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50 X 2025
BY 2025, WE COMMIT 
TO REDUCE OUR USE 
OF WATER IN ALL
PROCESSES ACROSS 
THE SAN MIGUEL GROUP 
BY 50%.

WE’RE CHALLENGING 
OURSELVES TO DO MORE.  

While our water management efficiency level is 
among the highest in the Philippines, and while 
water conservation and protection has always 
been a key component of our operations, 

We will adopt new and stricter measures to improve the 
efficiency of our water use, as well as utilize water-saving 
technologies and implement conservation programs.

ELIMINATE WASTAGE OF 
WATER ACROSS OUR OPERATIONS.

We will optimize all our wastewater treatment facilities to further 
lessen our water footprint. We commit to make greater use of 
treated greywater for non-essential purposes. 

REUSE AND RECYCLE 
MORE WATER.

We will continue to lessen our use of ground and surface 
water, protect these water sources, and empower our 
communities to do the same.

REDUCE OUR USE OF GROUND 
AND SURFACE WATER AND 
PROTECT VITAL WATER SOURCES.

We will harvest rainwater and runoff water from creeks and 
rivers – collecting, filtering, and storing it for irrigation and for 
various other purposes. We hope that others will follow our example.

HARVEST RAINWATER.

WHY DO WE CARE? WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROVIDING 
WATER-CHALLENGED COMMUNITIES 
NOT JUST ACCESS TO SAFE, POTABLE 
WATER, BUT ALSO THE ABILITY TO BE 
SELF-SUSTAINING WHEN IT COMES 
TO WATER MANAGEMENT.

Because it’s 
everyone’s water.

www.sanmiguel.com.ph/

www.facebook.com/smcbetterworld
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Atty. Javier P. Flores
Publisher

P U B L I S H E R ’ S  N O T E

 
The new year brings hope for everyone.

 

It encourages us to take the big leap, expand the scale of 
our public service like former Special Assistant to the 
President Bong Go (page xx), or take on a seemingly 
ambitious task, like the Manila Bay Rehabilitation 
(page 14).

 The new year is also a perfect time to re-evaluate what we 
have accomplished, get a good projection of the future, and 
recalibrate our strategies and measures—such is the case for 
National Economic and Development Authority (page xx) and 
Social Security System’s Investments Sector (page 82).

 For actor and director, now CCP President Nick Lizaso, 
it’s having the youthful exuberance to take on new adventures 
even in his senior years (page 76). For actor-turned-politician 
Manila Rep. John Marvin Nieto, more popularly known as 
Yul Servo, it’s finding your star in a more meaningful realm—
public service, that is.

 LEAGUE looks at the new year as a time to give due 
recognition to 10 of the country’s most outstanding LGU 
leaders (page 64). We chose them for the laudable programs 
and projects they have for their respective localities, and for 
serving as good role models in public service.

 Likewise, the remarkable accomplishments and leadership 
of some of our LGU leaders—Bataan Governor Albert Garcia; 
Biñan City Mayor Arman Dimaguila; Brgy. Anos, Los Baños, 
Laguna Brgy. Kap. Celerino Balasoto; and Carmona, Cavite 
Mayor Dahlia Loyola—tell us that there is so much we can do 
for our nation to prosper.

 Taking after the inspiring governance of the third president 
of the Third Republic, Ramon Magsaysay (page 94), it’s not 
impossible for the Philippines to achieve another run for 
“Golden Years.” We in LEAGUE remain hopeful.
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R O U N D  U P

PANEL APPROVES BILL CREATING ‘NAT’L 
FILIPINO WOMEN’S MUSEUM’

The House Committee on Women and Gender Equality 
chaired by Rep. Bernadette Herrera-Dy approved House 
Bill 372, authored by Gabriela Party-list Reps. Arlene 
Brosas and Emmi De Jesus, which seeks to create the 
National Filipino Women’s Museum.

The establishment of the museum aims to honor women’s 
role and heroism in the Filipinos’ liberation from foreign 
invasion and occupation by the Spanish, American and 
Japanese.

They cited the names of Gabriela Silang, Tandang Sora, 
Teresa Magbanua, and Trinidad Tecson—Filipino women 
who fought against colonialism and foreign invasion.

BAGUIO SOLON: 4-M TREES YEARLY IF BILL BECOMES LAW
Around four million trees would be planted annually if the 

bill requiring parents to plant two trees for every child born 
to them is enacted into law, Baguio Rep. Mark Go said.

Last January 14, the House of Representatives approved 
the Family Tree Planting Bill on third and final reading 
before the plenary. The bill was already transmitted to the 
Senate.

Go said the law simply wants to encourage Filipinos and 
everyone in the country to plant a tree and take care of them 
because they are simultaneously growing with their child.

MARIKINA WANTS TO MIRROR MUNTINLUPA                                     
ENTREP PROGRAM

Marikina City is seeking to implement Muntinlupa City’s 
Joint Resource Financing Program or Tulong Negosyo 
which aims to grant financial assistance to all aspiring 
entrepreneurs without imposing a loan interest.

Marikina Local Economic and Investment Promotion 
Officer Lourdes dela Paz (3rd to the left) visited Muntinlupa 
City Mayor Jaime Fresnedi (2nd to the left) for a courtesy 
call to benchmark Muntinlupa’s programs for entrepreneurs.

Muntinlupa City has been named as the Most Business-
Friendly Local Government Unit by the Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI) for the second 
time around.

PANGASINAN HONORS WORLD WAR II VETERANS
The provincial government once again honored 

the World War II veterans of Pangasinan through 
a commemorative program and a medical mission 
for them and their family members during the 74th 
Lingayen Gulf Landings and 12th Pangasinan Veterans’ 
Day.

In his speech, Governor Amado Espino III emphasized 
the importance of honoring the veterans while they were 
still living as their number decrease each year.
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R O U N D  U P

L

MALASAKIT CENTER OPENS IN QUEZON CITY
The government rolled out its 19th Malasakit 

Center at the Lung Center of the Philippines in 
Quezon City on January 7.

Former Special Assistant to the President 
Christopher Lawrence “Bong” Go, along 
with QC Vice Mayor Josefina Belmonte, 
led the launching of the center as part of the 
administration’s efforts to improve medical 
services across the country.

This one-stop shop offers financial assistance 
related to hospitalizations in order to reduce the 
waiting time, queues, and paper works needed 
to avail of such services.

PCSO OPENS 67TH BRANCH IN AGUSAN DEL SUR
Staying true to its promise of bringing the services 

closer to the people, the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office (PCSO) opened its 67th branch in Agusan del Sur 
on January 16.

PCSO General Manager Alexander Balutan revealed 
that the building was donated by the local government of 
Agusan del Sur through Gov. Adolf Edward Plaza.

As per Command Operating Budget, the Agency is 
planning to put up four more branches this year.

ILOILO CITY BAGS NAT’L ADAC PERFORMANCE AWARD
Iloilo City is a recipient of the National Anti-Drug 

Abuse Council (ADAC) Performance Award by the 
Department of the Interior and Local Government 
(DILG) following the 2017 ADAC Performance Audit-
National Calibration.

The ADAC Award is given to local government 
units that have successful anti-drug abuse programs, 
taking into consideration financial and physical 
accomplishments, drug-clearing operations, and 
community-based rehabilitation programs.

Mayor Jose Espinosa III received the National ADAC 
Performance Award during the awarding ceremony in 
Tent City, Manila Hotel on December 28, 2018.

MASONIC LODGE PARTNERS WITH IBARRA WATCHES ON THEIR 125TH 
ANNIV

Pilar Lodge No. 15 is celebrating 125 years since it was 
chartered in 1894. During the war, many Katipuneros were first 
members of the Lodge including, General Emilio Aguinaldo.

To honor this milestone, Pilar Lodge No. 15 is releasing a 
commemorative watch model, designed and manufactured by 
Filipino watch brand, Ibarra Watches.

The limited edition watch will only have 125 pieces, sold 
exclusively to Freemasons. The timepiece will be released during 
their 125th Public Installation of Elected and Appointed Officers 
of Pilar Masonic Lodge No. 15.
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INTERVIEWS BY SHIMICO DIANNE NAKAMURALOCAL LEGISLATION

Here in Brgy. 491, Zone 48 of Sampaloc, Manila where the Dangwa Flower 
Market (known as Bulaklakan ng Maynila) and St. Jude College & Hospital are 

considered landmarks, we have our three key steps in making ordinances.
First, the consultation of the problems encountered by our constituents 

in their vicinity. Second, addressing their issues through proposed solutions. 
These steps are made during the quarterly Barangay General Assembly. 
Third, the prioritization of which solutions to be adopted as an ordinance 
and its implementation done by the barangay officials during our twice-a-
month meeting.

One of the ordinances made is the strict implementation of the 10 p.m. 
curfew, after which time drinking of alcoholic beverages and use of karaoke 
machines are prohibited. By implementing the ordinance, residents enjoy a 
peaceful rest during night time.

Another is the proper segregation of garbage and scheduling of collection. To 
implement, we posted announcements on the Barangay’s Bulletin Board, posted 
tarpaulins on every street and announce throug social media, and did a text 
brigade.

These democratic and inclusive ways of crafting and implementing 
ordinances are working effectively within our community.
Joshua Apilado, SK Chairperson
BRGY. 491-48, SAMPALOC, MANILA

B A R A N G A Y  C O N N E C T I O N

As youth citizens of our barangay, we abide by our city 
and barangay ordinances. One of the existing rules we 

have here is called “Pamuwisan,” which means everyone in 
the barangay will pay their own taxes.

As an elected SK official, I am tasked to serve as a role 
model to the youth. With this role, I lead all activities for 
the minors in our barangay. As I have stated during my 
campaign for SK chairman, I want to prove that gender 
does not define our capabilities.
Kace Abanilla, SK Chairperson 
BARANGAY ISABANG, TAYABAS CITY, QUEZON PROVINCE

Here in our barangay, we focus more on children and women. That is why 
we came up with children and women-friendly ordinances. As you can see, 

we are consisting of mostly women and children, even our officials. We have 
a designated desk for complaints and reports, so we can evaluate and act 
accordingly. We also aim to have a policy which is to put up designated smoking 
areas with the help of SK Chairperson Joy Angelique Bacor. 
Arturo D. Tambis, Brgy. Captain
BRGY. MANRESA, QUEZON CITY

As a newly elected kagawad of our barangay, I am planning 
to implement an ordinance mandating owners whose pet 

animals have been found to have urinated and defecated 
on another person’s property, on the streets, sidewalks, and 
other public places, to collect and properly dispose of the pet 
waste and providing penalties for violation. It is but proper for 
all pet owners to be respectful of another person’s place and 
property.

Another ordinance that has been implemented this 
January 2019 is requiring the owners, administrators, property 
managers, lessees, and concessionaires of commercial/
business establishments to secure public legal liability 
insurance for the City Council review, since the year starts 
with renewal of business permits.
Maria Doreen D. Masiglat, Kagawad
BARANGAY ORANBO, PASIG

LEAGUE asked barangay officilas about the 
ordinace theyhave recently passed
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s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

With eight 
million 
tons of 
plastic 
ending 

up in oceans every year, 
the Philippines ranks as the 
world’s third plastic polluter 
of oceans. To address this 
alarming fact and to unite 
different sectors to end 
plastic pollution, the World 
Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) Philippines, together 
with Ayala Malls and 
other partner corporations, 
officially launched the 
#AyokoNgPlastik movement 
at Glorietta 2 Activity Center.

The #AyokoNgPlastik 
movement hopes to bring together companies, 
individuals, and other sectors to minimize and eventually 
put a stop to single-use plastics such as straws, bags, 
bottles, and cups. Refusing these is a simple yet strong 
first step that individuals can take to commit to a 
sustainable lifestyle, especially since the harm that these 
materials cause directly affect humans.

 “Plastic pollution is a serious threat not only to 
marine life but to human life as well. Plastics don’t 
completely degenerate and just break down into small 
pieces—microplastics—which are ingested by the fish 
that we eat. The possibility of plastics ending up on 
dinner plates is a serious concern and a health hazard,” 
said Joel Palma, WWF-Philippines President and CEO.

