sometimes you ask in the 
darkest moments, ‘Why is this 
happening to me?’ It’s so cliché, 
but I had to go through all of 
that. I had to take the good and 
the bad,” she ponders. “Come to 
think of it, if my marriage didn’t 
break up, I would have stayed in 
Ormoc and I would never have 
run for governor in Cebu.”

 The governor, now in her 
golden years, admits she has also 
come to a point in her life where 
she has stopped trying to please 
people. “It’s no longer a popularity 
thing for me. I will not go 
through that extra length to cut a 
ribbon here or there,” she quips. 
“These things don’t matter to 
me anymore. I just want to focus 
on what I think should be done. 
There’s a lot of work that needs to 
be done.”

 Her six years in congress 
has widened her perspective, she 
offers. It allowed her to establish 
a network of relationships that 
has made her realize an important 
part of the equation in Philippine 
politics. “Now I’ve realized 
that the local government can 
actually work together with the 
national government. I guess I’m 
a different person now,” she says, 
breaking into a smile.

 She tells us repeatedly she 
has no ambitions of running for 
higher office, and is just grateful 
for the faith that Cebuanos have 
generously bestowed on her. “For 
me, it’s just Cebu. Maybe I’ll be 
good for the next three years, then 
after that I’ll retire,” she says with 
a chuckle. 

 
 

I can go back to my law 
studies.’ And I won. 
On the year that my 
classmates took their 
oath as lawyers, I took 
my oath as governor,” 
she says. Gov. Gwen 
became the first woman 
governor of Cebu, 
following 23 male 
leaders.

 During her first 
nine years as governor, 
her administration 
focused on a 12-point 
agenda: infrastructure, 
water, power, health, 
education, agriculture 
and food production, 
women, children and 
the elderly, business, 
tourism, heritage 
and culture, and the 
environment. This later 
on became her 12-point 
plus two agenda of 
government, with 
the inclusion of an 
enhanced information 

and communication portfolio 
that showcases the Province of 
Cebu, and strong international 
relations aimed at creating 
beneficial linkages with the global 
community. She also staunchly 
fought against communist 
insurgency, human trafficking, 
and illegal drugs. 

 
A LOOK BACK AT HER LIFE

Our interview inevitably led 
to a retrospective of her life. 
It wasn’t all roses for her as 
governor, she tells us. For the 
most part, she had to take the 
thorns that come with it. She had 
to give up her dream of becoming 
a lawyer to pursue public service. 
She had to prove the skeptics 
wrong over her capacity to serve. 

Gov. Gwen Garcia’s Achievements:
l  First Woman Governor of the Province of 
Cebu (2004-2013, 2019-Present)
l Order of Lakandula (2007) 
Given by former Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
l Award of Gawad sa Kaunlaran (2011) 
Given by the Philippine Navy
l Outstanding Congressman Award 
(2016, 2017, 2018)
l Most Influential Filipina in the World (2018)  
Given by the Filipina Women’s Network  
l Grand Collar Given by sister province,              
St. Petersburg, Russia
l Richest Province in the Philippines – 
Cebu Province (2019, according to the 
Commission on Audit
l Seal of Good Housekeeping – 
Cebu Province (2011)
Given by former DILG Secretary Jesse Robredo
l Most Business-Friendly LGU – 
Cebu Province (2012)
Given by the Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

FOOD TRIP
 
LECHON
 
One cannot visit Cebu and not eat 
the famous lechon. Everyone goes 
after the crispy, flavorful skin, 
but some Cebuanos suggest going 
after the belly meat. They say all 
the flavors converge on that often 
ignored area. 
 
Where to go: House of Lechon and 
Rico’s Lechon
What to try: Lechon (Rico’s offers a 
spicy variety)
 

CHICHARON

For crispy, mouthwatering 
chicharon, head over to Carcar 
City, which is an hour away 
from Cebu City. You can eat 
the chicharon by itself or dip it 
in vinegar or pinakurat. If you’re 

planning to ship it home, make 
sure to request for a vacuum-sealed 
bag so that the chicharon stays 
extra crispy.
 
Where to go: Carcar City, Cebu
What to try: Mat-Mat Chicharon
 
PUSO RICE
 
More popularly known as “hanging 
rice,” puso is rice wrapped in 
coconut leaves and then boiled. 
Easy to eat especially if you’re on-
the-go, the coconut leaves wrapping 
the rice give it a mild aroma and 
flavor. Puso rice can be eaten 
alongside lechon, barbequed meats/
street foods, and other viands.
 
Where to go: Anywhere in Cebu
What to try: Puso Rice

 

WATER ADVENTURES
 
MALAPASCUA ISLAND
 
Stretches of white sand, crystal 
clear waters, and calming blue 
skies—heaven, indeed, is a place on 
Earth. Located on the northernmost 
tip of Cebu, Malapascua rose to 
fame in the early ‘90s as a dive 
destination. Tourists can relax on 
the beach, go scuba diving, or try 
shark watching.

MOALBOAL

The Sardine Run in Moalboal, 
Cebu is better than the Antarctic. 
Yes! Because what can possibly 
be better than seeing millions of 
sardines? Sardines are filter feeders; 
they stay close to the surface which 
allows you to swim and snorkel 
with them just a few meters from 
the shores of Panagsama Beach.
 

        #CEBUCKETLIST
Beyond its capital city, Cebu 
Province has so much to offer to 
tourists—no matter what kind 
of adventure you’re looking for. 
Not sure which road to take? 
Here’s a guide to help you out:
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Her victory at the polls was once 
marred with an election protest. 
She had to face a suspension and 
holed at the capitol. She had to 
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but I had to go through all of 
that. I had to take the good and 
the bad,” she ponders. “Come to 
think of it, if my marriage didn’t 
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Ormoc and I would never have 
run for governor in Cebu.”
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golden years, admits she has also 
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thing for me. I will not go 
through that extra length to cut a 
ribbon here or there,” she quips. 
“These things don’t matter to 
me anymore. I just want to focus 
on what I think should be done. 
There’s a lot of work that needs to 
be done.”

 Her six years in congress 
has widened her perspective, she 
offers. It allowed her to establish 
a network of relationships that 
has made her realize an important 
part of the equation in Philippine 
politics. “Now I’ve realized 
that the local government can 
actually work together with the 
national government. I guess I’m 
a different person now,” she says, 
breaking into a smile.

 She tells us repeatedly she 
has no ambitions of running for 
higher office, and is just grateful 
for the faith that Cebuanos have 
generously bestowed on her. “For 
me, it’s just Cebu. Maybe I’ll be 
good for the next three years, then 
after that I’ll retire,” she says with 
a chuckle. 

 
 

I can go back to my law 
studies.’ And I won. 
On the year that my 
classmates took their 
oath as lawyers, I took 
my oath as governor,” 
she says. Gov. Gwen 
became the first woman 
governor of Cebu, 
following 23 male 
leaders.

 During her first 
nine years as governor, 
her administration 
focused on a 12-point 
agenda: infrastructure, 
water, power, health, 
education, agriculture 
and food production, 
women, children and 
the elderly, business, 
tourism, heritage 
and culture, and the 
environment. This later 
on became her 12-point 
plus two agenda of 
government, with 
the inclusion of an 
enhanced information 

and communication portfolio 
that showcases the Province of 
Cebu, and strong international 
relations aimed at creating 
beneficial linkages with the global 
community. She also staunchly 
fought against communist 
insurgency, human trafficking, 
and illegal drugs. 

 
A LOOK BACK AT HER LIFE

Our interview inevitably led 
to a retrospective of her life. 
It wasn’t all roses for her as 
governor, she tells us. For the 
most part, she had to take the 
thorns that come with it. She had 
to give up her dream of becoming 
a lawyer to pursue public service. 
She had to prove the skeptics 
wrong over her capacity to serve. 
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l  First Woman Governor of the Province of 
Cebu (2004-2013, 2019-Present)
l Order of Lakandula (2007) 
Given by former Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
l Award of Gawad sa Kaunlaran (2011) 
Given by the Philippine Navy
l Outstanding Congressman Award 
(2016, 2017, 2018)
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Given by the Filipina Women’s Network  
l Grand Collar Given by sister province,              
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l Seal of Good Housekeeping – 
Cebu Province (2011)
Given by former DILG Secretary Jesse Robredo
l Most Business-Friendly LGU – 
Cebu Province (2012)
Given by the Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

FOOD TRIP
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One cannot visit Cebu and not eat 
the famous lechon. Everyone goes 
after the crispy, flavorful skin, 
but some Cebuanos suggest going 
after the belly meat. They say all 
the flavors converge on that often 
ignored area. 
 
Where to go: House of Lechon and 
Rico’s Lechon
What to try: Lechon (Rico’s offers a 
spicy variety)
 

CHICHARON

For crispy, mouthwatering 
chicharon, head over to Carcar 
City, which is an hour away 
from Cebu City. You can eat 
the chicharon by itself or dip it 
in vinegar or pinakurat. If you’re 

planning to ship it home, make 
sure to request for a vacuum-sealed 
bag so that the chicharon stays 
extra crispy.
 
Where to go: Carcar City, Cebu
What to try: Mat-Mat Chicharon
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More popularly known as “hanging 
rice,” puso is rice wrapped in 
coconut leaves and then boiled. 
Easy to eat especially if you’re on-
the-go, the coconut leaves wrapping 
the rice give it a mild aroma and 
flavor. Puso rice can be eaten 
alongside lechon, barbequed meats/
street foods, and other viands.
 
Where to go: Anywhere in Cebu
What to try: Puso Rice

 

WATER ADVENTURES
 
MALAPASCUA ISLAND
 
Stretches of white sand, crystal 
clear waters, and calming blue 
skies—heaven, indeed, is a place on 
Earth. Located on the northernmost 
tip of Cebu, Malapascua rose to 
fame in the early ‘90s as a dive 
destination. Tourists can relax on 
the beach, go scuba diving, or try 
shark watching.
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The Sardine Run in Moalboal, 
Cebu is better than the Antarctic. 
Yes! Because what can possibly 
be better than seeing millions of 
sardines? Sardines are filter feeders; 
they stay close to the surface which 
allows you to swim and snorkel 
with them just a few meters from 
the shores of Panagsama Beach.
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Beyond its capital city, Cebu 
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tourists—no matter what kind 
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Not sure which road to take? 
Here’s a guide to help you out:
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ALOGUINSAN
 
As with Cebu’s other breathtaking 
beaches, Hermit’s Cove in 
Aloguinsan boasts pristine, blue 
waters and white, powdery sand. 
However, before jumping into the 
waters, make sure to visit the Bojo 
River. The river cruise is relaxing 
and informative; guides will explain 
the various trees, mangroves, and 
even birds found along the river.
 
