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EDITOR’S NOTE

           Standing Steadfast

Half the year is done, and the roll out of the vaccines and the 
adherence to safety protocols make us hope that we’ve seen the 
worst of the pandemic. The stories in this issue make us realize 

that, perhaps, we’ve turned a corner on the road to bounce back. 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor Benjamin Diokno is gung-

ho with government targets of a GDP growth of 6.5% to 7.5% for 2021 
and 8% to 10% for 2022—these numbers are far from lockdown-ridden 
2020’s 5.9% GDP growth. He reminds us that, “we entered the crisis in a 
position of strength” and “[we have] been widely recognized as having one 
of the most resilient economies in the Asia-Pacific region.” His call to his 

team to reexamine processes and challenge conventions to adapt to the crisis of COVID-19 is a battle cry 
for the unafraid: be bold, swift, and decisive.

The bold move to grant free tertiary education to Filipinos is a most welcome development from the 
education sector. Years of hard work of the Commission on Higher Education resulted in RA 10931, 
also known as the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education Act, providing for free tuition and 
miscellaneous fees for students of state universities and colleges (SUC), local universities and colleges 
(LUC), and private institutions. CHED Chair Popoy de Vera’s idea to expand free tuition to LUCs and 
to include free miscellaneous fees broadened the beneficiaries to include the very poor and ensured 
the support of the national government for students attending LUCs. He only sees Congress further 
increasing the budget of CHED in the future to further increase the two million current beneficiaries of 
the program.

Barako, the bitter brew loved all over, is the Batangas spirit encapsulated, according to Vice 
Governor Marc Leviste. The barako spirit stands for wisdom, intelligence, and bravery—traits that shone 
through during the tough year that was 2020, most especially for Batangueños. Aside from COVID-19, 
which hit the whole world, Batangas also had to deal with the Taal eruption in early 2020. People 
lost properties and tourism, which is a large part of the province’s economy, was at a standstill. But, 
according to Vice Governor Leviste, the barakos of Batangas used the Taal eruption experience to 
withstand the effects of COVID-19. This steadfastness in the midst of tragedy and desire to serve are the 
strengths of Leviste’s leadership that holds his province together in times of crisis.

We also take a look at the history of Philippine diplomacy, as told by Romel Regalado Bagares. 
Philippine diplomacy, which now has a history 123 years, reminds us that diplomacy stems from 
conflict, and the resolution of such. Standing tall in this arena is the diminutive Carlos P. Romulo who 
shows us that we can achieve anything, even in the battle for national territory and self-determination, 
when we stand steadfast with our own vision of sovereignty.

Andrea Pasion-Flores
@apflores
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Security & Privacy

A personalized pin code allows you to access 

your space directly, without having to notify our 

staff. Aside from CCTV monitors, a text 

message will also notify you when your code is 

used, to ensure all access is authorized.

Aniceto Seno Road, Mandaue City, Cebu

hello@storagetown.ph  |   storagetown.ph

Call us for more info:

+63 32 233-9999 +63 919 005 1552    +63 917 525 1552

StorageTown is Cebu’s premier state-of-the-art self-storage facility. With over 60 different storage sizes to choose from, 

you can find the space that’s right for you.

Need a secure area to store business documents, or want to make the most of your home by putting sentimental 

trinkets out of the way? Just leave it to us at StorageTown!

Lots of Spaces Available
Storage spaces range from 1.8 sqm to 90 sqm. Whether 

you need a personal storage for seasonal items, or an 

expansive area to store  inventory—whatever you need, 

we’ve got the right one for you. 

Anytime Secure Access
StorageTown is open 24 hours of the day, so you can 

access your storage space any time you need.

MAKE ROOM FOR MORE

ROUND UP

COMMUNITY PANTRIES REIGNITE THE BAYANIHAN SPIRIT
In Maginhawa, a small community pantry was started by 
Ana Patricia Non to simply encourage people to give what 
they can and take only what they need. This thoughtful 
gesture sparked the bayanihan spirit of Filipinos in the middle 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

This effort went viral when Ana posted on social media 
a cart filled with goods that she set-up on the street corner 
of 96 Maginhawa Street, Quezon City—a street known for its 
small-time restaurants and food parks. Shortly after, several 
community pantries popped up across Metro Manila and 
different provinces as well.

Though some see it as an act of solidarity amidst crisis, 
some lawmakers and public officials perceived it somehow 
as an act of desperation and that people could not rely on 
the government’s aid anymore. In an interview with DZBB 
radio, Sen. Panfilo Lacson said, “It is good that through the 
community pantries, we see mutual aid by neighbors and 
barangay residents. But this is also a sign of desperation, 
that people can no longer rely on the government to help them.” In a press statement, Presidential Spokesperson 
Harry Roque said that “the emergence of community pantries is laudable.” He considers this as an act of support to 
the government, saying, “As we have said on numerous occasions, we cannot defeat the COVID-19 pandemic alone. We 
need the support and cooperation of everyone.”

ECOSIA IS NOW PLANTING TREES IN THE PHILIPPINES
Ever heard of software that allows you to plant a tree with every 
45 searches on your internet search engine? Ecosia, a Berlin-
based search engine does that through web searching. They 
generate their income through the online ads present in each 
search, then make use of these earnings to plant trees all over 
the world.

Ecosia was founded in 2009 by Christian Kroll, because of a 
trip that enlightened him on the deforestation problems around 
the world. To date, Ecosia has planted over 120 million trees in 
over 30 countries.

Recently, Ecosia partnered with the Philippines’ Non-
Timber Forest Product Exchange Program (NTFP-EP) for 
their #rainforestation project with Samahang Madalagnon na 
Nagkakaisa (SAMANA) in Panipiason, Madalag, Aklan. The 
NTFP-EP is a collaborative network of non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and community-based organizations 
(CBOs), which aims to strengthen its capacity in the sustainable 
management of natural resources in the Philippines, India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, and Cambodia.

Ecosia, together with NTFP-EP and SAMANA, are now 
identifying the sites where it’s feasible to plant native trees and 
wild abaca—a plant that thrives on the highlands of Panipiason 
located in Western Aklan, which also serves as a top export 
product. Abaca is known for its variety of uses such as carpet 
materials, teabags, banknotes, face masks, and hospital gowns.

Now that Ecosia is considering planting more wild abaca 
and native trees in the province, it hopes that this will diversify 
the land of Panipiason and generate sustainable income for the 
future generations.
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ROUND UP

PAG-IBIG FUND HOME LOAN RELEASES P20.94-B IN THE 
FIRST QUARTER OF 2021 
Pag-IBIG Fund home loan releases reached P20.94B 
in Q1 2021; a 33% increase compared to the funding 
from last year’s P15.77.

The Chairman of the 11-member Pag-IBIG Fund 
Board of Trustees and head of the Department of 
Human Settlements and Urban Development shared 
the great news saying, “This increase in our home 
loan releases means that more Filipino workers 
are being helped by Pag-IBIG Fund to secure their 
own homes, which is very important in this time of 
pandemic. We recognize the role we play in helping 
keep our members safe in their own homes, as we 
heed President Rodrigo Duterte’s call for government 
agencies to provide social benefits to more Filipinos, 
especially during these challenging times.” Del 

BAYANIHAN E-KONSULTA AIMS TO 
DECONGEST HOSPITALS IN NCR AND ITS 
NEARBY PROVINCES 
Vice President Leni Robredo recently 
launched Bayanihan E-Konsulta to combat 
the overcrowding of hospitals inside NCR 
and the nearby provinces surrounding it. As 
one of the ways to help the health sector, this 
free medical assistance can be accessed easily 
through its Facebook page and Messenger.

Bayanihan E-Konsulta is a project by the 
Office of the Vice President for those who 
have limited resources and access to medical 
service. These consultations are done by 
professional doctors from 7AM to 9PM, and 
are also available on free data for those who 
use their mobile phones. To access the page, 

Rosario also said that the 
P20.94 billion in home 
loans for the first quarter 
of the year have allowed 
20,712 members to 
acquire their own homes. 

Compared to last 
year’s analysis, Pag-IBIG 
Fund Chief Executive 
Officer Acmad Rizaldy P. 
Moti adds that from Q3 
to Q4 of the year 2020, 
the agency ha released P6 
billion to P7 billion in 
home loans per month, 
and had reached P12 billion in December—making it the highest amount 
released in a single month in the history of Pag-IBIG Fund.

you can easily course through Facebook 
and look up, “Bayanihan E-Konsulta” 
page, and click. To start consulting, you 
can send them a direct message saying, 
“Konsulta” or “Tulong.” After this step, a 
follow-up question will appear once again 
for you to answer, connecting you to the 
doctor who will attend to your needs.

Vice President Robredo also shared 
that, “Ito pong ginagawa natin, attempt po 
ito na kahit paano makatulong tayo maka-
decongest ng mga hospitals. Na iyong mga 
pasyente, whether COVID or non-COVID, 
na hindi naman kailangang ma-hospitalize, at 
least kahit nasa bahay lang sila, mayroon silang 
medical help na matatanggap.”
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page, and click. To start consulting, you 
can send them a direct message saying, 
“Konsulta” or “Tulong.” After this step, a 
follow-up question will appear once again 
for you to answer, connecting you to the 
doctor who will attend to your needs.

Vice President Robredo also shared 
that, “Ito pong ginagawa natin, attempt po 
ito na kahit paano makatulong tayo maka-
decongest ng mga hospitals. Na iyong mga 
pasyente, whether COVID or non-COVID, 
na hindi naman kailangang ma-hospitalize, at 
least kahit nasa bahay lang sila, mayroon silang 
medical help na matatanggap.”
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Barangay Pharmacy of Barangay 
Ermitaño, San Juan City
Barangay Ermitaño of San Juan City 
continues to serve its people through 
the thoughtful projects they have been 
conducting in the recent years. 

In July 2019, they opened their 
Botika ng Barangay Ermitaño: “Gamot 
na Mabisa, Libre para sa Masa.” This 
pharmacy specifically gives out free 
vitamins, emergency or maintenance 
medicines, and medical supplies to 
the residents of the barangay. All you 
have to do to in order to receive these 
benefits is to present your Botika 
ng Barangay Card, along with the 
prescription of your doctor.

For those who lost or do not 
have their ID, you can easily apply at 
Barangay Ermitano’s  

Health Center. Bring a valid ID, (San 
Juan Health Card, Senior Citizens 
ID, PWD ID, Voter’s ID ,or Barangay 
ID); a 2x2 ID picture; and the latest 
prescription from your doctor. As 
stated in their Facebook page, they 
will only give out medicines to those 
who have valid medical prescription 
to avoid self-treatment. All of the 
available medicines and vitamins are 
posted on their Facebook page at 
Barangay Ermitaño Official. 

In addition to this, they also launched 
the Ermitaño free store (EFS) on March 26, 
2021. The store will cater to marginalized 
families living in the barangay. Though it is 
not entirely free to everyone, they allow the 
people to render community service such as 
street sweeping, cleaning up yards, attending 
village meetings, and participating in other 
village activities, in exchange for free 
grocery items. This allows the townspeople 
to get involved with their LGU, as well as give 
back to their community.

BARANGAY CONNECTION

INTERVIEWS BY ANGELICA MONTORO

As we move forward to the end of this pandemic, 
LGUs and barangays find sustainable ways to 

continue helping their people in this pandemic.

Home Vaccination Service for Barangays in Taguig
This COVID-19 pandemic is an on-going battle. As one of the 
highly urbanized cities of the Philippines, the Taguig local 
government is finding more ways to effectively vaccinate 
those in need of urgent care. 

The local government of Taguig encourages its 28 
barangays to register on its Home Service Vaccination 
Program that rolled out on April 19, Monday. This program 
aims to safely inoculate high-risk patients such as 
bedridden persons, senior citizens, and those who have 
underlying medical conditions.

To those who would like to register for the home service 
vaccination, you may proceed to register at trace.taguig.
gov.ph., and get a QR code. Afterwards, get a medical 
clearance from your doctor, and then call or text the 
Home Vaccination Hotline at 09617044291, or contact the 
designated telephone numbers of Taguig Telemedicine 
in the 31 barangay health centers and the city’s COVID-19 
Hotline; Telephone: 8-789-3200, Mobile: 0966-419-4510. A 
confirmation message will be sent to you along with the 
confirmation of your home vaccination schedule. To know 
more about this program, visit www.taguig.gov.ph.

DILG Gives Detailed Guidelines for Community Pantries 
As the number of community pantries rise, guidelines were set 
by the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) 
to prevent damage amd harm to individuals who take part in this 
movement, including the safety of every individual participating in 
the cause. 

DILG Secretary Eduardo Año announced in President Duterte’s 
briefing last April 28 that Local Government Units (LGUs) should 
determine if a pantry is in a district, sitio, or barangay to help 
identify the people living within the area. Permits are not 
necessarily needed as long as there is proper coordination with 
the LGU of the certain community pantry, since they will be the 
one assigning safety protocol officers that can help them facilitate 
the crowds. Solicitation of fees are also prohibited, along with 
distribution of cigarettes, liquors, and other illegal items.

While this Bayanihan spirit is still growing, people from all over 
the Philippines are finding their own ways to donate and even start 
their own pantry. As of writing, there is an estimated total of 80 
community pantries in Metro Manila and more than 300 across the 
country. 

 Sangguniang Kabataan (SK) of San Agustin will be able to 
effectively help and move forward this 2021.

New Projects and Reformations from and 
for Barangays to Its townspeople
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THE PREDICTIONS NOW THV
BY HELEN HERNANE

America—despite labelling itself as a land of the 
free and a cultural melting pot—has a racism 
problem. This is clearly evident during this 
pandemic as two movements emerge following 

the death of George Floyd and a string of Anti-Asian hate 
crimes—Black Lives Matter (BLM) and Stop Asian Hate.

CRISIS-DRIVEN HATE
Recently, a 1956 video of a high school exchange student’s 
debate on prejudice circulated on social media. The forum 
discussion started with a simple question: What is prejudice?

“When a person loses track of the dignity of the human 
soul and begins to judge others not on the basis of their 
being persons, but on the basis of race, creed, economic 
status—that is prejudice,” said the Philippine representative 
Raul Contreras.

More than 60 years after the debate, hate crimes are still 
prevalent, especially in the United States. According to the 
2019 Hate Crime Statistics released by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI), 7,314 hate crimes were recorded in 
2019—the highest recorded figure in more than a decade, 
nearing the 7,783 recorded in 2008.

According to civil rights groups, former US President 
Barack Obama’s election in November of 2008 provoked a 
rise in hate crimes. 

This was compared to the rise of anti-Islamic hate 
crimes following the 9/11 terrorist attacks coordinated by 
al-Qaeda, which targeted the United States on the morning 
of September 11, 2001. 

Four passenger airplanes bound for California were 
hijacked by 19 terrorists. Two of which crashed into 

TALKING POINTS

HATE is a Virus
Anti-Asian hate crimes are on the rise in the United States of America

the north and south towers of the World Trade Center in 
Manhattan—within two hours, both towers collapsed. The 
third airplane crashed into the Pentagon in Arlington County, 
Virginia, while the final airplane crashed into a field in 
Stonycreek Township, Pennsylvania. The final plane was 
headed for Washington, D.C., but the plan was foiled after 
the plane crew and passengers attempted to regain control. 
In total, the attacks resulted in nearly 3,000 deaths and over 
25,000 injuries. 

In the eight to nine weeks following 9/11, increased attacks 
directed against Muslims or “those perceived to be Muslim” 
were reported. These were revealed in some studies such 
as “The Impact of the Terrorist Attacks of 9/11 on Anti-
Islamic Hate Crime” by Bryan Byers and James Jones and 
“Islamophobia in America?: September 11 and Islamophobic 
Hate Crime” by Jeffrey Kaplan.

Kaplan’s study, in particular, which compared the post-
9/11 hate crime spike to past incidents (treatment towards 
Japanese-Americans after the bombing of Pearl Harbor and 
the Red Scare of the ‘50s) seemed to affirm a trend—spikes 
in hate crimes often follow major crises whose alleged or 
perceived perpetrators belong to minority groups.

In 1941, around 120,000 people of Japanese ancestry lived 
in the United States at the time of the Pearl Harbor attack. 
Two-thirds of this demographic group are full American 
citizens, born and raised in the US. After the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, there was a rise in anti-Japanese fear, suspicion, and 
overall negative sentiment that led to the signing of Executive 
Order 9066 by then President Franklin Roosevelt.

EO 9066 forced all Japanese Americans into internment 
camps, leaving behind their homes and properties. “National 

Hate incidents 
directed towards Asian 
Americans and Pacific 
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March to December 

2020

Source: Stop AAPI (Asian 
American Pacific Islander) 
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security” was cited as a justification for this 
controversial policy. Acute consequences of this 
policy include a total of US$400-million in property 
loss for camp residents. In 1948, the US Congress 
provided US$38 million in reparations. But until 
today, Japanese Americans still feel emotional 
repercussions especially every December 7—the day 
of the attack.

While crises often motivate huge numbers of 
prejudice-driven crimes, another major factor is 
political influence. Former US President Donald 
Trump began his 2016 presidential campaign in 
June 2015. Between 2015 and 2016, Islamophobia 
and hate crimes targeting Muslims spiked according 
to a Pew Research Center study. The figure even 
surpassed post-September 11 records in 2001. 
Anti-Muslim hate crimes increased by 67% from 
2014 (154 incidents) to 2015 (257 incidents). The 
following year, there were 307 reported incidents, an 
increase of 19%.

Trump falsely alleged during his campaign 
rally in November 2015 that, as he watched the 
World Trade Center collapse in New Jersey, he 
saw thousands of people cheering. The following 
day, This Week host George Stephanopoulos asked if 
Trump misspoke during the rally, saying that while 
the rumors have circulated the internet, the police 
report that no such thing happened.

“There were people that were cheering on the 
other side of New Jersey, where you have large Arab 
populations. They were cheering as the World Trade 
Center came down,” Trump insisted.

When Trump became President, one of his 
first acts was signing Executive Order 13769 or the 
“Muslim Ban.” EO 13769 was entitled “Protecting 
the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the 
United States.” The 90-day visa ban targeted people 
coming from seven countries—Syria, Iraq, Iran, 
Libya, Somalia, Sudan, and Yemen.  

Following the directive, experts claim that “the 
order’s unintended consequences will make the 
threat worse.” Terrorist attacks in the US following 
9/11 were not carried out by anyone who emigrated 
from or whose parents emigrated from the seven 
target countries. 

ASIAN LIVES MATTER
The COVID-19 pandemic once again pulls into 
focus the United States’ deep-seated racism issue. 
Data gathered by California State University’s 
Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism, 
which was shared in a Voice of America (VOA) 
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Apart from the Foreign Secretary and Ambassador 
Romualdez, Sen. Manuel Pacquiao also released a statement 
early April via social media. The boxer-cum-politician 
issued a challenge to the attackers—“#Stop Asian Hate Stop 
attacking Asians who can’t defend themselves! Fight me 
instead.”

The photo, which was posted in multiple languages, 
featured the victims of anti-Asian hate crimes in the 
background. Pacquiao’s post was captioned—“We have one 
color in our Blood! Stop discriminating. LOVE AND PEACE 
TO EVERYONE!! #StopAsianHate”

Reacting to Pacquiao’s challenge, Sen. Win Gatchalian 
tweeted that “‘Yan ang dapat 
panglaban natin sa mga Asian 
haters sa Amerika. Mga 
demonyo na ‘yon, mga racist 
sa Amerika (That’s who we 
should choose to fight Asian 
haters in America. Those 
racists in America are 
demons).”

In a tweet, Senator 
Risa Hontiveros also 
expressed her concern for 
the Filipino Americans 
who are experiencing 
racial discrimination. “My 
heart goes out to {Asian 
Americans, especially 
Filipino Americans] who 
experience this horrific 
level of cruelty,” Hontiveros 
said. “Ang sakit sa puso. Sa mga 
kababayan natin sa Amerika, 
ingat kayo at mag-reach out 
kung kailangan niyo ng anumang 
tulong mula sa amin. (This is 
heart-wrenching. To our 
fellow Filipinos in America, 
stay safe and reach out to us 
if you need any kind of help.)”

WHAT DO WE DO NOW?
This is the biggest question. Is the final solution, to hide 
and be constantly wary of everyone? What else can Asian 
Americans do?

Following the 9/11 attacks, a city-by-city analysis using 
the data from the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) 
Program reported that anti-Muslim hate crime was virtually 
non-existent in New York City and Washington D.C.

“It is suggested that public calls for calm and tolerance 
and in-group/out-group dynamics may have impacted anti-

Islamic hate crime frequency, thus accounting for rises 
and reductions in this form of bias crime over time,” Byers 
and Jones’ study says.