 The movement is one of the major projects of WWF-
Philippines this year. Initiated by its Next Generation 
Council (NGC), the goal is to raise awareness and 
encourage individuals to live more consciously and 
for businesses to operate more sustainably. Introduced 
during the event, the NGC is made up of young movers 
and shakers who heeded the call to spread WWF-
Philippines’ conservation thrusts. Headed by The 
Net Group Chair Raymond Rufino, members include 
television host and columnist Stephanie Zubiri-Crespi, 
Philux COO Stephanie Kienle-Gonzalez, Magsaysay 
Transport and Logistics COO Jesse Maxwell, Teach for 
the Philippines CEO Clarissa Delgado, The Moment 
Group Co-Founder and Creative Director Abba Napa, 
and former WWF-Philippines National Youth Council 
Chairperson Alexa Cancio.

 Ayala Malls, one 
of the biggest shopping 
mall developers in the 
Philippines, has also 
expressed support for 
the movement. As part 
of the Ayala group of 
companies (recognized 
by the United Nations 
as a sustainable 
development pioneer), 
Ayala Malls is committed 
to driving sustainable 
business and living 
practices across their 
many developments.

In addition to 
Ayala Malls, other 
official partners of 
the #AyokoNgPlastik 

movement present during the event include National 
Geographic, Bellevue Hotels and Resorts, Bo’s Coffee, 
Corkcicle, Coffee Project, Daluyon Beach and Mountain 
Resort, Puerto Pension Inn, foodpanda, HSBC, Impact 
Hub Manila, IVO, The Lind Boracay, The Moment Group, 
Toby’s Estate, CIBO, and CNN-Philippines.

WWF-Philippines National Ambassadors Marc Nelson 
and Rovilson Fernandez, who hosted the kickoff event, both 
stressed the importance of every Filipino’s participation 
in the movement and how this can contribute to positive 
environmental change by stating how cleaning up oceans 
and coastlines is essential in restoring marine life and 
reiterating the importance of preventing pollutants from 
entering the oceans.

 “We’re very happy to see the growing number of people 
interested in beach cleanups. Now the challenge we must 
all take is to go beyond the beach and do whatever it takes 
to reduce our own carbon footprint,” Fernandez said.

 “The amount of trash being collected during cleanups is 
just unimaginable. Everyone needs to realize that our trash 
is never actually gone and just ends up somewhere else. We 
need to be responsible travelers and consumers and avoid 
single-use plastics and recycle what we can,” Nelson added.

 If production and usage of plastic remain unchanged, 
experts predict that there could be more plastic than fish 
in the ocean by 2050. Everyone is invited to take part in 
the #AyokoNgPlastik movement and can find more details 
through WWF-Philippines’ social media pages or the 
official #AyokoNgPlastik Facebook group, which now has 
almost 3,000 members since its launch. 

WWF-PH Next Generation Council together with WWF National Ambassadors

s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
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UNITED TO END 
PLASTIC POLLUTION

#AyokoNgPlastik movement aims to raise 
awareness on the serious threat of plastic pollution 

to marine and human life, and to encourage 
individuals to live more consciously and for 

businesses to operate more sustainably
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THE BATTLE FOR The life of great cities begin beside 
bodies of water, and when such 
cities neglect that which give them 
life, decline and death naturally 
follow. Manila Bay lent its naturally 
protected harbor to the rise of 

Manila from where the country is governed. Yet 
for all its generosity over hundreds of years, 
it has been treated as a sewer and dumpsite 
of the foulest effluence that Manileños could 
come up with. One 
river tributary 
contributes 
1.990 billion 
units per cubic meter 
fecal coliform count to Manila Bay. If nothing 
is done, Manila Bay will choke the life out of 
Manila.

Thankfully, we begin to see action now in 
these times when going beyond lip service is 
needed. President Rodrigo Duterte, coming from 
a victorious campaign to clean up Boracay, next 
set his sights to the clean-up of Manila Bay. 
The Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), all its related agencies and 
environmentalist groups, could do nothing but spring 
to action. On January 27, 2019, some 5,000 people 
joined the solidarity walk to mark the start of the 
Battle FOR Manila Bay.

MANILA BAY
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BY THE LEAGUE STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SONNY BOY CASTILLO AND JERIC LLOYD VIVIT

THE BATTLE FOR

A historic solidarity walk led by the officials of the 
interagency task force mandated to rehabilitate 

Manila Bay signifies that the Battle for Manila Bay 
rehabilitation has begun

MANILA BAY
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The Manila Bay task force, composed of 
13 agencies—namely, the DENR, Department 
of the Interior and Local Government 
(DILG), Department of Education (DepEd), 
Department of Health (DOH), Department 
of Agriculture (DA), DPWH, Department of 
Budget and Management (DBM), Philippine 
Coast Guard (PCG), Philippine National 
Police Maritime Group (PNP-MG), Philippine 
Ports Authority (PPA), MMDA, Metropolitan 
Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS), 
and Local Water Utilities Administration 
(LWUA)—have joined forces to clean up, 
rehabilitate, and preserve the Manila Bay.

On the same day, the DENR, through 
the Laguna Lake Development Authority 
(LLDA), proceeded to close down the two 
famous restaurants—the Aristocrat Restaurant 
and Gloria Maris Shark’s Fin Restaurant—for 
dumping wastewater into Manila Bay. A cease 
and desist order was issued on a wastewater 
treatment facility of The Esplanade in Pasay 
City for the same violation.

This is just the beginning of a long, 
arduous fight.
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insurmountable environmental problem. It 
is everyone’s fervent hope Manila Bay will 
also be saved like Boracay.

BIG TASK AHEAD
Case in point: According to data gathered 
by LEAGUE, only 15% (2.4M/16.3M) of 
the water-served population in the NCR 
are connected to a sewerage system and 
about 3.84% (187,000/4,863,938) of water 
served population outside the NCR are 
provided with sanitation services. Almost 
233,000 informal settler families (ISFs) are 
residing along the waterways of the Manila 
Bay area, directly discharging their wastes 
to the water. Furthermore, only about 60% 
(107/178) of LGUs have approved 10-Year 
Solid Waste Management Plan.

To make matters worse, there are 11 
river outfalls draining to Manila Bay 
contributing to the fecal coliform count. 
As of 2018, the Balut station tops the list 
with 1.990 billion units per cubic meter 
fecal coliform count, followed by San 
Antonio de Abad with 1.36B, Vitas with 
745 million, Bangkulasi Downstream 
with 223M, Macapagal 1 with 103M, 
Macapagal 3 with 92.9M, Coastal 1 with 
88.7M, Zapote River Drive with 71.6M, 
Coastal 2 with 19.9M, Macapagal 2 
with 15M, and Jones with 452 thousand, 
respectively.

To curb these problems, an executive 
order is proposed to create an interagency 
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Fecal coliform in Station V (Laguna de 
Bay) is within the Class C Water Quality 
Guideline. Its value of 176 MPN/100 mL is 
very low compared to the other stations. With 
reference to the scale, the value is too small 
to be seen in the fi gure. Fecal coliforms in all 
Pasig River Stations are way above threshold 
value for Class C Waters.

THE MANILA BAY CASE
In January 1999, a band of law students from 
the University of the Philippines and a group of 
concerned citizens filed a lawsuit with a simple 
prayer: to compel the government to clean up the 
Manila Bay.

 Ten years after the filing of the ambitious 
lawsuit in a trial court, the Supreme Court (SC) 
upheld the decision of the Regional Trial Court 
and Court of Appeals ordering 13 mandamus 
agencies “to clean up, rehabilitate, and preserve 
Manila Bay, and restore and maintain its waters 
to SB level to make them fit for swimming, skin 

diving, and other forms of contact 
recreation.” 

 But despite well-meaning 
intentions since the decision of 
the SC, no one has really turned 
the cleanup of Manila Bay into 
a full-blown battle. Despite the 
mandamus, the pollution of the bay 
continued unabated.

 Presbitero Velasco, who wrote 
the unanimous decision in the 
landmark Writ of Kalikasan case 
on Manila Bay, pointed out in 
his speech at a symposium on 

Environmental Decision-Making, the Rule of 
Law and Environmental Justice, “From my 
perspective, the causes of this unfortunate 
development are many and varied. Foremost 
of these are years of deplorable neglect by, if 
not abject indifference of, the citizenry and 
government institutions, when they could 
have minimized, if not stopped the damage.”

 But as can be gleaned from the case 
of Boracay’s rehabilitation, nothing is 
impossible if everyone will cooperate 
and do their part in solving a seemingly 
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task force to facilitate the relocation of 
informal settler families, the emplacement of 
sewerage system, and other remedial measures 
on proper solid waste management.

The interventions to be conducted by 
the interagency task force would include 
waterways cleanup, installation of silt 
curtains, and relocation of ISF. Putting up of 
temporary sanitation facilities and innovative 
sanitation projects (“Bucket Brigade”) are 
also top priorities. Improvement of identified 
swimming or beach areas, and mangrove 
enrichment planting will be executed as well. 
To ensure that compliance to the Clean Water 
Act is observed, intensification or scaling up 
of law enforcement and filing of cases against 
erring Barangay Captains will be strictly 
implemented. 

The proposed executive order to 
rehabilitate Manila Bay has three phases. 
First is the cleanup and water quality 
improvement, with the goal of providing 
temporary sanitation facilities to informal 
settlers residing along esteros and shorelines 
pending relocation, implement solid waste 
management, and start planning for the 
relocation of informal settlers. Second is 
rehabilitation and resettlement, an effort to 
rehabilitate old sewer lines in NCR, relocate 
informal settlers, and ensure completion 
of 340 million liters per day (MLD) of 
Maynilad and Manila Water by 2022. Third 
is education and sustainment, which aims to 
ensure continuing education of citizens to 
protect the gains, sustain law enforcement 
and monitoring, and fast track earlier 

completion of the sewerage 
system in Metro Manila from 
2037 to 2026.

 
A GLIMPSE OF HOPE
As creatures of habit, 
it is easier for us to be 
skeptical when faced by a 
huge undertaking like the 
rehabilitation of the Manila 
Bay. But it is during these 
challenging times that we 
need to work together. 
Embracing pessimism at this 
point in time is tantamount 
to surrendering to a battle. 
Consider Boracay as a 
source of inspiration. When 
this tiny tropical island was 
rehabilitated, Sec. Cimatu 
himself drew inspiration 
from it and paved the way 
for the Battle for Manila 
Bay. The solidarity walk of 
the interagency task force 
mandated to rehabilitate 
the Manila Bay speaks for 
itself. The domino effect 
of positivity has reached 
the Filipino people’s 
consciousness, from the 
public to private sectors.

 Every battle begins in 
the mind. With the right 
mindset, the Battle for 
Manila Bay can be won.
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  LEAGUE

Manila Bay area covers eight (8) provinces and 178 local government units in three 
regions namely: National Capital Region (NCR), Region III, and Region IV-A. Of the 

eight provinces, four are coastal (Bataan, Bulacan, Cavite, and Pampanga); four are 
non-coastal (Laguna, Nueva Ecija, Rizal, and Tarlac). Its drainage area covers 1,994 km2  
or 199,400 hectares. Its coastline measures some 190 kilometers. And has 17 principal 
river systems draining to Manila Bay namely: Angat River, Bocaue River, Sta. Maria River, 
Marilao River, Meycauayan River, Meycauayan-Valenzuela River, Pasig River, Parañaque 
River, Imus River, Ylang-ylang River, Rio Grande, Cañas River, Obando River, Navotas-
Malabon-Tinajeros-Tullahan River, Talisay River, Guagua River, and Pampanga River.

13 MANDAMUS AGENCIES
1. Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR)
2. Department of the Interior and Local 
Government (DILG)
3. Department of Education (DepEd)
4. Department of Health (DOH)
5. Department of Agriculture (DA)
6. Department of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH)
7. Department of Budget and Management 
(DBM)
8. Philippine Coast Guard
9. Philippine National Police Maritine Group 
(PNP-MG)
10. Philippine Ports  Authority (PPA)
11. Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewage 
System (MWSS)
12. Metropolitan Manila Development Authority 
(MMDA)
13. Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA)

SC MANDAMUS ON MANILA BAY

On December 18, 2016, the Supreme Court 
issued SC Mandamus on Manila Bay (G.R. 

171947-48) directing 13 government agencies to 
clean up, rehabilitate, and preserve the Manila 
Bay, and restore and maintain its water  to SB 
level to make them fit for swimming, skin diving, 
and other forms of contact recreation.

The Mandamus orders the dismantling 
and removal of illegal structures along the 
waterways (Pasig-Marikina-San Juan Rivers; NCR 
[Parañaque-Zapote, Las Piñas] Rivers; Navotas-
Malabon-Tullahan-Tinajeros and connecting 
waterways and esteros in Metro Manila; Rivers 
in Bulacan, Bataan, Cavite and Laguna de Bay 
and other rivers connecting waterways and 
esteros that discharge wastewater into Manila 
Bay.