OSLOB
 
Tourists can swim near the 
whale sharks or butandings. Before 
swimming, guests are briefed on 
how to safely behave around the 
whale sharks. Everyone is advised 
to keep a safe distance and not 
touch, ride, or chase the sharks. 
Swimmers should also enter the 
water gently and not create a 
splash. Wearing sunscreen is also 
prohibited. The rules are easy 
enough to follow and the whale 
sharks are magnificent up close. 
  
HISTORY SEEKER
 
BOLJOON
 
More than 400 years old, the 
Church of Patrocinio de Maria in 
the Municipality of Boljoon is a 
national treasure. Looking up, the 
ceilings have intricate paintings and 
ahead, the towering retablo behind 
the altar holds seven statues of 
saints. However, the church pastor, 
Monsignor Arturo Navales, reveals 
that all of the statues are already 
replicas—some of the statues were 
stolen, while the other original 
statues are hidden from public 
view. 
 
The centuries-old church boasts 
a pseudo-baroque-rococo style 
and was declared a National 
Cultural Treasure by the National 
Museum of the Philippines. It 
was also declared as a National 
Historical Landmark by the 
National Historical Commission 
of the Philippines and is also 
under consideration to become a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Aside from the church, Boljoon 
is home to many other historical 
artifacts, structures, and markers.
 

FORT SAN PEDRO
 
The oldest triangular bastion 
fort in the Philippines was said 
to have been built in 1565 while 
some structures date back to 1738. 
It covers an area of 2,025 square 
meters and has stood the test of 
time which includes multiple wars 
and battles.
 
In 1968, plans to restore the 
fort began. The grueling, labor-
intensive work was completed by 
architect Leonardo Concepcion 
(who completed his MA in Building 
Restoration in Madrid, Spain). 
It was funded by the Board of 
Travel Industry (currently the 
Department of Tourism), Cebu City 
Government, and the Cebu Zonta 
Club.
 
MACTAN SHRINE
 
Everyone knows that Mactan 
Chieftain Lapu-Lapu defeated 
Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese 
explorer, in the Battle of Mactan. 
In honor of the Philippines’ first 
hero, a statue of Lapu-Lapu was 
erected on Punta Engaño, Mactan 
Island. Every April, a Kadaugan sa 
Mactan, or an annual reenactment of 
the battle, is held in the area.

EXTREME THRILLS
 
OSMEÑA PEAK
 
One of the highest points in Cebu, 
Osmeña Peak is also one of the 
easiest spots to trek. Once you reach 
the top, you are rewarded with a 
stunning panoramic view of cliffs, 
oceans, and maybe even the sunset.

ALEGRIA AND BADIAN

Are you a thrill-seeker looking for 
a real, heart-stopping adventure? 
The towns of Alegria and Badian 
in Cebu have cliffs famous for 
canyoneering. This activity will 
put your courage to the test as 
you jump off 30-foot high cliffs in 
Alegria into its cool waters, swim 
and rappel through Badian, and 
end up with a spectacular view of 
the Kawasan Falls.
 
MOUNT KAPAYAS OR 
LANTAWAN
 
Located in Catmon, this peak is 
the second highest in Cebu. To 
reach the top, adventurers will 
have to trek and rock climb. 
This is much more challenging 
than other trekking spots in the 
province. But the awe-inspiring 
view is sure to make up for all the 
sweat. Hikers are advised to start 
the trail early in the day to avoid 
extreme heat.
 
DAO FALLS
 
In order to reach the majestic 
falls, tourists have to wade through 
crystal blue waters for around half 
an hour. During this trek, you 
are surrounded by boulders and 
beautiful green flora. After wading 
through blue waters, walking on 
man-made staircases and walkways, 
you arrive at Dao Waterfalls. 
Around 40-50 meters high, the 
waterfalls pour down into a pool. 
Swimming in the pool after the 
trek is the best way to end the 
afternoon.

SPOTLIGHT

BUCKET OF 
GOODNESS
In a province dominated by the “Sutokil,” 
Bucket Shrimps stands out.

In Cebu, Sutokil is king—Sinugba (grilled), Tinola 
(soup), and Kinilaw (raw fish in vinegar). Sutokil 
has stood the test of time for a reason. But for 

Bucket Shrimps owner Chad Colmenares Regner, 
Cebu is craving for something new.

Bucket Shrimps started in 2013, and now, seven 
years later, has four different locations in the province 
of Cebu: Capitol (original branch), Tisa, Mactan 
Wharf, and Seaview. There are a couple of other 
branches outside of metro, but Chad reveals they are 
franchises. 

“There’s one in Bohol and Batangas. Davao 
was supposed to open, but they got caught in the 
pandemic,” Chad shares. He says they’re just waiting 
for travel restrictions to ease up before flying to Davao 
to train the staff. 

Now that Cebu is already open for tourists, Chad 
has managed to pull off the impossible—open a 
restaurant in the middle of a pandemic. While most 
businesses had to close down their operations entirely, 
Bucket Shrimps opened its Mactan Wharf branch. 

From a small business in the garage of Chad’s 
grandmother to a nationwide chain of restaurants, it’s 

safe to say that Bucket Shrimps has made it.
Chad confesses that he’s just as amazed, considering 

that Cebuanos are particular with their food. “What 
we’re offering is really simple,” he says. “Beach concept—
no aircon, no utensils. You just use your hands.” 

The star of the menu is the Seafood Bucket, which is 
literally buckets of shrimp, crab, scallops, and more.

But the secret (or not so secret) to their success, Chad 
reveals, is their sauce. “Nobody can follow my sauce. It’s 
not even a secret. My cajun is [imported] from the United 
States; I get a box every month. When it arrives, I tweak 
it and add a couple of things,” he says. Apart from the 
Cajun sauce, you can also try other sauces: garlic butter 
and bagoong curry. The restaurant also offers grilled 
liempo, chicken wings, sinigang, calamari, and pusit. 

Despite the odds, Bucket Shrimps has become one of 
the best restaurants in Cebu. In fact, it was named the 

22nd best restaurant 
in the Philippines 
by the Big 7 Travel 
website, and it 
has been featured 
by numerous 
celebrities. “It’s 
been seven years 
since we’ve started. 
And it’s been a 
really good ride for 
me,” Chad ends. 
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Aloguinsan boasts pristine, blue 
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to have been built in 1565 while 
some structures date back to 1738. 
It covers an area of 2,025 square 
meters and has stood the test of 
time which includes multiple wars 
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In 1968, plans to restore the 
fort began. The grueling, labor-
intensive work was completed by 
architect Leonardo Concepcion 
(who completed his MA in Building 
Restoration in Madrid, Spain). 
It was funded by the Board of 
Travel Industry (currently the 
Department of Tourism), Cebu City 
Government, and the Cebu Zonta 
Club.
 
MACTAN SHRINE
 
Everyone knows that Mactan 
Chieftain Lapu-Lapu defeated 
Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese 
explorer, in the Battle of Mactan. 
In honor of the Philippines’ first 
hero, a statue of Lapu-Lapu was 
erected on Punta Engaño, Mactan 
Island. Every April, a Kadaugan sa 
Mactan, or an annual reenactment of 
the battle, is held in the area.

EXTREME THRILLS
 
OSMEÑA PEAK
 
One of the highest points in Cebu, 
Osmeña Peak is also one of the 
easiest spots to trek. Once you reach 
the top, you are rewarded with a 
stunning panoramic view of cliffs, 
oceans, and maybe even the sunset.

ALEGRIA AND BADIAN

Are you a thrill-seeker looking for 
a real, heart-stopping adventure? 
The towns of Alegria and Badian 
in Cebu have cliffs famous for 
canyoneering. This activity will 
put your courage to the test as 
you jump off 30-foot high cliffs in 
Alegria into its cool waters, swim 
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In order to reach the majestic 
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SPOTLIGHT

BUCKET OF 
GOODNESS
In a province dominated by the “Sutokil,” 
Bucket Shrimps stands out.

In Cebu, Sutokil is king—Sinugba (grilled), Tinola 
(soup), and Kinilaw (raw fish in vinegar). Sutokil 
has stood the test of time for a reason. But for 

Bucket Shrimps owner Chad Colmenares Regner, 
Cebu is craving for something new.

Bucket Shrimps started in 2013, and now, seven 
years later, has four different locations in the province 
of Cebu: Capitol (original branch), Tisa, Mactan 
Wharf, and Seaview. There are a couple of other 
branches outside of metro, but Chad reveals they are 
franchises. 

“There’s one in Bohol and Batangas. Davao 
was supposed to open, but they got caught in the 
pandemic,” Chad shares. He says they’re just waiting 
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businesses had to close down their operations entirely, 
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From a small business in the garage of Chad’s 
grandmother to a nationwide chain of restaurants, it’s 

safe to say that Bucket Shrimps has made it.
Chad confesses that he’s just as amazed, considering 

that Cebuanos are particular with their food. “What 
we’re offering is really simple,” he says. “Beach concept—
no aircon, no utensils. You just use your hands.” 

The star of the menu is the Seafood Bucket, which is 
literally buckets of shrimp, crab, scallops, and more.

But the secret (or not so secret) to their success, Chad 
reveals, is their sauce. “Nobody can follow my sauce. It’s 
not even a secret. My cajun is [imported] from the United 
States; I get a box every month. When it arrives, I tweak 
it and add a couple of things,” he says. Apart from the 
Cajun sauce, you can also try other sauces: garlic butter 
and bagoong curry. The restaurant also offers grilled 
liempo, chicken wings, sinigang, calamari, and pusit. 