The height of the anti-Muslim hate crimes following 
9/11 lasted for nine weeks. Afterwards, the number 
fell drastically. Much like the study of Byers and 
Jones, Kaplan explains that the abrupt end to the hate 
crimes were due to the following factors: “Leadership 
(effective intervention by the US President), decisive law 
enforcement intervention (federal and local), grassroots 
outreach to Muslims (religious, educational, and civic 
groups), and lastly, moral ambiguity in the rapid 

dissolution of American 
consensus over the War on 
Terror following the invasion 
of Iraq.”

There is a lot that people 
can do to deter the rise 
of anti-Asian hate crimes. 
Celebrities are being vocal 
and people are taking to the 
streets to protest and condemn 
the violence. As mentioned, 
the voice of the nation’s 
leader can tremendously 
affect the people’s views. And 
on March 30, 2021, Biden 
released a statement that the 
US government promises 
additional actions to respond 
to the anti-Asian violence, 
xenophobia, and bias. 

“Too many Asian 
Americans have been walking 
up and down the streets and 
worrying, waking up each 
morning the past year feeling 
that their safety and the safety 
of their loved ones are at 
stake. They’ve been attacked, 

blamed, scapegoated, and harassed. They’ve been verbally 
assaulted, physically assaulted, killed,” Biden lamented. 
“We’re hearing all across the country that hate and 
violence often hide in plain sight. And it’s often met with 
silence. That’s been true throughout history, but that has 
to change—because our silence is complicity. We cannot be 
complicit. We have to speak out. We have to act.”

If you or your Asian relatives in the United States experience a 
hate crime, report the incident to respective local and federal law 
enforcement agencies. You may also report hate incidents online at 
stopaapihate.org

news article, shows an almost 150% increase in anti-
Asian American hate crimes in 2020. Data reported was 
pooled from 16 of America’s most populous cities. 

Much like the growing Islamophobia following the 
beginning of Trump’s presidential campaign in 2015, 
many Asian American rights advocates believe the spike 
in racially-charged attacks targeting Asians are largely 
due to Trump’s rhetoric. The former US President 
has, in numerous instances, blamed China for the 
pandemic, saying that the virus could have been stopped 
at the source, in Wuhan, China, where the COVID-19 
virus was first reported as a small outbreak. On many 
occasions, Trump also called 
the disease the “kung flu” and 
the “China virus,” adding fuel 
to an already volatile flame.

“I think the political 
leadership under Trump 
really put a target on the 
backs of people perceived 
to be Chinese,” said Chris 
Kwok, an Asian American Bar 
Association of New York board 
member. “It’s Sinophobia.”

Trump left the White House 
on January 20, 2021, following 
Joseph Biden’s win in the 
recent elections to be the 46th 
President of the United States. 
On March 17, 2021, White 
House Press Secretary Jennifer 
Psaki said in a press briefing 
that there is “no question” that 
the Trump administration’s 
“damaging rhetoric” has 
contributed to “inaccurate and 
unfair perceptions” about the 
Asian American community, 
thus escalating threats against the community.

But Chinese Americans are not the only ones 
affected by attacks and racist sentiments. Stop AAPI 
(Asian American Pacific Islander) Hate, a reporting 
center dedicated to tracking and responding to hate 
incidents directed towards Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders, revealed that out of the attacks that occurred 
between March to December 2020, 7% of the victims 
were Filipinos. Almost half or 41% are Chinese, 15% 
are Koreans, Vietnamese account for 8%, while the 
remaining 29% are other ethnicities.

One of the most recent Filipino victims of a 
hate crime was a 65-year-old Filipino immigrant in 
New York. Vilma Kari was on her way to church 

in Manhattan when a man kicked her in the stomach, 
unprovoked. She fell and he repeatedly kicked her in the 
head, yelling obscenities. He was also reported to say, “You 
don’t belong here.”

The violent scene happened in broad daylight, yet no one 
tried to stop the attacker. Three men were watching from the 
lobby of a nearby apartment building. But instead of helping, 
the security guard closed the front door.

Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr. tweeted his 
response to the incident, saying the incident “will influence 
Philippine foreign policy.” In a separate tweet, Locsin reacted 
to the video of the hate crime, “That’s not heartbreaking, 

that’s enraging. And what 
goes around and kicks a lot 
will come around and get 
kicked back a lot.”

In a radio interview, 
Philippine Ambassador 
to the US Jose Manuel 
Romualdez said that 
the government is “very 
concerned” about the rise 
in anti-Asian hate attacks. 
“I sent a note verbale to the 
[US] State Department 
and I wrote letters to some 
senators. I wrote to them 
calling their attention. 
Medyo matindi na ‘yung mga 
ginagawa dito sa mga Asian 
Americans dito sa America 
(the attacks on Asian 
Americans in America is 
quite disturbing),” he said. 

“We told them that 
Asian Americans may be 
attacked because the former 
government used to refer to 

COVID-19 as the ‘China virus’,” Romualdez said, referring to 
Trump.

Prior to this incident, the Philippine Embassy in 
Washington urged Filipinos to “use extreme caution in view 
of these incidents.” Should they experience attacks, they are 
advised to immediately call 911 and report the crime. The 
Embassy further called on US authorities to act to further 
ensure the protection of Asians, including Filipinos.

Early in February, a 61-year-old Filipino man was also 
attacked in New York. Noel Quintana was slashed in the 
face with a box cutter by a fellow subway passenger. He was 
on his way to work, when during the commute, the suspect 
repeatedly kicked his backpack. Quintana asked the man to 
stop and that was when the assault occurred.  
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fell drastically. Much like the study of Byers and 
Jones, Kaplan explains that the abrupt end to the hate 
crimes were due to the following factors: “Leadership 
(effective intervention by the US President), decisive law 
enforcement intervention (federal and local), grassroots 
outreach to Muslims (religious, educational, and civic 
groups), and lastly, moral ambiguity in the rapid 

dissolution of American 
consensus over the War on 
Terror following the invasion 
of Iraq.”

There is a lot that people 
can do to deter the rise 
of anti-Asian hate crimes. 
Celebrities are being vocal 
and people are taking to the 
streets to protest and condemn 
the violence. As mentioned, 
the voice of the nation’s 
leader can tremendously 
affect the people’s views. And 
on March 30, 2021, Biden 
released a statement that the 
US government promises 
additional actions to respond 
to the anti-Asian violence, 
xenophobia, and bias. 

“Too many Asian 
Americans have been walking 
up and down the streets and 
worrying, waking up each 
morning the past year feeling 
that their safety and the safety 
of their loved ones are at 
stake. They’ve been attacked, 

blamed, scapegoated, and harassed. They’ve been verbally 
assaulted, physically assaulted, killed,” Biden lamented. 
“We’re hearing all across the country that hate and 
violence often hide in plain sight. And it’s often met with 
silence. That’s been true throughout history, but that has 
to change—because our silence is complicity. We cannot be 
complicit. We have to speak out. We have to act.”

If you or your Asian relatives in the United States experience a 
hate crime, report the incident to respective local and federal law 
enforcement agencies. You may also report hate incidents online at 
stopaapihate.org

news article, shows an almost 150% increase in anti-
Asian American hate crimes in 2020. Data reported was 
pooled from 16 of America’s most populous cities. 

Much like the growing Islamophobia following the 
beginning of Trump’s presidential campaign in 2015, 
many Asian American rights advocates believe the spike 
in racially-charged attacks targeting Asians are largely 
due to Trump’s rhetoric. The former US President 
has, in numerous instances, blamed China for the 
pandemic, saying that the virus could have been stopped 
at the source, in Wuhan, China, where the COVID-19 
virus was first reported as a small outbreak. On many 
occasions, Trump also called 
the disease the “kung flu” and 
the “China virus,” adding fuel 
to an already volatile flame.

“I think the political 
leadership under Trump 
really put a target on the 
backs of people perceived 
to be Chinese,” said Chris 
Kwok, an Asian American Bar 
Association of New York board 
member. “It’s Sinophobia.”

Trump left the White House 
on January 20, 2021, following 
Joseph Biden’s win in the 
recent elections to be the 46th 
President of the United States. 
On March 17, 2021, White 
House Press Secretary Jennifer 
Psaki said in a press briefing 
that there is “no question” that 
the Trump administration’s 
“damaging rhetoric” has 
contributed to “inaccurate and 
unfair perceptions” about the 
Asian American community, 
thus escalating threats against the community.

But Chinese Americans are not the only ones 
affected by attacks and racist sentiments. Stop AAPI 
(Asian American Pacific Islander) Hate, a reporting 
center dedicated to tracking and responding to hate 
incidents directed towards Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders, revealed that out of the attacks that occurred 
between March to December 2020, 7% of the victims 
were Filipinos. Almost half or 41% are Chinese, 15% 
are Koreans, Vietnamese account for 8%, while the 
remaining 29% are other ethnicities.

One of the most recent Filipino victims of a 
hate crime was a 65-year-old Filipino immigrant in 
New York. Vilma Kari was on her way to church 

in Manhattan when a man kicked her in the stomach, 
unprovoked. She fell and he repeatedly kicked her in the 
head, yelling obscenities. He was also reported to say, “You 
don’t belong here.”

The violent scene happened in broad daylight, yet no one 
tried to stop the attacker. Three men were watching from the 
lobby of a nearby apartment building. But instead of helping, 
the security guard closed the front door.

Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr. tweeted his 
response to the incident, saying the incident “will influence 
Philippine foreign policy.” In a separate tweet, Locsin reacted 
to the video of the hate crime, “That’s not heartbreaking, 

that’s enraging. And what 
goes around and kicks a lot 
will come around and get 
kicked back a lot.”

In a radio interview, 
Philippine Ambassador 
to the US Jose Manuel 
Romualdez said that 
the government is “very 
concerned” about the rise 
in anti-Asian hate attacks. 
“I sent a note verbale to the 
[US] State Department 
and I wrote letters to some 
senators. I wrote to them 
calling their attention. 
Medyo matindi na ‘yung mga 
ginagawa dito sa mga Asian 
Americans dito sa America 
(the attacks on Asian 
Americans in America is 
quite disturbing),” he said. 

“We told them that 
Asian Americans may be 
attacked because the former 
government used to refer to 

COVID-19 as the ‘China virus’,” Romualdez said, referring to 
Trump.

Prior to this incident, the Philippine Embassy in 
Washington urged Filipinos to “use extreme caution in view 
of these incidents.” Should they experience attacks, they are 
advised to immediately call 911 and report the crime. The 
Embassy further called on US authorities to act to further 
ensure the protection of Asians, including Filipinos.

Early in February, a 61-year-old Filipino man was also 
attacked in New York. Noel Quintana was slashed in the 
face with a box cutter by a fellow subway passenger. He was 
on his way to work, when during the commute, the suspect 
repeatedly kicked his backpack. Quintana asked the man to 
stop and that was when the assault occurred.  
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“Mabuti naman ito. Basta sundin lang po ang 
mga government health safety protocols.” 
Hermito Viernes

“PRO, SYEMPRE. MULING NAGKAROON NG PAG-ASA. TUNAY NA KATANGIAN 
NG PILIPINO [ANG] NANGINGIBABAW, KAHIT ANONG BANTA PA ‘YAN. NGAYON 
MULING NAPAKITA NG PILIPINO ANG KABUTIHAN SA KAPWA.” John Bautista

“Pro. Walang masama sa pagtulong sa kapwa. Inggit 
lang ang mga pumupuna kasi nasasapawan sila.” 
Felipe Junior Callueng

“Pro, because 
it helps many 
Filipinos. It makes 
people smile and 
brings hope to 
others [who] find 
everyday-living so 
depressing.” 
Shanna Marbella

“I’M PRO, FOR IT. PERO MAS MAGANDA 
KUNG IBAHAY-BAHAY NALANG NILA. 
IWAS COVID KASI WALANG PILA.” 
Domskie Avila Mangente

“Pro, of course. It came at a time when 
people were desperately seeking help 
from a system that displaced them from 
their livelihood and which is now useless in 
answering their needs.” Andrei Nicolai

“It brings out the kindness inside us and the 
willingness to help in any small way we can. 
But we also need to follow protocols as per 
government guidelines.” Fleur de Lhiz

“Pro, it helps a lot of our countrymen. I 
hope that our government sees this as a 
positive act, not the opposite.” 
Joel J Gerona

“Pro. However, we still have to 
hold the government officials 
accountable for their duties and 
responsibilities as servants for 
the people. ‘Yung mga inutang, 
naipamahagi at nagagamit 
sana efficiently. Naibibigay 
sana consistently ang basic 
needs ng taumbayan. Hindi 
‘yung kuntento nalang tayo sa 
donasyon ng iba.” 
Lechong Patatas

“Against, kasi maraming 
tao ang nauubliga 
pumila at maglakad 
kahit sa katirikan ng 
araw at nagiging cause 
ng mass gathering.” 
Emily Gadores Ortua

“Against, because not all 
who come are in need.” 
Mary Ann Cabuenas

“CHARITABLE WORKS NEED NO PARTISAN GROUP. BECAUSE 
MANY PEOPLE AROUND US [HELP] SILENTLY WITHOUT CAMERAS 
IN FRONT OF THEM. THAT’S GOD’S WORK!”
Cecilia Cacapit

“Against. It only tolerates 
those lazy and dependent 
people. It’s unfair to those 
people who work hard and 
save their money for the 
future of their family.” 
Elmo Castilar

“BAKIT KAILANGAN PA 
MAGTANONG NANG GANYAN? 
DAPAT PAGBIBIGAYAN LANG 
AT DAMAYAN. WALANG 
DAPAT PAGTALUNAN SA 
KUNG ANO ANG MAGANDANG 
IDINUDULOT NG PANTRY. 
HINDI DAPAT HALUAN YAN NG 
PULITIKA.” 
Nestor Angeles Hermogenes

“Okay ‘yan basta ‘wag 
magsiksikan ang mga 
tao kasi magiging 
dahilan pa ‘yan ng 
pagkalat ng virus.” 
Leimengde Sevilleno

å

“Very pro. But citizens 
have to have discipline. 
Organizers must have 
a better system.” 
Vilma Villegas

SPEAK YOUR MIND

Pro or against? Concerned citizens weigh in and speak their minds.

COMMUNITY
pantries
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I know there will be a 
point when people will 
experience donation 
fatigue. It’s a pandemic. 
But, ultimately, I dream 
that there will be a 
community pantry in 
every corner of the 
Philippines.

Non shares that while there were 
policemen around the area of the 
pantry, she thought they were there 
in good faith. At some point, however, 
they asked for her cellphone number 
and what organization she belonged 
to. “By then, I still didn’t think they 
were profiling me. I guess I was in 
denial. But then I went home and saw 
the social media posts. So, we had to 
stop because I didn’t feel safe,” Non 
shared. “I was furious because they 
didn’t at least confirm or research if 
these allegations were true.”

Among the vocal critics of 
the movement is Presidential 
Communications (PCOO) 
Undersecretary Lorraine Badoy-
Partosa. Non reveals that they belong 
to the same organization in the 
University of the Philippines—UP 
Mountaineers. 

“That organization is a very tight-
knit community and we can contact 
one another. We may not know each 
other directly, but she can verify 
with our org-mates,” she stresses. “A 
part of me wanted to just ignore the 
red-tagging. But, of course, you can’t 
do that because plenty of people have 
died because of [red-tagging]. I have to 
take [the allegations] seriously, but this 
doesn’t mean that I want to let go of 
the movement. I just have to realign 
and remember why I started this. We 
do this because there are people who 
need help, not because we want to 
please critics.”

NTF-ELCAC spokesperson Lt. 
General Antonio Parlade Jr. has also 
voiced his opinion regarding Non—
“Alam mo, isang tao lang ‘yan, ‘di ba? Si Ana 
Patricia, di ba? Same with Satan. Si 
Satan, binigyan ng apple si Eve. Doon lang 
nagsimula ‘yun (You know, it’s only one 
person. Ana Patricia [Non], right? Same 
with Satan. Satan gave an apple to Eve 
and that’s where everything started).”

On April 25, Parlade and Badoy 
were ordered to desist from making 
statements regarding community 
pantries. National Security Adviser and 
NTF-ELCAC vice chair Hermogenes 
Esperon Jr. said that the gag order was 
made “to emphasize that NTF-ELCAC 

or Gen. Parlade or Usec. Badoy were 
not against bayanihan or community 
pantries.” He also clarified that the 
anti-communist insurgency council 
will “support, observe, and assist CPs 
(community pantries), as does the 
whole of government.”

Several senators also voiced 
their support. In a joint statement, 
senators Franklin Drilon, Sherwin 
Gatchalian, Ralph Recto, Leila de 
Lima, Risa Hontiveros, Nancy Binay, 
Grace Poe, and Francis Pangilinan 
called for an end to the “harassment 
and intimidation” experienced by 
the organizers and volunteers of 
the movement. “The profiling of 
organizers must stop. It puts people’s 
lives in danger,” the statement said. 
“Hunger is the problem and these 
relief efforts by private citizens should 
be encouraged.”

Non also thanked QC Mayor Joy 
Belmonte for her assurance that 
the organizers of the Maginhawa 
community pantry would be protected. 
While their situation in Maginhawa 
is relatively safer due, in part, to 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

On April 14, 2021, Ana Patricia 
Non set up a kariton on 
Maginhawa St. in Quezon 

City (QC) and filled it with goods and 
vegetables. Above the bamboo cart was a 
sign— “Magbigay ayon sa kakayahan, kumuha 
batay sa pangangailangan (Give according 
to your ability, take according to your 
need).” Non posted the initiative online 
and soon enough, the social media post 
went viral.

BY THE PEOPLE, 
FOR THE PEOPLE

One person’s generosity 
and initiative sparked a 
nationwide movement—
proving that no act of 
kindness, no matter how 
small, is wasted.

BY HELEN HERNANE

Within days, hundreds of community 
pantries were set up all over the country. 
And as of writing, there are 1,650 
recognized pantries. Needless to say, the 
initiative is a massive success. But it’s 
not without its struggles.

COLOR OF THE PANTRY
Days after the first community pantry 
began, Non was shocked when she saw 
a post that tagged the movement as a 

project by the “communist party.” The 
post also stated that the organizers, 
especially Non, were members of 
the New People’s Army (NPA), the 
military wing of the Communist Party 
of the Philippines (CPP). Moreover, 
the National Task Force to End 
Local Communist Armed Conflict 
(NTF-ELCAC) also claimed that the 
pantries were merely a “front for rebel 
recruitment.”
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community pantries don’t need 
permits to operate. “You do not need 
my permission to help your fellow 
Ilonggos,” Treñas said.

With the encouragement of the 
local government, the Iloilo Pride 
Team continues their operations. 
But at times, the experience can be 
bittersweet. “One time, an old lady 
was in the queue. We 
asked her if there was 
another person in their 
family who could line 
up instead. She said 
that they were only 
two in the family and 
the other one is blind. 
The breadwinner was 
their nephew who 
worked in Dubai. But 
then he died last year,” 
Inocento shares. 

BEYOND CHARITY
Mandaluyong City
For Con Paminiano, 
the feeling of desperation, frustration, 
and anger of the people towards their 
predicament is “very palpable.” But, at 
the same time, there are individuals 
who help renew people’s faith in 
humanity.

“One lolo simply took a single 
tomato and said ‘Sapat na ‘to (This 
is enough).’ He said there are more 
people in line and they may need the 
goods more [than he does],” the pantry 
organizer shares. “I saw him again 
after that and his mindset was very 
much the same. He was such a pure 
soul.”

Unfortunately, their pantry was 
shut down by the local barangay 
because of crowd control issues. 
Currently, Paminiano is working on 
an “online community pantry” and 
is coordinating with independent 
riders and tricycle drivers to pull off 
the project. Roadblocks, barriers, and 
difficulties will always be there, she 
stresses. But what keeps her going are 
the people who rely on the aid.

HOPE IN HUMANITY
Angat, Bulacan 

In Bulacan, a community pantry 
was started by Hiraya ng Pag-asa or 
Vision of Hope, an organization 
formed by 26 volunteers. Its head 
organizers are Clarence Alba, 
Joaquinn Jader, Federico Baldoza, 
and Rafael Flores.

Flores and Alba were the ones 
who started the organization 
because they were inspired by 
the original pantry in Quezon 
City. Their non-political, non-
partisan organization aims to 
prove that there is still “hope 
in humanity and to show that 
Filipinos still look out for their 
fellow Filipinos.” Their motto, 
“Mula sa masa, para sa masa (By 
the people, for the people),” 
stresses that their organization 
is merely an instrument of 
modern bayanihan, not a 
charitable group. 

Like other pantries, they 
also have their fair share 
of hardships and it is also 
difficult for them to hear the 
stories of the people. “But we 
know what we feel for them 
is just a fraction of their daily 
struggles, so we do our best to 
broaden our reach and try to 
help more,” Alba says.

What keeps them going is also the 
positive, grateful attitude of the people. 
“At one point, our supplies were 
stretched to the point that we could 
only offer a piece of salted egg, a bottle 
of Gatorade, and a pack of vitamins. 
We expressed our apologies, but with 
a genuine smile on their face, they 
assured us that it was already a huge 
help,” Flores shares.