OTHER FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT MANILA BAY
● Only 15% (2.4M/16.3M) of the water-

served population in the NCR are connected 
to a sewerage system and about 3.84% 
(187,000/4,863,938) of water served 
population outside the NCR are provided 
with sanitation services;

● Almost 233,000 informal settler families 
(ISFs) are residing along the waterways of 
the Manila Bay area, directly discharging 
their wastes to the water;

● Only about 76% (135/178) of LGUs have 
approved 10-Year Solid Waste Management 
Plans.

FA S T  FAC T S

  LEAGUE

Concept of Operation
□ Create 4 Technical Working Groups/Committees (along 4 Key 
Result Areas):

● Cleanup/ Water Quality Improvement
● Rehabilitation and Resettlement
● Sustainment and Enforcement
● Communication (and Mobilization)

□ Organize 3 Task Groups:
▪ Task Group NCR
▪ Task Group Region III
▪ Task Group Region IVA

□ Task Unit: Per River & Tributaries or Territorial Areas  
to be covered (ex. Task Unit-Pasig River; Task Unit-Manila;  
as appropriate)
□ Functional Task Units 

ELEVEN (11) RIVER OUTFALL DRAINING TO MANILA BAY

LIST OF ESTABLISHMENTS FOR ISSUANCE OF NOTICE OF 
VIOLATION, EX-PARTE ORDER AND CEASE AND DESIST 
ORDER
A. For Issuance of a CEASE and DESIST ORDER (CDO)
1. Gloria Maris Shark’s Fin Restaurant
2. The Esplanade (San Miguel by the Bay)
3. Aristocrat Restaurant - Roxas Food Ventures. Inc.
4. E Universe Entertainment & KTV Bar

B. For Issuance of an EX-PARTE ORDER
1. Star Parks Inc. (Star City)

C. For Issuance of NOTICE OF VIOLATION (water pollution 
case)
1. SM Investment Corporation - SM Corporate Offices
2. Aliw Inn - Pasay
3. SM Prime Holdings, Inc. - SM Mall of Asia
4. SM Development Corporation - Sea Residences
5. Lola Taba Lolo Pato sa Seaside Commercial Spaces
6. SM Prime Holdings Inc. - SM Ferry Terminal

On January 27, 2019, DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu officially declared the start 
of the Manila Bay Rehabilitation at the Baywalk in Manila. On hand to witness 
the declaration, and also joined in the earlier event of Solidarity Walk from 

the Quirino Grandstand to the staging area (Baywalk), were about 5,000 individuals, 
mostly representing the 13 mandamus agencies, local government units and 
private sector.

Calling it the “Battle for Manila Bay,” Cimatu, a former Armed Forces chief, said: 
“This is one battle that will be won not with force or arms, but with the firm resolve 
to bring Manila Bay back to life. With the commitment and determination of every 
Filipino to do his share in the rehabilitation effort, we have already won the Battle 
for Manila Bay.”

Manila Bay Rehabilitation has three phases, 1.) Cleanup/ Water Quality 
Improvement; 2.) Rehabilitation and Resettlement; and 3.) Education and 
Sustainment.
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Manila Bay area covers eight (8) provinces and 178 local government units in three 
regions namely: National Capital Region (NCR), Region III, and Region IV-A. Of the 

eight provinces, four are coastal (Bataan, Bulacan, Cavite, and Pampanga); four are 
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2. Department of the Interior and Local 
Government (DILG)
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5. Department of Agriculture (DA)
6. Department of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH)
7. Department of Budget and Management 
(DBM)
8. Philippine Coast Guard
9. Philippine National Police Maritine Group 
(PNP-MG)
10. Philippine Ports  Authority (PPA)
11. Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewage 
System (MWSS)
12. Metropolitan Manila Development Authority 
(MMDA)
13. Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA)

SC MANDAMUS ON MANILA BAY

On December 18, 2016, the Supreme Court 
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171947-48) directing 13 government agencies to 
clean up, rehabilitate, and preserve the Manila 
Bay, and restore and maintain its water  to SB 
level to make them fit for swimming, skin diving, 
and other forms of contact recreation.

The Mandamus orders the dismantling 
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waterways (Pasig-Marikina-San Juan Rivers; NCR 
[Parañaque-Zapote, Las Piñas] Rivers; Navotas-
Malabon-Tullahan-Tinajeros and connecting 
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in Bulacan, Bataan, Cavite and Laguna de Bay 
and other rivers connecting waterways and 
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Bay.

OTHER FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT MANILA BAY
● Only 15% (2.4M/16.3M) of the water-

served population in the NCR are connected 
to a sewerage system and about 3.84% 
(187,000/4,863,938) of water served 
population outside the NCR are provided 
with sanitation services;

● Almost 233,000 informal settler families 
(ISFs) are residing along the waterways of 
the Manila Bay area, directly discharging 
their wastes to the water;

● Only about 76% (135/178) of LGUs have 
approved 10-Year Solid Waste Management 
Plans.
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Concept of Operation
□ Create 4 Technical Working Groups/Committees (along 4 Key 
Result Areas):

● Cleanup/ Water Quality Improvement
● Rehabilitation and Resettlement
● Sustainment and Enforcement
● Communication (and Mobilization)

□ Organize 3 Task Groups:
▪ Task Group NCR
▪ Task Group Region III
▪ Task Group Region IVA

□ Task Unit: Per River & Tributaries or Territorial Areas  
to be covered (ex. Task Unit-Pasig River; Task Unit-Manila;  
as appropriate)
□ Functional Task Units 

ELEVEN (11) RIVER OUTFALL DRAINING TO MANILA BAY
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VIOLATION, EX-PARTE ORDER AND CEASE AND DESIST 
ORDER
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1. Star Parks Inc. (Star City)

C. For Issuance of NOTICE OF VIOLATION (water pollution 
case)
1. SM Investment Corporation - SM Corporate Offices
2. Aliw Inn - Pasay
3. SM Prime Holdings, Inc. - SM Mall of Asia
4. SM Development Corporation - Sea Residences
5. Lola Taba Lolo Pato sa Seaside Commercial Spaces
6. SM Prime Holdings Inc. - SM Ferry Terminal

On January 27, 2019, DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu officially declared the start 
of the Manila Bay Rehabilitation at the Baywalk in Manila. On hand to witness 
the declaration, and also joined in the earlier event of Solidarity Walk from 

the Quirino Grandstand to the staging area (Baywalk), were about 5,000 individuals, 
mostly representing the 13 mandamus agencies, local government units and 
private sector.

Calling it the “Battle for Manila Bay,” Cimatu, a former Armed Forces chief, said: 
“This is one battle that will be won not with force or arms, but with the firm resolve 
to bring Manila Bay back to life. With the commitment and determination of every 
Filipino to do his share in the rehabilitation effort, we have already won the Battle 
for Manila Bay.”

Manila Bay Rehabilitation has three phases, 1.) Cleanup/ Water Quality 
Improvement; 2.) Rehabilitation and Resettlement; and 3.) Education and 
Sustainment.
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S P E A K  Y O U R  M I N DS P E A K  Y O U R  M I N D

We w il l  deal with it right from the 
source, from the illegal water 

discharge of abusive establishments down 
to the waterways, creeks, and rivers that 

lead to Manila Bay. We cannot afford to 
prolong this clean up activity because it 

has been long neglected. What we failed 
to clean up in the past should be dealt 
with accordingly today and that we will 

sustain in the future.

“

”—DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu

””
Today we are here to clean up and 

rehabilitate Manila Bay and restore it to its 
former glory as a historic water landmark. 

Together we will make Manila Bay a 
revered and inclusive tourist destination 
once again. A spot where you can view 

the best, most breathtaking sunset, while 
relaxing on a clean sea breeze.”

“

Ako ay naniniwala na walang dahilan 
upang hindi tayo magtagumpay 

na malinis ang Manila Bay. Nandito 
na tayo nagsasama-sama, hindi 

lang ang mga ahensya kundi pati 
mga volunteers na kusang-loob na 

tumulong to make a difference.
Kaya tugon sa hamon na ito, dapat 

tayong sama-sama, kapit-bisig, 
hawak-kamay, tulong-tulong at 

sama-sama nating harapin at isulong 
ang ating misyon. Ang hamon ng 
paglinis ang ibalik ang kalinisan, 

kaayusan at kagandahan ng ating 
mahal na Manila Bay.

”

—MMDA Chairman Danilo Lim

“

Manila Bay is one of the greatest 
Philippine treasures. It serves not 

only as a gateway of socioeconomic 
development of our country, but also 
plays an important part in shaping 

our nation’s history.

“

”—DILG Secretary Eduardo Año

Panunumpa para sa Kalikasan 

Nanunumpa ako na pangangalagaan ko ang mga 
nilikha ng Panginoong Diyos para sa tao.

Nanunumpa ako na pangangalagaan ko ang aking 
bayan na nagsisilbing kanlungan ng aking kinabukasan.

Nanunumpa ako na pangangalagaan ko ang kalusugan 
ng sangkatauhan sa pamamagitan ng pangangalaga sa 
ating kalikasan.

Nanunumpa ako na pananatilihin kong malinis 
ang aking kapaligiran bilang responsibilidad ko sa 
sambayanan.

Nanunumpa ako na aking hihimukin ang aking 
buong pamilya, kamag-anak, kaibigan, at kapitbahay na 
ipagmalasakit ang kapakanan ng ating kapaligiran.

Nanunumpa ako na aking igagalang at susundin ang 
mga batas na nangangalaga sa ating kalikasan.

Nanunumpa ako na pangangalagaan ko ang mga 
katubigan na nagbibigay-buhay sa kalikasan at 
sangkatauhan.

Nanunumpa ako na simula sa araw na ito ay magiging 
kabahagi ako ng solusyon sa tumitinding problema sa 
polusyon at basura ng aking bayan.

Nanunumpa ako na gagalangin ko at ipaglalaban ang 
aking Inang Kalikasan.

Nanunumpa ako na ipaglalaban ko ang karapatang 
mabuhay ang susunod na henerasyon sa isang malinis at 
maunlad na bayan.

....Gabayan sana tayo ng Diyos, God save Manila Bay.
—Manila Science HS, Environmental Champion 

Angel Delfi n

Let’s all unite for this Manila Bay clean up at 
mabuhay ang Pilipinas.”“

—PNP Chief Oscar Albayalde— 

Desidido kaming linisin ang Manila Bay.
With the political will of our president, 

I am confident that we will succeed 
in this endeavor.

—DPWH Secretary Mark Villar—
”

“

““““ ”
Kung mapapaganda lang natin ang Manila Bay muli, lalo 

pang uunlad ang ating lugar. 
—National Security Adviser Gen. Hermogenes C. Esperon— 

—DOT Secretary Bernadette Romulo Puyat—

SAVE MANILA BAY!
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Remembered in history as the place 
where the last stand was made by 
Filipino and American soldiers 
who fought the Japanese Imperial 
forces during the Second World 

War, Bataan has courageously risen from that 
fall. Unstoppable in terms of progress and 
development, the province is set to continue to 
move up and sail towards a better future for its 
people.

But for progress to take place, it requires 
the cooperation of every citizen. The strength 
of a community is dependent on the unity of 
its members. That is why, in order to promote 
progress, the Provincial Government of Bataan 
developed the concept of 1Bataan. Through 
1Bataan, the government, private sector, 
religion, academe, workers, fishermen, farmers 
can unite in pushing the development of the 
province forward. 

“That is the call for everyone to unite, 
to work together, to create a better province 
for everyone. That is 1Bataan,” says the 
province’s hardworking governor Albert 
Garcia.

PROMOTING QUALITY LIFE
In the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) 
data, Bataan has the lowest poverty incidence 
in the country at 1.6%. This was not achieved 
at a snap of a finger, but through hard work, 
calculated decisions and proper planning. 

The key to decreasing poverty, according 
to Governor Garcia, is economic growth and 
economic growth is fueled by investment. But 

BATAAN, 
STANDING
TALL AND PROUD

BY AVI CANALE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROMEO PERALTA, JR.

Governor Albert Garcia tells us how 
he is leading the historic province of 
Bataan towards unity and progress

Bataan Gov. Abet Garcia with the veterans.