Despite the odds, Bucket Shrimps has become one of 
the best restaurants in Cebu. In fact, it was named the 

22nd best restaurant 
in the Philippines 
by the Big 7 Travel 
website, and it 
has been featured 
by numerous 
celebrities. “It’s 
been seven years 
since we’ve started. 
And it’s been a 
really good ride for 
me,” Chad ends. 
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In a speech he delivered 
via a video message at the 
United Nations (UN) on 
September 23, 2020, President 
Rodrigo Duterte called on 

world leaders to strengthen their 
commitment to the Paris Agreement 
to fight the continuing crisis caused by 
climate change with the same urgency 
as their approach to the COVID-19 
pandemic. He noted that the ravages of 
this problem have “worsened existing 
inequalities and vulnerabilities within 
and between nations.” While it is a 
more than welcome call, his message 
was criticized by environmental groups 
in the Philippines as hypocritical. As 
one group noted, Duterte needed to 
“walk the talk.” 

CLIMATE  
CHANGE
POLITICS 
IN THE 
PHILIPPINES
BY HERMAN JOSEPH S. KRAFT

 
The knock on the Duterte Administration is the seeming 

lack of consistency between its supposed support for global 
norms promoting the protection of the environment, and the 
absence of action that follows it. President Duterte signed 
the Paris Agreement on Climate Change on March 1, 2017. 
Prior to this, however, President Duterte had been very vocal 
about his misgivings regarding participating in such a global 
project. He pointed out that unless the larger, more advanced 
countries signed on to it and took their commitments under 
the Agreement seriously, it would only lead to smaller, less 
developed countries being disadvantaged in the long run. 

ACTION FOR CLIMATE CHANGE
 The Paris Agreement is a component part of the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). It deals with measures on the mitigation and 
adaptation of greenhouse gas emissions, and the commitments 
to finance such measures. The 196 members of the UNFCCC 
had signed the Paris Agreement in February 2020. The 
principal objective of the Agreement is to keep the increase 
in the global average temperature to below two degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial levels. Signatories to the Paris 
Agreement have committed themselves to undertake measures 
to try to limit the increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius as this would 
significantly reduce the risks and impact of climate change. 

There is, however, little time to waste. Measures to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions have to be adopted as soon as 
possible, as well as to increase the ability of signatories to 
adapt to the adverse impacts of climate change. Recognizing 
the obvious climate changes taking place as indicated by the 
increasing frequency of extreme weather events experienced by 
the Philippines, the country’s delegation had been very active 
in working to have the 1.5 degree climate goal adopted. 

CLIMATE  
CHANGE
POLITICS 
IN THE 
PHILIPPINES

 The warning issued by 
President Duterte is definitely 
not without basis. In 2017, 
US President Donald Trump 
announced his intention to 
withdraw the United States from 
the Paris Agreement. This was 
in keeping with his populist 
politics that caters to a base that 
is strongly inclined to disbelieve 
anthropogenic climate change, or 
human-activity influenced climate 
change. Under the terms of the 
Agreement, the earliest effective 
date when the US can withdraw 
from it is November 2020, a few 
months before the end of President 
Trump’s first term. Whether or not 
he gets a second term, however, the 
Trump Administration has already 
taken steps that have instituted 
and put into place changes in 
the policies of the United States 
that are contrary to the Paris 
Agreement. 

 The grudging way that 
President Duterte had seemingly 
acceded to the recommendations 
of his Cabinet and close advisers 
seemed to point to how much 
priority this issue would be given. 

It also illustrates how much climate 
change politics in the Philippines, 
and even more broadly the 
politics of the environment in the 
Philippines, is largely dependent 
on how much attention is given 
to it by the President. Not even 
his Administration, but by the 
President. It fully reflects how 
much politics in the country is a 
matter of the personalities involved, 
with the President being the 
biggest personality of them all. 

 In countries where climate 
change and environmental issues 
have gained traction, there is 
a strong institutional base that 
made sure that these issues were 
mainstreamed and kept in the 
mainstream of local and national 
politics. 

THE GREEN AGENDA
The Green Movement in Europe 

had given way to the emergence of 
the Green Party across the different 
countries of Europe. An inchoate 
social movement (which could 
trace its origins to the anti-nuclear 
weapons movement of the ’80s) 
had become more institutionalized, 

and now had an organizational base 
from which to keep environmental 
issues part of the public political 
discourse. And climate change had 
given them a common platform that 
cut across regional and national 
divides, as well as the variety of 
issues that had their roots in the 
environment. The importance of 
a political party that contested 
political power on the basis of a 
“Save the Environment” message 
ensured that local and national 
politics could not ignore these 
issues, and that the party cannot be 
underestimated.

 In the Philippines, there is 
a vocal environmental movement 
with even internationally recognized 
champions. Sen. Loren Legarda, for 
instance, is a UN Global Champion 
for Resilience. The groups associated 
with this movement have been the 
ones who have called out President 
Duterte on his lack of action on 
the country’s commitments under 
the Paris Agreement. One area 
where the Administration has 
been criticized is the false sense of 
achievement it has promoted about 
its policies on the environment. 

ILLUSTRATION BY LUCIANO RAMIREZ
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Duterte’s 2020 State of the 
Nation Address (SONA), the 
principal mention about the 
environment revolved around 
the Boracay clean-up that was 
conducted in 2018, and the slow 
opening up to tourism it entailed. 
While arguably necessary for the 
health of the island, its economy, 
and its people, this hardly counts 
as a credible poster-project of 
the Administration’s touted 
prioritization of the environment. 

 On the other hand, the 
Administration was censured 
for its lack of action on the 
implementation of the Clean Air 
Act and other laws that promote 
the use of renewable energy. In 
particular, the Administration’s 
continued emphasis on the use 
of coal-fired power plants was 
emphasized by Duterte’s critics 
from the environmental movement. 
Instead of taking steps to at least 
reduce dependence on coal-fired 
power plants and institute changes 
that would promote the use of 
renewable energy, the building 
of more of these coal-fired power 
plants is in the pipeline. There 

were expectations of announcements 
of divestment from coal in the 
SONA, which unfortunately did not 
happen. 

NATIONAL PRIORITIES
During the pandemic, as rare as 

they were, there was an unforeseen 
positive impact of the lockdown in 
the reduction of carbon emissions 
due to the ban on travel. Metro 
Manila saw a clearing up of its 
skies and an improvement in its 
air quality. Very little was done, 
however, to take advantage of this 
situation and adopt policy that 
would build on this unlooked 
for benefit of the community 
quarantine. As the Metro opens 
up, so too does its carbon emission 
indicators go up.    

 It could be argued that 
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
distracted the Administration 
from its political programs. The 
implication being that if not for the 
pandemic, the country would have 
seen the Duterte Administration 
implementing more measures 
to strengthen environmental 
protection. This is belied by other 
areas where the environment has 
taken second-place in choices made 
by the Duterte Administration. The 
reversal of policies on restricting 
mining in favor of using it as one 
of the platforms for economic 
recovery illustrates the continuing 
impediments to the advancement 
of policies that favor environmental 
protection. The zero-sum calculation 
presented in the dichotomy 
between economic interests and 
the protection of the environment 
will always favor those who argue 
in favor of populist (jobs) and 
commercial interests. Yet again, 
these choices show how important 
the country’s commitments to the 
Paris Agreement are to the Duterte 
Administration. 

Poor oversight in the 
implementation of these policies 

has also had more unintended 
consequences. In the aftermath of 
Typhoon Goni’s passage through 
Albay in November 2020, soil and 
rocks loosened by quarrying along 
the slopes of Mayon had become 
the material for the lahar mudslide 
that rendered a number of barangays 
along its path uninhabitable. Over 
the long term, mining and quarrying 
operations, which have been allowed 
to go on despite opposition from 
environmental groups, contributes 
to the country’s vulnerability to the 
effects of climate change. This has 
resulted in soil erosion, land and 
water contamination, flooding caused 
by deforestation, and reduction of 
biodiversity.

 Again the issue here is not 
the Duterte Administration 
alone. It is the lack of sustained 
involvement in the public discourse 
of environmental issues, particularly 
of climate change. Perhaps the 
lesson to be taken from the 
experience of Europe is the need 
for environmental groups in the 
Philippines to organize themselves 
into a political party willing to 
contest political office. There are 
political parties that have included 
the environment as one of their 
platforms. This becomes problematic, 
however, when faced with stark 
choices and wherein choices in favor 
of the environment come out second 
best. There are political parties 
such as the Makakalikasan Party, a 
political party not registered with 
the Commission on Elections, but 
which has for its platform a 15-point 
Green Agenda. It might be time for 
environment advocates to dive into 
the murky depths of Philippine 
politics to ensure that their agenda 
gets mainstreamed and becomes 
part of the public’s discourse on the 
common good. 

Again the issue here 
is not the Duterte 
Administration 
alone. It is the lack of 
sustained involvement 
in the public discourse 
of environmental 
issues, particularly of 
climate change.

Herman Joseph S. Kraft is a Professor of 
Political Science and currently the Chair 
of the Department of Political Science at 
the University of the Philippines in Diliman. 

Address:  M. Yap Street, Kamputhaw Cebu City, Cebu Philippines
Email address : mcareservation@gmail.com

Telephone No. (032)345 1713; Mobile No. 0999 733 0552
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Again the issue here 
is not the Duterte 
Administration 
alone. It is the lack of 
sustained involvement 
in the public discourse 
of environmental 
issues, particularly of 
climate change.

Herman Joseph S. Kraft is a Professor of 
Political Science and currently the Chair 
of the Department of Political Science at 
the University of the Philippines in Diliman. 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP) Deputy Executive Secretary Kaveh Zahedi gives a sober 

assessment of the Asia Pacific Region’s environmental progress 

1.  How does the environment affect the 
socio-economic progress of a country, 
especially in the Asia-Pacific region, 
and vice-versa?

 Our experience from the Asia-Pacific region 
has shown that a singular focus on economic 
growth will not deliver inclusive, resilient, 
or sustainable development. Environmental 
contamination and destruction will undermine 
development, as has been demonstrated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and will more often than 
not disproportionately impact the most vulnerable 
socio-economic sectors. 