“One time, the queue was long and 
the weather was hot. But people still 
found ways to entertain themselves, 
imitating a graduation line or a 
pageant and shouting ‘Malapit na tayo 
grumaduate! (We’re close to graduating!)’ 
and ‘Candidate number one!,’ which 
had people laughing. Every single 
moment gives us that rush which 
keeps us going,” Jader reveals.

Speaking on behalf of the group, 
Baldoza extends their gratitude to Non 
for “rekindling the fire of bayanihan 
that has long been in every Filipino’s 
heart.” 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Belmonte’s statement, Non laments that 
other pantries still have safety concerns. 
“I’ve been trying to coordinate with the 
local government. But I’m frustrated 
because I shouldn’t have to be worried 
about this because it is the job of the 
local government to ensure that their 
citizens are safe. If we have to ask for 
assistance and security, then there’s 
something wrong,” she points out.

Apart from red-tagging, Non reveals 
that she has also been receiving a lot of 
death threats. For now, she will focus 
on making sure that the pantry and the 
movement is running smoothly. “I’m 
not going to forget these threats and I’ll 
file a case someday. But for now, I don’t 
want to focus my energy on that because 
these people who line up every day are 
my priority.”

MODERN BAYANIHAN
The UP Fine Arts graduate is also 
eternally grateful for those who started 
their own community pantries, saying 
the movement would not be what it 
is if people had not responded to the 
call to help. “Because of all of you, the 
community is together again. Apart 
from food security, people are brought 
together,” she says. “This pandemic, 
we have been ‘social distancing.’ 
But because of the pantries, we are 
[physically] distancing, but with social 
solidarity.”

She also notes how the pantry is 
changing the way people think of fellow 
Filipinos. “Filipinos often have this 
notion that we don’t have discipline and 
if it’s for free, then people will get it all. 
But now we’re changing the narrative. 
Delay the judgement and listen to the 

people. Don’t pull each other down. 
After all, the spirit of bayanihan is in 
all of us,” she urges. 

Community pantries are not 
a novel concept. Non shares that 
her sister Jenny, who is living in 
the United States and does mutual 
aid, suggested she start a food 
pantry with the goods that she had 
collected through ayudas and grocery 
shopping. While this Western program 
kickstarted the initiative, Non 
elaborates that generosity and unity 
are inherent in Filipinos. “In the 
province, neighbors often exchange 
crops and goods. The core is very 
much the same and it’s just something 
that we need to revive, especially now 
that many are struggling.”

The movement, however, is far 
from perfect. In the Maginhawa 
pantry, hundreds used to line up every 
day to get food. Because of health and 
safety concerns, the team decided to 
decentralize the system. The original 
pantry in Maginhawa now acts as a 
drop-off point for donations and goods, 
which is then distributed to over 25 
pantries.

“This new system is much better 
because it brings the goods closer to 
the people. Through this solidarity 
network, we plan on opening more 
distribution hubs across the country,” 
Non shares. “For now, this is the 
plan. But in the long run, I know 
there will be a point when people will 
experience donation fatigue. It’s a 
pandemic and we understand because 
the motto is to ‘give according to your 
ability.’ But, ultimately, I dream that 
there will be a community pantry in 

every corner of the Philippines. It 
doesn’t have to be fancy or huge, but 
at least it’s a place where people can 
go if they need help.”

While there is no community 
pantry on every street yet, it is 
undeniable that the movement is 
already a huge help to the Filipino 
people. Some pantry organizers have 
shared their stories and insights 
regarding their local community.

COMING TOGETHER
Zone 3 Rizal, Lapaz, Iloilo City
“We hope to ease the hunger of the 
people within our community as food 
is a basic necessity. Knowing, for at 
least one day, that they will not be 
hungry—this is already a huge help,” 
Iloilo Pride Team chairperson Irish 
Inocento shares.

Inocento, like many community 
pantries organizers across the country, 
began the pantry because they were 
inspired by the one in Maginhawa. 
She says that the initiative, with its 
signature call-to-action phrase, also 
empowers the marginalized sector 
because it is not merely charity. “They 
realize that they also need to think of 
their fellowmen and not just focus on 
their own wellbeing,” she says.

Like the one in Quezon City, 
Inocento reveals that they also 
experienced struggles. “We also 
weren’t spared from the red-tagging. 
Tarpaulins containing our faces and 
names were placed in public spaces, 
which caused severe mental and 
emotional anguish.”

Fortunately, Iloilo City Mayor 
Jerry Treñas assured them that 
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community pantries don’t need 
permits to operate. “You do not need 
my permission to help your fellow 
Ilonggos,” Treñas said.

With the encouragement of the 
local government, the Iloilo Pride 
Team continues their operations. 
But at times, the experience can be 
bittersweet. “One time, an old lady 
was in the queue. We 
asked her if there was 
another person in their 
family who could line 
up instead. She said 
that they were only 
two in the family and 
the other one is blind. 
The breadwinner was 
their nephew who 
worked in Dubai. But 
then he died last year,” 
Inocento shares. 

BEYOND CHARITY
Mandaluyong City
For Con Paminiano, 
the feeling of desperation, frustration, 
and anger of the people towards their 
predicament is “very palpable.” But, at 
the same time, there are individuals 
who help renew people’s faith in 
humanity.

“One lolo simply took a single 
tomato and said ‘Sapat na ‘to (This 
is enough).’ He said there are more 
people in line and they may need the 
goods more [than he does],” the pantry 
organizer shares. “I saw him again 
after that and his mindset was very 
much the same. He was such a pure 
soul.”

Unfortunately, their pantry was 
shut down by the local barangay 
because of crowd control issues. 
Currently, Paminiano is working on 
an “online community pantry” and 
is coordinating with independent 
riders and tricycle drivers to pull off 
the project. Roadblocks, barriers, and 
difficulties will always be there, she 
stresses. But what keeps her going are 
the people who rely on the aid.

HOPE IN HUMANITY
Angat, Bulacan 

In Bulacan, a community pantry 
was started by Hiraya ng Pag-asa or 
Vision of Hope, an organization 
formed by 26 volunteers. Its head 
organizers are Clarence Alba, 
Joaquinn Jader, Federico Baldoza, 
and Rafael Flores.

Flores and Alba were the ones 
who started the organization 
because they were inspired by 
the original pantry in Quezon 
City. Their non-political, non-
partisan organization aims to 
prove that there is still “hope 
in humanity and to show that 
Filipinos still look out for their 
fellow Filipinos.” Their motto, 
“Mula sa masa, para sa masa (By 
the people, for the people),” 
stresses that their organization 
is merely an instrument of 
modern bayanihan, not a 
charitable group. 

Like other pantries, they 
also have their fair share 
of hardships and it is also 
difficult for them to hear the 
stories of the people. “But we 
know what we feel for them 
is just a fraction of their daily 
struggles, so we do our best to 
broaden our reach and try to 
help more,” Alba says.

What keeps them going is also the 
positive, grateful attitude of the people. 
“At one point, our supplies were 
stretched to the point that we could 
only offer a piece of salted egg, a bottle 
of Gatorade, and a pack of vitamins. 
We expressed our apologies, but with 
a genuine smile on their face, they 
assured us that it was already a huge 
help,” Flores shares.

“One time, the queue was long and 
the weather was hot. But people still 
found ways to entertain themselves, 
imitating a graduation line or a 
pageant and shouting ‘Malapit na tayo 
grumaduate! (We’re close to graduating!)’ 
and ‘Candidate number one!,’ which 
had people laughing. Every single 
moment gives us that rush which 
keeps us going,” Jader reveals.

Speaking on behalf of the group, 
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for “rekindling the fire of bayanihan 
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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Belmonte’s statement, Non laments that 
other pantries still have safety concerns. 
“I’ve been trying to coordinate with the 
local government. But I’m frustrated 
because I shouldn’t have to be worried 
about this because it is the job of the 
local government to ensure that their 
citizens are safe. If we have to ask for 
assistance and security, then there’s 
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MODERN BAYANIHAN
The UP Fine Arts graduate is also 
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people. Don’t pull each other down. 
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pantry, hundreds used to line up every 
day to get food. Because of health and 
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decentralize the system. The original 
pantry in Maginhawa now acts as a 
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which is then distributed to over 25 
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because it brings the goods closer to 
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plan. But in the long run, I know 
there will be a point when people will 
experience donation fatigue. It’s a 
pandemic and we understand because 
the motto is to ‘give according to your 
ability.’ But, ultimately, I dream that 
there will be a community pantry in 

every corner of the Philippines. It 
doesn’t have to be fancy or huge, but 
at least it’s a place where people can 
go if they need help.”

While there is no community 
pantry on every street yet, it is 
undeniable that the movement is 
already a huge help to the Filipino 
people. Some pantry organizers have 
shared their stories and insights 
regarding their local community.
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Zone 3 Rizal, Lapaz, Iloilo City
“We hope to ease the hunger of the 
people within our community as food 
is a basic necessity. Knowing, for at 
least one day, that they will not be 
hungry—this is already a huge help,” 
Iloilo Pride Team chairperson Irish 
Inocento shares.

Inocento, like many community 
pantries organizers across the country, 
began the pantry because they were 
inspired by the one in Maginhawa. 
She says that the initiative, with its 
signature call-to-action phrase, also 
empowers the marginalized sector 
because it is not merely charity. “They 
realize that they also need to think of 
their fellowmen and not just focus on 
their own wellbeing,” she says.

Like the one in Quezon City, 
Inocento reveals that they also 
experienced struggles. “We also 
weren’t spared from the red-tagging. 
Tarpaulins containing our faces and 
names were placed in public spaces, 
which caused severe mental and 
emotional anguish.”

Fortunately, Iloilo City Mayor 
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Through
Trials & 

Triumph 

FROM BATANGAS’ TAAL ERUPTION LAST YEAR TO THIS YEAR’S 
ONGOING PANDEMIC, BATANGAS STANDS STRONG THANKS TO VICE 

GOVERNOR MARK LEVISTE’S PASSIONATE LEADERSHIP.
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Through
Trials & 

Triumph 

It’s easy to get drawn to the charismatic presence of Batangas Vice Governor Marc Leviste. With his 
cowboy hat, his winning smile, and apparent passion to connect with people and serve the public—you 
can easily see why Jose Antonio “Marc” Leviste II has once again won the hearts of Batangueños. 

“I’m inspired and motivated by my passion for public service. Pursuing politics is an opportunity 
for me to make a difference, and provide hope in people’s lives,” Vice Governor shared. 

He started campaigning in Batangas in 2003, gaining 13 years of political experience in Batangas. He 
then took a three-year break. But now, he’s serving his second year of his new term as vice governor. 

“When I started in 2003 [and up to this day], I prepared myself emotionally, psychologically, and 
spiritually. As a public servant, one must always be ready to adapt to change, be more sensitive to the 
needs of others, have the discipline to manage time efficiently, and most importantly, be God-centered. It 
also helps that I am a people person. Some say [politics] runs in my blood; that’s why I consider myself a 
‘natural.’”

So it’s been a good 25 years of learning. “Because I was also in Sangguniang Kabataan in 1996. Imagine 
that? I have been in public service for more than half of my life,” he beams. Even with the three-year hiatus, 
he was an active citizen, working as a consultant and volunteer for the MMDA. He also worked at DZMM 

Teleradyo and ABS-CBN where his magazine program tackled 
health, family, entrepreneurship. So his passions were still 
aligned. 

Leviste also served as a volunteer in the presidential 
campaign of former President Fidel V. Ramos (FVR) in 1992. 
This was his first exposure to public service and politics. 

“My first time running a campaign was in 1992 when 
former president FVR won the election and became the 
President of the Republic. I was a pollwatcher under LAKAS-
CMD,” Leviste shared. “I remember that it was a very 
humbling experience dahil yung partido namin ang pinaka manipis 
or maliit ang budget o pondo (because our party had the smallest 
budget or fund).”

He remembers being at Manila City Hall where there was 
a massive tally board outside. Pollwatchers, like him, would 
count votes for hours. Since their party was working on a 
limited budget, the volunteers only had carton boxes where 
they could rest. It was a stark contrast to the other parties 
who had tents and coffee dispensers for their volunteers. 
“Ang pinakapag-agaw ng tulog para sa amin ay kapag manonood kami 
ng sine sa Harrison Plaza—hindi para sa pelikula kundi para lang sa 

airconditioned at madilim na room para makapagpahinga ang aming mga mata dahil nga puyat na puyat at pagod na pagod 
kami (We stole some sleep by going to the Harrison Plaza cinema—not to watch films, but because it was an 
airconditioned and dark room where we could rest our eyes because we were sleep-deprived and tired). But it 
was a worthwhile experience,” he nods. “It was my first crack at Philippine politics. I dipped my own hand 
in the experience. At the end of the day, kami ang pinaka masaya dahil kami ang nakakakuha at nakakatally ng may 
pinakamaraming boto (we were the happiest because we got and tallied the most number of votes).”

This experience during the FVR campaign was definitely eye-opening for the young public servant. But 
it was much-needed and it was encouraged that he sought out more experiences like this to deepen his 
appreciation for public service and his esteemed political lineage. 
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degree’ in the ‘Mandanas Institute of 
Politics.’ The leadership of Governor 
Dodo Mandanas inspires me a lot. 
Long story short, my immediate 
superiors serve as my mentors, and 
I allow their greatness to mold me 
into a better leader. That’s the kind of 
follower and team player I am.”

The young Leviste went back to his 
hometown in Lipa, Batangas in 2003. 
“The People, the Batangueño Spirit; 
I love our people. They are the heart 
and soul of the province. Batangueños 
are recognized for their bravery 
(katapangan), wisdom (katalinuhan), 
beauty (kagandahan), industry (kasipagan), 
and bobility (kagitingan). And, of course, 
the fun part: the breathtaking sites 
and attractions, its rich culture and 
heritage, and the accessibility [of 
Batangas] from Metro Manila and the 
rest of South Luzon. Everything about 
my hometown is to love—or to die for!” 

Of course, the young Leviste, 
coming from a proud lineage, is aware 
of the pressure; he had big shoes to 
fill. “There were huge expectations, kasi 
apo ni Sanoy, pamangkin ni José Antonio 
‘Tony’ C. Leviste, at marami pang Leviste 
na naglingkod sa Batangas and ito nga ako, 
bata pa. Alam mo may kasabihan kami sa 
Batangas, ‘Maganda pa nga’t bata para 
maraming magawa’ (because I was Sanoy’s 
grandson, Jose Antonio ‘Tony’ Leviste’s 
nephew, and many more Leviste’s that 
have served Batangas and here I am, so 
young. We have a saying in Batangas, 
‘It’s good to be young because you 

can still do plenty of things),” Leviste 
quipped. 

The then 25-year-old Leviste started 
campaigning in 2003. Then, in 2004, 
he focused his efforts on cultural 
tourism. In time, his work in building 
a more dynamic tourism culture in the 
region transformed Batangas into an 
even more popular tourist destination, 
known for its stunning beaches, 
cultural and religious sites, and foodie 
hotspots. 

TAAL ERUPTION 2020
At a time when the tourism industry 
in Batangas seemed robust, they 
found themselves in a standstill when 
the region was overwhelmed by the 
Taal Eruption in 2020. Leviste was 
faced with heartbreaking scenes, with 
his people losing their properties 
and livelihood since their work and 
businesses were greatly affected by the 
calamity. 

“Prior to the eruption and 
COVID-19, I considered Taal Lake 
and Volcano as the heart of Batangas. 
Geographically, it’s right in the middle 
of our province,” Leviste said.

“Since time immemorial, Taal 
Volcano provided for the people of 
Batangas and the Philippines. Sabi ng 
Mamay at Nanay namin, our ancestors, 
kaya malusog, mataba, at maganda ang 
lupain lalo higit pang agrikultura sa aming 
probinsya ay dahil sa mga pagputok ng 
bulkan (Our grandmother and mother, 
our ancestors, used to say that the 

reason why our land is fertile, rich, 
and good for agriculture is because 
of the volcano’s eruptions). It gave us 
the land and soil, which is conducive 
for agriculture. So talagang, marami ang 
nakinabang kaya’t itinuturing na buhay ang 
Taal Volcano, kaya nga puso ng Batangas 
(Really, plenty of people benefit from 
it. That’s why many consider the 
Taal Volcano their life, the heart of 
Batangas).”

For both foreign and local tourists 
alike, Taal and its surrounding vicinity 
have become well-loved destination. 
You can explore the lake, and when 
you get to the volcano island, you can 
go trekking or ride a horse going to the 
summit of the volcano. If you want a 
different type of experience, you can 
go directly to Crater Lake through San 
Nicolas. 

Leviste recalls the early hours 
just after the eruption. “I was in 
the main office and headquarters of 
DOST PHIVOLCS in Quezon City, 
closely monitoring the post-eruption 
activities of Taal Volcano. From there, 
I was able to coordinate with other 
government agencies and officials that 
were leading the recovery and relief 
operations. Naghati kami ng trabaho ni 
Gov. Dodo Mandanas para mas marami 
kaming matapos, magawa, at ma-cover, at 
matulungan na mga kababayan (Gov. Dodo 
Mandanas and I split duties so that we 
could cover, do, and accomplish more 
and help our constituents),” he said. 

Leviste explained that although 

BORN TO BE A LEADER
His grandfather, the late governor 
Feliciano “Mamay Sanoy” Leviste, was 
known as the “Father of the Masses” 
and the “Champion in Community 
Development,” because of his work 
and community development. These 
became best practice, not only in 
Batangas, but in the whole country. 
“Tinularan ito ng mga lalawigan at ng 
iba’t-ibang LGU sa buong Pilipinas (These 
practices were emulated by different 
provinces and LGUs all over the 
Philippines). He passed away in 1976 

before I was even born. Kaya ang sabi ng 
mga nakatatanda, ang kamatayan ni Sanoy 
ay ang pagkabuhay ni Marc Leviste (The 
elders say that the death of Sanoy gave 
life to) Marc Leviste,” he said. 

Even with his years of public 
service experience, Marc acknowledges 
that he still has a lot to accomplish 
and more so to learn. “I am humble 
enough to admit that malayo pa ako sa 
naabot ni Mamay Sanoy. Ika nga e, marami 
pa akong kakainin para mapantayan man 
lang, kung hindi malampasan ang kanyang 
gawain. Subalit, iyon ang aking inspirasyon 

para gumawa ng kabutihan sa ating mga 
kababayan at sa ating lalawigan (I’m still 
far from reaching what Mamay Sanoy 
did. As they say, I still have a lot to 
prove to even match, if not exceed, 
what he did. However, this is my 
inspiration to do more good for the 
people and province of Batangas). At 
the very least, I don’t want to ruin 
the legacy of my ancestors, mainly my 
grandfather, and I want to preserve the 
good name of my family.”

As a teen, Leviste was briefly based 
in Makati, Metro Manila to study 
where he also first officially pursued 
his passion and career in politics. He 
became one of the council members of 
Sangguniang Kabataan in Barangay 
Bel-Air in Makati. 

“That time, it was just logical for 
me to join Sangguniang Kabataan in 
Makati because I was based there, and 
it was practical and accessible for me 
to monitor the day-to-day activities. 
Imagine, if I took the opportunity to 
be in Sangguniang Kabataan of Lipa, 
my barangay in Batangas, I would be 
an absentee leader and that would be 
unfair. And I did not like that idea,” 
he said.

The vice governor shared his 
experience serving the two different 
localities. Makati and Batangas, Lipa 
in particular, had different cultures 
and political atmospheres, he says. 

In Makati, his boss then was 
former SK president and former 
Makati Mayor Junjun Binay. In Lipa, 
his boss was Vilma Santos, who was 
serving her third term as mayor of 
Batangas City, and Sen. Ralph Recto. 
“So from the little league to the big 
league!” he shared. “Other than my 
father and my mom, I have a few 
whom i consider mentors: Sen. Ralph 
Recto was my first political guardian. 
For a good 12 years, I learned from the 
‘Ralph Recto School of Government.’ 
I equally admire Congresswoman 
Vilma Santos, because of her heart 
to serve and skills in communication. 
Currently, I am taking up my ‘master’s 
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nephew, and many more Leviste’s that 
have served Batangas and here I am, so 
young. We have a saying in Batangas, 
‘It’s good to be young because you 

can still do plenty of things),” Leviste 
quipped. 

The then 25-year-old Leviste started 
campaigning in 2003. Then, in 2004, 
he focused his efforts on cultural 
tourism. In time, his work in building 
a more dynamic tourism culture in the 
region transformed Batangas into an 
even more popular tourist destination, 
known for its stunning beaches, 
cultural and religious sites, and foodie 
hotspots. 