Bataan Gov. Abet Garcia during the Police Service Anniversary
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commercial establishments, banks, cinema, 
Business Processing Outsourcing offices, a 
hotel and condominium building.

The establishment and operation of the 
Agriculture Innovation and Technology 
Center (AITC) is another PPP worth noting. 
Commencing soon is a partnership with an 
Israeli company on precision farming. This will 
help farmers manage their land properly and 
increase crop production.

DRIVERS OF GROWTH
The first economic zone in Philippines was 
opened in Mariveles, Bataan in the early 1970s 
(Bataan Export Processing Zone or BEPZ), 
designed to contribute to the economic growth 
of the country. But due to numerous factors, 
development in the area idled and declined 
rapidly over the years. The once ecozone 
looked like a “ghost town,” until efforts were 
made to revive and redevelop the place and 
convert it into a productive freeport zone.

Bataan is host to two freeports and several 
economic zones, which are the drivers of 
growth for the province besides the typical 
industries of fishing, farming, and small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). These 
zones provide generous fiscal and non-fiscal 
incentives, inviting numerous manufacturing, 
light, medium and heavy industries, and in turn, 
produce jobs all-around the 
Bataan Peninsula. 

“We have Subic, which is 
a freeport, 70% of which is 
Bataan. We have the fastest 
growing freeport in the country 
which is FAB (Freeport Area 
of Bataan). And within, we 
have the Hermosa Economic 
Zone, Morong Economic 
Zone, TEZ Flagship Project of 
Mt. Samat, PNOC Industrial 
Park, Government Arsenal 
which we’re converting into 
a defense economic zone, the 
IT parks and the commercial 
establishments in Balanga 
and Abucay, plus the tourism 
belt in Morong, Bagac, and 
Bagac-Mariveles,” says Governor Garcia of the 
industries that bring growth and generate jobs 
for the Bataeños.

The new Bataan Provincial Capitol compound is the 
provincial government’s “Bunker” building, designed to 
pay tribute to the WWII heroes of Bataan.
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to attract investments, one should create an 
environment that is conducive to do business. 
Bataan strived to achieve this and in 2018, the 
province bagged the Most Business-Friendly 
LGU award given by Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (PCCI).

“If you want to grow your economy, 
you have to be business-friendly. Create an 
environment that is conducive for business to 
invest, domestic or foreign,” says Governor 
Garcia. The provincial government worked 
hard to improve the peace and order situation, 
provide better educational institutions and 

health service, infrastructure, and promote ease 
of doing business. In turn, this has resulted to 
more investments and businesses coming in to 
Bataan and producing more jobs for the people.

For Governor Garcia, one of the best things 
a public servant could do is give people an 
opportunity to have a livelihood. With a stable 
source of income, they are able to support their 
families, become less dependent on government 
assistance and they can live better lives, thus, 
eliminating a big percentage of the poverty 
problem. 

With the many opportunities opening in 
Bataan, the province has also experienced 
families migrating back to Bataan, not only 
from Manila but also from abroad. “We see 
people coming back and getting employment 
here in Bataan. They prefer to stay here instead 
of working as an OFW.”

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP 
To accelerate investment and economic 
growth, the government of Bataan created a 
Public-Private Partnership Investment (PPPI) 
center. PPPI is a contract agreement between 
the government and a private firm aimed 
at financing, designing, implementing and 
operating infrastructure facilities and services 
traditionally provided by the public sector.

“We’re the only LGU that has a PPPI center. 
We created a PPPI center to facilitate the PPPI 
mode of doing projects, so that there will 
be more investment and we can advance the 
services to the people,” says Governor Garcia.

In April this year, the provincial government 
offices of Bataan will be transferring to the 
newly-constructed Provincial Capitol building, 
The Bunker, designed and dubbed as such 
by its architect because of the World War II 
significance of the province. Built under the 
PPP scheme by Malaysian firm AlloyMTD,

The Bunker is not just a beautiful building, 
it’s functional as well. It will house a One-Stop
Citizen Service Center under one roof and
one system.

“Imagine experiencing ease of doing 
business, in transacting to get your passport 
or NBI clearance or business permit. All in 
one location, all in one system,” the governor 
excitedly says. And with the technology now, 
it wouldn’t be hard to achieve.  “It’s a very big 
challenge, but if we succeed, it’s going to be 
the first in the country.” And it will drive more 
business in Bataan and create even more jobs 
for the people. The area around The Bunker is 
being offered for further development to build 

In 2018, the province bagged the Most Business-Friendly Province LGU 
award given by Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI).

Bataan has the lowest poverty 
incidence in the country at 1.6%. 
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We created a PPPI center to facilitate the PPPI 
mode of doing projects, so that there will 
be more investment and we can advance the 
services to the people,” says Governor Garcia.

In April this year, the provincial government 
offices of Bataan will be transferring to the 
newly-constructed Provincial Capitol building, 
The Bunker, designed and dubbed as such 
by its architect because of the World War II 
significance of the province. Built under the 
PPP scheme by Malaysian firm AlloyMTD,

The Bunker is not just a beautiful building, 
it’s functional as well. It will house a One-Stop
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“Imagine experiencing ease of doing 
business, in transacting to get your passport 
or NBI clearance or business permit. All in 
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challenge, but if we succeed, it’s going to be 
the first in the country.” And it will drive more 
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In 2018, the province bagged the Most Business-Friendly Province LGU 
award given by Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI).

Bataan has the lowest poverty 
incidence in the country at 1.6%. 
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the Department of Public Works and Highway 
(DPWH) is conducting a feasibility study for 
the proposed Manila Bay Bridge. If the plan 
pushes through, it would be the longest bridge 
in the Philippines and one of the most iconic 
projects in the country.

 
SPEARHEADING DEVELOPMENT
Tirelessly leading these developments is 
Garcia, the current governor of Bataan. He 
said that being a public servant is a difficult 
job—very challenging and overwhelming—
but also fulfilling, especially when you see the 
programs you implement work and 
impact the lives of people and the 
province in a positive way. 

Because every day he receives a 
number of requests and is presented 
with different kinds of problems, 
the governor always tries to look 
for a win-win solution. It has been 
his guiding principle as a public 
servant, and of course, to treat 
everyone with respect and dignity.

“Treat everyone right—whether 
they are high government officials 
or big businessmen, whether they’re 
simple families or marginalized 
workers—because that’s the right 
thing to do,” says the governor,

A typical day for Governor 
Garcia is filled with meetings 
in and out of the Capitol, late lunches, and 
attending social functions, with Monday as the 
busiest day. With his busy schedule, does he 
have time to relax and de-stress?

“It doesn’t take much for me to de-stress,” 
he says. Typically, he would just watch a 
movie, eat, go out, be with family and friends 
or exercise a bit.

MOTIVATING GOOD PERFORMANCE
Following the principle in management that 
‘If it can’t be measured, it can’t be managed. 
If it can’t be managed, it can’t be improved,’ 
the Provincial Government of Bataan 
developed a system to measure performance 
by the different departments: through project 
monitoring system, wherein all strategic 
initiatives per department are listed and 
monitored until the project is accomplished. 
Once completed, everyone in the department is 
entitled to a performance bonus.

Currently, only the Provincial Government 
has access to the monitoring site. But plans to 

make it available online is under way, starting 
with the police monitoring data. Data for the 
other departments will follow in the coming 
years as they improve and fine-tune the 
system.

“It’s so hard to measure the performance. 
That’s what we’re trying to do, so we 
can incentivize good performance,” says 
Governor Garcia. And by doing so, the spirit 
of meritocracy can prevail. You get the best 
people because you reward good performance. 
You get the job done.” 

Shrine of Valor, Mt. Samat, Pilar
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“We’re nurturing 
that. We’re improving 
the infrastructure, roads, 
telecommunications,” 
the governor adds. 
“We’re improving the 
law so that we can be 
more competitive in 
giving fiscal and non-
fiscal incentives. We’re 
improving peace and 
order so that we’re going 
to be conducive for more 
investments. And we’re 
improving skills, and 
education, so that once 
the students graduate and 
become professionals, 
they can have a good 
future, notnot in Metro 
Manila, not abroad, but even here in Bataan.”

OPENING ROUTES TO PROGRESS
To give people another option to access the 
province from Metro Manila, Bataan opened 
the 1Bataan Integrated Transport System, 
cutting the four-hour land travel via public 
transportation to less than an hour (roughly 
50 minutes). The integrated transport system 
includes ferry transfer from Esplanade Ferry 
Terminal in Pasay City (near Mall of Asia) to 
Capinpin Port in Orion and vice versa, plus a 
shuttle service from Orion to different points in 
Bataan. The ferry service, which saves a lot of 
travel time, is especially useful to people who 

need to access the NAIA terminals like OFWs, 
balikbayans, airport and airline workers, 
businessmen, office workers, students, and 
tourists going to and coming from Bataan.

The provincial government, through a 
Memorandum of Understanding, has also 
forged partnership with a Chinese automobile 
company, BYD, to implement a comprehensive 
Monorail Transit System, aimed to decongest 
local traffic especially in the highly urbanized 
Balanga City and Mariveles.  

To encourage progress and help other 
provinces in Luzon, Bataan has proposed to 
build a 20-km bridge along Manila Bay that 
would connect Bataan and Cavite, therefore 
connecting North and South Luzon. Currently, 
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“What’s in a name?” Those 
are the immortal words 
of William Shakespeare, 
denoting that a name 

does not matter as much as the quality it 
possesses. In the political landscape of the 
Philippines, more often than not, it is the name 
of the politician that gets the votes. Why? 
In advertising and marketing, there is a term 
for this phenomenon, used especially during 
elections—name recall. 

But for Mayor Arman Dimaguila, actions 
speak louder. While his family in Biñan may 
be small, his passion for the city is much 
bigger. And even though Dimaguila is not yet a 
household name, there is no doubt that Mayor 
Arman is making a name for himself through 
his transformation of Biñan.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
Arman was born in October 1971 and is 
sixth of ten children that resided in Barangay 
Malaban. His parents, Walfredo Dimaguila Sr. 
and Feliciana Reyes, worked as a municipal 
electrician and laundrywoman, respectively. 
Education was not an easy thing to pursue and 
to help with their finances, Arman sold bread 
before heading to school.

Despite his hardships, Arman consistently 
graduated with medals and awards from 
elementary, in Malaban Elementary School, 
to high school, which he completed in St. 
Anthony’s School after transferring from Lake 
Shore Educational Institution. His college 
education was not any easier and to fund his 
tuition, Arman had to work as a security guard 
at night while attending his classes in the 
morning.

Any working student would know the 
struggle of balancing the two, but as if he did 
not already have enough on his plate, Arman 
also became the president of the scholars in the 
Lyceum of the Philippines University and was 
an inter-school debater. With his extraordinary 
resolve, Dimaguila Jr. graduated cum laude.

TURNING POINT
But Arman’s remarkable journey to where he 
is today does not end there. After graduating 
from college, he took up law in Lyceum while 
working at the National Tax Research Center 
under the Department of Finance. As opposed 
to his schedule during college, this time he 
worked during the day and studied at night.

“Pagpasok ko d’on, baliktad naman. Gabi 
ako nag-aaral ng law, araw naman ako nagta-
trabaho. `Yun `yung buong paghihirap ko, 
`yung sakripisyo ko, pero syempre nag-enjoy 
din naman ako once in a while (When I got 
there, it was the opposite. I studied law during 
the night and I worked in the morning. That 
was my struggle, 
my sacrifice but I 
also enjoyed once 
in a while),” he 
said, smiling as he 
recalls his time in 
law school.

As the saying 
goes, you reap 
what you sow. And 
as Arman stood 
in front of the 
Supreme Court, 
located in Padre 
Faura, he watched 
all his struggles 
disappear when 
he saw his name 
on the list of bar 
passers.

“Then I know 
magbabago `yung 
buhay ko because of this. Magbabago ang 
buhay ng pamilya ko because of this. True 
enough, `yun `yung moment sa buhay ko na 
nagbago lahat (Then I knew that my life would 
change because of this. The life of my family 
will change because of this. True enough, that 
was the moment my entire life changed),” 
Arman said.

BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DANIEL SORIANO

GOING 
AGAINST 
THE TIDE
Biñan City Mayor Arman 
Dimaguila on his life, his 
city, and his biggest task yet: 
challenging the status quo
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“Gayahin mo lang, tingnan 
mo baka may mas mura. Ita-tailor 
fit mo siya sa need at set-up ng 
city, (Just copy it, check if there 
are cheaper options. Tailor fit it 
to suit the need and set-up of the 
city),” he said.