Take air pollution, for example. If countries 
tackle the widespread air pollution crisis, some 7% 
of the GDP from welfare loss will be saved, while 

INTERVIEW BY HELEN HERNANE

THE 
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OF 

10 QUESTIONS

McKinsey & Company, a global management consulting firm, released a report on climate 
risk and response in Asia. With millions living in coastal areas, Asia is severely affected 
by climate change. The report indicated that by 2050, some parts of Asia may experience 

an increase in average temperatures, fatal heat waves, unpredictable precipitations, water supply 
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preventing the increase in premature deaths from 
air pollution.  

In the same thread, without ending poverty, 
curbing inequality, and addressing social needs, 
people will remain vulnerable to disasters and 
shocks. In Asia-Pacific, low levels of social 
protection mean that 60% of the region’s population 
has no protection if they become sick, develop a 
disability, or become unemployed, pregnant, or old.  
This is a vulnerability that was exposed clearly as a 
result of COVID-19.

With the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
the world has moved away from the false separations 
in development. Sustainability, inclusivity, and 
resilience are intertwined and are necessary for 
successful economic progress in the long run.  

“Delayed climate 
action will cost us 
vastly more each 
year in terms of lost 
lives and livelihoods, 
crippled businesses, and 
damaged economies. The 
highest cost is the cost 
of doing nothing.” 

2. In the Asia-Pacific region, which countries are making 
significant progress in terms of environment and sustainable 
development? What makes them successful?

 Each year ESCAP assesses the progress of implementation of the 17 
SDGs. From that assessment, it is clear that Asia-Pacific as a whole is 
behind on its environment-related goals and targets. While the region has 
made strong progress on some SDGs, such as poverty reduction (Goal 1) 
and achieving quality education (Goal 4), it has regressed in promoting 
responsible consumption and production (Goal 12) and climate action (Goal 
13)—both of which are environment-related goals.

 We can see that the Pacific countries have shown leadership on 
stronger action to tackle climate change. The recent announcement from 
the President of China regarding peak emissions by 2030 and carbon 
neutrality by 2060 is also a source of real hope. The Republic of Korea’s 
Green New Deal also points to the possibility of building back better. The 
indispensable ingredient for success is political will and leadership.

 
3.  According to the Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 
2020, the region reports poor performance on most of the 
measurable environmental targets of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. What are the reasons behind the 
region’s poor performance?

 It is correct to say that the region is not yet on track in terms of 
environmental stewardship. If we dig deeper into the data, a few patterns  
emerge.

 For example, under climate action (Goal 13), the region’s continued 
dependence on fossil fuels and decreasing share of renewable energy in the 
energy mix play a major role in the increasing greenhouse gas emissions 
(GGEs). The overall share of renewables decreased between 1990 and 
2017, from 17% to 12%, while the share of fossil fuels in the energy mix 
increased from 80% to 85%.

 At the same time, the increasing frequency and severity of natural 
disasters linked to climate change are undermining development and 
hard-won development gains. Each year, the region incurs an average loss 
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of US$675 billion, 2.4% of total regional GDP, to 
climate-induced disasters. Our analysis identified the 
Philippines as one of the 10 countries in the region 
incurring the largest annual loss to climate-induced 
disasters, with 75.8% of population living in high 
multi-hazard-risk areas.

 Under responsible consumption and production 
(Goal 12), the region is still investing in the brown 
economy of the past rather than the green economy. 
Fossil fuel subsidies still outweigh investments in 
renewable energy by nearly US$100 billion in a year. 
In addition, domestic material consumption and 
carbon emissions grew at a faster pace than GDP 
expansion between 2000 and 2019. Improving energy 
and efficiency of material resources of only 1% in Asia 
Pacific could generate approximately US$275 billion 
worth of savings in terms of resource costs, an amount 
equal to 51% of the FDI (Foreign Direct investment) 
inflows to the region in 2017.

 
4. What can the Asia-Pacific countries do 
to improve their performance and meet 
environmental targets?

 Aligning finance and investments with the 
ambitions of the SDG is a critical step. Our analysis 
estimates that developing economies in the region will 
need an annual additional investment of $1.5 trillion, 
equivalent to 5% of the region’s GDP in 2018, to 
achieve the 17 SDGs by 2030. Within this investment, 
$590 billion per year will be needed to invest in clean 
energy, climate change, and environmental protection. 
This ambition will be affordable with sound tax policy, 
efficient public spending, and private sector engagement.

 Ending fossil fuel subsidies will provide the 
fiscal space for green investments and increased 
social protection. Ending all investments in coal will 
safeguard not just the commitments under the Paris 
Agreement, but also mitigate countries being left with 
stranded assets and debt they can ill afford. Addressing 
air pollution and transforming our cities with clean, 
energy-efficient, and climate-neutral infrastructure and 
transport will bring immeasurable health and welfare 
benefits and create millions of jobs.
 
5. What can ordinary citizens do to help?

The bulk of the responsibility to achieve the SDGs 
and to make the investments needed to move economies 
towards sustainability must come from governments and 
businesses with the right green policies and investments. 
So, our first lever for change is to ensure governments 

“So, our first lever for change 
is to ensure governments and 
businesses share our concerns 
about climate change, air pollution, 
environmental degradation, and 
sustainable development.” 

and businesses share our concerns about climate change, 
air pollution, environmental degradation, and sustainable 
development. 

Each of us can also be part of the solution in other practical 
ways. Our daily choices make a difference. These include 
using public transport and not cars, buying from local shops 
and local food to reduce the carbon footprint of our shopping, 
and driving behavior change in our communities. At ESCAP, 
for example, we have banned all single-use plastics from our 
headquarters building in Bangkok two years ago and are now 
working to reduce our waste. If this was replicated in every 
office building, school, and shopping centre, can you imagine 
the impact?

6. Are individual efforts such as using eco-friendly 
products, adopting a vegan diet, planting vegetables/
herbs at home, actually affecting any real change in 
the global state of climate and environment?

The emergence of eco-friendly products and green lifestyle 
are definitely giving us hope in our fight against climate 
change and for a healthy environment.

Let’s take the example of plastic bags. A report last year by 
an NGO in the Philippines suggested that 48 million shopping 
bags are used every day. Disposed plastics are most likely to end 
up in landfills or in the oceans, threatening the lives of marine 
animals. Millions of plastic end up in the food chain and our 
meals.

Our daily decisions will make a difference in this plastic 
crisis. This includes bringing your own bag when shopping, 
refusing plastic utensils, and using a refillable water bottle 
and coffee cup. If these efforts are multiplied by the millions, 
oceans will be cleaner, marine lives will be safer, and our food 
system will be healthier. This can also encourage companies to 
explore more sustainable packaging and business models.

In Southeast Asia, more national and local governments are 
implementing bans on single-use plastics. The wheels of change 
are turning. They will need responsible actions by individuals 
to accelerate.

7. How much has the COVID-19 pandemic affected 
the environmental progress of the Asia-Pacific 
region?

Our analysis suggested that the months of COVID-19 
lockdown have given the environment some breathing space. As 
economic activities ground to a halt, many of our cities enjoyed 
a few months of cleaner air. Yet this improvement will only be 
short-lived unless we take this opportunity to build back better.  

Greenhouse gas emission will continue to rise if post-
COVID investments continue to flow into fossil fuels. Our 
cities will continue to be shrouded with smog if a green, smart, 
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and energy-efficient transport system is not put in place. 
Recently the UN Secretary General has identified four 
entry points for Southeast Asia to build back better from 
COVID. Central to the new pathway is to tackle inequality, 
bridge the digital divide, ensure a green recovery, and 
uphold human rights and good governance practices.

8. What is blue recovery/economy? Why is it 
important and what can countries do to achieve 
it?

While there is no universally agreed definition of the 
“blue economy,” it is often referred to as the sustainable 
use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved 
livelihoods, and jobs, while preserving the health of the 
ocean.

The oceans are vital sources of livelihood, not to 
mention sources of food, in Asia and the Pacific. Yet 
the physical health of the ocean is degrading rapidly. 
Unsustainable economic activities, such as overfishing, 
plastic pollution, and greenhouse gas emission, are causing 
significant damage to the oceans and marine resources. 
The implementation of a blue economy will be key to curb 
this worrying trend.

In Asia and the Pacific, countries have started to take 
note of this development. At ESCAP’s 76th Commission 
session this year, our member states chose oceans as a 
topic for discussion. Notably, countries have agreed to 

“We must urgently put in place 
measures to strengthen resilience and 
cut greenhouse gas emissions to limit 
global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees.”

redouble efforts to reduce marine pollution, improve 
ocean data and statistics, support sustainable maritime 
connectivity, and boost public-private and civil society 
partnerships in the sustainable management of the 
oceans. This gives us an agenda of actions to move 
forward on a blue economy trajectory.

9. Environmental protection is still under-
funded and lacks attention in many countries 
like the Philippines. What should we do to 
push people and countries to move in the right 
direction?

Awareness about our planet, including the impacts 
of a changing climate, is greater now than ever before. 
The science is clear: most of the technologies are 
available, and the economics favors sustainability. 
Climate action could trigger $26 trillion in economic 
benefits by 2030, create more than 65 million new jobs, 
and avoid 700,000 premature deaths from air pollution.

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented 
governments with an unprecedented opportunity 
for green, equitable stimulus packages that steer 
investments towards energy-efficient and zero-
energy buildings, improved and greener public 
transport systems, inclusive ICT (Information and 
Communications Technology) that leaves no one 
behind, and climate neutrality across transport and 
industry.
 
10. Is it too late to save the environment or to 
reverse climate change?

We are clearer now than ever before about the 
consequences of our actions and our inaction. The UN 
Secretary General summarized it well when he said: 
“Delayed climate action will cost us vastly more each 
year in terms of lost lives and livelihoods, crippled 
businesses, and damaged economies. The highest cost 
is the cost of doing nothing. We must urgently put 
in place measures to strengthen resilience and cut 
greenhouse gas emissions to limit global temperature 
rise to 1.5 degrees. Technology is on our side. So, 
increasingly, is public opinion, especially the voice of 
young people. Many cities and businesses are taking 
action. But we still lack the necessary political will in 
many parts of the world.”