TAAL ERUPTION 2020
At a time when the tourism industry 
in Batangas seemed robust, they 
found themselves in a standstill when 
the region was overwhelmed by the 
Taal Eruption in 2020. Leviste was 
faced with heartbreaking scenes, with 
his people losing their properties 
and livelihood since their work and 
businesses were greatly affected by the 
calamity. 

“Prior to the eruption and 
COVID-19, I considered Taal Lake 
and Volcano as the heart of Batangas. 
Geographically, it’s right in the middle 
of our province,” Leviste said.

“Since time immemorial, Taal 
Volcano provided for the people of 
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Mamay at Nanay namin, our ancestors, 
kaya malusog, mataba, at maganda ang 
lupain lalo higit pang agrikultura sa aming 
probinsya ay dahil sa mga pagputok ng 
bulkan (Our grandmother and mother, 
our ancestors, used to say that the 

reason why our land is fertile, rich, 
and good for agriculture is because 
of the volcano’s eruptions). It gave us 
the land and soil, which is conducive 
for agriculture. So talagang, marami ang 
nakinabang kaya’t itinuturing na buhay ang 
Taal Volcano, kaya nga puso ng Batangas 
(Really, plenty of people benefit from 
it. That’s why many consider the 
Taal Volcano their life, the heart of 
Batangas).”

For both foreign and local tourists 
alike, Taal and its surrounding vicinity 
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you get to the volcano island, you can 
go trekking or ride a horse going to the 
summit of the volcano. If you want a 
different type of experience, you can 
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Leviste recalls the early hours 
just after the eruption. “I was in 
the main office and headquarters of 
DOST PHIVOLCS in Quezon City, 
closely monitoring the post-eruption 
activities of Taal Volcano. From there, 
I was able to coordinate with other 
government agencies and officials that 
were leading the recovery and relief 
operations. Naghati kami ng trabaho ni 
Gov. Dodo Mandanas para mas marami 
kaming matapos, magawa, at ma-cover, at 
matulungan na mga kababayan (Gov. Dodo 
Mandanas and I split duties so that we 
could cover, do, and accomplish more 
and help our constituents),” he said. 

Leviste explained that although 

BORN TO BE A LEADER
His grandfather, the late governor 
Feliciano “Mamay Sanoy” Leviste, was 
known as the “Father of the Masses” 
and the “Champion in Community 
Development,” because of his work 
and community development. These 
became best practice, not only in 
Batangas, but in the whole country. 
“Tinularan ito ng mga lalawigan at ng 
iba’t-ibang LGU sa buong Pilipinas (These 
practices were emulated by different 
provinces and LGUs all over the 
Philippines). He passed away in 1976 

before I was even born. Kaya ang sabi ng 
mga nakatatanda, ang kamatayan ni Sanoy 
ay ang pagkabuhay ni Marc Leviste (The 
elders say that the death of Sanoy gave 
life to) Marc Leviste,” he said. 

Even with his years of public 
service experience, Marc acknowledges 
that he still has a lot to accomplish 
and more so to learn. “I am humble 
enough to admit that malayo pa ako sa 
naabot ni Mamay Sanoy. Ika nga e, marami 
pa akong kakainin para mapantayan man 
lang, kung hindi malampasan ang kanyang 
gawain. Subalit, iyon ang aking inspirasyon 

para gumawa ng kabutihan sa ating mga 
kababayan at sa ating lalawigan (I’m still 
far from reaching what Mamay Sanoy 
did. As they say, I still have a lot to 
prove to even match, if not exceed, 
what he did. However, this is my 
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people and province of Batangas). At 
the very least, I don’t want to ruin 
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good name of my family.”

As a teen, Leviste was briefly based 
in Makati, Metro Manila to study 
where he also first officially pursued 
his passion and career in politics. He 
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Sangguniang Kabataan in Barangay 
Bel-Air in Makati. 

“That time, it was just logical for 
me to join Sangguniang Kabataan in 
Makati because I was based there, and 
it was practical and accessible for me 
to monitor the day-to-day activities. 
Imagine, if I took the opportunity to 
be in Sangguniang Kabataan of Lipa, 
my barangay in Batangas, I would be 
an absentee leader and that would be 
unfair. And I did not like that idea,” 
he said.

The vice governor shared his 
experience serving the two different 
localities. Makati and Batangas, Lipa 
in particular, had different cultures 
and political atmospheres, he says. 

In Makati, his boss then was 
former SK president and former 
Makati Mayor Junjun Binay. In Lipa, 
his boss was Vilma Santos, who was 
serving her third term as mayor of 
Batangas City, and Sen. Ralph Recto. 
“So from the little league to the big 
league!” he shared. “Other than my 
father and my mom, I have a few 
whom i consider mentors: Sen. Ralph 
Recto was my first political guardian. 
For a good 12 years, I learned from the 
‘Ralph Recto School of Government.’ 
I equally admire Congresswoman 
Vilma Santos, because of her heart 
to serve and skills in communication. 
Currently, I am taking up my ‘master’s 



“Passion is the key 
to success. I believe 
that you should do 
a job with passion, 
or not at all.Love 
what you do and do 
what you love; then 
commit to it.”

“Sustainability is the key. We must 
support our farmers with infrastructure 
and equipment, regulate importation, 
and encourage the youth to get into 
agriculture like farming, fishing or 
otherwise. Our plans must be ‘future-
proof’ for the generations to come,” he 
adds. 

PASSION AND DUTY
If there’s one thing that has kept Marc 
Leviste going, it is his passion to lead 
and serve. 

“For me, passion is the key to 
success; do everything with passion, 
or not at all! Love what you do and 
do what you love, then commit to it! 
Also, be humble. Humility plays a big 
role, and is actually the mother of all 
virtues. It is in being humble that our 
love and service becomes real, sincere 
and passionate.”

It is this very passion that has him 
committed and driven to help his 
fellow Batangueños. It’s possible for 
leaders to stumble, he says, but what is 
important is that they learn from their 
mistakes and try to become better. “As 
they say, you can only prepare so much 
but you cannot prepare for everything,” 
he said. But every crisis becomes a 
learning experience, and the more 
lessons you embrace, the greater the 
wisdom you gain. 

And learning is something that 
Leviste bravely embraces. “I have 
learned that being a father and Vice 
Governor means that I have to be a 
worthy role model; be someone that 
my children and my constituents can 
look up to. I guess the Spiderman 
principle is true: ‘With great power 
comes great responsibility.’ Secondly, 
that the public eye doesn’t blink; and 
this is more true with the emergence 
of social media, so I constantly adopt 
an unrelenting focus on the quality of 
service that I provide. Lastly, that the 
trust and loyalty of the people may be 
hard earned, but easily lost—so I stay 
committed to being a true and God-
fearing public servant.

“In this pandemic, it became evident 
that the most energetic, active, and 
effective are the young leaders. You see 
the likes of Mayor Isko Moreno, Mayor 
Vico Sotto, and Mayor Francis Zamora—
not just in our country but also in 
other parts of the world. It’s really the 
younger generation’s time; it’s really our 
time to shine,” he says. “Though I don’t 
consider myself very young anymore, I 
am still very much influenced by the 
energy and mindset of the youth.”

Tested by time and crises, Leviste 
has proven that he is fitting to be called 

a “true son” of the fathers of Batangas. 
From the rise and fall of tourism in 
Batangas, to its reawakening, Leviste 
remains steadfast in serving his people—
and he hopes to continue to serve them 
in a second term. “God-willing, I will 
run for reelection [as vice governor].”

The vice governor has one message 
for his people in Batangas: “Sa aking mga 
kababayan, keep the faith at manatiling 
magiting (To my fellow Batangueños, keep 
the faith and remain courageous).” 
___________________________________
Grooming by Muriel Vega Perez
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the Taal tragedy last year caused them so much anguish, 
in a way, it also prepared them for the pandemic, which 
would prove to be a more challenging crisis.“Anxiety 
and uncertainty were very much in the air, but it did not 
take long to overcome these because of the extraordinary 
and unprecedented show of support and compassion 
from our very own kababayans in Batangas and fellow 
Filipinos worldwide. Nakita at ramdam na ramdam ang 
pagmamalasakit at bayanihan spirit ng bawat isa (We saw and 
felt the compassion and bayanihan spirit from each 
person). This overwhelming response further inspired us 
[in government] to develop ways and means to reinstate 
and rejuvenate the economy 
as quickly as possible, and to 
do everything we can, in our 
capacity, to help each other stay 
healthy and safe.”

“I believe that these 
experiences with the eruption 
of the Taal Volcano, and now 
the pandemic, prepared us to 
be more ‘barako’ in a good way; 
naging mas magiting at mas matatag 
ang mga Batangueño (Batangueños 
became braver and stronger). We 
learned from the past, and we 
remember that this, too, shall 
pass.”

The good news is that 
the region is already finding 
different ways and means to 
bounce back and restart the 
tourism activities in and around 
Taal Lake. “Today we are 

working towards the upgrading of our healthcare system and 
economic recovery for businesses. These are priorities at this 
time. We need to develop health-related programs that are 
more attuned to the demands of the ‘new normal,’ and, at the 
same time, sustainable in the long-run. On the other hand, 
we need to help businesses and industries rebound faster in 
order to generate more jobs for our citizens.”

A two-time COVID-19 survivor, Leviste understands the 
needs of the public. “During my ordeal, I have understood 
more the meaning and value of ‘quality of life’—what really 
makes life worth living. I was deeply humbled by the 
experience of having gone full circle, from being a frontliner 
to a two-time survivor (experienced both asymptomatic and 
symptomatic).  And this is something that I do not wish for 
anyone to go through, so I am committed to do the work to 
help protect others by urging everyone to trust the process!” 
He assures his people that all of the government’s resources 
and services are in place and made available to especially 
provide “convenience, comfort, and cure to everyone. I should 

know; I’ve been there and done that.”
The citizens can be assured of full 

protection. The Provincial Government 
of Batangas is fully committed to 
provide free vaccine to all. 

In addition to the vaccine roll 
out, “In the future, I will look into 
the expanding the development, and 
maximizing the utilization of the 
International Port of Batangas and 
Taal Lake. And last but not least, I will 
consider the idea of reapportioning 
or redistricting the current First 
and Third Congressional Districts of 
Batangas, which will help increase the 
provision of resources from the national 
government.”

With Batangas also fulfilling an 
important role in the agriculture 
industry, the local government is 
seeking the balance to protect tradition 
and culture with industrialization. 
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From the rise and fall of tourism in 
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He assures his people that all of the government’s resources 
and services are in place and made available to especially 
provide “convenience, comfort, and cure to everyone. I should 

know; I’ve been there and done that.”
The citizens can be assured of full 

protection. The Provincial Government 
of Batangas is fully committed to 
provide free vaccine to all. 

In addition to the vaccine roll 
out, “In the future, I will look into 
the expanding the development, and 
maximizing the utilization of the 
International Port of Batangas and 
Taal Lake. And last but not least, I will 
consider the idea of reapportioning 
or redistricting the current First 
and Third Congressional Districts of 
Batangas, which will help increase the 
provision of resources from the national 
government.”

With Batangas also fulfilling an 
important role in the agriculture 
industry, the local government is 
seeking the balance to protect tradition 
and culture with industrialization. 



30   LEAGUE 

From then on, that was the very first thing the 
excited dady would do dupon seeing my newborns. 
“My only daughter, Arielle, who came after Ronin 
was normal and uber-big, while my youngest, C2, 
had an extra finger as well. So there you go! I vividly 
and happily remember those precious moments at the 
hospital.” 

Arielle is a millennium baby who was born in 2000, 
the year of the golden dragon. “At that time, everyone 
wanted to have a millennium baby. They say that those 
born that year are lucky, hardworking, and will be 
affluent or prominent,” he reveals. “My initial reaction 
when she was born was cuteness overload! She was so 
adorable.”

Lastly, Conrado (or C2, as they call him) is the 
“victory” who was born during an election year. “Right 
after his birth in February, I won in the May elections. 
That was my first vice gubernatorial election and it was 
one of my tightest, most controversial elections. I was 
29 [years old] at that time,” he reminisces. “I consider 
C2 as a good luck charm.”

But what the seasoned politician does know is that 
he takes fatherhood “very personally.” As a single 
parent, Marc takes great pride in taking care of the 
children.

“So the biggest challenge is trying to do everything. 
Not only do I try to be the best father to my children, 
but I also exert the effort to fulfill other roles—as 
mother, brother, friend, ‘frenemy,’ adviser, leader, 
inspiration. Another is balancing my responsibilities to 
the province,” he shares. “I want to give quality time to 
everyone. Sometimes, even if I’m exhausted from work, 
pipigain ko pa (I exert whatever leftover energy I have) to 
enjoy quality time with my family.”

Ronin points out that while they do share their time 

with the province of Batangas, he and his siblings completely 
understand. “My dad is most fulfilled when he is with the 
communities of Batangas. We know that’s where he is happy. On 
our end, I guess, it sometimes comes at the cost of our time with 
him. Despite everything, he would always find the time and make 
sure to be present in the most important events of our lives.”

NUMBER ONE SUPPORTER
Apart from time with his children, Leviste also stresses the 
importance of setting aside time for yourself. Self-love, he points 
out, is also important. “I’m still a young parent at 43 [years old]. 
I also want to enjoy my life and I want to enjoy my lifestyle with 
them,” he points out. The family enjoys travelling together and 
Leviste often encourages his kids to try out local cuisine. 

Another passion of his is golfing, which he is glad to 
share with his eldest son. He and his youngest son, C2, bond 
over basketball. While his only daughter is always game for 
experiences. “I think both of us are very adventurous,” she 
reveals. “We got tattoos together and we like riding roller 
coasters, skydiving, bungee jumping, just exploring new things.”

“We have a saying in Batangas, ‘Ibigay ang hilig nang walang ligalig 
(Give them what they want without fuss).’ Allow them to do what 
they want and express themselves,” he says, which he applies to 

Parenting, they say, is not for the faint 
of heart. It is, at its core, a lifetime 
commitment reaffirmed by love and duty. 

For Batangas Vice Governor Marc 
Leviste, they were excited to know that their 
firstborn would be a boy. “Before Ronin, my 
brother already had two daughters. On our side of 
the family, [my son] was the first male. Everyone, 
especially my father, wanted a grandson. My entire 
family was excited for the birth of Ronin,” he 
shares.

Leviste remembers waiting in the delivery room 
with his mother, brimming with excitement. When 
the baby arrived, she immediately told him to 
check their baby’s hands and feet. “Akala ko nagbibiro, 
so binilang ko (I thought she was just kidding, so I 
counted). Ronin was born with 11 fingers and 12 
toes. I thought I was hallucinating!”

Our Father 

BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MANUEL GENEROSO

 
This Father’s Day, we ask Batangas 
Vice-Governor Marc Leviste how he 
manages to be a father of 3 children, 
and of 3-million constituents.
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alive, spend time together),” he stresses.
If there’s one thing he’d like to debunk about fatherhood and fathers 

is that men can be just as loving and nurturing as mothers. “Fathers can 
be emotional and sentimental, too. Traditionally, dads are known to be 
‘providers.’ It is not expected that (we) be fully-present and support the 
emotional life of our children. However, I am very expressive towards my 
kids. Cheesy or corny as it may seem, I find joy in showing my affection 
for them.”

But like every parent, one thought scares the father of three—and 
that’s becoming an empty-nester and being alone. “As a single parent, I 
still cannot imagine being alone and away from my children when they 
start having a family of their own since they lived with me all their lives. 
Good thing my kids are still young, so I think I’ll just cross the bridge 
when I get there,” he chuckles. 

He ends the interview with wise advice to his children: “Trust, Honor, 
and Loyalty are key; you can’t go wrong with these. It’s what my dad 
taught me, it’s what I live by, and it should help my children in the 
future,” he ends. 

“I think it’s a good idea to also show 
compassion to your constituents. That 
way, mararamdaman nila na galing sa 
puso ang iyong ginagawa.

his parenting approach. 
“It’s not my style to force 
anything [onto] them. I 
encourage them to try 
something at least once. 
But whatever it is that 
they want, I support them 
101%. And if I can, I will 
even join them.”

A prime example is 
when he supported his 
daughter’s dream to study 
abroad. Arielle is currently 
studying at Pepperdine 
University in Malibu, California. The 
vice governor admits the decision had 
to be thought through since it posed 
certain challenges as they all reside in 
the Philippines. But he understood why 
she felt she needed to study abroad. It 
was probably her way to make a name 
for herself outside the family and be 
independent.

“Usually, with only girls, parents are 
very protective. You don’t want them to 
get hurt. But I allowed her to explore 
and be independent, and try it out there 
in the world,” he shares. 

Describing his parenting style, 
Leviste shares, “I walk it like I talk it. I 
don’t really dictate how my kids should 
live. I simply do what I have to do, and 
let them watch me do it. As a father, I 
want to give my children a good chance 
at everything that they aspire for.”

Fortunately for Leviste, his children 
always keep his advice in mind. C2 

shares that one particular lesson his 
father taught him is to always have 
confidence in himself. “[My dad said 
that] I need to manifest self-confidence 
so that when I grow up, I won’t 
struggle with making choices in my 
life,” he reveals.

To the three children, their dad 
is the textbook definition of support 
and compassion. These two qualities 
seem to color the politician’s way of 
living, not only as a father to his three 
children but also as the father of the 
province of Batangas.

“I learned that becoming a 
father and Vice Governor means 
you have to be a role model for your 
children and your constituents, and 
be someone they can look up to. So 
I guess the Spiderman principle is 
true: ‘With great power comes great 
responsibility’,”Leviste says. “Naturally, 
I have a deep emotional attachment to 
my family. But I think it’s a good idea 

to also show compassion 
to your constituents. That 
way, mararamdaman nila 
na galing sa puso ang iyong 
ginagawa (they really feel 
that what you are doing is 
genuinely from the heart).”

Sincerity, he points 
out, is something everyone 
wants to see in their 
leaders. “I think ang 
isang panghuhugutan [ng 
compassion] ay ‘yung kung 
anong ginagawa mo, anong 

pangarap mo sa iyong sariling pamilya, sa 
sarili mong anak ay mararamdaman mo rin 
para sa extended family mo (one source 
of compassion would be to think that 
what you do or what you dream for 
your family and children is also what 
you want for your extended family). In 
my case, my constituents.”

CARPE DIEM
With his energetic personality and 

wide smile, it is no wonder that his 
mantra is the famous quote—“Seize 
the day!” For Leviste, the bottom line 
is learning to think long-term while 
also making the most out of every day. 
The pandemic especially solidified this 
approach to life.

“Today, you can be healthy. 
Tomorrow, only God knows what 
will happen to you and your family. 
Hangga’t malusog ka at buhay ka, gawin 
niyo na (As long as you are healthy and 
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FOOD: CORCOLON’S LOMI HOUSE 
SAN JOSE, BATANGAS
They say that some of the most delicious food doesn’t 
always come from fancy restaurants. Sometimes, 
it can be from simple, hole-in-the-wall eateries or 
even a karinderya. Egg noodle soup, famously known 
as “lomi,” is a must-try dish when you visit Batangas. 
Here, you’ll find a number of restaurants that stand 
out from the rest. One of these is Corcolon’s Lomi 
house, located in San Jose, Batangas. This lomi house 
has been around for more than 20 years, and was 
first called Tess Lomi House, named after the owner, 
Maritess Lopez. Tita Maritess hails from Bulacan, 
and she developed her famous lomi recipe with her 
Batangueño husband. Their distinct lomi showcases 
the two different flavors and cooking techniques of 
Batangas and Bulacan, perfectly merging them to 
create a truly mouthwatering dish.
 
 

DESSERT: 
GINATAANG 
PININDOT
Ginataang Pinindot 
is a sweet dessert 
usually served 
at celebrations 
such as birthdays, 
holidays, and other 
special occasions. 
Believed to bring 
good luck, this 
dessert dish 
is made with 
small spheres of 
glutinous malagkit 
rice, sweet potato, 
jackfruit, and 
sago, cooked in 
coconut milk and 
sugar. Since most 
Batangueños are accustomed to making their own recipe of 
Ginataang Pinindot, it can be found at almost every restaurant. 
It is also the perfect dessert to pair with Batangas’ signature 
barako coffee. 
 

 
SOUVENIR SHOP: ONA’S BATANGAS BLADES 
TAAL, BATANGAS
 
Batangeños are fierce by nature. And, in fact, this city 
has produced a great number of warriors. So it’s pretty 
obvious why this town is known as the “balisong” capital 
of our country. Balisong, or butterfly knives, are the 
Batangas version of the Kris knives—a weapon used 
by the Malaya-Polynesians in 800 AD. It is a handmade 
blade, which holds great cultural and historical 
significance. You can find these works of art at Ona’s 
Batangas Blades in Taal. This blade shop is one of the 
oldest stores in the area, and is owned by Diosdado 
Ona, famously known as Mang Ona, who’s also the 
maker of these polished balisongs. 