Mayor Dimaguila admits that 
he is working on providing the 
basic needs of his people—social 
and health services. But apart 
from that, he is also working 
on a few projects that are very 
close to his heart. His scholarship 
program is among them since he 
was a partial scholar during his 
stay at Lyceum.

Mayor Dimaguila’s wife, 
Lourdes, also influenced him to 
help the Children in Conflict with 
the Law (CICLs) and women who 
experienced abuse. They provide 
financial, psychological, and 
legal assistance. Around 60 to 70 
victims are currently housed in 
the “Bahay Pag-asa” where they 
are taken care of.

“Gayahin mo 
lang, tingnan 
mo baka may 
mas mura. Ita-
tailor fit mo 
siya sa need at 
set-up ng city.”

During Arman’s private practice as a 
lawyer, he represented laborers and women. 
He also became a professor, sharing his 
knowledge in different universities and 
colleges. Even though he enjoyed his dream 
career, life had other plans for Atty. Dimaguila.

TRUE CALLING
In 2001, after much convincing from then-
Mayor Arthur Alonte, Atty. Dimaguila ran and 
became Biñan’s municipal councilor—winning 
the last seat. But he didn’t stay in the last place 
for long and shot straight to the first seat on 
his second term. As councilor, he offered free 
legal services to the people of Biñan from 
notary services to legal advice and sometimes 
even represented them in court. He also 
created a scholarship program that jumpstarted 

the creation of Polytechnic University of the 
Philippines Biñan. 

So, when 2010 arrived and Atty. Dimaguila 
ran for vice mayor, it came as no surprise to 
anyone that he won. During his stint as vice 
mayor, he continued to focus on improving 
the legislation and pushing for programs and 
ordinances that will improve the city and cater 
to the needs of the citizens of Biñan.

“Pinag-aralan ko `yung pondo ng city, kaya 
naman, eh. Kayang tumulong sa mga tao, eh. (I 
studied the city funds and it’s doable. We can 
help the people),” Atty. Dimaguila said.

Atty. Dimaguila’s meteoric rise did not 
stop there and in 2016, he finally became the 
16th mayor of Biñan as a municipality. As a 
city, he became its 2nd mayor, succeeding now 
Congresswoman Marlyn “Len” Alonte-Naguiat.

FIRST 100
The first 100 days is always crucial for a public 
servant. Not only does it set the expectation of 
the citizens, but it also says a lot about how the 
remainder of his or her term is going to be. 

In those first few months, Mayor Dimaguila 
surely set the bar high. One of the first 
things he accomplished was setting up a new 
command center right in front of the new city 
hall so that he could see every part of the city. 
With the streets equipped with CCTV cameras, 
authorities could see what is going on and 
respond immediately when needed.

Mayor Dimaguila also identified the twelve 
main entry and exit points of the city and 
installed each one with 12 strategic locations 
around the city. Each is fully equipped with 
radio communication, CCTV monitors, Wi-Fi, 
and personnel—police officers and volunteer 
marshals who are trained to respond to any 
situation.

The city hospital was also upgraded 
with new equipment, financial assistance 
was provided to scholars, and grieving 
underprivileged citizens were given free 
caskets. The city also has a three-hectare 
organic farm where they grow herbs and leafy 
vegetables.

Another point of pride for Mayor Dimaguila 
is the city’s recycling facility where they 
convert trash into bricks and hollow blocks 
which are donated to schools. Without 
hesitation, he admits that the idea came from 
his visit to Hong Kong and that one of his 
habits is to bring a notebook with him in his 
travels to gather ideas that he could implement 
in Biñan.
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history is your contribution to the country. 
From the very start, plant that into children’s 
minds so they would develop their love for 
their city…They would be proud to be from 
Biñan),” he said.

Mayor Dimaguila also considers heritage 
as his administration’s anchor, something that 
keeps the city’s progress in check. He stresses 
the importance of keeping the city’s identity, 
while still aiming for commercial growth.

“Mayaman ang history ng Biñan and ito 
ang gusto kong maging legacy ko. Hindi 
`yung legacy na ‘Uy, no’ng panahon ni Mayor 
Arman…’ Hindi gano’n. Mawawala naman 

ako, (Biñan has a rich history and I want this to 
be my legacy. Not legacy like ‘During Mayor 
Arman’s time…’ Not like that. I’ll be gone 
[someday]),” he added.

CHANGING THE STATUS QUO
With the expectations of the people set 
unbelievably high, it’s nearly impossible to 
believe that Mayor Dimaguila has a whole 
lot more up his sleeve. But the impossible is 
exactly what he aims to achieve.

“’Sa Lungsod ng Biñan, mamamayan ay 
maaasahan’,” Mayor Dimaguila proudly says 
the tagline of their city when asked about his 
philosophy as a public servant. 

More than new buildings, upgrading 
technology, and preserving history, the mayor 
has a less tangible (but definitely visible) goal 
in mind—instilling discipline. 

Not to say that Filipinos are natural rule-
breakers, but anyone who has spent their entire 
life in the country would know that we have 
a tendency to do what is more convenient 
rather than what is proper. Something the 
mayor himself observed, noting that people 
wrongfully occupy sidewalks and take out their 
trash at the improper time.

With the local government of Biñan working 
hard to provide the people’s needs and more, 
it seems only fitting that the mayor wants the 
people to do their part in improving the city.

“I have seen the city na kung ang mga tao 
lang ay magiging disciplined enough, mas 
magiging maganda ang lungsod…So that’s 
why it’s your turn now para maasahan ng 
gobyerno, (I have seen the city that, if people 
are disciplined enough, the city will be much 
better…So that’s why it’s your turn now to be 
counted upon by the government),” he said.

Dimaguila laments how difficult it is to 
discipline people who don’t want to change, but 
he says that the people are slowly starting to 
change for the better.

“Now it’s different…Babaguhin mo `yung 
mindset na gano’n. Dapat kahit walang 
nagbabantay, hindi ko `to gagawin kasi mali. 
Dahil city ko `to, aalagaan ko `to. ‘Cause Biñan 
is my city and I’ll be responsible for our city, 
for this city, (Now it’s different…You have 
to change that mindset. Even though no one 
is watching, I won’t do it because it’s wrong. 
Because this is my city, I’ll take care of it. 
Because Biñan is my city and I’ll be responsible 
for our city, for this city),” Mayor Dimaguila 
said.

“I have seen the 
city na kung ang 
mga tao lang 
ay magiging 
disciplined enough, 
mas magiging 
maganda ang 
lungsod... So 
that’s why it’s your 
turn now para 
maasahan ng 
gobyerno.” 

LEAVING A LEGACY
Another major challenge for Mayor Dimaguila 
is preserving the history of Biñan.

“Meron kaming line sa song about the city. 
‘Dito’y buhay ang nakaraan, sumasalubong 
sa magandang bukas’, (We have a line in the 
song about our city. ‘Here, our past is alive as 
we welcome our bright future’),” the mayor 
said.

In the center of the city, people could see 
the ruins of a 200-year-old Spanish Era house. 
It is none other than the Alberto Mansion, 
once home to Teodora Alonso, mother of 
our national hero Jose Rizal. Through the 

years, the unoccupied house has been left 
to the mercy of the elements until the local 
government decided to expropriate the 
property for restoration.

The city’s history is undoubtedly important 
to Mayor Dimaguila. For him, preserving the 
heritage gives the people a sense of pride and 
ownership which cultivates the idea of taking 
care of the city.

“`Yung history mo, `yun ang contribution 
mo sa bansa. Sa simula pa lang, itanim mo 
`yun sa mga bata and they would develop their 
love for their city…At dahil doon, magiging 
proud sila na maging taga-Biñan, (Your 
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history is your contribution to the country. 
From the very start, plant that into children’s 
minds so they would develop their love for 
their city…They would be proud to be from 
Biñan),” he said.

Mayor Dimaguila also considers heritage 
as his administration’s anchor, something that 
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With the expectations of the people set 
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believe that Mayor Dimaguila has a whole 
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“’Sa Lungsod ng Biñan, mamamayan ay 
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the tagline of their city when asked about his 
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has a less tangible (but definitely visible) goal 
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life in the country would know that we have 
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lang ay magiging disciplined enough, mas 
magiging maganda ang lungsod…So that’s 
why it’s your turn now para maasahan ng 
gobyerno, (I have seen the city that, if people 
are disciplined enough, the city will be much 
better…So that’s why it’s your turn now to be 
counted upon by the government),” he said.

Dimaguila laments how difficult it is to 
discipline people who don’t want to change, but 
he says that the people are slowly starting to 
change for the better.

“Now it’s different…Babaguhin mo `yung 
mindset na gano’n. Dapat kahit walang 
nagbabantay, hindi ko `to gagawin kasi mali. 
Dahil city ko `to, aalagaan ko `to. ‘Cause Biñan 
is my city and I’ll be responsible for our city, 
for this city, (Now it’s different…You have 
to change that mindset. Even though no one 
is watching, I won’t do it because it’s wrong. 
Because this is my city, I’ll take care of it. 
Because Biñan is my city and I’ll be responsible 
for our city, for this city),” Mayor Dimaguila 
said.

“I have seen the 
city na kung ang 
mga tao lang 
ay magiging 
disciplined enough, 
mas magiging 
maganda ang 
lungsod... So 
that’s why it’s your 
turn now para 
maasahan ng 
gobyerno.” 
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LEAVING A LEGACY
Another major challenge for Mayor Dimaguila 
is preserving the history of Biñan.

“Meron kaming line sa song about the city. 
‘Dito’y buhay ang nakaraan, sumasalubong 
sa magandang bukas’, (We have a line in the 
song about our city. ‘Here, our past is alive as 
we welcome our bright future’),” the mayor 
said.

In the center of the city, people could see 
the ruins of a 200-year-old Spanish Era house. 
It is none other than the Alberto Mansion, 
once home to Teodora Alonso, mother of 
our national hero Jose Rizal. Through the 

years, the unoccupied house has been left 
to the mercy of the elements until the local 
government decided to expropriate the 
property for restoration.

The city’s history is undoubtedly important 
to Mayor Dimaguila. For him, preserving the 
heritage gives the people a sense of pride and 
ownership which cultivates the idea of taking 
care of the city.

“`Yung history mo, `yun ang contribution 
mo sa bansa. Sa simula pa lang, itanim mo 
`yun sa mga bata and they would develop their 
love for their city…At dahil doon, magiging 
proud sila na maging taga-Biñan, (Your 
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their names to be mentioned. That’s temporary. 
When you leave, [your name is] gone),” he 
said.

What is in a name? For many, their name 
is more than just an identifier but rather is 
something that defines them completely. But 
as with most things, a name could be lost in 
time. Legacies, however, can be felt across 
centuries when done right. A century later and 
who knows what are the possible consequences 
of Mayor Dimaguila’s time as Biñan’s mayor? 
But hopefully by then, much like the mayor’s 
life, the city has transformed from its humble 
beginnings to a place that challenges the 
expected. 

“`Yung ibang mamumuno 
ang gusto lang, when a 
city is mentioned, ang 
gusto nila pangalan nila 
ang mame-mention. That’s 
temporary, pag-alis mo, eh 
di wala na `yun.”

Outside the window of the Old Municipal 
Hall, one could see the people on the streets 
of Plaza Rizal and easily get the sense that the 
winds of Biñan are changing for the better. 
Mayor Dimaguila refuses to describe the city 
as entirely his, but rather a city that is for the 
people and is definitely made by the people. 

“This is your city. This is our city. Wala 
namang magmamahal ng lungsod natin 
kundi tayo din. Rest assured that you have a 
government that is working for you. You have 
a government that is listening at appreciative 
of what the people are doing, (This is your 
city. This is our city. No one else will love our 
city other than us. Rest assured that you have a 
government that is working for you. You have a 
government that is listening and appreciative of 
what the people are doing),” he added.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Two and a half years since he was elected Mayor 
and Dimaguila admits that there is much more to 
be done. 

“Marami pang dapat gawin at ang pagi-
instill ng discipline sa mga tao would take time. 
And that is the challenge, (There is so much 
to be done and instilling discipline would take 
time. And that is the challenge),” he confessed.

But despite the challenges laid out in front of 
Mayor Dimaguila and the upcoming elections, 
he reassures the people that his passion for 
serving is unwavering.  