The twin crises of COVID-19 and climate change 
are defining the start of this new decade. At this 
crossroads, we have a window of opportunity to steer 
our world on a different path, one that takes us to a 
greener, more inclusive, and prosperous future. 

 

 



                   LEAGUE   59    

and energy-efficient transport system is not put in place. 
Recently the UN Secretary General has identified four 
entry points for Southeast Asia to build back better from 
COVID. Central to the new pathway is to tackle inequality, 
bridge the digital divide, ensure a green recovery, and 
uphold human rights and good governance practices.

8. What is blue recovery/economy? Why is it 
important and what can countries do to achieve 
it?

While there is no universally agreed definition of the 
“blue economy,” it is often referred to as the sustainable 
use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved 
livelihoods, and jobs, while preserving the health of the 
ocean.

The oceans are vital sources of livelihood, not to 
mention sources of food, in Asia and the Pacific. Yet 
the physical health of the ocean is degrading rapidly. 
Unsustainable economic activities, such as overfishing, 
plastic pollution, and greenhouse gas emission, are causing 
significant damage to the oceans and marine resources. 
The implementation of a blue economy will be key to curb 
this worrying trend.

In Asia and the Pacific, countries have started to take 
note of this development. At ESCAP’s 76th Commission 
session this year, our member states chose oceans as a 
topic for discussion. Notably, countries have agreed to 

“We must urgently put in place 
measures to strengthen resilience and 
cut greenhouse gas emissions to limit 
global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees.”

redouble efforts to reduce marine pollution, improve 
ocean data and statistics, support sustainable maritime 
connectivity, and boost public-private and civil society 
partnerships in the sustainable management of the 
oceans. This gives us an agenda of actions to move 
forward on a blue economy trajectory.

9. Environmental protection is still under-
funded and lacks attention in many countries 
like the Philippines. What should we do to 
push people and countries to move in the right 
direction?

Awareness about our planet, including the impacts 
of a changing climate, is greater now than ever before. 
The science is clear: most of the technologies are 
available, and the economics favors sustainability. 
Climate action could trigger $26 trillion in economic 
benefits by 2030, create more than 65 million new jobs, 
and avoid 700,000 premature deaths from air pollution.

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented 
governments with an unprecedented opportunity 
for green, equitable stimulus packages that steer 
investments towards energy-efficient and zero-
energy buildings, improved and greener public 
transport systems, inclusive ICT (Information and 
Communications Technology) that leaves no one 
behind, and climate neutrality across transport and 
industry.
 
10. Is it too late to save the environment or to 
reverse climate change?

We are clearer now than ever before about the 
consequences of our actions and our inaction. The UN 
Secretary General summarized it well when he said: 
“Delayed climate action will cost us vastly more each 
year in terms of lost lives and livelihoods, crippled 
businesses, and damaged economies. The highest cost 
is the cost of doing nothing. We must urgently put 
in place measures to strengthen resilience and cut 
greenhouse gas emissions to limit global temperature 
rise to 1.5 degrees. Technology is on our side. So, 
increasingly, is public opinion, especially the voice of 
young people. Many cities and businesses are taking 
action. But we still lack the necessary political will in 
many parts of the world.”

The twin crises of COVID-19 and climate change 
are defining the start of this new decade. At this 
crossroads, we have a window of opportunity to steer 
our world on a different path, one that takes us to a 
greener, more inclusive, and prosperous future. 

 

 



60   LEAGUE 

Disasters are inevitable occurrences, whether these are natural or 
man-made. Such phenomena happen in the Philippines more 
often than in the other parts of the world due to its location 

within the Pacific Ring of Fire. Thus, disaster risk reduction and 
management is of high importance—one that the Philippine government 
puts great attention to.

 Frontlining in this disaster protection task is the Office of Civil 
Defense (OCD) administrator and National Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Council (NDRRMC) executive director Undersecretary 
Ricardo B. Jalad. As the orchestrator of the overall interagency 
coordination, he brings decades of experience, having been trained in the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP).
 

BUILDING A 
CULTURE OF 
PREPAREDNESS
Usec. Ricardo B. Jalad of OCD and NDRRMC believes in the 
power of preparing ahead—and cultivating the culture of 
disaster risk reduction in every single way
BY MARIEL ABANES
PHOTOGRAPHY BY IVAN LLANETA

A NATURAL TRANSITION
“I was thrust in this position 

by President [Duterte] a few days 
before he formally assumed his 
seat,” Usec. Jalad shares of how 
he came to the position some 
four years ago. After the former 
Brigadier General of the AFP 
retired from his military duties 
in 2015, he dedicated his time to 
helping President Rodrigo Duterte 
during the elections.

 “My motivation then was really 
to have somebody from Mindanao 
as president,” he explains. “I did 
not expect to be appointed to help 
him. In fact, towards the end of the 
campaign period, I was able to find 
another job, but I wasn’t able to 
assume the position because I was 
prepared to finish the campaign 
period.”

 A few words from the President 
ultimately convinced him to take 
the Undersecretary post. “You 
helped me get elected, now help 
me run this government,” is both 

a request and a gesture of trust. 
So he said yes—and fast forward 
to present, Usec. Jalad leads his 
operations smoothly and efficiently.

 He admits that he had to 
adjust when he first assumed the 
post, as he wasn’t used to handling 
civilians. “The military has a 
different culture than a civilian 
sector,” the Undersecretary points 
out. However, the mindset of 
having a central direction and 
following the chain of command, 
which Usec. Jalad took to heart 
from the military and to his present 
job, made the shift less challenging.

Usec. Jalad shares how, back 
when he was wearing the soldier 
uniform, his exposure to disaster 
response is limited to humanitarian 
assistance. Now, the  OCD chief 
aims to approach every undertaking 
in a holistic way. He realizes the 
significance of a comprehensive 
actionable plan when it comes to 
providing solutions, like investing 
more on prevention.  

The role of the coordinator might 
sound like an easy job, but when 
you’re handling several agencies that 
need to work seamlessly together 
especially when disasters strike, 
fulfilling it is not a simple feat. To 
assure the resolution of all issues 
concerned, the Undersecretary 
doesn’t shy away from doing the 
groundwork himself. 

 A hands-on chief, he is seen at 
the frontlines during operations to 
provide leadership and support to 
regional counterparts. His people 
describe him as down-to-earth and 
humble, an operations head who 
knows everyone by the name and 
is genuinely concerned for their 
welfare.

Under Usec. Jalad, OCD and 
NDRRMC’s affairs run effectively. 
“Mission-oriented ako. I live to 
accomplish my mission,” he says. 
“But nando’n din ‘yung soft side. We 
cannot accomplish the mission kung 
hindi natin inaalagaan ang ating mga tao. 
So dapat, balanced.”
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you’re handling several agencies that 
need to work seamlessly together 
especially when disasters strike, 
fulfilling it is not a simple feat. To 
assure the resolution of all issues 
concerned, the Undersecretary 
doesn’t shy away from doing the 
groundwork himself. 

 A hands-on chief, he is seen at 
the frontlines during operations to 
provide leadership and support to 
regional counterparts. His people 
describe him as down-to-earth and 
humble, an operations head who 
knows everyone by the name and 
is genuinely concerned for their 
welfare.

Under Usec. Jalad, OCD and 
NDRRMC’s affairs run effectively. 
“Mission-oriented ako. I live to 
accomplish my mission,” he says. 
“But nando’n din ‘yung soft side. We 
cannot accomplish the mission kung 
hindi natin inaalagaan ang ating mga tao. 
So dapat, balanced.”
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RESPONSE, RECOVERY, 
REHABILITATION

Since his appointment, 
Usec. Jalad and his team have 
encountered several major disasters, 
including typhoons Ferdie and 
Lawin in 2016; Ompong, Usman, 
and Rosita in 2018; and Tisoy and 
Ursula in 2019. The past four years 
also witnessed the Marawi Siege in 
2017, a series of earthquakes in the 
areas of Tulunan, North Cotabato 
in 2019, and the Taal Volcano 
eruption early this year, before the 
pandemic took place. 

 When it comes to preparation, 
the office is increasing the existing 
measures to better improve the 
preparations should another 
disaster occur, especially with the 
ongoing  pandemic being taken into 

consideration. After all, they aim 
to avoid casualties brought upon by 
both disasters and the contagious 
virus. 

 Just recently, the NDRRMC 
issued multiple memos outlining 
preparedness measures during the 
rainy season; updating contingency 
and public service continuity plans, 
and interim guidelines on the 
virtual Nationwide Simultaneous 
Earthquake Drill. The agency is 
also conducting a series of Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Management 
(DRRM) webinars through the 
official OCD online platforms to 
educate the public. NDRRMC, 
through OCD, is also set to hold 
a blended training program for 
DRRM officers to advance their 
capacities.

 “Every individual’s participation 
in disaster preparedness is crucial 
in our national effort towards 
the building of disaster-resilient 
communities. I encourage everyone 
to engage in DRRM programs and 
activities and to educate themselves 
and practice appropriate 
preparedness measures”

  In September, NDRRMC 
through OCD launched the Public 
Service Continuity Plan (PSCP) 
Guidebook to guide government 
offices in the formulation of 
their PSCP. Simulation exercises 
(SIMEX) were also held with 
the participation of high-ranking 
government officials, which 
focused on the occurrence of the 
magnitude 7.2 earthquake—or 
what is commonly known as “The 
Big One”—and another on the 
Taal Volcano eruption worst case 
scenario.

 Still part of their preparedness 
efforts, NDRRMC also has 
contingency plans for the National 
Disaster Response Plans (NDRP), 
Greater Metropolitan Manila 
Earthquake Impact Reduction 

Study, and the Harmonized 
Contingency Plan for the 
Magnitude 7.2 Earthquake in 
Metro Manila. Moreover, Pre-
Disaster Risk Assessment meetings 
are held to discuss possible effects 
of a typhoon.