SPOTLIGHT

WELLNESS: FARM AT SAN BENITO 
LIPA, BATANGAS
An escape is what we’re all craving for, especially 
after these lockdowns. At The Farm at San Benito, 
get ready to be pampered while in the midst of 
nature. The Farm offers medically-supervised 
holistic programs grouped in the following: Health 
Optimization Programs, Executive Health Programs, 
Cellular Health Programs, Aesthetic Programs, and 
Special Treatments. These treatments allow visitors 
to recuperate and be re-energized to face another 
week of hustling in the city.

 

A Guide to the Rich 
Batangas Province
Take an hour’s drive from Manila and find yourself 
immersed in the coastal beauty of Batangas. Discover 
more than just great food and adventure here. 

BY ANGELICA MONTORO

The allure of Batangas is not 
quite new to many. In fact, 
this rich province always 

tops travel guides when people 
want accessibility, beauty, and 
nature. It is home to one of the 
most majestic volcanoes in the 
Philippines, the Taal Volcano, and 
magnificent coral reefs located in 
Anilao, which continue to dazzle 
professional divers and amateurs 
alike. It is also known for its strong 
and aromatic barako coffee 

 If you’re planning to have a 
quick getaway not far from Metro 
Manila, here’s our top picks of 
destinations in Batangas.  

DIVING: SALTITUDE RESORT
MABINI, BATANGAS
If you’re one for water adventures and thrilling 
experiences, then Saltitude Beach Resort is for you. 
Located along the coastal waters of Mabini, Batangas, 
the resort allows you to explore Batangas’ famous coral 
reefs. While here, try out the different water adventures 
- from diving, wind-surfing, kayaking, and snorkeling. If 
you’re up for a more leisure afternoon, boat rides can 
bring you to the beach’s most scenic spots. 
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eventually 
became a source 
of livelihood 
for many local 
farmers for many 
generations. 

Enjoying a 
cup of perfectly 
roasted Barako 
can be done 
using only a pot, 
cup of water, and 
Barako beans—
just like what the 

locals do in Batangas. But for those who would like to explore different 
blended coffee flavors, Timplado by Circa 1740 offers numerous exciting 
choices. Their coffee flavors include Grabriela Dip Coffee (Pure Black), 
Teresa Dip Coffee (White Chocolate), Melchora Dip Coffee (Sweet), 
Marcela Dip Coffee (Peanut), Josefa Dip Coffee (3-in-1), and Gliceria Dip 
Coffee (Chili), which are all locally sourced from Batangueño farmers.

Aside from the blended Barako coffee, Timplado also offers tasty 
desserts like sapin-sapin and suman. In their restaurant in Lipa, you 
can also indulge in their mouthwatering dishes such as their best-
selling Timplado Pork Tomahawk, Baby Back Ribs with Timplado Tablea 
Sauce, Apo Pizza with Timplado Tapa, Timplado Prime Beef Steak, and 
Timplado Baked Rosemary Chicken. The 
ingredients they use for their dishes are 
100% local produce, bought directly from 
farmers and local producers. Know more 
about their cause and products on www.
timplado.com.ph.

Best selling Sapin-sapin for the win

Timplado’s Chicken Kebab

Timplado’s Salisbury Steak

TRAVEL APP: RICH BATANGAS
The Provincial Tourism and Cultural 
Affairs (PTCAO) launched “Rich Batangas,” 
last December 8, 2020, to promote 
the province’s tourism. The goal of 
this app and website is to provide an 
accessible and convenient way to learn 
about Batangas—its history, culture, and 
attractions. On the app and website, 

you can browse the travel guide e-books, online PTCAO registration, 
PTCAO Newsletters, PTCAO chat, and Batangas E-Museo Tour. The 
app is available for download on both Android and iOS. To know more 
about the app and the site, you can visit www.richbatangasph.com. 

MATABUNGKAY BEACH RESORT

SPOTLIGHT

COFFEE AND LOCAL DISHES: 
TIMPLADO BY CIRCA 1740, LIPA BATANGAS
Barako coffee is always top of mind among coffee lovers when 
they come to visit Batangas. Barako coffee is distinct in that it 
has a strong, unique aroma and has an equally bold and smooth 
taste. It’s beans are of the Liberica variety—a rare and exotic 
type of coffee that can only be grown in three out of around 70 
coffee-producing countries in the world. While this Barako coffee 
can easily be found in local markets and groceries nationwide, 
only a few roasters sell high-quality beans that maximize the 
flavors of the Barako bean and which abide by a fair-trade 
system. 

Timplado by Circa 1740, a food and beverage company founded 
by Kath Manto, Aries Asilo, and Allan Bautista, is one of these 
roaster-retailers that take great pride in producing world-class 
quality Barako roasts. The name Circa 1740 came from the year 
when coffee was first brought to Batangas by the Spaniards, 
while the country was still a colony. Coffee-farming and roasting 

Located in the seaside town of Lian, Matabungkay Beach Hotel is 
an iconic resort that has entertained locals and tourists for over 30 
years. Guests of all ages will enjoy the resort’s three pools and the 
private beach. 

But that is not all that Matabungkay offers. Guests can relax in the 
Solea Spa or enjoy a couple of drinks while playing darts or singing on 
the karaoke in the Wave Sports Bar. Those looking to get more action 
and adventure can rent the jet ski, banana boat, or kayak. The resort 
also offers helmet diving and beach cove hopping. 

With all these amenities and relaxing accommodations, staying 
in the famous resort guarantees a fun, memorable vacation for your 
family and friends.

Timplado is a Registered Trademark.
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Then came the Republic Act 
10931, also known as the Universal 
Access to Quality Tertiary Education 
Act in 2017. Providing free tuition 
and miscellaneous fees to students of 
state universities and colleges (SUCs), 
LUCs, and private institutions, more 
youth are granted access to quality 
education without the financial 
strain.

 
YES TO CHANGE
The implementation of the law is a 
big win especially for LUCs. Without 
the national government assistance in 
the past, it’s impossible for students 
not to shell out fees to be paid. This 
results in students dropping out due 
to lack of monetary capabilities.

 When CHED Chairperson 
Prospero “Popoy” de Vera entered the 
scene, he was determined to include 
everyone—even LUCs—to the list of 
grantees of the commission. Seeing 
that their students need help the 
most, it’s only a logical decision to 
pursue the cause.

 “I stood up in public and said 
‘yes’ to free higher education. That’s 
a political promise of the President 
during the campaign. So I am 
obligated to fight it out,” he recalls. 
And the rest, as Chairman Popoy 
says, is history.

 After the law was passed, de Vera 
readily worked on things that needed 
fixing. Having served as vice president 
of the University of the Philippines 
(UP) and having sat on the boards of 
SUCs before, de Vera’s transition to the 
work as commissioner wasn’t much of a 
challenge. He already had a vision. Now, 
all he needs is to take action.

 In his first year in the position, the 
chairman created institutional reforms 
and resolved recurring policy concerns, 
which covered the exclusion of LUCs in 
CHED programs. He then gathered and 
arranged a meeting with the presidents 
of these campuses. “For the first time, 
the local universities and colleges 
became a part of the higher education 
family,” Chairman de Vera shares. “We 
established good relations with them, 
where before, the relations were really 
adversarial.”

 Another thing he promised was 
building a level-playing field among 
all institutions, whether state, local, or 
private. “We now require a certificate 
of program compliance for all degree 
programs. They must meet minimum 
requirements for the faculty who teach 
the course, the curriculum that is used, 
the facilities, and more,” he further 
explains. So no matter where a student 
chooses to pursue his studies, there’s an 
assurance of quality.

 
INCREASING GRANTEES
“In terms of free higher education, 
the good news is that the budget 
has been increasing every year,” 
the commissioner happily reports. 
“We are able to get the commitment 
of the legislature and, of course, 
the President to not only maintain 
levels of funding, but increase the 
allotment as well.”

 In the beginning of 2017, when 
the house and the senate realigned 
the budget to CHED, the number of 
grantees for just free tuition totaled 
800,000, spread across 112 state 
universities. When the Republic 
Act 10931 was finally passed, the 
numbers increased to 1,100,000. 
“From an initial free tuition, we 
now put free miscellaneous fees, too. 
Effectively, that doubled the amount 
of funds that was needed,” Chairman 
de Vera explains. In that year alone, 
the budget allocated for the higher 
education sector skyrocketed to P16 
billion.

 Apart from this, the Tertiary 
Education Subsidy (TES) is also 
being carried out. This extension 
project of the Free Tuition Law 
is an additional subsidy given in 
priority to poor students and students 
residing in cities and municipalities 
where there is no public university. Yes to Free

Higher Education

BY MARIEL ABANES
PHOTOGRAPHY BY RENJIE TOLENTINO

CHED Chairman Popoy de Vera talks about 
the breakthroughs of the commission to 

achieve free education for the Filipino youth.

A lot of Filipino students, especially 
those who are part of the poorest of 
families, rely on scholarships and 
financial assistance to be able to attend 

their graduation rites and accept their diploma. 
Education comes with a price. And with the 
growing demands of our society, daily survival 
alone is a big challenge. What more if you have 
one or a handful of children to send to school?

 That’s why for years, free education has been 
an ongoing call to the government. Previously, the 
Commission on Higher Education (CHED) had 
rolled out several projects to address the situation. 
However, it only implemented the free education 
decree to state universities around the Philippines. 
While the number of beneficiaries from the said 
educational relief is steady, students enrolled in 
local universities and colleges (LUCs) remain 
dependent solely on their local government unit 
(LGU) or, worse, their own devices.
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challenge. He already had a vision. Now, 
all he needs is to take action.

 In his first year in the position, the 
chairman created institutional reforms 
and resolved recurring policy concerns, 
which covered the exclusion of LUCs in 
CHED programs. He then gathered and 
arranged a meeting with the presidents 
of these campuses. “For the first time, 
the local universities and colleges 
became a part of the higher education 
family,” Chairman de Vera shares. “We 
established good relations with them, 
where before, the relations were really 
adversarial.”

 Another thing he promised was 
building a level-playing field among 
all institutions, whether state, local, or 
private. “We now require a certificate 
of program compliance for all degree 
programs. They must meet minimum 
requirements for the faculty who teach 
the course, the curriculum that is used, 
the facilities, and more,” he further 
explains. So no matter where a student 
chooses to pursue his studies, there’s an 
assurance of quality.

 
INCREASING GRANTEES
“In terms of free higher education, 
the good news is that the budget 
has been increasing every year,” 
the commissioner happily reports. 
“We are able to get the commitment 
of the legislature and, of course, 
the President to not only maintain 
levels of funding, but increase the 
allotment as well.”

 In the beginning of 2017, when 
the house and the senate realigned 
the budget to CHED, the number of 
grantees for just free tuition totaled 
800,000, spread across 112 state 
universities. When the Republic 
Act 10931 was finally passed, the 
numbers increased to 1,100,000. 
“From an initial free tuition, we 
now put free miscellaneous fees, too. 
Effectively, that doubled the amount 
of funds that was needed,” Chairman 
de Vera explains. In that year alone, 
the budget allocated for the higher 
education sector skyrocketed to P16 
billion.

 Apart from this, the Tertiary 
Education Subsidy (TES) is also 
being carried out. This extension 
project of the Free Tuition Law 
is an additional subsidy given in 
priority to poor students and students 
residing in cities and municipalities 
where there is no public university. Yes to Free
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CHED Chairman Popoy de Vera talks about 
the breakthroughs of the commission to 

achieve free education for the Filipino youth.

A lot of Filipino students, especially 
those who are part of the poorest of 
families, rely on scholarships and 
financial assistance to be able to attend 

their graduation rites and accept their diploma. 
Education comes with a price. And with the 
growing demands of our society, daily survival 
alone is a big challenge. What more if you have 
one or a handful of children to send to school?

 That’s why for years, free education has been 
an ongoing call to the government. Previously, the 
Commission on Higher Education (CHED) had 
rolled out several projects to address the situation. 
However, it only implemented the free education 
decree to state universities around the Philippines. 
While the number of beneficiaries from the said 
educational relief is steady, students enrolled in 
local universities and colleges (LUCs) remain 
dependent solely on their local government unit 
(LGU) or, worse, their own devices.
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keep up with the times. Thus, 
the existence of the Bayanihan to 
Recover as One Act.

 With a total budget of P3 
billion to equip universities 
and colleges with technological 
advances, CHED is allocating 
gadgets and equipment such as 
laptops for faculty members. 
Connectivity is also on the priority 
list, as well as fiber optics, putting 
a system to interconnect the offices, 
adopting a learning management 
system, or developing source 
materials.

 However, the Act has only been 
applied to SUCs at the moment. 
But as ALCU president Dr. Ellen 
Presnedi says, they’re working hard 
with their members to qualify for 
the next Bayanihan program of 
CHED.

 With all these plans in place 
and leaders working hand-in-hand 
for education, the future is looking 
bright for the next generation of 
Filipinos. 

“I said ‘yes’ to free 
higher education. That’s 
a political promise of 
the President, so I am 
obligated to fight it out.”

It grants receivers P40,000 to P60,000. 
With an initial 200,000 beneficiaries in 
its first year, it’s now close to 500,000 
students.

 Presently, recipients of free tuition 
have reached around 1,635,000. Add to 
that the number of grantees from TES, 
as well as the long-running CHED 
program Tulong Dunong. The current 
beneficiaries now estimates at around 
two million students.

 “Palaki siya ng palaki, ganun ‘yung 
progression niya. And I am happy na 
when we go to congress, we are able 
to get what we want because maganda 
naman ang implementation ng program. 
The sheer number has never been 
tried in any developing country in the 
world. Walang sumubok niyan, tayo lang,” he 
proudly states.

 
WELCOMING LUCS
The LUCs gained a big win in the 
passing of the free tuition law. Now that 
they’re part of the national government 
assistance, their students can now rest 
easy with the support being offered.

 But, of course, nothing comes 
without a price. As a condition and a 
way to ensure quality education, CHED 
mandated that these institutions pass 
certain institutional standards.

 In the initial phases of 
implementation, CHED required schools 
to either have one or the other of two 
things: to have institutional recognition 
or to subject the campus’ degree 
programs to the certificate of program 
compliance. While most institutions are 
able to comply with one; in two years, 
they have to acquire both qualifications.

 In due time, CHED, together with 
the Association of Local Colleges and 
Universities (ALCU), worked with the 
schools to achieve the promise. And 
now, out of 130 LUCs nationwide, 104 
are already institutionally recognized.

 Apart from monetary assistance, 
CHED also allocated a budget to help 
schools become smart campuses. With 
the trend swaying towards greater digital 
agility, it’s important for academes to 
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THE AID
As chairperson of the Commission on Higher Education 
(CHED) Prospero “Popoy” de Vera himself recalls, the 
ties between the commission and ALCU were severed 
for decades—until 2017 came and there was a turnover 
of events. 

The Free Tuition Law paved the way for LUCs 
to gain access to grants that weren’t available before. 
What used to be dependence on local government alone 
bore into something larger, which further capacitated 
institutions as well as their students. “Because of that, 
we are now well-supported,” Dr. Presnedi says. “Now, 
it’s both. We have the national government’s support, as 
well as subsidy from the local government.”

The better part of the deal? Students don’t need to 
pay their fees anymore. Before, HETs/LUCs had so 
many collectibles from their students. The students 
usually belong to the socio-economic status of Class C 
(around 10%), Class D (60%), and Class E (30%), the 
ALCU vice president further explains. “So you can just 
imagine, they’re really struggling.”

At present, the aid carries a total of 1,332,691 
beneficiaries around the country, with around 53,000 
coming from LUCs. 

Despite education being given practically for free, 
this isn’t to say that the quality of education LUCs 
would offer their students would be lacking. Apart from 
this benefit, ALCU is also closely working with CHED 
to provide services for LUCs to enhance and upgrade 
their programs and facilities. “CHED has a continuing 
monitoring and evaluation program that they ask us to 
comply with on a periodic basis. So I believe that’s one 
way to ensure that we comply with the standards and 
policies required,” she shares. ALCU also encourages 

and assists their member schools to apply for accreditation 
run by the Association of Local Colleges and Universities 
Commission on Accreditation (ALCUCOA). 

With a total of 111 member institutions, only six among 
them are not yet recognized. However, they continue to work 
hard to provide support and service to reach the required 
status. They currently have the biggest membership in 
Region V with 18 member schools, followed by Region IV-A 
(CALABARZON) with 16, Region III, X, and XII with 13, 
and the National Capital Region (NCR) with 12.

Through this initiative, Dr. Presnedi is happy to report 
that the number of enrollees have significantly increased 
over the years. Instead of opting for a private university, 
students are assured of quality education in public 
institutions. “We are proud to say that the standard of public 
schools now, even with our local universities and colleges, 
has adapted the standards of SUCs (state universities and 
colleges) and even private schools. We can compete now. I 
believe we are more competitive now than before,” the vice 
president affirms.

Dr. Presnedi calls this aid a true “blessing.” Especially 
with the COVID-19 pandemic affecting the economy, the 
budget for education is steadily maintained to assist the 
youth. The timing, she says, is very good.

“The standard of our public 
schools now, even with our 
local universities and colleges, 
has adapted the standards 
of SUCs and even private 
schools… I believe we are more 
competitive now than before.

BY MARIEL ABANES
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MANUEL GENEROSO ‘This free education, what a relief!” Dr. Ellen Presnedi, vice president 

of the Association of Local Colleges and Universities (ALCU), 
comments about Republic Act 10931, or the Universal Access to 

Quality Tertiary Education Act. 
Better known as the Free Tuition Law in the Philippines, its 

implementation served as a huge help for underprivileged students not just 
in major state universities, but also in locally run schools nationwide. The 
inclusion of local universities and colleges (LUCs) in the picture—a first 
in the history of the country—is a big step towards bridging the gap in the 
education sector. 

A Smart Future  
ALCU vice president Dr. Ellen Presnedi shares the benefits 
of the partnership with CHED and their future plans for 
building smart campuses for LUCs.
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A SMART FUTURE
As the opportunity opened for ALCU 
to participate in CHED-run programs, 
they intend to make the most out of it. 
The help didn’t just come in the form of 
scholarships—the organization is looking 
further into turning LUCs into smart 
campuses.

While LUCs weren’t included in the 
recent release of the Bayanihan to Recover 
as One Act (Bayanihan 2) education 
subsidy, the association is eyeing an 
appeal when the third installment of the 
project rolls out the following year. “Our 
plan is to make sure that we will gain 
our share from Bayanihan. We will make 
a lot of representation,” Dr. Presnedi 
asserts. “We want to be part of that also, 
so we are working on it. We expect that 
in Bayanihan 3, with their allocation of 
about P30 billion, we’ll hopefully take our 
part from that.”

Once they accomplish their goal, 
ALCU will equip their member schools 
with more advanced technology. The vice 
president is in full confidence that the way 
to the future is through technology, and 
she doesn’t intend to go off the rail tracks 
and instead ride on it full-speed ahead. 

With both the students’ and their 
faculty’s digital reliance, ALCU is 
working hard to make what they call 
“Project Connectivity” happen. “The 
coping mechanism of LCUs largely 
depends on their internet connectivity. 
As for NCR, we are more privileged 
because we have stronger connectivity 
than in the provinces. So they have 
more challenging issues as far as 
connectivity is concerned, and even 
their equipment or gadgets,” she points 
out.  

“Ang kailangan natin dito is ma-change 
‘yung mindset natin, na magkaroon 
ng paradigm shift. I believe that 
technology is really the key. So on 
our part, we want to establish smart 
universities and campuses,” she reveals.

While ALCU waits for 2022, they 
have already started laying down the 
foundations of their ambition, which 
they visualize coming to life in two 
years’ time. First, flexible learning 
methodologies mandated by CHED 
are being used by their member 
institutions. They have synchronous 
online and offline mandates—where 
students make use of platforms like 

Google Meet, Google Classroom, Zoom, 
Facebook, and email. The students 
also learn through the use of printed 
modules that are distributed to them at 
the same time. 

They also have put up the e-library, 
which contains educational materials 
that students can easily access wherever 
they are. These, and other ideas 
included in their strategy, are aimed to 
benefit everyone under their wing.

Gearing up for the future with the 
free higher education law as well as 
other calls for action, ALCU stands 
proud that they have come this far. 
“The LUCs have finally found our 
niche in the academe sector,” Dr. 
Presnedi muses. “Dati, people would 
say, ‘public lang ‘yan.’ Kapag state kasi, 
may pangalan ‘yan. But this time, we 
take pride especially with the new 
implemented law. Parang nagkaroon ng 
leveling up kasi same standards naman na 
ang pinasusunod.”

So now, be rest assured that Filipino 
students, whether studying in SUCs, 
LUCs, or even private schools, can 
afford education that’s at par with 
excellence. 

Dr. Ellen Presnedi 
serves as the Vice 
President of the 
Association of Local 
Colleges and Universities 
(ALCU) and the National 
Treasurer of Association 
of Local Colleges and 
Universities Commission on 
Accreditation (ALCUCOA).