“Marami pa akong gustong gawin, marami 
pa akong nasa isip. Nililimitahan lang ako 

ng panahon, ng ilang taong 
nakapaligid sa`kin. Nililimitahan 
lang ako ng budget, of course…
Pero one way or another, gagawa 
ka ng paraan, (There is still so 
much that I want to do and so 
much that I have in mind. I am 
just limited by time, by some of 
those around me. I’m just limited 
by the budget, of course…But 
one way or another, we can find a 
way),” he said.

Most mayors only have up to 
nine years to improve their city 
and all things considered, it is not 
as long as one thinks when you 
are changing a city for the better. 
Despite the short amount of time, 
Mayor Dimaguila is determined 

to leave his mark.
“Maiksi lang `yung panahon pero tinitiyak 

ko sa inyo, I will try to make a mark every 
year, every month, every week. `Yan `yung 
ginagawa natin dahil sa ating lahat, ako `yung 
unang-una na dapat magsabing ‘This is my 
city. This is our city.’ Dahil with all the powers 
na pinagkatiwala sa`kin, kaya natin `tong 
gamitin [para] mabago ang takbo ng lungsod 
na ito, (Time is short, but I guarantee you that 
I will try to make a mark every year, every 
month, every week. That’s what we do because 
out of us all, I should be the first one to say 
‘This is my city. This is our city’ Because 
with all the powers that have been entrusted 
to me, we can use this to improve this city),” 
Mayor Dimaguila said as a message to his 
constituents. 

Everyone in public service knows that the 
job is never finished. There is so much to be 
done before you enter the scene. And up to 
the moment you are about to leave the office, 
no town, city, or country is left in perfect 
condition. It could be fifty or a hundred years 
down the line, people may have forgotten 
your name, but the city is still unfinished. 
The temporariness of a politician’s tenure 
often eludes many, but Mayor Dimaguila is 
well aware that a public servant only carries a 
fleeting recognition.

“`Yung ibang mamumuno ang gusto lang, 
when a city is mentioned, ang gusto nila 
pangalan nila ang mame-mention. That’s 
temporary, pag-alis mo, eh di wala na `yun. 
(When a city is mentioned, other leaders want 
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their names to be mentioned. That’s temporary. 
When you leave, [your name is] gone),” he 
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is more than just an identifier but rather is 
something that defines them completely. But 
as with most things, a name could be lost in 
time. Legacies, however, can be felt across 
centuries when done right. A century later and 
who knows what are the possible consequences 
of Mayor Dimaguila’s time as Biñan’s mayor? 
But hopefully by then, much like the mayor’s 
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beginnings to a place that challenges the 
expected. 

“`Yung ibang mamumuno 
ang gusto lang, when a 
city is mentioned, ang 
gusto nila pangalan nila 
ang mame-mention. That’s 
temporary, pag-alis mo, eh 
di wala na `yun.”

Outside the window of the Old Municipal 
Hall, one could see the people on the streets 
of Plaza Rizal and easily get the sense that the 
winds of Biñan are changing for the better. 
Mayor Dimaguila refuses to describe the city 
as entirely his, but rather a city that is for the 
people and is definitely made by the people. 

“This is your city. This is our city. Wala 
namang magmamahal ng lungsod natin 
kundi tayo din. Rest assured that you have a 
government that is working for you. You have 
a government that is listening at appreciative 
of what the people are doing, (This is your 
city. This is our city. No one else will love our 
city other than us. Rest assured that you have a 
government that is working for you. You have a 
government that is listening and appreciative of 
what the people are doing),” he added.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Two and a half years since he was elected Mayor 
and Dimaguila admits that there is much more to 
be done. 

“Marami pang dapat gawin at ang pagi-
instill ng discipline sa mga tao would take time. 
And that is the challenge, (There is so much 
to be done and instilling discipline would take 
time. And that is the challenge),” he confessed.

But despite the challenges laid out in front of 
Mayor Dimaguila and the upcoming elections, 
he reassures the people that his passion for 
serving is unwavering.  

“Marami pa akong gustong gawin, marami 
pa akong nasa isip. Nililimitahan lang ako 

ng panahon, ng ilang taong 
nakapaligid sa`kin. Nililimitahan 
lang ako ng budget, of course…
Pero one way or another, gagawa 
ka ng paraan, (There is still so 
much that I want to do and so 
much that I have in mind. I am 
just limited by time, by some of 
those around me. I’m just limited 
by the budget, of course…But 
one way or another, we can find a 
way),” he said.

Most mayors only have up to 
nine years to improve their city 
and all things considered, it is not 
as long as one thinks when you 
are changing a city for the better. 
Despite the short amount of time, 
Mayor Dimaguila is determined 

to leave his mark.
“Maiksi lang `yung panahon pero tinitiyak 

ko sa inyo, I will try to make a mark every 
year, every month, every week. `Yan `yung 
ginagawa natin dahil sa ating lahat, ako `yung 
unang-una na dapat magsabing ‘This is my 
city. This is our city.’ Dahil with all the powers 
na pinagkatiwala sa`kin, kaya natin `tong 
gamitin [para] mabago ang takbo ng lungsod 
na ito, (Time is short, but I guarantee you that 
I will try to make a mark every year, every 
month, every week. That’s what we do because 
out of us all, I should be the first one to say 
‘This is my city. This is our city’ Because 
with all the powers that have been entrusted 
to me, we can use this to improve this city),” 
Mayor Dimaguila said as a message to his 
constituents. 

Everyone in public service knows that the 
job is never finished. There is so much to be 
done before you enter the scene. And up to 
the moment you are about to leave the office, 
no town, city, or country is left in perfect 
condition. It could be fifty or a hundred years 
down the line, people may have forgotten 
your name, but the city is still unfinished. 
The temporariness of a politician’s tenure 
often eludes many, but Mayor Dimaguila is 
well aware that a public servant only carries a 
fleeting recognition.

“`Yung ibang mamumuno ang gusto lang, 
when a city is mentioned, ang gusto nila 
pangalan nila ang mame-mention. That’s 
temporary, pag-alis mo, eh di wala na `yun. 
(When a city is mentioned, other leaders want 
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LGBTQ community. We try to gather them, 
form organizations, and give them a chance to 
participate in our special bodies,” Mayor Dahlia 
said, enumerating the organizations in Carmona—
department heads, NGOs, tricycle drivers, 
women’s group, PWDs, LGBTQ, senior citizens, 
etc.

“A good leader is a good listener and follower,” 
Mayor Dahlia added. “So in policy-making, 
especially the ones with regard to a particular 
group, we consult with them. It can’t just be a one-
man or one-woman rule here.”

On the day of our visit, the people of Carmona 
themselves showed the team how much they 
appreciate the mayor. In the guise of a photo shoot, 
the mayor and our team went to the basketball 
court across the municipal hall. Inside, the tricycle 
drivers had organized a birthday surprise for the 
mayor. Confetti rained down on everyone as they 
held a giant tarpaulin with a birthday greeting, a 
life-sized standee of the mayor, and a cake.

And very much the mother-figure that she is, 
Mayor Dahlia only had one thing to say for the 
smiling tricycle drivers. “Iwasan niyo na ang 
bisyo, (You should avoid your vices from now 
on,)” she said, earning a laugh from the crowd.

But what exemplifies Mayor Dahlia’s influence 
more was what happened afterwards. While the 
mayor was going around, talking to the drivers, 
some of them began sweeping up the confetti from 
the floor. And before we had even left the court, 
the place was spotless. 

Prior to the impromptu celebration, Mayor 
Loyola confessed that she is very hands-on when 
it comes to her leadership. With her, no leaf is 
left unturned. Sometimes, this means literally. 
Her employees even share how the mayor is 
occasionally seen sweeping and taking care of the 
for plants around the municipality.

But more importantly, Mayor Dahlia prides in 
shifting their mindset when it comes to the local 
government.

“I consider it my greatest fulfilment that we 
changed their attitude, from ‘We don’t want to go 
to the government, they can’t help with anything’ 
to ‘Let us go to the municipal hall to seek for 
help because we’re sure that they can help us’,” 
Mayor Dahlia said, emphasizing that people are 
easier to manage when they truly feel that their 
government cares for them.

CARMONA’S ANGELS
And caring for her people is the very essence of 
everything that Mayor Dahlia does.

Beaming with pride, she tells us about 
their award-winning comprehensive program 
for Persons with Disabilities (PWDs). From 
detection and diagnosis to intervention, SPED 
tutorials, skills programs, and entrepreneurial 
opportunities, their program covers everything.

The program, “Your Embrace, My Hope” 
Comprehensive Framework on Education and 
Rehabilitation illustrates that Mayor Dahlia’s 
values inclusivity.

“Your 
constituents 
are members 
of the society. 
When you 
lead, it 
should be 
inclusive 
growth 
where 
nobody is  
left behind.” Did you forget about 

the books? There is 
an urban legend about 
a library that sinks a 
few inches every year 

because the architect forgot to account 
for the weight of the books. One small 
detail was forgotten and eventually, the 
entire building was condemned.

In her own way, Mayor Dahlia 
Loyola knows just how important it is 
to take everything into consideration.

“Your constituents are members of 
the society. When you lead, it should be 
inclusive growth where nobody is left 
behind,” Mayor Dahlia said.

LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE
Even before the interview officially 
started, Mayor Dahlia wasted no time 
in telling us about Carmona and how 
happy their citizens are. According to 
the mayor, the key is in their leadership 
style—participative and inclusive.

“Our leadership style is participative. 
We encourage the people to be a part of 
the decision-making because we believe 
that if they are a part of your program-
drafting and services, they will be more 
than willing to participate in all of your 
activities,” Mayor Dahlia said. 

Mayor Dahlia’s prime example is 
their community’s HIV testing; the 
local government managed to get 
Carmona’s entire LGBTQ community 
tested. Considering the stigma against 
the LGBTQ community and HIV, the 
simple accomplishment is nothing less 
than an astounding feat.

“We empower our people 
from all the sectors, including the 

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND
Carmona’s Mayor Dahlia Loyola on leading 
by example and listening to the people
BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY PAUL DEL ROSARIO
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etc.

“A good leader is a good listener and follower,” 
Mayor Dahlia added. “So in policy-making, 
especially the ones with regard to a particular 
group, we consult with them. It can’t just be a one-
man or one-woman rule here.”
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themselves showed the team how much they 
appreciate the mayor. In the guise of a photo shoot, 
the mayor and our team went to the basketball 
court across the municipal hall. Inside, the tricycle 
drivers had organized a birthday surprise for the 
mayor. Confetti rained down on everyone as they 
held a giant tarpaulin with a birthday greeting, a 
life-sized standee of the mayor, and a cake.

And very much the mother-figure that she is, 
Mayor Dahlia only had one thing to say for the 
smiling tricycle drivers. “Iwasan niyo na ang 
bisyo, (You should avoid your vices from now 
on,)” she said, earning a laugh from the crowd.

But what exemplifies Mayor Dahlia’s influence 
more was what happened afterwards. While the 
mayor was going around, talking to the drivers, 
some of them began sweeping up the confetti from 
the floor. And before we had even left the court, 
the place was spotless. 

Prior to the impromptu celebration, Mayor 
Loyola confessed that she is very hands-on when 
it comes to her leadership. With her, no leaf is 
left unturned. Sometimes, this means literally. 
Her employees even share how the mayor is 
occasionally seen sweeping and taking care of the 
for plants around the municipality.

But more importantly, Mayor Dahlia prides in 
shifting their mindset when it comes to the local 
government.

“I consider it my greatest fulfilment that we 
changed their attitude, from ‘We don’t want to go 
to the government, they can’t help with anything’ 
to ‘Let us go to the municipal hall to seek for 
help because we’re sure that they can help us’,” 
Mayor Dahlia said, emphasizing that people are 
easier to manage when they truly feel that their 
government cares for them.

CARMONA’S ANGELS
And caring for her people is the very essence of 
everything that Mayor Dahlia does.

Beaming with pride, she tells us about 
their award-winning comprehensive program 
for Persons with Disabilities (PWDs). From 
detection and diagnosis to intervention, SPED 
tutorials, skills programs, and entrepreneurial 
opportunities, their program covers everything.

The program, “Your Embrace, My Hope” 
Comprehensive Framework on Education and 
Rehabilitation illustrates that Mayor Dahlia’s 
values inclusivity.

“Your 
constituents 
are members 
of the society. 
When you 
lead, it 
should be 
inclusive 
growth 
where 
nobody is  
left behind.” Did you forget about 

the books? There is 
an urban legend about 
a library that sinks a 
few inches every year 

because the architect forgot to account 
for the weight of the books. One small 
detail was forgotten and eventually, the 
entire building was condemned.