 In response to the recent 
earthquakes in the Southern part 
of the country, NDRRMC is quick 
to release advisories and message 
alerts, as well as conduct close 
monitoring of the affected areas 
through the Regional Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Management 
Councils (RDRRMC). They also 
organized a massive relief operation 
to send needed supplies, such as 
tents, food packs, mobile water 
treatment facilities, and hygiene 
kits to the affected areas through 
the pooling of resources and 
organization of logistics support. 

 Meanwhile, should a quake 
occur, NDRRMC has all the bases 
covered. The office takes advantage 
of modern technology to assist them 
in every way—from the regular 
text alerts to advanced monitoring 

in their Operations Center which 
facilitates the coordination flow, 
warning dissemination, and other 
mechanisms crucial in response and 
recovery. 

 They rely on the expertise of 
other agencies, too, to fulfill the 
needed tasks should the occasion 
arise. For instance, the Department 
of Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) is in-charge of ensuring 
enough family food packs supply, 
while the Department of Health 
(DOH) is tasked to provide basic 
medicines and health services in 
evacuation centers.

 When it comes to flood control 
measures, especially in Metro 
Manila, they work hand-in-hand 
with the Department of Public 
Works and Highways (DPWH), 
the Metro Manila Development 
Authority (MMDA), and other 
relevant agencies and LGUs. The 
center of the country has been 
suffering from rising water level 
the past decades, and NDRRMC 
would like to see to it that these 
issues are properly addressed. They 

have certainly learned from their 
experience during Typhoon Ondoy 
in 2009. Aside from the sewage 
rehabilitation projects, they have 
also carried out waterway easement 
projects in the Pasig and Marikina 
rivers. They have likewise worked 
with the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government (DILG) 
for relocation of those living in 
vulnerable areas as well as the regular 
cleaning and clearing operations of 
drainages.

 
THE PRESENT COURSE

The COVID-19 further added 
to the country’s pressing concerns. 
Of course, the teams in OCD and 
NDRRMC are required to tackle this 
issue as well.

 The office values transparency 
in the management of donations.  
Thus they created a donation tracker 
found on their website. There were 
also improvements in developing 
rehabilitation and recovery plans, 
in which the processes have been 
streamlined and the coordination 
to assist LGUs and line-agencies 
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strengthened. The continuing capacity 
building efforts are being taken care of 
through the migration of activities to online 
platforms.

 Did you get any of those disaster alerts 
during calamities? Usec. Jalad’s office was 
also responsible for those. Meanwhile, 
over 100 dedicated evacuation centers 
across the country have been built and 
are now being used by our kababayans in 
times of emergency; some are being used as 
COVID-19 facilities

 Despite all these efforts, though, Usec. 
Jalad stresses the importance of everyone’s 
participation in disaster preparedness 
in order to build disaster-resilient 
communities. “Encourage everyone to 
continuously engage in DRRM programs 
and activities and to educate themselves 
and practice appropriate preparedness 
measures,” he urges everyone.

 “In this time of the pandemic, it is 
also essential that we follow all the health 
protocols to ensure the safety of self, family, 
and community. Our cooperation with 
authorities will contribute to our eventual 
triumph against the disease,” he further 
adds.

 Eventually, it all boils down to 
one thing—embracing the culture of 
preparedness, no matter what kind of 
situation arises. 

 “In this time of the pandemic, it is also 
essential that we follow all the health 
protocols to ensure the safety of self, family, 
and community. Our cooperation with 
authorities will contribute to our eventual 
triumph against the disease.”
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IN RETROSPECT

Decades after the release of numerous environmental 
documentaries, the predictions are coming true—untimely 
typhoons, catastrophic wildfires, melting glaciers, and a wildlife 

extinction list that is growing every year. 
Climate change has become a pressing issue, and President Rodrigo 

Duterte agrees wholeheartedly. The President, for the first time, spoke 
before the United Nations (UN) General Assembly, appealing to the 
parties of the Paris Agreement to comply with the terms.

 “Climate change has worsened the ravages of the pandemic. People 
in developing countries, like the Philippines, suffer the most. We cannot 
afford to suffer more,” President Duterte said. “The Philippines joined the 
Paris Agreement to fight climate change. We call on all parties, especially 
those who have not made good their commitment to fight climate change, 
to honor the same.”

 President Duterte signed the Paris Agreement in 2017, in effect 
making the Philippines one of 125 participating parties. “We call on all 
parties to strengthen communities and peoples for preparedness and 
resilience. We are talking about mankind and Earth, our one and only 
home,” the President added.

 Early September, the Duterte Administration proposed a budget of 
P181.9 billion for projects and departments to address climate change. 
Around P26.5 billion will go to the Environment Department (Forest 
Protection Program, National Greening Program, and the Protected Areas 
Development and Management Program), P2.1 billion is allocated for the 
Energy Department (Total Electrification Project, and exploration and 
development of renewable energy sources and technologies), and P128 
million is allocated to the National Water Resources Board for water 
security programs. 

While there is an  allocation in the national budget to address 
environmental concerns, many are concerned with the strength of 
laws and legislation to execute key initiatives. With regard to available 

The Laws 
On Nature

BY GRACE BAUTISTA

legislation that protects the 
environment, “The Philippine 
government has enacted 
approximately 118 environment-
related laws. It would seem 
that there is sufficient, if not 
superfluous, environmental law 
in both substance and form in the 
Philippines,” says environmental 
lawyer Antonio A. Oposa Jr. in 
his article, “Legal Marketing 
of Environmental Law,” in the 
Duke Journal of Comparative and 
International Law. “To repeat, the 
Philippine environmental law is 
thorough and complete. The level of 
implementation, however, suffers in 
the sickbed of non-compliance.” 

 Here are some of  the 
policies that protect our country’s 
biodiversity and address global 
climate:

Philippine Environmental Policy 
(Presidential Decree 1151)

 Everyone has the right to a safe, 
clean, and healthy environment. 
This much is recognized by the 
Philippine Environmental Policy.

 In the decree, President 
Ferdinand Marcos noted the 

 
Numerous laws have been 
enacted, but what matters 
more is implementation 
and enforcement.

population growth, increasing 
urbanization, industrial expansion, 
and rapid natural resources 
utilization, which “resulted in 
a piecemeal-approach concept 
of environmental protection.” 
This “tunnel-vision concept,” he 
lamented, was not conducive to 
attaining an ideal environment 
where Filipino people can thrive 
alongside nature.

 To pursue this cause, 
government agencies, GOCCs, 
and private corporations, among 
others are required to submit an 
Environmental Impact Statement to 
assess how every action /project will 
affect the environment.

 
Philippine Environment Code 
(Presidential Decree 1152)

 On June 6, 1977, the 
Philippine Environment Code was 
signed, following the Philippine 
Environmental Policy. 

As the state of the environment 
had become a “matter of vital 
concern to the government,” the 
Code issued standards, regulation 
and enforcement, and monitoring 
and protection measures concerning 
the quality of air, water, and land.

 The Code also placed 
importance on Natural Resource 
Management and Conservation, 
which enumerated policies on the 
following: fisheries and aquatic 
resources, wildlife, forestry and soil, 
flood control and natural calamities, 
energy development, surface 
and ground waters, and mineral 
resources. Other sections of the 
Code focused on waste management 
and miscellaneous provisions.

 
Toxic Substances, Hazardous and 
Nuclear Waste Control Act of 1990 
(Republic Act 6969) 

 The policy regulates, restricts, 
and prohibits the importation, 
manufacture, processing, sale, 
distribution, use, and disposal of 
chemical substances and mixtures 

that present unreasonable risk or 
injury to health or environment. It 
also covers the entry (even in transit), 
keeping, storage, and disposal of 
hazardous and nuclear wastes in the 
Philippines.

 As the implementing agency, 
the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) is tasked 
with keeping an updated inventory of 
chemicals presently manufactured or 
used in the country, testing chemical 
substances and mixtures that present 
unreasonable risk to health or 
environment, and evaluating chemical 
characteristics to determine their 
toxicity and effects to health and 
environment, among others.

 
Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999
(Republic Act 8749)

This law aims to achieve and 
maintain clean air in the entire 
country by ensuring to meet the 
National Air Quality guideline 
values for criteria pollutants, while 
minimizing possible economic impact. 

 Under the Act, the state, through 
the DENR, shall formulate a holistic 
national program of air pollution 
management, encourage cooperation 
and self-regulation among citizens 
and industries, focus on pollution 
prevention (rather than control), 

provide a comprehensive management 
program for air pollution, promote 
public information and education, 
and formulate and enforce a system 
of accountability for violators.

 
Ecological Solid Waste Management 
Act of 2000 (Republic Act 9003)  

RA 9003 aims to adopt a 
systematic, comprehensive, and 
ecological solid waste management 
program by ensuring the proper 
segregation, collection, storage, 
treatment, and disposal of solid waste. 
The Act also promotes the use of eco-
waste products.

 Local Government Units 
(LGUs) are primarily responsible 
for the implementation and 
enforcement of the Act within their 
respective jurisdictions. Segregation 
and collection of solid waste is 
conducted at the barangay-level 
for biodegradable, compostable, 
and reusable wastes. However, the 
municipality or city is responsible 
for the collection of non-recyclable 
materials and special wastes.

Philippine Clean Water Act of 2004 
(Republic Act 9275)

RA 9275 aims to protect the 
Philippines’ water bodies (fresh, 
brackish, and marine waters) from 
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pollution coming from land-based 
sources (industries, commercial 
establishments, agriculture, and 
community/household activities). 

 Among its policies are to 
formulate a holistic national program 
for water quality management, 
formulate an integrated water 
quality management framework, 
promote commercial and industrial 
processes and products that are 
environmentally-friendly and energy-
efficient, and to promote public 
information and education.

 
Climate Change Act of 2009 (Republic 
Act 9729)

 The Act established the Climate 
Change Commission (CCC) under 
the Office of the President as the 
principal climate policymaking 
authority. It is tasked to coordinate, 
monitor, and evaluate the programs 
and action plans of the government 
related to climate change.

 In 2012, the Act was amended by 
Republic Act 10174. This established 
the People’s Survival Fund (PSF), 
which provides long-term climate 
financing for climate adaptation 
initiatives by LGUs and people’s 
organizations. 