She is also the current 
University President of the 
Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng 
Muntinlupa (PLMun) a Local 
University run by the City 
Government of Muntinlupa.

Further, Dr. Presnedi 
is a member of the 
Unified Student Financial 
Assistance System 
for Tertiary Education 
(UniFAST) Governing Board 
since 2018.  
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Baguio—the highland city and the country’s summer capital—welcomes you with the 
scent of pine and a trailing cold breeze, which follows you as you make your way 
through the winding roads that lead you past the iconic Lion Head along Kennon 
Road. A key tourist attraction, the monument signifies strength, integrity, courage, 

and fidelity—the very same values that the people of Baguio wish to see embodied in their 
leaders. And fortunately, for their local chief and leader, they have retired Philppine National 
Police (PNP) general, Mayor Benjamin Magalong. 

 

 BY ELI MONTORO
PHIOTOGRAPHY BY RENJIE TOLENTINO

Whether as PNP general or local chief of the summer capital, 
Baguio City Mayor Benjamin “Benjie” Magalong leads with 

integrity and calm command, helping the city navigate through 
the challenges of the pandemic and life in the ‘new normal.’ 

Baguio City Mayor Benjamin “Benjie” Magalong

The Heart 
of a Commander 

DESTINED FOR LEADERSHIP
Mayor Magalong is a well-respected military officer with a 
sterling track record, who is well loved by his people for his 
strong principles. Though he has met many controversies in the 
past, he has never shied away from the media when asked to 
share his side of the truth.

“Unchartered waters” is what this military man calls politics. 
And it was, indeed, unfamiliar territory in the beginning. While 
his military career was dedicated to protecting the republic, 
serving on the other side as a politician in local governance was 
new and it had never crossed Magalong’s mind until a group of 
townspeople urged him to run for office. Senator Ping Lacson 
and Rep. Ronnie Acob also had a hand in convincing him to 
pursue a position in his locality. 

“AS A LEADER, YOU HAVE TO 
MAKE A LOT OF UNPOPULAR 
DECISIONS. AND MOST OF THE 
TIME, UNPOPULAR DECISIONS 
ARE THE RIGHT DECISIONS. 
KUNG LAGI MO NALANG 
INIISIP ‘YUNG POLITICAL 
CAREER OR YOUR AMBITION, 
NOTHING WILL HAPPEN.”
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POWERING THROUGH
 One year into his term, Mayor Magalong has made it 
his priority to revamp the ways of the administration and 
to change the mindset of the locals, which have become 
prohibitive to growth and progress. One of the key issues 
that needed his urgent attention was corruption within 
the ranks and systems. He is stern and says that has no 
tolerance for such misgivings. “If you offer me money, 
you’ll automatically be fired. That’s something that we can 
be proud of here. We do not allow these shady dealings. I 
have to rely on my salary only,” he says. 

 Because of the changes he has implemented, there 
has been resistance and a few conflicts that have arisen. 
He shared a couple of disagreements he had with friends 
and colleagues while imposing the law that’s fair and just. 
“I told them that they’ve been used to the good life in the 
past administration. They had the power, but now it’s been 
stripped from them. They may have been earning some 
before, but now it has stopped. So obviously, they will feel 
resentment towards you,” he explains. 

 Magalong has always deemed himself an honest man 
and so is set on moving forward with his plans. His rules 

are clear and simple. “If your choice is to become a good 
mayor, you have to sacrifice a lot of things—family, time, 
friends—because you have to be fair.” But in the face 
of adversity, he simply relies on his values as a public 
servant, saying, “As a leader, you have to make a lot of 
unpopular decisions. And most of the time, unpopular 
decisions are the right decisions. Kung lagi mo nalang 
iniisip ‘yung political career or your ambition, nothing 
will happen. When you pursue good governance, if a 
choice must be made between what is good and what is 
popular, you must choose to be unpopular to do what is 
right.”

 His drive for an administration that revolves around 
integrity and transparency reflects in the way he handles 
his people. As head of the office, he welcomes ideas and 
the different opinions of his people.  “Every time we 
craft a policy or a law, I make sure that there’s extensive 
engagement among the team to secure alignment. If 
there’s a plan, there should be alignment. Otherwise, 
it’s useless. It gives them a sense of ownership, knowing 
that they were part of the planning. And now, they must 
ensure that its execution goes smoothly.”

 

“THERE’S A UNIVERSAL DEFINITION OF WHAT IS RIGHT. YOU HAVE 
THE LAW, ORDINANCES, POLICIES, REGULATIONS, CODE OF CONDUCT, 
AND ETHICAL STANDARDS. THESE BENEFIT THE MAJORITY AND ARE 

ALIGNED WITH THE TEACHINGS OF GOD. SO YOU CAN NEVER GO WRONG 
IF YOU FOLLOW WHAT HAS BEEN LAID OUT.”
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Magalong ran as an independent candidate, 
until the last day of filing when he was to join the 
Nationalist People’s Coalition. 

At the beginning of his campaign, Magalong ranked 
fifth on the SWS survey, a position he felt he could 
better improve in. To achieve this, he used his skills 
as a chief officer and worked on a different strategy. 
“I never asked people to vote for me, not once in any 
caucus,” he shares in the vernacular. Magalong shied 
away from direct endorsement and rather urged people 
to vote according to their values and conscience. 

 “I encouraged them to choose their candidates 
wisely. Be meticulous, look at their service reputation, 
look at their credibility, look at their track record. 
Because you’re not only voting for a candidate to 
become the mayor, you’re choosing a leader to lead the 
city of Baguio.” By a sweeping votation,  Magalong was 
elected as the 27th mayor of Baguio City. 

 
 GENERAL TURNED PEOPLE’S MAN

 It is easy to assume that a military man can 
become commanding and intimidating when leading 
his people. While he admits to being a strict and 
stern officer back in his days as PNP general, 
Magalong’s years of working in the private sector as 
head of Strategic Expansion Senior Vice President for 
Operations for Steel Asia gave him the opportunity 
to adapt to a more collaborative culture. “I’m a 
perfectionist,” he shares. “I seldom tolerate mediocrity. 
But when I was exposed to the private corporate sector, 
I learned to adjust and find middle ground,” he says. 
It’s not about settling for mediocrity, he clarifies. 
Rather, it’s about achieving balance where work can 
be productive and good results can be delivered in 
a manner that is timely. “This time I learned how 
to listen, to become more inspiring, and how to 
advocate for participative governance and leadership 
management,” he nods. 

 Aside from discipline, his background as a police 
officer gave him a wider perspective on leadership and 
a better understanding for authority. “When I was 
in the PNP, I always emphasized good governance, 
transparency, and humility over authority.” And 
now that he is in a position to lead a city, he affirms 
his constituents that he will pursue a righteous 
administration by making equitable decisions for the 
benefit of his people. “There’s a universal definition of 
what is right. You have the law, ordinances, policies, 
regulations, code of conduct, and ethical standards. 
These benefit the majority and are aligned with the 
teachings of God. So you can never go wrong if you 
follow what has been laid out.”

Baguio Tourism Council meeting

Disiplina Muna Regional Kick-off

Patrol Bike Turn Over

Highland Bicycle Urban Coalition 
with Metro Tollways
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elected as the 27th mayor of Baguio City. 

 
 GENERAL TURNED PEOPLE’S MAN

 It is easy to assume that a military man can 
become commanding and intimidating when leading 
his people. While he admits to being a strict and 
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Operations for Steel Asia gave him the opportunity 
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Duterte’s 2020 State of the 
Nation Address (SONA), the 
principal mention about the 
environment revolved around 
the Boracay clean-up that was 
conducted in 2018, and the slow 
opening up to tourism it entailed. 
While arguably necessary for the 
health of the island, its economy, 
and its people, this hardly counts 
as a credible poster-project of 
the Administration’s touted 
prioritization of the environment. 

 On the other hand, the 
Administration was censured 
for its lack of action on the 
implementation of the Clean Air 
Act and other laws that promote 
the use of renewable energy. In 
particular, the Administration’s 
continued emphasis on the use 
of coal-fired power plants was 
emphasized by Duterte’s critics 
from the environmental movement. 
Instead of taking steps to at least 
reduce dependence on coal-fired 
power plants and institute changes 
that would promote the use of 
renewable energy, the building 
of more of these coal-fired power 
plants is in the pipeline. There 

were expectations of announcements 
of divestment from coal in the 
SONA, which unfortunately did not 
happen. 

NATIONAL PRIORITIES
During the pandemic, as rare as 

they were, there was an unforeseen 
positive impact of the lockdown in 
the reduction of carbon emissions 
due to the ban on travel. Metro 
Manila saw a clearing up of its 
skies and an improvement in its 
air quality. Very little was done, 
however, to take advantage of this 
situation and adopt policy that 
would build on this unlooked 
for benefit of the community 
quarantine. As the Metro opens 
up, so too does its carbon emission 
indicators go up.    

 It could be argued that 
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
distracted the Administration 
from its political programs. The 
implication being that if not for the 
pandemic, the country would have 
seen the Duterte Administration 
implementing more measures 
to strengthen environmental 
protection. This is belied by other 
areas where the environment has 
taken second-place in choices made 
by the Duterte Administration. The 
reversal of policies on restricting 
mining in favor of using it as one 
of the platforms for economic 
recovery illustrates the continuing 
impediments to the advancement 
of policies that favor environmental 
protection. The zero-sum calculation 
presented in the dichotomy 
between economic interests and 
the protection of the environment 
will always favor those who argue 
in favor of populist (jobs) and 
commercial interests. Yet again, 
these choices show how important 
the country’s commitments to the 
Paris Agreement are to the Duterte 
Administration. 

Poor oversight in the 
implementation of these policies 

has also had more unintended 
consequences. In the aftermath of 
Typhoon Goni’s passage through 
Albay in November 2020, soil and 
rocks loosened by quarrying along 
the slopes of Mayon had become 
the material for the lahar mudslide 
that rendered a number of barangays 
along its path uninhabitable. Over 
the long term, mining and quarrying 
operations, which have been allowed 
to go on despite opposition from 
environmental groups, contributes 
to the country’s vulnerability to the 
effects of climate change. This has 
resulted in soil erosion, land and 
water contamination, flooding caused 
by deforestation, and reduction of 
biodiversity.

 Again the issue here is not 
the Duterte Administration 
alone. It is the lack of sustained 
involvement in the public discourse 
of environmental issues, particularly 
of climate change. Perhaps the 
lesson to be taken from the 
experience of Europe is the need 
for environmental groups in the 
Philippines to organize themselves 
into a political party willing to 
contest political office. There are 
political parties that have included 
the environment as one of their 
platforms. This becomes problematic, 
however, when faced with stark 
choices and wherein choices in favor 
of the environment come out second 
best. There are political parties 
such as the Makakalikasan Party, a 
political party not registered with 
the Commission on Elections, but 
which has for its platform a 15-point 
Green Agenda. It might be time for 
environment advocates to dive into 
the murky depths of Philippine 
politics to ensure that their agenda 
gets mainstreamed and becomes 
part of the public’s discourse on the 
common good. 

Again the issue here 
is not the Duterte 
Administration 
alone. It is the lack of 
sustained involvement 
in the public discourse 
of environmental 
issues, particularly of 
climate change.

Herman Joseph S. Kraft is a Professor of 
Political Science and currently the Chair 
of the Department of Political Science at 
the University of the Philippines in Diliman. 

COVID TRACING CZAR
 The year 2021 is posing to be another challenging—

though more hopeful—year for many leaders. Mayor 
Magalong shares, “This pandemic is a big challenge 
for us because you’ll worry about the cost, budget 
funding, and etcetera of COVID-19 mitigation and 
vaccine dissemination. It’s a big challenge, so you have 
to be creative. You have to be innovative, and you need 
to have a lot of connections.” Thankfully, with the 
connections he has built over the years working in the 
private and public sectors, his network has allowed him 
to secure the resources he needs for his city. 

Baguio was touted as one of the exemplary cities 
that was more successful in mitigating COVID-19 
in the early months of the pandemic. This was due 
to Magalong’s comprehensive mitigation plan and 
aggressive contact traching scheme. For his efforts, he 
was appointed by President Rodrigo Duterte to become 
the Contact Tracing Czar. 

 “We were successful in our efforts because my 
approach to contact tracing is to look at it from the 
perspective of an investigator. To determine a case, one 
must closely examine and do a lot of interviews with 
the people affected.” The difference of his approach 
compared to other cities was that instead of using health 
workers as investigators, he placed different experts in 
each field and created a system wherein they focused 
solely on investigating the cases of each barangay. “We 
arranged contact tracing interviews. I placed analysts, 
technical support, community support—it’s basically 
an ecosystem that supports each component. And then 
finally, we set in place tools that will 
be used by the analyst.”

 Establishing the benchmark for 
the process as Contact Tracing Czar, 
Mayor Magalong is expected to help 
in improving the government’s way 
of handling the spread of the virus 
by implementing and scaling the 
strategies he used in Baguio. 

More than the contact tracing 
campaign, Mayor Magalong credits the 
success of their efforts to the people. 
“We work as one, we heal as one. 
And that’s probably one thing that 
makes Baguio city distinct from the 
other local government or localities. 
Because here, we have a very strong 
and very supportive private sector and 
a cooperative community,” he shares.
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“WHEN YOU 
PURSUE GOOD 

GOVERNANCE, IF A 
CHOICE MUST BE 
MADE BETWEEN 
WHAT IS GOOD 
AND WHAT IS 

POPULAR, YOU 
MUST CHOOSE TO 

BE UNPOPULAR 
TO DO WHAT IS 

RIGHT.”
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MAYOR IN MOTION
When asked about his plans for Baguio in the coming 
months, Mayor Magalong enumerates his 15-point 
agenda. “We’re moving towards digital transformation 
[and] we’re going to put up the first Smart City System 
in the country.” Smart Cities Information System, also 
known as SCIS, is an urban advancement of a city that 
uses technology and sensors to collect data. The data will 
then be analyzed and used to better manage the city and 
help build a better quality of life for its citizens. Aside 
from the modernization of Baguio, another plan in action 
is the “Walkable City Project,” wherein the focus is on 
making the city more accessible with better sidewalks 

for everyone, including senior citizens and persons with 
disability (PWD).

 As part of Baguio’s reformation, Magalong is also 
introducing private sector collaboration that could help 
the city improve in terms of governance. “We will be 
working with the Institute for Solidarity for Asia (ISA), 
a company that will help in the transformation of all the 
other government agencies.” According to Magalong, this 
unique partnership will help in enhancing the governance 
system, as well as the delivery of service to people.

In terms of addressing the traffic issues that have 
plagued the city, Mayor Magalong proudly shares that 
it has improved since the development of the integrated 

transport terminal.  “We 
are finalizing the public 
transport rerouting plan. 
Also, we’re putting up 
an integrated transport 
terminal. It’s almost 
finished since Megawide 
has been working on it. In 
fact, we are already doing 
the final pre-feasibility 
study,” he adds. 

 Although his 
administration has 
just begun, Magalong’s 
road map towards 
Baguio’s prosperity is 
already laid out clear 
in his mind—from 
infrastructure expansion 
to administrative 
enhancements, security, 
and COVID-19 mitigation. 
“I’m not thinking of what 
I can do within just my 
three years; I’m planning 
for the long term and 
for future leaders. I’ve 
always believed that 
leaders should think 
strategically, because 
we should be initiating 
programs and projects 
that benefit not only our 
current administration but 
the next.” And that is the 
kind of forward-thinking, 
progressive management 
that this country, not just 
this city, needs. 
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QUARANTINE MEASURES
The country-wide lockdown to curb the spread of the 
virus forced the temporary closure of businesses and 
resulted in the loss of jobs for many. The Philippines’ 
gross domestic product (GDP or the total monetary value 
of finished goods and services within its borders within a 
specific time period) contracted to 9.6% in 2020. 

But this state is momentary, according to the BSP 
Chief, who served as Secretary of the Department of 
Budget and Management (DBM) from 2016 to 2019, 
also under President Duterte. “Credit rating agencies 
have opined that the impact of the pandemic on the 
Philippines is temporary (i.e., cyclical and not structural) 
in view of our strong fundamentals going into the crisis. 
The government has set a GDP growth target of 6.5% 
to 7.5% for 2021 and 8% to 10% for 2022.” Diokno had 
also led the DBM during the administration 
of President Joseph Estrada from 1998 to 2011, 
and previously also served as a Department 
Undersecretary for Budget Operations when 
President Corazon Aquino was in office from 
1986 to 1991. Some of the major reforms he 
was involved with include the 1986 Tax Reform 
Program to simplify income tax collection and 
introduced the 1991 Local Government Code of 
the Philippines, as well as the value-added tax 
(VAT). 

Diokno knew early on that the current crisis 
was an “opportunity to think out of the box as 
they work to protect the interest of the people.” 
His perspective was key as he led the pivoting of 
the BSP in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“The BSP immediately communicated to its 
stakeholders that the Central Bank continues 
to look after the welfare of its personnel, while 
providing the needs of the financial system and 
the broader economy,” Diokno shares. 

“For instance, the BSP assured the public that 
the banking industry shall continue providing essential 
services to clients. We explained that as part of global 
risk management standards, banks have in place and 
have activated business continuity plans that aim to 
ensure deposit taking, ATM withdrawals, check clearing, 
and other banking activities. In rendering said services, 
we urged all banking personnel, especially frontliners, 
to carry out necessary protocols against COVID-19. 
These initiatives are part of the BSP’s efforts to support 
[nationwide] initiatives against the pandemic.” 

The institution has also encouraged the use of 
e-banking and digital payment services to enable the 
public to carry out needed financial transactions safely 
amid the pandemic. These measures are aligned to 

Diokno’s other goal: having a cash-light economy through 
digitization. 

The BSP Governor, who has also served as professor 
emeritus at the University of the Philippines (UP) 
Diliman for over four decades, says the transition will 
bring substantial benefits to the country. It will result in 
“increased economic activities through faster and more 
efficient payment systems, expand the market through the 
inclusion of the unbanked and underserved, and enhance 
risk management with improved transparency and audit 
trails.” 

Aligned with its mandate to promote “price stability, 
financial stability, and safe and efficient payment and 
settlement systems,” is its goal to continue “to foster 
financial inclusion especially through digitization,” adds 
Diokno, who also served as fiscal adviser to the Philippine 
Senate. 

Fundamentally 
Positioned 

for Resilience

According to him, “the enactment of Republic Act No. 
11211, which amends the BSP Charter [and sees to] the 
promotion of financial stability, in close coordination with 
the national government, is explicitly included in the BSP’s 
mandate. In addition, the BSP is expressly mandated to oversee 
the payments and settlement systems in the Philippines.” 

This latter function, alongside the provisions of The 
National Payment Systems Act (Republic Act No. 11127), 
allows the central bank to promote cashless payments, which 
is considered of utmost importance in the country’s fight 
against COVID-19, explains Diokno. “The new BSP Charter 
also provides the Central Bank with an enhanced legal and 
regulatory framework in providing a steadying hand to the 
financial system, including during the time of the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

Be bold, swift, and decisive.
 

These were what Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) Governor 
Benjamin E. Diokno asked of his team—and himself—when 
the COVID-19 first tore through the Philippines in 2020. 

“We had to revisit our processes, and challenge our conventions to 
adapt to the changes the pandemic had brought upon us,” he says. 
“These are essential in carrying out various measures to keep the 
economy afloat.”

The unabated spread of the coronavirus continues to test the 
governance fundamentals of all states, particularly the capacity of 
public health systems, effectiveness of local government units, and 
the resilience of economies. The good news is that the Philippines 
was already pillared on a sound economy even before the pandemic.

“The Philippines entered the crisis in a position of strength,” 
explains Diokno, who was appointed by President Rodrigo Duterte 
last March 2019. “In the years leading to the pandemic, the 
Philippines has been widely recognized as among the most resilient 
economies in the Asia-Pacific region. Learning from the Asian 
Financial Crisis, structural reforms were pursued and implemented 
in the past 20 years to strengthen our economic foundation and 
expand growth potential.”

The governor attributes the country’s sustained rapid growth to 
prudent macroeconomic policy management and implementation of 
structural reforms. These have enabled social gains, he says, such 
as reduced poverty incidence and unemployment rate. 

Fundamentally 
Positioned 

for Resilience

Benjamin Diokno and the Central 
Bank’s role share its radical plans 

to keep the economy afloat

BY JOYCE REYES-AGUILA

“THE PHILIPPINES 
ENTERED THE CRISIS IN A 
POSITION OF STRENGTH. 
IN THE YEARS LEADING 
TO THE PANDEMIC, THE 
PHILIPPINES HAS BEEN 
WIDELY RECOGNIZED 
AS AMONG THE MOST 
RESILIENT ECONOMIES IN 
THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION.”
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QUARANTINE MEASURES
The country-wide lockdown to curb the spread of the 
virus forced the temporary closure of businesses and 
resulted in the loss of jobs for many. The Philippines’ 
gross domestic product (GDP or the total monetary value 
of finished goods and services within its borders within a 
specific time period) contracted to 9.6% in 2020. 