In her own way, Mayor Dahlia 
Loyola knows just how important it is 
to take everything into consideration.

“Your constituents are members of 
the society. When you lead, it should be 
inclusive growth where nobody is left 
behind,” Mayor Dahlia said.

LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE
Even before the interview officially 
started, Mayor Dahlia wasted no time 
in telling us about Carmona and how 
happy their citizens are. According to 
the mayor, the key is in their leadership 
style—participative and inclusive.

“Our leadership style is participative. 
We encourage the people to be a part of 
the decision-making because we believe 
that if they are a part of your program-
drafting and services, they will be more 
than willing to participate in all of your 
activities,” Mayor Dahlia said. 

Mayor Dahlia’s prime example is 
their community’s HIV testing; the 
local government managed to get 
Carmona’s entire LGBTQ community 
tested. Considering the stigma against 
the LGBTQ community and HIV, the 
simple accomplishment is nothing less 
than an astounding feat.

“We empower our people 
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“From him, I learned 
that your ideas can’t always 
prevail. You also have to ask 
for the opinions of others…
Even our toughest rivals 
from past elections, we 
slowly embraced them and 
integrated pieces of their 
advice. We also learned from 
them,” Mayor Dahlia said.

Currently, on her third 
term, Mayor Dahlia shared 
her plans to run for Congress 
while her husband returns 
to being Carmona’s mayor. 
And even after serving 
Carmona for 24 years, she 
said they still have plenty of 
plans for the betterment of 
the municipality and their 
people.

“Sabi ni Roy, as long as you still have the 
energy and the intellect, put your heart into it and 
you will not stop from creating an impact and 
making a difference,” Mayor Dahlia said, noting 
the tirelessness of her husband when it comes to 
thinking of solutions and innovations for Carmona.

After years of serviceand turning Carmona 
from a landfill to a first class municipality, Mayor 
Dahlia considers her greatest achievement to be 
empowering the people.

“When I saw how many I motivated and how 
I taught them to empower themselves and the 
people around them, I felt extremely happy. The 
secret [in leading] is involving the people when 
you formulate plans, programs, and policies. At the 
end of the day, they are very much willing to help,” 
Mayor Dahlia said. 

Mayor Dahlia even mentioned that at her age of 
58 years old, she is hesitant to run. But what keeps 
her going is the fact that others around her are very 
enthusiastic in helping the people, even without the 
perks, salary, and position of a mayor.

“That’s the best part of being a mayor. You are 
able to change lives and make an impact,” Mayor 
Dahlia added.

In her many years of service, Mayor Dahlia 
who is also the president of League of Mayors 
of Cavite, strived to achieve what others fear is 
impossible. She was also named as Outstanding 
Woman Leader of 2018 by the provincial 
Government of Cavite. And if Carmona’s 
many awards are any indication, then she has 
undoubtedly accomplished her goal. How did she 
do it? Simple, she didn’t forget about the books. 

“These children are angels,” Mayor Dahlia 
said. “If we don’t help them what will happen to 
their future?”

The 1992 Magna Carta for Disabled Persons 
states that every PWD should be aided in their 
integration into mainstream society and provided 
with equal opportunities for employment. But 
Mayor Dahlia lamented that even though it 
is mandated, not everyone in the country is 
following it, let alone going above and beyond 
their call of duty for their special citizens.

“Not every local government has the passion 
to do it. They are appropriating funds, but the 
funds are not given to these children for them to 
receive a comprehensive program,” Mayor Dahlia 
added. “But here in our community, I am proud 
to say that each and every PWD in our town is 
happy because they are expecting a good life.”

Even after many years and awards, Mayor 
Dahlia admitted that she is often discouraged to 
talk about their program because of the lack of 
enthusiasm from fellow leaders.

“My only wish is for people to follow our 
program. I’ve declined invitations to talk because 
I get disappointed that my audience are often 
parents of PWDs and organizations when I’d like 
my audience to be local chief executives who are 
willing to allocate and disburse funds for these 
children,” she said.

CHANGING LIVES
After more than a decade of service, not counting 
the years she served behind the scenes alongside 
her husband, being the chief executive of 
Carmona looks like second nature to Mayor 
Dahlia. But a life in politics wasn’t a part of her 
plan.

An alumna of UP Los Baños and University of 
Perpetual Help Biñan, Mayor Dahlia was a doctor 
by profession. But the call to run as municipal 
mayor could not be ignored. Former mayor 
now Congressman Roy Loyola, her husband, 
was about to end his third term and despite her 
hesitance, she ran as his replacement. 

“For 9 years, I was behind the scenes. I 
organized medical missions, and people saw that 
I helped those in need. When Roy wasn’t around, 
I talked to them and they must have recognized 
my potentials,” Mayor Dahlia said.

Mayor Dahlia spoke highly of her husband, 
citing him as her main source of inspiration. 
From watching him lead Carmona from 1995 to 
2004 and from 2007 to 2010, she learned how 
to become a tough leader while at the same time 
valuing each member of the community.
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“When I saw how many I motivated and how 
I taught them to empower themselves and the 
people around them, I felt extremely happy. The 
secret [in leading] is involving the people when 
you formulate plans, programs, and policies. At the 
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It was a few days after Christmas, and while most people were still 
on holiday mode, former Special Assistant to the Presidential (SAP) 
Bong Go was busy with the deliberations for the 2018 Metro Manila 
Film Festival (MMFF), where he served as chairman of the board. The 
awarding was to happen that night, and his team was coordinating with 
us on when we can do the interview and photo shoot that we requested 

way back in August. After our team, Go’s supporters from Bicol were also 
to do a shoot with him. Later, we were told that Go might need to report to 
Malacañang after his MMFF schedule so we held our breaths for the possibility 
that we may have to “pack up” early. We understood the situation, of course. 
Go had just announced his senatorial candidacy, and his schedule had become 
packed with commitments in preparation for his official foray in politics. 

So everyone heaved a sigh of relief when Go was ushered inside the suite. 
He graciously shook hands with the team and apologized for being late. He was 
cordial to everyone—none of the expected aloofness or airs of someone close 
to the most powerful leader in the country. He was a bit shy to be given special 
attention during the photo shoot and opted to wear some of his own clothes. He 
also refused to remove the rubber bands on his wrist, which for some reason, 
gives him a sense of self—we were told that Go uses these to bind documents, 
something he probably needs to confront on a regular basis. 

His generosity in granting selfie requests—which people find endearing and 
relatable about him—might earn him the votes in the upcoming elections, but 
there is definitely more to Go than being the selfie master. In this interview, we 
got to know him more and his reason for running as senator.
 
RIGHT HAND MAN 
Go is the gateway to President Rodrigo Roa Duterte. How he ended up being 
the president’s closest and most trusted aide has a long history that can be 
traced as far back as Go’s grandfather, August Tesoro, whose family founded 
Davao City’s largest printing press. “Actually, PRRD is a family friend of my 
lolo. Ninong niya ang lolo ko (my grandfather was PRRD’s godfather),” he told 
LEAGUE. “Kung gaano kalayo ang age gap namin ni PRRD, ganoon din sila ng 
lolo ko. (My age gap with PRRD is like PRRD’s age gap with my grandfather.) 

GO FOR THE 
GREATER 

GOOD
BY LAKAMBINI BAUTISTA

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DANIEL SORIANO

Former Special 
Assistant to 
the President, 
Bong Go, is all 
systems go in 
his bid for the 
senatorial seat. 
In this exclusive, 
he tells us why 
he’s running 
and what he can 
offer the nation.



                   LEAGUE  j a n u a r y - f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 9    49    

It was a few days after Christmas, and while most people were still 
on holiday mode, former Special Assistant to the Presidential (SAP) 
Bong Go was busy with the deliberations for the 2018 Metro Manila 
Film Festival (MMFF), where he served as chairman of the board. The 
awarding was to happen that night, and his team was coordinating with 
us on when we can do the interview and photo shoot that we requested 

way back in August. After our team, Go’s supporters from Bicol were also 
to do a shoot with him. Later, we were told that Go might need to report to 
Malacañang after his MMFF schedule so we held our breaths for the possibility 
that we may have to “pack up” early. We understood the situation, of course. 
Go had just announced his senatorial candidacy, and his schedule had become 
packed with commitments in preparation for his official foray in politics. 

So everyone heaved a sigh of relief when Go was ushered inside the suite. 
He graciously shook hands with the team and apologized for being late. He was 
cordial to everyone—none of the expected aloofness or airs of someone close 
to the most powerful leader in the country. He was a bit shy to be given special 
attention during the photo shoot and opted to wear some of his own clothes. He 
also refused to remove the rubber bands on his wrist, which for some reason, 
gives him a sense of self—we were told that Go uses these to bind documents, 
something he probably needs to confront on a regular basis. 

His generosity in granting selfie requests—which people find endearing and 
relatable about him—might earn him the votes in the upcoming elections, but 
there is definitely more to Go than being the selfie master. In this interview, we 
got to know him more and his reason for running as senator.
 
RIGHT HAND MAN 
Go is the gateway to President Rodrigo Roa Duterte. How he ended up being 
the president’s closest and most trusted aide has a long history that can be 
traced as far back as Go’s grandfather, August Tesoro, whose family founded 
Davao City’s largest printing press. “Actually, PRRD is a family friend of my 
lolo. Ninong niya ang lolo ko (my grandfather was PRRD’s godfather),” he told 
LEAGUE. “Kung gaano kalayo ang age gap namin ni PRRD, ganoon din sila ng 
lolo ko. (My age gap with PRRD is like PRRD’s age gap with my grandfather.) 

GO FOR THE 
GREATER 

GOOD
BY LAKAMBINI BAUTISTA

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DANIEL SORIANO

Former Special 
Assistant to 
the President, 
Bong Go, is all 
systems go in 
his bid for the 
senatorial seat. 
In this exclusive, 
he tells us why 
he’s running 
and what he can 
offer the nation.



50   LEAGUE  j a n u a r y - f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 9    

say, ‘Ibigay mo na `yan lahat, ibuhos mo 
na. Someday, babalik din yan sa iyo, kahit 
hindi mo hingiin.’ (I’m like that as well. For 
example, when someone asks for help, I would 
give all that’s in my pocket; let tomorrow take 
care of itself. I believe in good karma. Boss is 
like that as well. He would say, ‘Give what you 
have. Someday, it will come back to you, even 
if you don’t ask for it.”) 

THE RELUCTANT POLITICIAN
He may be fascinated by politics, but Go 
admitted that he has no political ambitions. He 
added that the president’s proclamation that 
he will run for senator started out as a joke. 
“Pinatawag ako sa isang Senate hearing, kung 
saan pinagbibintangan ako sa isang bagay 
na wala naman akong kinalaman. (I was 
summoned for questioning at the Senate for 
something I know nothing about),” Go recalled. 
Notorious for his shocking pronouncements, 
PRRD declared in one of his speeches, “Itong si 
Bong pinatawag [sa Senate hearing]… that will 
be your ticket to the Senate!’”

Go did not take the president’s statement 
seriously, until PRRD spoke to him three days 
before the Senate hearing. He remembered 
PRRD reiterating, “‘Kung ano ang maging 
performance mo sa Senate on Monday, that will 
be your ticket to the Senate.’ (Your performance 
at the Senate hearing on Monday will be your 
ticket to becoming a senator). After the Monday 
hearing, he congratulated me, ‘You did a 
sterling performance! Believe me, you will win 
as a senator.’” 

He tried to take his mind off it, and told 
himself that he will wait for a sign. “So before 
I made the decision, I even wrote PRRD a 

letter: ‘Ikaw na lang ang mag-decide for me. 
`Di ko isinali ang pangalan ko.’ Sabi nya, ‘Isali 
mo, tumakbo ka!’ Sumunod lang ako. I left it 
to the wisdom of the president. Kung ano ang 
makakabuti. (Be the one to decide for me. I did 
not include my name [in the list of senatorial 
candidates.] He said, ‘Include your name; I urge 
you to run [for senator].’” Go, as well we know, 
obliged like a dutiful soldier. 

NOT A NEOPHYTE
While Go is considered a newbie in politics, he 
is not bereft of experience. “When it comes to 
knowledge and experience in politics, I eat it 
every day… for breakfast, lunch, and dinner,” 

While Go is considered a 
newbie in politics, he is 
not bereft of experience. 
“When it comes to 
knowledge 
and experience in  
politics I eat it everyday... 
for breakfast, lunch,  
and dinner.”