 
KYOTO PROTOCOL AND 
DOHA AMENDMENT

 As one of the signatory parties to 
the Kyoto Protocol, the Philippines 
is committed to limiting and 
reducing our country’s greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions in accordance 
with the agreed individual objectives. 
The UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change asks the countries 
involved to adopt the agreed policies 
and mitigation measures and report 
periodically.

 Currently there are 192 parties 
in the Kyoto Protocol, which was 
adopted on Dec. 11, 1997 and entered 
into force on Feb. 16, 2005. The 
first commitment period (2008-
2012) established a target emission 
reduction of 5%; while the second 
commitment period (2013-2020) 
established in Doha, Qatar, on Dec. 
8, 2012, set a target of at least 18%.

PARIS AGREEMENT
 On April 22, 2016 (Earth Day), 

at the UN Headquarters in New 
York, the Paris Agreement was 
opened for signatures and reached 
a total of 125 parties by 2017. The 
agreement recognized the need 
for an effective and progressive 

response to climate change, 
while also recognizing the special 
circumstances of developing country 
parties since these countries are 
particularly vulnerable to the effects 
of climate change.

 The Agreement aims to 
maintain a global average 
temperature increase to well below 
2° above pre-industrial levels, and 
limit temperature increase to 1.5° 
above pre-industrial levels. It also 
seeks to adapt to climate change 
impacts, foster climate resilience, 
and reduce GHG emissions without 
threatening food production.

 All parties are required to 
“put forward their best efforts 
through Nationally-Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) and 
strengthen these efforts in the years 
ahead.” This includes a regular 
report on the country’s emissions 
and implementation efforts and a 
global stocktake every five years to 
assess the collective progress.

 
PHILIPPINE GREEN JOBS 
ACT OF 2016 (REPUBLIC ACT 
10771)

 To foster low-carbon, resilient, 
sustainable growth and decent job 
creation, businesses that generate 
“green jobs” are provided incentives 
through this law. 

 Green jobs are defined as those 
which help “protect ecosystems 
and biodiversity; reduce energy, 
materials, and water consumption 
through high-efficiency strategies; 
decarbonize the economy; and 
minimize or eliminate the generation 
of all forms of waste and pollution.”

 Through this act, the 
Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) is mandated 
to formulate a National Green Jobs 
Human Resource Development Plan, 
which jumpstarts the transition of 
the country into a green economy. 1optiontrading
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person in every sector. What started as a one-man 
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With 12 years of experience working closely with medical 
professionals, 1Option aims to widen its reach in Pasig, 
Marikina, Antipolo, and Rizal to become one of the 
most reliable trading companies in the Philippines. By 
partnering with big brands in the health and wellness 
industry, 1Option assures that its products are 
sourced from trusted sellers and 
each are tested by professionals. 
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top quality products through 
excellent service.
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pollution coming from land-based 
sources (industries, commercial 
establishments, agriculture, and 
community/household activities). 

 Among its policies are to 
formulate a holistic national program 
for water quality management, 
formulate an integrated water 
quality management framework, 
promote commercial and industrial 
processes and products that are 
environmentally-friendly and energy-
efficient, and to promote public 
information and education.

 
Climate Change Act of 2009 (Republic 
Act 9729)

 The Act established the Climate 
Change Commission (CCC) under 
the Office of the President as the 
principal climate policymaking 
authority. It is tasked to coordinate, 
monitor, and evaluate the programs 
and action plans of the government 
related to climate change.

 In 2012, the Act was amended by 
Republic Act 10174. This established 
the People’s Survival Fund (PSF), 
which provides long-term climate 
financing for climate adaptation 
initiatives by LGUs and people’s 
organizations. 

 
KYOTO PROTOCOL AND 
DOHA AMENDMENT

 As one of the signatory parties to 
the Kyoto Protocol, the Philippines 
is committed to limiting and 
reducing our country’s greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions in accordance 
with the agreed individual objectives. 
The UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change asks the countries 
involved to adopt the agreed policies 
and mitigation measures and report 
periodically.

 Currently there are 192 parties 
in the Kyoto Protocol, which was 
adopted on Dec. 11, 1997 and entered 
into force on Feb. 16, 2005. The 
first commitment period (2008-
2012) established a target emission 
reduction of 5%; while the second 
commitment period (2013-2020) 
established in Doha, Qatar, on Dec. 
8, 2012, set a target of at least 18%.

PARIS AGREEMENT
 On April 22, 2016 (Earth Day), 

at the UN Headquarters in New 
York, the Paris Agreement was 
opened for signatures and reached 
a total of 125 parties by 2017. The 
agreement recognized the need 
for an effective and progressive 

response to climate change, 
while also recognizing the special 
circumstances of developing country 
parties since these countries are 
particularly vulnerable to the effects 
of climate change.

 The Agreement aims to 
maintain a global average 
temperature increase to well below 
2° above pre-industrial levels, and 
limit temperature increase to 1.5° 
above pre-industrial levels. It also 
seeks to adapt to climate change 
impacts, foster climate resilience, 
and reduce GHG emissions without 
threatening food production.

 All parties are required to 
“put forward their best efforts 
through Nationally-Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) and 
strengthen these efforts in the years 
ahead.” This includes a regular 
report on the country’s emissions 
and implementation efforts and a 
global stocktake every five years to 
assess the collective progress.
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Vibrant and lush, the water hyacinth is a pretty 
plant that thrives in tropical countries such as 
the Philippines. Native to South America, the 

water hyacinth was first introduced to our country as an 
ornamental garden pond plant. You may find this type 
growing along the shores of Laguna Lake and the Pasig 
River. And though pretty to look at, it is causing major 
disturbances in the ecosystem. 

 It is one of the fastest growing plants, yielding more 
than 200 tons of dry matter per hectare a year under 
normal conditions. And due to its overgrowth in certain 
areas of Laguna Lake, it has now become a hindrance, 
covering 20% of the surface area or approximately 18,000 
hectares. 

 While typically harmless, the overgrowth of water 
hyacinths has led to an increasing number of problems like 
hindered fishing and aquaculture activities, the congestion 

LLDA TAKES ON THE 
INVASIVE WATER 
HYACINTH
From a dainty ornamental plant, the water hyacinth 
has become an invasive species, suffocating important 
waterways around Laguna Lake. 

Proliferation of water hyacinth at
Laguna de Bay, September 2020

Approximately 18,000 hectares of Laguna 
Lake is covered by water hyacinths

of waterways and important irrigation and water supply 
systems, increased rate of water loss, reduced fish production, 
reduced biodiversity, and the eutrophication of the lake 
(when water is saturated with nutrients). 

 The invasive species have plagued the lake for years and 
the government has employed several strategies to reduce 
its proliferation, including using mechanical and chemical 
controls. However, the physical removal remains to be the 
most effective. And the harvesting of the plant has led to 
other unique innovations such as using them for fish and 
livestock feeds, biogas and green charcoal productions, and 
handicrafts, among others. 

 To address the serious environmental concern, the 
Laguna Lake Development Authority (LLDA) has partnered 
with the UP-Los Banos, the Department of Agriculture 
(DA), the Fertilizers and Pesticides Authority (FPA), LGUS, 
national government agencies and NGOS for the collection, 
disposal, and utilization of water hyacinths for beneficial 
use. In addition to this, the LLDA has established pilot 
harvesting sites and processing facilities around the area 
and is conducting studies, one of which is the heavy metal 
analysis of plant parts to ensure the safe use of the compost 
in fertilizing food crops. 

 The initiative was implemented early January 2020, 
and the clearing operation was conducted offshore of Taytay 
to Taguig. As of October, an estimated 346 tons have been 
collected from the Napindan Channel. With regard to the 

research component of the initiatives, barangays San 
Antonio, San Isidro, and Sto. Domingo have been chosen 
as the project sites for the technical/ scientific studies. 

 The six-month long project hopes to curb the growth of 
water hyacinth and prompt potential other socio-economic 
activities in Laguna Lake. Communities living along the 
lakeshore are also seen to benefit from the harvested plants 
by turning them into compost fertilizer. Another relevant 
and positive impact of the program is the increase in the 
lake oxygen level because of more photosynthetic activities 
of endemic aquatic plants and the overall improvement of 
water quality. 

 Along with an integrated management plan, the 
LLDA is continually looking for environmentally safe and 
economically sustainable controls to provide long-term 
solutions to this unique environmental issue. 
For more information, visit www.llda.gov.ph

 

 
 

 The six-month long project hopes to curb 
the growth of water hyacinth and prompt 
socio-economic activities in Laguna Lake.
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1. HEALTHY DIET
 
Avoid animal fat, choose healthy fats (olive oil, nuts, and 
avocados). Eat fruits, vegetables, and whole grain. Limit 
consumption of red meat (beef, pork, lamb, including 
processed meats such as hotdogs) and consume healthier 
sources of protein, such as fish, skinless poultry, and eggs.
Limit use of canned, processed, and frozen foods, and 
choose low sodium options.

2. STAY ACTIVE
 
According to the Harvard Medical School, regular exercise 
“pares down your risk of developing some deadly 
problems, including heart disease, stroke, and certain 
types of cancer.” 
 
Based on a survey of more than 30,000 men in the Health 
Professionals Follow-up Study, researchers discovered 
an “inverse relationship” between physical activity or 
regular exercise and benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH) 
symptoms.
 
In the same survey, researchers also found out that 
“men who ran for an hour and a half or did three hours 
of rigorous outdoor work per week were 20% less likely 
to develop erectile dysfunction than those who didn’t 
exercise at all.”
 
3. HERBAL SUPPLEMENTS
 
Some herbal supplements are invented to assist men in 
maintaining prostate health. In the Philippines, one of 
the herbal supplements widely available in drug stores is 

PROSTATE CANCER: REDUCE YOUR RISK
 It’s never too late to start paying attention to your prostate health.

Prostamen. When purchasing herbal supplements, it is 
important to take note of the ingredients and check for 
FDA registration.
 