But this state is momentary, according to the BSP 
Chief, who served as Secretary of the Department of 
Budget and Management (DBM) from 2016 to 2019, 
also under President Duterte. “Credit rating agencies 
have opined that the impact of the pandemic on the 
Philippines is temporary (i.e., cyclical and not structural) 
in view of our strong fundamentals going into the crisis. 
The government has set a GDP growth target of 6.5% 
to 7.5% for 2021 and 8% to 10% for 2022.” Diokno had 
also led the DBM during the administration 
of President Joseph Estrada from 1998 to 2011, 
and previously also served as a Department 
Undersecretary for Budget Operations when 
President Corazon Aquino was in office from 
1986 to 1991. Some of the major reforms he 
was involved with include the 1986 Tax Reform 
Program to simplify income tax collection and 
introduced the 1991 Local Government Code of 
the Philippines, as well as the value-added tax 
(VAT). 

Diokno knew early on that the current crisis 
was an “opportunity to think out of the box as 
they work to protect the interest of the people.” 
His perspective was key as he led the pivoting of 
the BSP in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“The BSP immediately communicated to its 
stakeholders that the Central Bank continues 
to look after the welfare of its personnel, while 
providing the needs of the financial system and 
the broader economy,” Diokno shares. 

“For instance, the BSP assured the public that 
the banking industry shall continue providing essential 
services to clients. We explained that as part of global 
risk management standards, banks have in place and 
have activated business continuity plans that aim to 
ensure deposit taking, ATM withdrawals, check clearing, 
and other banking activities. In rendering said services, 
we urged all banking personnel, especially frontliners, 
to carry out necessary protocols against COVID-19. 
These initiatives are part of the BSP’s efforts to support 
[nationwide] initiatives against the pandemic.” 

The institution has also encouraged the use of 
e-banking and digital payment services to enable the 
public to carry out needed financial transactions safely 
amid the pandemic. These measures are aligned to 

Diokno’s other goal: having a cash-light economy through 
digitization. 

The BSP Governor, who has also served as professor 
emeritus at the University of the Philippines (UP) 
Diliman for over four decades, says the transition will 
bring substantial benefits to the country. It will result in 
“increased economic activities through faster and more 
efficient payment systems, expand the market through the 
inclusion of the unbanked and underserved, and enhance 
risk management with improved transparency and audit 
trails.” 

Aligned with its mandate to promote “price stability, 
financial stability, and safe and efficient payment and 
settlement systems,” is its goal to continue “to foster 
financial inclusion especially through digitization,” adds 
Diokno, who also served as fiscal adviser to the Philippine 
Senate. 

Fundamentally 
Positioned 

for Resilience

According to him, “the enactment of Republic Act No. 
11211, which amends the BSP Charter [and sees to] the 
promotion of financial stability, in close coordination with 
the national government, is explicitly included in the BSP’s 
mandate. In addition, the BSP is expressly mandated to oversee 
the payments and settlement systems in the Philippines.” 

This latter function, alongside the provisions of The 
National Payment Systems Act (Republic Act No. 11127), 
allows the central bank to promote cashless payments, which 
is considered of utmost importance in the country’s fight 
against COVID-19, explains Diokno. “The new BSP Charter 
also provides the Central Bank with an enhanced legal and 
regulatory framework in providing a steadying hand to the 
financial system, including during the time of the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

Be bold, swift, and decisive.
 

These were what Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) Governor 
Benjamin E. Diokno asked of his team—and himself—when 
the COVID-19 first tore through the Philippines in 2020. 

“We had to revisit our processes, and challenge our conventions to 
adapt to the changes the pandemic had brought upon us,” he says. 
“These are essential in carrying out various measures to keep the 
economy afloat.”

The unabated spread of the coronavirus continues to test the 
governance fundamentals of all states, particularly the capacity of 
public health systems, effectiveness of local government units, and 
the resilience of economies. The good news is that the Philippines 
was already pillared on a sound economy even before the pandemic.

“The Philippines entered the crisis in a position of strength,” 
explains Diokno, who was appointed by President Rodrigo Duterte 
last March 2019. “In the years leading to the pandemic, the 
Philippines has been widely recognized as among the most resilient 
economies in the Asia-Pacific region. Learning from the Asian 
Financial Crisis, structural reforms were pursued and implemented 
in the past 20 years to strengthen our economic foundation and 
expand growth potential.”

The governor attributes the country’s sustained rapid growth to 
prudent macroeconomic policy management and implementation of 
structural reforms. These have enabled social gains, he says, such 
as reduced poverty incidence and unemployment rate. 
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Even before the vaccine rollout, the governor says “green 
shoots (had) begun to emerge in the second half of 2020. 
From a contraction of 16.9% in Q2 2020 at the height of the 
lockdown, the economy continued to improve in the third and 
fourth quarters. The rollout of the national vaccination plan 
is expected to accelerate the country’s return to pre-COVID 
economic growth levels.

“The country’s macroeconomic fundamentals have 
remained broadly intact, even at the pandemic’s peak. These 
indicators include improving quarterly economic outturn, 
better business and consumer outlook, ample liquidity in the 
system, a sound and stable banking system, robust external 
payments position, and a manageable fiscal deficit,” he adds. 

He says that the 6.5% to 7.5% economic growth target for 
2021 will be supported by spending for the implementation 
of recovery programs under Bayanihan 2, the 2021 national 
budget, and investments in shovel-ready projects under 
the “Build, Build, Build” program, such as health-related 
facilities, and digital infrastructure, among others. 

ON HIS WATCH
Verily, it can be said that Diokno has witnessed the 
many shifts and challenges of the Philippine economy 
and its government through his years of public service. 

His interest in finance sparked early in life, and 
this was further bolstered when he took up Public 
Administration at UP Diliman and his master’s in 
both Public Administration and Economics from the 
same institution. “I think my early leanings to serve the 
people via this field of endeavor led me to the path of 
professorship in economics at the State University, and 
later on as a civil servant tasked to craft fiscal policy, 
and currently, monetary policy.” Diokno also holds a 
Master of Arts in Political Economy degree from the 
John Hopkins University in Maryland, United States 
and a doctorate in economics from the Maxwell School 
of Citizenship and Public Affairs in Syracuse, New York. 

Diokno has taught various courses in the state 
university, including microeconomics, public sector 
economics, and development economics, along with an 
assortment of special topics on finance, public service 
reforms, and the like.

His experience to date has armed him with holistic 
acumen and competence for his current role. “Serving 
from the fiscal side as Budget Secretary and from 
the monetary policy side as BSP Governor, there are 
indeed clear complementarities as both are aimed at 
enhancing the economic wellbeing of Filipinos,” he 
shares. “Working as a public servant in both capacities is 
especially helpful amid whole-of-nation efforts to address 
the adverse economic impact of the pandemic, as these 
require coordinated action between monetary policy and 
fiscal authorities.”

When LEAGUE asked about his plans when his 
term ends in 2023 and if there was a possibility of him 
running for an elective post, he said the year “is still a 
bit far off” and that he has “never run for office or even 
applied for any position” throughout his career as a 
public servant. 

For now, Diokno reveals that he is focused on leading 
and building BSP to be a more agile institution. “Under 
our Digital Payments Transformation Roadmap 2020 
to 2023, we are strengthening customer preference for 
digital payments by converting 50% of the total volume 
of retail payments into digital form and expanding the 
number of the financially included to 70% of Filipino 
adults.

“These initiatives dovetail with the third, which is 
‘Bringing the BSP Closer to People.’ It is important that 
BSP stakeholders understand what we are mandated to 
do. It is crucial that our stakeholders trust our integrity 
and our capability to carry out our mandate,” he ends. 

The BSP Charter allows the granting of provisional 
advances to assist the national government through up 
to 20% of its average annual income in the last three 
years. It was able to do so during the onset of the current 
public health crisis the country faces. Through the 
Bayanihan to Recover as One Act (Republic Act No. 
11494), the BSP is allowed to also to grant additional 
provisional advances to the national government in an 
amount not exceeding 10% of its average annual income 
for the years 2017 to 2019.

The Charter also allowed the Bank to “purchase of 
government securities in the secondary market, which 
helped boost market liquidity in the early part of 2020,” 
avers Diokno, who 
also previously 
served as Chairman 
of the Local 
Water Utilities 
Administration 
and Chairman 
and CEO of 
the Philippine 
National Oil 
Company (PNOC). 

To encourage 
lending to the 
public and provide 
more liquidity 
to the financial 
system during the 
pandemic, a series 
of reductions in 
deposit reserve 
requirements 
was also allowed 
through the Charter and was approved by the Monetary 
Board. As a result, policy rates were reduced, along 
with the credit risk weight of certain micro, small, and 
medium enterprise (MSME) assets. Further, loans to 
MSMEs were allowed to become alternative compliance 
with reserve requirements, and regulations were eased on 
qualified credits for BSP discounting. 

Regulatory reliefs were also granted among BSP-
Supervised Financial Institutions. “(We) deferred 
the implementation of the revised risk-based capital 
framework applicable to stand-alone thrift banks (TBs), 
rural banks and cooperative banks (RCBs), and reduced 
the minimum liquidity ratio of stand-alone TBs and 
RCBs from 20% to 16% until end-December 2021,” 
explains Diokno. “These actions are intended to help 
their operations during the pandemic that may ensure 
continuous effective financial services to the public.”

STRONG POINTS
“The Philippines stood out in 2020,” the BSP governor 
declares, and proffers proof of this in “three major 
internal crediting agencies (CRAs) that affirmed their 
credit ratings on the country amid a sea of downgrades 
globally.” 

American CRA Standard & Poor (S&P) provided the 
Philippines a BBB+/Stable rating and outlook. A BBB+ 
rating is given to an obligor who has adequate capacity 
to meet its financial commitments and whose capacity 
can be weakened to meet these due to adverse economic 
conditions or changing circumstances. 

Second is Moody’s Investors Service’s Baa2/Stable 
rating that is 
based on the 
country’s strong 
fiscal position in 
previous years 
and limited 
vulnerability 
to external 
shocks. Fitch 
assigned a BBB/
Stable rating 
and outlook for 
the country. 
Aside from good 
credit quality, 
this means 
“expectations of 
default risk are 
currently low,” 
and “the capacity 
for payment 
of financial 

commitments is considered adequate,” according to the 
group’s website.

The BSP governor enumerates three key contributors 
to the favorable assessments for the country: strong 
pre-crisis fundamentals, robust medium-term growth 
prospects, and the firm commitment of fiscal authorities 
to return to a fiscal consolidation path post-COVID 19. 

“While the full recovery of the economy largely 
depends on the success of the vaccination rollout and 
the effective control of the spread of the virus, several 
measures have been implemented by the government to 
bring back jobs and income sources while continuing to 
manage the risks related to the virus,” says Diokno, who 
has also worked on advisory and consulting capacities 
for agencies like the Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
World Bank, the European Commission, and the United 
States Agency for Internal Development (USAID). 
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Even before the vaccine rollout, the governor says “green 
shoots (had) begun to emerge in the second half of 2020. 
From a contraction of 16.9% in Q2 2020 at the height of the 
lockdown, the economy continued to improve in the third and 
fourth quarters. The rollout of the national vaccination plan 
is expected to accelerate the country’s return to pre-COVID 
economic growth levels.

“The country’s macroeconomic fundamentals have 
remained broadly intact, even at the pandemic’s peak. These 
indicators include improving quarterly economic outturn, 
better business and consumer outlook, ample liquidity in the 
system, a sound and stable banking system, robust external 
payments position, and a manageable fiscal deficit,” he adds. 

He says that the 6.5% to 7.5% economic growth target for 
2021 will be supported by spending for the implementation 
of recovery programs under Bayanihan 2, the 2021 national 
budget, and investments in shovel-ready projects under 
the “Build, Build, Build” program, such as health-related 
facilities, and digital infrastructure, among others. 

ON HIS WATCH
Verily, it can be said that Diokno has witnessed the 
many shifts and challenges of the Philippine economy 
and its government through his years of public service. 

His interest in finance sparked early in life, and 
this was further bolstered when he took up Public 
Administration at UP Diliman and his master’s in 
both Public Administration and Economics from the 
same institution. “I think my early leanings to serve the 
people via this field of endeavor led me to the path of 
professorship in economics at the State University, and 
later on as a civil servant tasked to craft fiscal policy, 
and currently, monetary policy.” Diokno also holds a 
Master of Arts in Political Economy degree from the 
John Hopkins University in Maryland, United States 
and a doctorate in economics from the Maxwell School 
of Citizenship and Public Affairs in Syracuse, New York. 

Diokno has taught various courses in the state 
university, including microeconomics, public sector 
economics, and development economics, along with an 
assortment of special topics on finance, public service 
reforms, and the like.

His experience to date has armed him with holistic 
acumen and competence for his current role. “Serving 
from the fiscal side as Budget Secretary and from 
the monetary policy side as BSP Governor, there are 
indeed clear complementarities as both are aimed at 
enhancing the economic wellbeing of Filipinos,” he 
shares. “Working as a public servant in both capacities is 
especially helpful amid whole-of-nation efforts to address 
the adverse economic impact of the pandemic, as these 
require coordinated action between monetary policy and 
fiscal authorities.”

When LEAGUE asked about his plans when his 
term ends in 2023 and if there was a possibility of him 
running for an elective post, he said the year “is still a 
bit far off” and that he has “never run for office or even 
applied for any position” throughout his career as a 
public servant. 

For now, Diokno reveals that he is focused on leading 
and building BSP to be a more agile institution. “Under 
our Digital Payments Transformation Roadmap 2020 
to 2023, we are strengthening customer preference for 
digital payments by converting 50% of the total volume 
of retail payments into digital form and expanding the 
number of the financially included to 70% of Filipino 
adults.

“These initiatives dovetail with the third, which is 
‘Bringing the BSP Closer to People.’ It is important that 
BSP stakeholders understand what we are mandated to 
do. It is crucial that our stakeholders trust our integrity 
and our capability to carry out our mandate,” he ends. 

The BSP Charter allows the granting of provisional 
advances to assist the national government through up 
to 20% of its average annual income in the last three 
years. It was able to do so during the onset of the current 
public health crisis the country faces. Through the 
Bayanihan to Recover as One Act (Republic Act No. 
11494), the BSP is allowed to also to grant additional 
provisional advances to the national government in an 
amount not exceeding 10% of its average annual income 
for the years 2017 to 2019.

The Charter also allowed the Bank to “purchase of 
government securities in the secondary market, which 
helped boost market liquidity in the early part of 2020,” 
avers Diokno, who 
also previously 
served as Chairman 
of the Local 
Water Utilities 
Administration 
and Chairman 
and CEO of 
the Philippine 
National Oil 
Company (PNOC). 

To encourage 
lending to the 
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to the financial 
system during the 
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requirements 
was also allowed 
through the Charter and was approved by the Monetary 
Board. As a result, policy rates were reduced, along 
with the credit risk weight of certain micro, small, and 
medium enterprise (MSME) assets. Further, loans to 
MSMEs were allowed to become alternative compliance 
with reserve requirements, and regulations were eased on 
qualified credits for BSP discounting. 

Regulatory reliefs were also granted among BSP-
Supervised Financial Institutions. “(We) deferred 
the implementation of the revised risk-based capital 
framework applicable to stand-alone thrift banks (TBs), 
rural banks and cooperative banks (RCBs), and reduced 
the minimum liquidity ratio of stand-alone TBs and 
RCBs from 20% to 16% until end-December 2021,” 
explains Diokno. “These actions are intended to help 
their operations during the pandemic that may ensure 
continuous effective financial services to the public.”

STRONG POINTS
“The Philippines stood out in 2020,” the BSP governor 
declares, and proffers proof of this in “three major 
internal crediting agencies (CRAs) that affirmed their 
credit ratings on the country amid a sea of downgrades 
globally.” 

American CRA Standard & Poor (S&P) provided the 
Philippines a BBB+/Stable rating and outlook. A BBB+ 
rating is given to an obligor who has adequate capacity 
to meet its financial commitments and whose capacity 
can be weakened to meet these due to adverse economic 
conditions or changing circumstances. 

Second is Moody’s Investors Service’s Baa2/Stable 
rating that is 
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country’s strong 
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commitments is considered adequate,” according to the 
group’s website.

The BSP governor enumerates three key contributors 
to the favorable assessments for the country: strong 
pre-crisis fundamentals, robust medium-term growth 
prospects, and the firm commitment of fiscal authorities 
to return to a fiscal consolidation path post-COVID 19. 

“While the full recovery of the economy largely 
depends on the success of the vaccination rollout and 
the effective control of the spread of the virus, several 
measures have been implemented by the government to 
bring back jobs and income sources while continuing to 
manage the risks related to the virus,” says Diokno, who 
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World Bank, the European Commission, and the United 
States Agency for Internal Development (USAID). 



58   LEAGUE 

1 What is the focus and what are the goals of the 
World Bank during this COVID-19 pandemic?

Since 2020, the World Bank Group has been delivering 
a COVID-19 crisis response to help its member-countries 
strengthen their pandemic response and health care 
systems. This crisis response covers three stages: relief, 
restructuring, and resilient recovery, which are anchored 
on four pillars: saving lives, protecting the poor, securing 
the foundations of the economy, and strengthening policies 
and institutions for resilience.

The relief stage involves our emergency response to 
the health threat and its immediate social, economic, and 
financial impacts. As countries manage the pandemic and 
re-open their economies, the restructuring stage focuses 
on strengthening health systems for pandemic readiness; 
restoring human capital; and restructuring, debt resolution, 
and recapitalization of firms and financial institutions. 
Finally, as countries recover from the crisis, the resilient 
recovery stage takes advantage of opportunities to build a 
more sustainable, inclusive, and resilient future. 

2 How close is the institution to achieving 
or completing these objectives?

The global pandemic still rages in many 
parts of the world so the World Bank continues 
to support its member-countries to respond 
to the pandemic. The Bank has delivered 
emergency support operations to over 100 
developing countries, and has helped countries 
access critically needed medical supplies. 
Acknowledging the importance 
of vaccination to the overall 
pandemic response, the Bank has 
vowed to deliver US$12 billion 
over the next 24 months for the 
acquisition and deployment of 
vaccines and the strengthening 
of vaccinations systems among 
developing countries.

The pandemic is certainly 
not over, but the strong 
collaboration between 
the World Bank and 
governments across the world 
are important steps toward 
winning the war against 
COVID-19. 

3 According to the World Bank Group mission 
statement, the goal is to end extreme poverty by 

2030. How did the COVID-19 pandemic affect this 
mission?

The COVID-19 pandemic is a once-in-a-lifetime 
global crisis that has plunged many economies into deep 
recession. The sudden and significant losses of income 
and business have led to the deterioration in human 
capital and has set back the poverty gains achieved by 
many countries in recent years. While it may now prove 
to be difficult to achieve this goal to end extreme poverty 
by 2030, the Bank remains steadfast to address this 
surmountable challenge.

4 The other goal of the World Bank Group is 
to promote shared prosperity by increasing 

the incomes of the poorest 40% of people in every 
country. What are the major projects in the East 
Asia and Pacific Region that are working towards 
completing this objective?

World Bank work in the region to promote shared 
prosperity spans across several areas, including 
support for private sector growth, climate change 
mitigation and adaption, disaster risk reduction 
and management, and the development of human 
capital (health, education and skills). 

In the Philippines, the World Bank has been 
a partner of the government in delivering key 

social programs to alleviate the conditions, 
improve capacity, and empower the 

poor. These programs include 
the conditional cash transfer 
under the Pantawid Pamilyang 
Pilipino Program (4Ps), 
which aims to improve 
the health, nutrition, and 
education of children aged 
0-18; and the Philippine 
Rural Development 
Project that aims to 
increase rural incomes 
and enhance farm and 
fishery productivity in 
the targeted areas by 
supporting smallholders 
and fisherfolk to 
increase their marketable 
surpluses, and their access 
to markets.

10 QUESTIONS

Like every organization, across all countries, the World Bank, a 
76-year-old global financial institution, has also been greatly 
affected by the ongoing pandemic. Ndiamé Diop, World Bank 

Country Director for Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia, and Thailand, 
reveals that the health crisis has hampered progress when it comes 
to the institution’s two key objectives—to end extreme poverty by 
2030 and to promote shared prosperity. But not all hope is lost. 

The Philippines may have been slower to recover, but there is 
much more that can be done. Diop shares his thoughts and insights 
on how the World Bank is helping the country bounce back. 

Promoting 
Shared Prosperity

The World Bank helps to bridge the gap between the public 
and private sector, helping countries like the Philippines, 
bounce back from a crippling pandemic

INTERVIEW BY GRACE BAUTISTA
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the health, nutrition, and 
education of children aged 
0-18; and the Philippine 
Rural Development 
Project that aims to 
increase rural incomes 
and enhance farm and 
fishery productivity in 
the targeted areas by 
supporting smallholders 
and fisherfolk to 
increase their marketable 
surpluses, and their access 
to markets.
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affected by the ongoing pandemic. Ndiamé Diop, World Bank 
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reveals that the health crisis has hampered progress when it comes 
to the institution’s two key objectives—to end extreme poverty by 
2030 and to promote shared prosperity. But not all hope is lost. 
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in the region and worldwide rush to vaccinate the 
population. It will continue to be a race between the 
virus and vaccination, and the full recovery of economies 
will depend on who wins this race.      

9  What are your suggestions on how the 
Philippine government can improve in terms of 

its pandemic response and economic management?

An appropriate pandemic response will remain 
anchored on effective health measures to test, trace, 
isolate, and treat COVID-19 patients. These measures 
must strongly be complemented with a mass vaccination 
plan that brings the country closer to herd immunity 
to significantly diminish or even eliminate the virus 
spread. Addressing the health crisis will be a significant 
step to boost economic activity and return confidence 
back to the market.  

Moreover, the effective delivery of social protection 
programs to low-income families will help ensure that 
the short-term impacts of the crisis do not result in 
long-term harm to human capital. Shocks from the 
COVID-19 pandemic are manifesting themselves in 
child malnutrition and stunting, and reduced student 
learning, especially among the poor. If unmitigated, 
these shocks may have persistent impacts on people’s 
wellbeing and future economic opportunity, and will 
exacerbate inequality of opportunities.

10  According to the regional Economic Update 
report released on March 26, the outlook 

for the East Asia and Pacific region is mixed, with 
tourism-dependent countries experiencing more 
difficulties. What, if any, is the good news? What 
positive outlook can the region expect? 

Amid the pandemic, one encouraging development 
has been the acceleration of digitalization in the 
country. We have seen this acceleration, for example, 
in the higher number of people engaged in e-commerce 
or digital payments, or firms using digital technology 
to support business operations and work-from-home 
arrangements. The greater digital adoption will likely 
lead to improved efficiency and competitiveness and 
create new opportunities in the economy.  

This pandemic also brings the opportunity for 
governments to rethink their strategy and seize the 
opportunity of a green recovery. A growth strategy 
that incorporates environmental sustainability, climate 
adaptation, and disaster resilience is the only strategy 
that can ultimately bring sustainable growth in a post-
lockdown world.     

 

5  These goals are also achieved by partnering with 
governments and the private sector. In the case of 

the Philippines, how have you been partnering with 
the government and the private sector?

Resolving the development challenges of a country 
requires the strong collaboration among stakeholders, 
especially the public and private sector. In the Philippines, 
we have a strong partnership with both the government 
and the private sector. We provide the government with 
technical and financial assistance on critical challenges 
such as improving business competitiveness through 
legislative and regulatory reforms, financing vaccines 
procurement and roll-out, helping modernize and digitize 
social transfers, responding to natural disasters, climate 
change, and addressing fragility in the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). 

The private sector arm of the World Bank Group, 
the International Finance Corp. (IFC) offers investment, 
advisory and asset management services to encourage 
private sector development and attract international 
investors to sectors such as infrastructure and public 
utilities, financial institutions, and agribusinesses. Since 
1962, IFC has invested more than US$3 billion in equity 
and loans for more than 100 private sector companies. 

6 On your website, it says that “Today’s development 
challenges can only be met if the private sector 

is part of the solution. But the public sector sets the 
groundwork to enable private investment and allow it 
to thrive.” Could you elaborate more on this?

Key stakeholders have roles to fulfill when they come 
and work together to achieve the development objectives 
for the Philippines. The public sector leads by creating an 
enabling environment through well-communicated and 
appropriate policies and regulations that would allow the 
private sector to clearly understand government priorities, 

use their productive resources, invest, and contribute to 
economic development and nation-building. 

7  In line with the previous question, what is the role 
of the World Bank Group in bridging the public and 

private sectors?

The World Bank Group, with its impartiality and 
neutrality, capitalizes on its ability and position to convene 
the public and private partners to discuss the issues that are 
most relevant for the country’s development. The Bank also 
brings to the table the depth of its international knowledge 
and experiences by sharing global best practices and cross-
country comparisons to benefit and enrich the discussions.

8  In an interview on March 26, Aaditya Mattoo, 
World Bank Chief Economist for the East Asia 

Pacific Region, said that the Philippines is lagging 
behind in terms of economic recovery compared to 
other Southeast Asian countries. Why is the country 
underperforming?

More than a year into the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
developing economies of the region are facing a markedly 
uneven recovery. China and Vietnam are experiencing 
a V-shaped rebound where output has already surpassed 
pre-pandemic levels, but the rest of the region, including 
the Philippines, are facing slower recovery. Varying degrees 
of economic recovery in the region has depended mainly 
on the effectiveness of virus containment and the extent 
of fiscal and monetary support, but also the ability to take 
advantage of the revival of international trade. 

That regional report was completed in March and a lot 
of things have happened since then. We are monitoring 
recent developments, including the emergence of new virus 
variants that pose a continuing challenge as governments 
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that it had become necessary to embody the International 
Treaty Limits (ITL) in the Constitution as well and 
transform it into a binding international instrument, 
because, according to him, the Americans cannot be 
trusted to honor their word; after all the world then only 
knew an international law founded on “la fuerza de los 
cañones.” Thus, a colonial document was transformed by 
the Philippine colony into an anti-imperialist tool.

THE PHILIPPINES AT THE 
FOUNDING OF THE UN
In late 1945, towards the closing stages of the World 
War II, a Filipino delegation led by Carlos P. Romulo, 
participated in the drafting of the United Nations (UN) 
Charter. Along with India, a colony of the British 
empire, the Philippines was allowed to take part in the 
founding of a new international organization that, it was 
hoped, would usher and shepherd nations under a new 
era of  lasting peace.  

At the UN Charter discussions, Romulo and other 
Filipinos delegates fought for the recognition of the right 
to self-determination in the founding document. Just 
as well, because the very next year, on July 4, 1946, the 
Philippines would be granted independence by the US 
pursuant to the Tydings-McDuffie Act. 

In preparation for that, the US State Department 
organized the Philippine Foreign Affairs Training 
Program to formally train the first groups of Filipinos in 
post-independence diplomatic and consular work. 

The brainchild of Edward W. Mill, it selected the 
first 40 Filipinos to serve for the diplomatic corps of an 
independent Republic of the Philippines under a new 
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). This founding 
corps of post-independence Filipino diplomats would 
serve the DFA well.

In 1950,  Filipino diplomat and lawyer Jose Ingles 
argued in advisory opinion proceedings before the 
international Court of Justice in favor of UN supervision 
of South Africa’s trusteeship over South West Africa.

The diminutive Romulo would cut a giant figure in 
the next decade in world diplomacy. He stood tall in the 
campaign for the drafting of a Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948. He served the UN 
General Assembly as president from 1949 to 1950 and as 
chair of the UN Security Council in 1957.

THE UDHR, BANDUNG, AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL BILL OF RIGHTS
Any discussion of  Romulo’s legacy would not be 
complete without a careful look at his role in the path-
breaking April 18-24, 1955 Bandung Conference in 
Indonesia.

Bandung is recognized as an anti-colonialist gathering of 
decolonized or decolonizing states that paved the way for the 
birth of the Non-Aligned Movement in 1961.

Bandung enshrined the power of the hitherto impossible—
the “Spirit of Bandung” that challenged for the very first time 
the well-entrenched imperialism in the international legal 
order. 

Romulo, with Lebanese diplomat Charles Malik, appeared 
on the scene not only as an anti-colonialist, anti-imperialist 
advocate, but also as one of the loudest voices at Bandung for 
the universality of human rights.

The two of them successfully fought, over vociferous 
Chinese objections, for the inclusion of firm language in 
the Conference’s Final Communique that substantively 
acknowledged the UDHR as a founding document for a new 
international legal order.

The historical records show that at Bandung, Romulo sought 
a “dual negation” of the dominance of the First and the Second 
Worlds, and the condemnation of all forms of colonialism and 
deprivation of civil and political rights, whether in the East 
or in the West. This, despite Romulo’s creds as a true-blue 
American ally in the context of a deepening Cold War.

In his own account of Bandung, he documented having 
tangled with China’s Zhou En Lai, who argued that there is 
only one colonialism that must be spurned by everyone—that of 
the West.

In the end, as the Final Communique would put it, 
Bandung radically redefined colonialism, affirming that “alien 
subjugation, domination and exploitation constitutes a denial of 
human rights.”

Around the same time, the Philippines also began 
articulating a vision of national territorial sovereignty ironically 
founded on the legacy of the Treaty of Paris’ ITL. 

Following the 1935 Constitution, the DFA would seek the 
international community’s recognition of the country as the 
world’s lone mid-ocean archipelago with its own unique set of  
maritime security needs. 

Indeed, for the next seven decades, this was one of the few 
non-negotiables of Philippine foreign policy, through such 
issues as Parity Rights, the long presence of US Military Bases 
and Philippine dependence on American military might for its 
external defense, and the rise of the Communist movement in 
Asia, among many others. 

FILIPINO DIPLOMATS AT THE HELM OF SELF-
DETERMINATION
Our fine diplomats would struggle hard well into the 1980s for 
full recognition of the country’s sui generis view of the emerging 
Law of the Sea, even against the position taken by the former 
American colonizers.

By the 1960s, the Philippines was one of the newly 
independent states that headlined a successful campaign to 

IN RETROSPECT

Modern Philippine diplomacy was born in the 
crucible of revolution. 

On June 12, 1898, the First Philippine 
Republic was established in Kawit, Cavite, while Filipino 
revolutionaries pressed against the last Spanish holdout in 
the Far East, Intramuros, the Walled City.

The Republic’s President, General Emilio Aguinaldo, 
would send a 39-year old lawyer, Felipe Agoncillo, on a 
daunting diplomatic mission to the United States and Europe 
to secure recognition for the fledgling Republic. 

THE FIRST FILIPINO DIPLOMAT
Agoncillo was trained in the best of European legal 
traditions.  It was no surprise that he could argue in the 
language of the international law of the time. But President 
William McKinley would only receive him in a private 
capacity at the White House. It confirmed Agoncillo’s early 
suspicions that the Americans, who had earlier declared 
support for the Filipino revolutionaries in their fight against 
Spain, were not to be trusted.

By then, the Americans and the Spaniards had already 
reached a secret agreement to exclude Filipinos from 
negotiations for the colony’s future.  

Agoncillo would write a series of diplomatic notes 
addressed to the US Senate, the US State Department, and 
to the American and Spanish peace negotiators in Paris. 
These were all ignored by imperialist and racist imperatives 
unwilling to recognize the new Philippine Republic.

THE Philippine Diplomacy’s 123 
BY ATTY. ROMEL REGALADO BAGARES*

50 YEARS OF AMERICAN TUTELAGE
On December 8,  1898, the American and Spanish  
governments signed the Treaty of Paris (TOP), in which the 
latter ceded the Philippines to the former for US$20 million.

The next half century would see the Philippines under 
forced colonial tutelage.  

American rule gradually introduced Filipinos, in the 
words to McKinley’s Instructions, to “certain great principles 
of government” that were “essential to the rule of law and 
the maintenance of individual freedom.”  The better part 
of such education would be spent by the Philippines as an 
unincorporated territory under an American flag severed 
from the American constitution. 

In 1934, the US Congress passed the Tydings-McDuffie 
Act, which declared that upon the planned grant of 
Philippine Independence in 1946, the Republic of the 
Philippines shall have jurisdiction, control, authority and 
sovereignty over “all territory….the boundaries of which are 
set forth in Article II of the Treaty of Paris of December 
10, 1898, together with those islands embraced in the treaty 
between Spain and the [US], concluded at Washington on the 
7th day of November, 1900.”

Yet the following year, while drafting the 1935 
Constitution under American tutelage, Filipino 
constitutionalists made sure to re-state into it the metes and 
bounds of the TOP regime as integral to national territory.

Delegate Vicente Singson Encarnacion, the principal 
sponsor of the National Territory Provision (NTP), argued 
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that it had become necessary to embody the International 
Treaty Limits (ITL) in the Constitution as well and 
transform it into a binding international instrument, 
because, according to him, the Americans cannot be 
trusted to honor their word; after all the world then only 
knew an international law founded on “la fuerza de los 
cañones.” Thus, a colonial document was transformed by 
the Philippine colony into an anti-imperialist tool.
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Charter. Along with India, a colony of the British 
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birth of the Non-Aligned Movement in 1961.

Bandung enshrined the power of the hitherto impossible—
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the Conference’s Final Communique that substantively 
acknowledged the UDHR as a founding document for a new 
international legal order.
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a “dual negation” of the dominance of the First and the Second 
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or in the West. This, despite Romulo’s creds as a true-blue 
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In his own account of Bandung, he documented having 
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IN RETROSPECT

establish mechanisms to implement the promises of the 
UDHR.  

In fact, within three years of its drafting, the Philippine 
Supreme Court would rule in two landmark cases that its 
provisions were binding norms of customary international 
law. 

With colleagues from Jamaica, Liberia, Ghana, and 
Costa Rica, Filipino diplomats, especially Salvador S.P. 
Lopez, worked at the UN to establish mechanisms to 
implement an International Bill of Rights. 

They argued that protections already enjoyed by citizens 
of the West should likewise be granted to the citizens of the 
newly-decolonized states. 

These mechanisms—such as the UN Human Rights 
Committee under the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights—transcended state sovereignty and provided 
the foundations for the universal promotion of human 
rights. 

A noted literary writer and Romulo protégé, Lopez was 
instrumental in the creation of the ICCPR’s individual 
complaints mechanism. Through this mechanism, citizens 
can take their governments to task for failing to carry out 
their obligations under the covenant. 

Such a distinguished history is difficult to square with 
the present dispensation’s claims that human rights is being 
weaponized against the country’s right to self-determination. 

For the diplomats of  the Philippine diplomacy’s golden 
era, such self-determination cannot be divorced from respect 
for the universality of human rights. 

As our part of the world turned inward and, in Leon Ma. 
Guerrero’s fine phrase, sought an “Asia for Asians,” Lopez, 
an old-school liberal, would also pave the way for a more 
cosmopolitan approach to Philippine foreign policy. 

He would eventually succeed Romulo as Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs and later follow his mentor to the University 
of the Philippines (UP), where he served as a short-lived 
but well-loved presidency as the state university was plunged 
into the great societal upheavals of the 1970s.

But Martial Law under the late strongman former 
President Ferdinand E. Marcos would sever his old ties with 
Romulo; his mentor, almost to the very end, served Marcos 
without hesitation, even despite undeniable violations of 
gross human rights committed under his administration. 

MANILA DECLARATION’S ENDURING LEGACY
Perhaps, one of Romulo’s enduring legacies cemented late 
in his foreign affairs career was his role in the drafting 
of the Manila Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of 
International Disputes. 

The Declaration was pushed by member-states of the 
Non-Alignment Movement, namely Egypt, Indonesia, 

Mexico, Nigeria, Romania, Sierra Leone, Tunisia, and the 
Philippines. Its initial draft, at Romulo’s instance, was 
crafted by the Special Committee on the Charter of the 
United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the 
Organization which met in Manila. 

The final form was adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly by consensus on November 15, 1982 
through resolution A/RES/37/10 or the Manila Declaration 
on the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes.

“For the first time,” writes an international legal scholar 
of the Manila Declaration, “a normative text develops 
a comprehensive plan and a consolidation of the legal 
framework of peaceful settlement of international disputes.” 

The Philippines’ resolve to follow the Manila 
Declaration’s principles would be tested soon enough.

Following the ouster of Marcos from power in 1986, as 
well as the termination of the US-Philippine Military Bases 
Agreement in 1991, the Philippines would be confronted 
with the rise of  a neighbor—the People’s Republic of 
China—as a New Great Power.

China began to flex its military muscle, powered by 
unprecedented economic progress. Pursuing its nine-dash 
line claim, it would encroach on much of the South China 
Sea, including maritime territories held or claimed by the 
Philippines.

In 2012, a standoff between the Philippines and China 
over the Bajo De Masinloc (Scarborogh Shoal), a rocky 
outcrop about 124 nautical miles west of the coast of 
Zambales, led the Philippines to pursue an arbitral case 
under the compulsory dispute settlement mechanism of the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

In July 2016, the UNCLOS Tribunal handed down an 
Award that essentially won for the Philippines all of the 
points it had raised against China, which had opted for a 
strategy of non-participation in the proceedings.  

It held that China’s nine dash-line claim to the living 
and non-living resources in the South China Sea actually 
consists of “a constellation of historic rights short of title”  
that is “incompatible with the Convention to the extent that 
it exceeds the limits of China’s maritime zones as provided 
for by the Convention.”

Such a victory, however, entailed the abandonment by the 
Philippines of its long-held constitutional position that the 
expanse of its maritime territories are governed by the Treaty 
of Paris regime. 

Its reverberations continue to be felt today.
________________________________________________________
*Atty. Romel Regalado Bagares has Communication and Law degrees 
from the University of the Philippines and a master’s degree from the 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. He teaches International Law in two 
Manila law schools. 
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the foundations for the universal promotion of human 
rights. 

A noted literary writer and Romulo protégé, Lopez was 
instrumental in the creation of the ICCPR’s individual 
complaints mechanism. Through this mechanism, citizens 
can take their governments to task for failing to carry out 
their obligations under the covenant. 

Such a distinguished history is difficult to square with 
the present dispensation’s claims that human rights is being 
weaponized against the country’s right to self-determination. 

For the diplomats of  the Philippine diplomacy’s golden 
era, such self-determination cannot be divorced from respect 
for the universality of human rights. 

As our part of the world turned inward and, in Leon Ma. 
Guerrero’s fine phrase, sought an “Asia for Asians,” Lopez, 
an old-school liberal, would also pave the way for a more 
cosmopolitan approach to Philippine foreign policy. 

He would eventually succeed Romulo as Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs and later follow his mentor to the University 
of the Philippines (UP), where he served as a short-lived 
but well-loved presidency as the state university was plunged 
into the great societal upheavals of the 1970s.

But Martial Law under the late strongman former 
President Ferdinand E. Marcos would sever his old ties with 
Romulo; his mentor, almost to the very end, served Marcos 
without hesitation, even despite undeniable violations of 
gross human rights committed under his administration. 

MANILA DECLARATION’S ENDURING LEGACY
Perhaps, one of Romulo’s enduring legacies cemented late 
in his foreign affairs career was his role in the drafting 
of the Manila Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of 
International Disputes. 

The Declaration was pushed by member-states of the 
Non-Alignment Movement, namely Egypt, Indonesia, 

Mexico, Nigeria, Romania, Sierra Leone, Tunisia, and the 
Philippines. Its initial draft, at Romulo’s instance, was 
crafted by the Special Committee on the Charter of the 
United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the 
Organization which met in Manila. 

The final form was adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly by consensus on November 15, 1982 
through resolution A/RES/37/10 or the Manila Declaration 
on the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes.

“For the first time,” writes an international legal scholar 
of the Manila Declaration, “a normative text develops 
a comprehensive plan and a consolidation of the legal 
framework of peaceful settlement of international disputes.” 

The Philippines’ resolve to follow the Manila 
Declaration’s principles would be tested soon enough.

Following the ouster of Marcos from power in 1986, as 
well as the termination of the US-Philippine Military Bases 
Agreement in 1991, the Philippines would be confronted 
with the rise of  a neighbor—the People’s Republic of 
China—as a New Great Power.

China began to flex its military muscle, powered by 
unprecedented economic progress. Pursuing its nine-dash 
line claim, it would encroach on much of the South China 
Sea, including maritime territories held or claimed by the 
Philippines.

In 2012, a standoff between the Philippines and China 
over the Bajo De Masinloc (Scarborogh Shoal), a rocky 
outcrop about 124 nautical miles west of the coast of 
Zambales, led the Philippines to pursue an arbitral case 
under the compulsory dispute settlement mechanism of the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

In July 2016, the UNCLOS Tribunal handed down an 
Award that essentially won for the Philippines all of the 
points it had raised against China, which had opted for a 
strategy of non-participation in the proceedings.  

It held that China’s nine dash-line claim to the living 
and non-living resources in the South China Sea actually 
consists of “a constellation of historic rights short of title”  
that is “incompatible with the Convention to the extent that 
it exceeds the limits of China’s maritime zones as provided 
for by the Convention.”

Such a victory, however, entailed the abandonment by the 
Philippines of its long-held constitutional position that the 
expanse of its maritime territories are governed by the Treaty 
of Paris regime. 

Its reverberations continue to be felt today.
________________________________________________________
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