Prostamen’s main ingredients are Saw Palmetto, 
L-Arginine, and Zinc. Saw Palmetto (or Serenoa Repens), 
more specifically its berries, are used to improve 
prostate health (improve urinary symptoms associated 
with BPH), balance hormone levels, and prevent hair 
loss in men. L-Arginine is an amino acid that helps build 
protein in the body and taking it as supplements may 
help with erectile dysfunction and hypertension. Zinc is a 
micronutrient and is one of the trace minerals the body 
needs to maintain proper heath. Zinc, which binds to 
protein and forms metalloenzymes, regulates metabolic 
functions. Because of this, Zinc is important to growth, 
tissue repair, maintenance of the immune system, and 
more.
 
4. CONSULT YOUR DOCTOR
 
For those who are at risk of developing prostate cancer, 
talk to your doctor about medications or treatments 
to reduce the risk. According to the Mayo Clinic, some 
studies suggest that taking 5-alpha reductase inhibitors 
(including Finasteride and Dutasteride) may reduce the 
overall risk of developing prostate cancer.
 
But there are risks when taking any medications and 
treatments. If you’re concerned about developing 
prostate cancer, consult your doctor.

It is never too late to start taking care of your prostate 
health. 
 
 

According to the National Kidney and Transplant 
Institute, prostate cancer develops in 19.3 out of 
every 100,000 Filipinos. Though prostate cancer is 

one of the leading types of cancer diagnosed in men, it is 
unclear what causes its development.

 Since it is initially confined to the prostate and its 
growth is slow, treatment may only be minimal. In some 
cases, no treatment is necessary, except for maintaining a 
healthy diet, exercise, and taking supplements. However, in 
some cases, it can grow aggressively and spread to other 
parts of the body. It is also particularly tricky to diagnose 
since in its early stages, it shows no signs or symptoms.

 In advanced stages, men with prostate cancer can notice 
symptoms such as difficulty in urination, blood in semen, 
bone pain, erectile dysfunction, and discomfort in the pelvic 
area. 

 As with any disease, there are certain risk factors: age 
(risk increases as you get older), race (African American 
males are more at risk), family history, and obesity. However, 
there are many things you can do to reduce the risk of 
developing prostate cancer.
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SunSmart, Asia’s leading renewable energy 
pioneer, in partnership with SunSmart Ngai 
Che Hon Foundation, empowers underprivileged 

communities across the Philippines by making hybrid 
energy solutions accessible to all. This is in keeping 
with SunSmart’s E.L.E.M.E.N.T.S. of advocacy: “Elevate 
Livelihood, Empower Mankind, Engage Nature Towards 
Sustainability.”

 “Today, 16 million Filipinos are living without access 
to electricity. This should not be the case, given that we 
have the resources and latest innovations at hand to help 
them. Through our foundation, we aim to provide power 
to the unserved and underserved areas in our country 
and make life sustainable and economically viable for our 
fellowmen,” says Jenny Lin Maaño-Ngai, founder of the 
SunSmart Ngai Che Hon Foundation. 

 
BUILDING TOWARDS A GREEN FUTURE

 Established in 2016 by Canadian-Chinese William 
Che Hon Ngai, SunSmart Solar Power Technology, 
Inc. was geared towards making a difference in the 
field of renewable energy. With almost 400 clients in 
over 47 countries around the world, SunSmart brings 
to Philippine shores innovative, efficient, and reliable 
sustainable green solutions. 

 But what makes SunSmart Solar a leader in its field 
is its AI-integrated software for its solar energy systems 
and hybrid energy solutions. “Beyond conventional 
power, decentralized and modular solar hybrid power 
generation is really the name of the game here, and by 
2022 everything has to be energized,” says William Ngai, 
founder and CEO of SunSmart. 

 
HELPING THE UNDERPRIVILEGED

 Of the 7.5 billion people in the world, around 1.5 
billion are without regular access to electricity. In the 
Philippines, at least 16 million Filipinos still do not have 
continuous power. Clearly, this is a daunting task that 
SunSmart has accepted and conquered with ease. 

 Since its inception, the renewable energy company— 
through the SunSmart Ngai Che Hon Foundation—has 

SUNSMART EMPOWERS COMMUNITIES 
THROUGH HYBRID ENERGY SOLUTIONS

RENEWABLE 
IS RESILIENT:

William and Jenny Ngai of SunSmart 

literally brought “light” to several 
local communities in Pampanga, 
Tarlac, Bulacan, La Union, 
Pangasinan, Masbate, Aklan, Davao, 
and Palawan.

 To address the needs of a school 
in Masbate, the Foundation donated 
an i-MoGen Solar Power Device 
(Intelligent Mobile Generator) that 
can power up devices and provide 
sustainable electricity at no cost.  

 SunSmart i-MoGen Mid1500 is an 
integrated, all-in-one, multi-function, 
portable, user-friendly device that 
can provide 1500 watts power output 
of free, clean electricity. It harnesses 
energy through the use of a lithium 
ion battery and the i-SmartBlack 
Think Smart Mono Crystalline 
Solar PV Panels, which are able to 
“harvest” optimum sun energy even 
under low and weak light conditions. 

 The nifty device also has a built-
in flashlight, rechargeable MP3 
speaker, rechargeable LED lighting, 
electric fan, and integrated smart 
LED monitor, which allows the user 
to track the total power output being 
used, the hours left for the device to 
fully charge, and alarm notification 
features that safeguard and protect the 
device from any sudden power surge, 
overload and voltage drop issues. 

 This solar-powered generator 
is the solution to power problems 

of many far-flung, inaccessible 
communities. Now, they can access free, 
clean electricity and use this to power 
up school facility lightings, fans, TV 
monitors, desktop computers, laptops, 
printers, or even an inverter refrigerator 
if they want to. 

 Connectivity also no longer becomes 
an issue as teachers can power up their 
Wi-Fi routers and charge electronic 
gadgets through SunSmart i-MoGen 
Solar Device. This will greatly benefit 
students, who, for the most part, study by 
candlelight or dangerous kerosene lamps. 
Now, teachers and students have one less 
thing to worry about as education can 
take place in a well-lit, well-equipped 
environment.

 The SunSmart Ngai Che Hon 
Foundation’s grant to the Masbate 
public school was accomplished 
through the cooperation of the National 
Electrification Administration (NEA). 
The Foundation turned over its 
Integrated Off Grid Solar Power System 
through the coordination of Masbate 
Electric Cooperative (MASELCO). 

 With this successful partnership 
and installation, SunSmart is keen 
on utilizing local cooperatives such 
as MASELCO to further promote its 
100% all-renewable energy program. In 
this manner, SunSmart can advance 
its advocacy in the use of other hybrid 
solutions beyond solar power. 

 In the global race to 
stabilize electricity cost, mitigate 
greenhouse gases and carbon 
footprint, and combat climate 
change, SunSmart is capable and 
ready to co-generate with other 
sources of renewable energy 
such as wind, hydro, biomass, 
geothermal, etc. It has also taken 
steps in offering more advanced 
technologies and expanding its 
portfolio of green solutions. 

 Keeping up with the 
innovations of other countries 
is a tough endeavor, considering 
the disparity between the 
technology in the Philippines 
and other nations. Ngai aims 
to bridge this gap. “The tech 
between other countries and the 
Philippines is still too far away, 
so our target is to bring it back 
as close as possible. How close 
depends on how well people 
can easily adapt to it [SunSmart 
systems],” he says. 

 Complementing and fully 
supportive of her partner’s goals, 
Jenny Ngai commits to the 
purpose of offering sustainable 
energy solutions for all unserved 
and underserved communities. 
“What we really aim for is to 
empower and energize the next 
generation,” says Jenny. 

Solar panels can help 
generate free, clean 
energy to power 
printers, computers, 
mobile phones, and even 
school facility lightings.
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Integrated Off Grid Solar Power System 
through the coordination of Masbate 
Electric Cooperative (MASELCO). 

 With this successful partnership 
and installation, SunSmart is keen 
on utilizing local cooperatives such 
as MASELCO to further promote its 
100% all-renewable energy program. In 
this manner, SunSmart can advance 
its advocacy in the use of other hybrid 
solutions beyond solar power. 

 In the global race to 
stabilize electricity cost, mitigate 
greenhouse gases and carbon 
footprint, and combat climate 
change, SunSmart is capable and 
ready to co-generate with other 
sources of renewable energy 
such as wind, hydro, biomass, 
geothermal, etc. It has also taken 
steps in offering more advanced 
technologies and expanding its 
portfolio of green solutions. 

 Keeping up with the 
innovations of other countries 
is a tough endeavor, considering 
the disparity between the 
technology in the Philippines 
and other nations. Ngai aims 
to bridge this gap. “The tech 
between other countries and the 
Philippines is still too far away, 
so our target is to bring it back 
as close as possible. How close 
depends on how well people 
can easily adapt to it [SunSmart 
systems],” he says. 

 Complementing and fully 
supportive of her partner’s goals, 
Jenny Ngai commits to the 
purpose of offering sustainable 
energy solutions for all unserved 
and underserved communities. 
“What we really aim for is to 
empower and energize the next 
generation,” says Jenny. 

Solar panels can help 
generate free, clean 
energy to power 
printers, computers, 
mobile phones, and even 
school facility lightings.
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Security & Privacy

A personalized pin code allows you to access 

your space directly, without having to notify our 

staff. Aside from CCTV monitors, a text 

message will also notify you when your code is 

used, to ensure all access is authorized.

Aniceto Seno Road, Mandaue City, Cebu

hello@storagetown.ph  |   storagetown.ph

Call us for more info:

+63 32 233-9999 +63 919 005 1552    +63 917 525 1552

StorageTown is Cebu’s premier state-of-the-art self-storage facility. With over 60 different storage sizes to choose from, 

you can find the space that’s right for you.

Need a secure area to store business documents, or want to make the most of your home by putting sentimental 

trinkets out of the way? Just leave it to us at StorageTown!

Lots of Spaces Available
Storage spaces range from 1.8 sqm to 90 sqm. Whether 

you need a personal storage for seasonal items, or an 

expansive area to store  inventory—whatever you need, 

we’ve got the right one for you. 

Anytime Secure Access
StorageTown is open 24 hours of the day, so you can 

access your storage space any time you need.

MAKE ROOM FOR MORE
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