Mahilig din sa politics ang lolo ko, kaya sila naging 
magbarkada. (My grandfather was fond of politics, 
so they became good friends.) PRRD was then a 
fiscal, and would visit my grandfather’s house. They 
were very close.” 

Their level of closeness was such that when 
Duterte had to elope with the woman who would 
become his wife, Tesoro was their driver. And when 
Duterte married Elizabeth Zimmerman, Tesoro was 
one of the principal sponsors. 

Go, on the other hand, had been interested in 
politics even as a young boy. At age 12, he was 
already familiar with the old political families of 
Davao, “I knew who were running and how long 
they had been in position.” What sparked his interest 
in politics even more was the 1986 EDSA People 
Power Revolution. At that time, their family was 
staying in Manila, shunning the political chaos in 
their hometown. “People were flocking to EDSA. 
Pumunta ako doon para lang makiusyoso (I went 
there out of curiosity),” he recalled. 

Go’s family went back to 
Davao when Duterte took on 
the post as OIC vice mayor, 
and eventually won as mayor 
in the succeeding elections. 
The young Go, meanwhile, 
stayed in Manila to continue 
his education. He eventually 
graduated with a Management 
degree from the De La Salle 
University. 

When Go moved back to 
Davao, he would often bump 
into Duterte in casual events, 
since the latter’s aide, Jimboy 
Halili, was Go’s friend. In an 
unexpected turn of events, 
Halili died in the middle of 
a basketball game. “Parang 
napilayan si Boss, kasi sanay 
siya sa aide niya (He felt 
crippled, in a way, because 
he’s used to having his aide),” 
remembered Go. “When we 
were at the funeral, he asked 
who can assist him with his 
lodging and transportation 
in Manila. I volunteered 
since I knew where it was 
located.” Since then, he 
would do volunteer work 
for Duterte, who was then a 
Congressman—take care of 
his professional and personal 

needs. And that was how their close ties 
started to develop. 

In 2000, he was among the handful of 
supporters, who helped Duterte reclaim his 
mayorship against the incumbent Mayor 
Benjamin de Guzman. “`Yun ang time na 
down siya, ako ang nag-asikaso ng lahat 
(He was at his low point then, I took care of 
everything),” said Go. When Duterte won in 
the 2001 elections, he volunteered to work 
with him, even without salary. 

Go has such high regard for Duterte 
because of what he did for Davao City—
Duterte restored its peace and order. Go also 
admires Duterte’s compassion to help. In a 
way, Go sees himself in his boss. “Ganoon 
din kasi ako, eh. For example, kapag 
mayroong humingi ng tulong, ibibigay ko 
ang nasa bulsa ko, bahala na bukas kung 
may darating na pera. I believe in good 
karma kasi. Ganoon din si Boss. He would 
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for Duterte, who was then a 
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needs. And that was how their close ties 
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In 2000, he was among the handful of 
supporters, who helped Duterte reclaim his 
mayorship against the incumbent Mayor 
Benjamin de Guzman. “`Yun ang time na 
down siya, ako ang nag-asikaso ng lahat 
(He was at his low point then, I took care of 
everything),” said Go. When Duterte won in 
the 2001 elections, he volunteered to work 
with him, even without salary. 

Go has such high regard for Duterte 
because of what he did for Davao City—
Duterte restored its peace and order. Go also 
admires Duterte’s compassion to help. In a 
way, Go sees himself in his boss. “Ganoon 
din kasi ako, eh. For example, kapag 
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better scholarship grants and other incentives, to 
encourage them to continue farming. 5) Establish 
a national Farmers’ and Fishers’ Pension Fund to 
provide financial security to farmers and fishers 
who are too old to work. 6) Include Barangay 
Agriculture subject in the curriculum of elementary 
and secondary school students.

ADDRESSING KEY ISSUES
Like President Duterte, Go puts a premium on 
education. Observing that there are municipalities 
who are dearth of education funds, the senatorial 
candidate proposes the amendment of the Local 
Government Code of 1991 to allow LGUs to 
use their respective Special Education Fund 
for the purchase of uniforms, school supplies, 
and equipment. Also included in his proposed 
measures are increasing the salaries of teachers; 
increasing the budget of the Department of 
Education in the annual General Appropriations 
Act for the provision of free uniforms, school 
supplies and other equipment in public elementary 
and secondary schools nationwide; creating the 
Bureau of Private Schools to help improve quality 
of education provided by private educational 
institutions; strengthening the Alternative Learning 
System (ALS) by increasing the annual budget 
of DepEd for the provision of school supplies, 
equipment and other support to poor ALS students 
and assistance to ALS facilitators; and exploring 
possible solutions to address the low enrollment 
rate in ALS and high drop-rate.

To address the growing demands for quality 
and cheap housing, Go proposed to strengthen the 
National Housing Authority and provide them with 
more budget. His proposed measures include the 
establishment of relocation sites modeled after 
townships—complete with basic facilities, such as 
markets, terminals, health center, day care center 
and even livelihood assistance centers—before 
allowing people to settle in. Current statistics show 
that one in every five people in Metro Manila is an 
informal settler.

In support of the president’s fight against 
criminality, corruption, and illegal drugs, Go 
recommended the establishment of sports 
and youth development centers in every LGU 
nationwide. “Keep the youth away from drugs 
and vices through sports development. Bigyan 
natin sila ng magandang sports facilities at 
programs (Provide them with sports facilities 
and programs),” he said. Furthermore, he also 
wishes to conduct an annual national sports 
caravan to strengthen the national athletes pool, 
widen coverage, and increase the incentives for 

“Keep the youth away from 
drugs and vices through sports 
development. Bigyan natin sila 
ng magandang sports facilities 
at programs.”

he said smilingly. “I was the frontliner when 
PRRD was still a congressman, mayor, vice 
mayor… alam ko ang gulong ng buhay [I 
know the wheel of life].”

The senatorial aspirant took into 
account everything he knew about the 
plight of the Filipino people and the 
problems of the nation, in his 12-point 
legislative agenda which are as follows: 
1) health 2) agriculture / food security 
3) anti-illegal drugs and criminality 4) 
housing 5) education 6) long-term sports 
development 7) anti-corruption drive 8) 
localized peace talks 9) fire protection 
and prevention 10) department of OFWs                                                                                                      
11) barangay welfare / magna carta of 
government officials and 12) senior citizens. 

Foremost in his list of priorities are 
legislative measures to give people access 
to free medical assistance, such as the 
Universal Health Care Bill (UHC), with 
an end goal of attaining zero-billing for 
patients. Complementing the UHC program 
is the establishment of Malasakit Centers 
in every province and big chartered 
cities. Go explained that the Center is 

going to be a one-stop shop where patients 
can get financial assistance for their medical 
bills. “Instead of falling in line at the PSCO 
(Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office), 
PAGCOR (Philippine Amusement and Gaming 
Corporation), DOH (Department of Health), 
DSWD (Department of Social Welfare and 
Development), and PHILHEALTH (Philippine 
Health Insurance Corporation). Nagpalagay na 
kami ng representatives sa hospital. Hindi na 
sila kailangang mamasahe (We have deployed 
representatives to the hospital, so people won’t 
need to commute to seek assistance),” he said. 

 He’d also like to establish more health 
stations (1 station per 5,000 people), rural 
health units (1 RHU per 20,000 people), and 
city health centers in the country, equipped with 
enough supply of basic medicines, personnel and 
equipment. He said the positions of Barangay 
Health Workers (BHWs) should be made 
mandatory and their benefits improved as they 
are our frontliners in the delivery of quality 
primary health care. Providing free medicines 
and better health care for senior citizens is 
included in Go’s list of priority measures.

To address the issue on food security, he 
proposed the following: 1) Establish TienDA 

Malasakit Stores 
in key cities for 
fresh and cheaper 
food commodities. 
2) Provide easy 
access for farmers 
and fisherfolk to 
farm and fishery 
inputs, such as 
machineries, 
fertilizers, seeds, 
irrigation and low-
interest credit, 
etc., to increase 
their productivity. 
3) Provide free 
business and 
skills trainings 
(agri-preneurship) 
to farmers and 
fisherfolk and 
their families to 
further increase 
their income. 
4) Give more 
incentives to 
children of 
farmers, such as 
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better scholarship grants and other incentives, to 
encourage them to continue farming. 5) Establish 
a national Farmers’ and Fishers’ Pension Fund to 
provide financial security to farmers and fishers 
who are too old to work. 6) Include Barangay 
Agriculture subject in the curriculum of elementary 
and secondary school students.

ADDRESSING KEY ISSUES
Like President Duterte, Go puts a premium on 
education. Observing that there are municipalities 
who are dearth of education funds, the senatorial 
candidate proposes the amendment of the Local 
Government Code of 1991 to allow LGUs to 
use their respective Special Education Fund 
for the purchase of uniforms, school supplies, 
and equipment. Also included in his proposed 
measures are increasing the salaries of teachers; 
increasing the budget of the Department of 
Education in the annual General Appropriations 
Act for the provision of free uniforms, school 
supplies and other equipment in public elementary 
and secondary schools nationwide; creating the 
Bureau of Private Schools to help improve quality 
of education provided by private educational 
institutions; strengthening the Alternative Learning 
System (ALS) by increasing the annual budget 
of DepEd for the provision of school supplies, 
equipment and other support to poor ALS students 
and assistance to ALS facilitators; and exploring 
possible solutions to address the low enrollment 
rate in ALS and high drop-rate.

To address the growing demands for quality 
and cheap housing, Go proposed to strengthen the 
National Housing Authority and provide them with 
more budget. His proposed measures include the 
establishment of relocation sites modeled after 
townships—complete with basic facilities, such as 
markets, terminals, health center, day care center 
and even livelihood assistance centers—before 
allowing people to settle in. Current statistics show 
that one in every five people in Metro Manila is an 
informal settler.

In support of the president’s fight against 
criminality, corruption, and illegal drugs, Go 
recommended the establishment of sports 
and youth development centers in every LGU 
nationwide. “Keep the youth away from drugs 
and vices through sports development. Bigyan 
natin sila ng magandang sports facilities at 
programs (Provide them with sports facilities 
and programs),” he said. Furthermore, he also 
wishes to conduct an annual national sports 
caravan to strengthen the national athletes pool, 
widen coverage, and increase the incentives for 

“Keep the youth away from 
drugs and vices through sports 
development. Bigyan natin sila 
ng magandang sports facilities 
at programs.”
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sports competition not presently covered by 
law. In addition to free sports trainings and 
equipment, young people could also be offered 
free mentorship on entrepreneurship and other 
courses. 

Go pointed out that there is a need to 
amend the Juvenile Justice Law, so that minors 
will not be used by criminal syndicates, 
especially as drug couriers. “I will support 
the president’s drive against criminality, 
drugs, and corruption. Galit talaga kami ni 
Presidente dyan. Susuportahan ko ang pangulo 
sa tatlong `yan (We are vehemently against 
those three. I will definitely 
support the president’s 
on this,” he said. Among 
his proposed measures 
is the establishment 
of more rehabilitation 
and reformation centers 
nationwide; strengthening 
Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency 
(PDEA) with bigger budget 
for wider operations, better 
equipment and personnel 
safety trainings; and 
studying the need to impose 
death penalty, particularly 
on heinous crimes 
involving illegal drugs.

To strengthen the 
president’s anti-corruption 
drive, Go proposed to study the imposition 
of higher penalties for all corruption-related 
crimes; study how to further improve the 
government procurement law to make the 
government more responsive and efficient, 
avoiding wastage in the use of public funds; 
and provide venues for citizen participation so 
that the private sector can be part of the anti-
corruption drive. He also proposed to provide 
more incentives to those who report observed 
corrupt activities. 

Go supports all mechanisms for LGUs to 
pursue localized peace talks in conflict areas, 
pursuant to the Executive Order issued by the 
President creating the National Task Force 
to End Local Communist Armed Conflict 
and institutionalizing the “Whole-of-Nation 
Approach” as government policy in attaining 
inclusive and sustainable peace. It is also 
Go’s plan to improve all assistance given 
by the government for rebel returnees, such 
as bigger livelihood cash assistances with 

necessary training, housing, farming lots, easier 
livelihood credit access, medical care and 
education support for their children, among 
others.

GOING TO THE GRASSROOTS 
The senatorial candidate is pushing for the 
enactment of the Magna Carta for barangay 
officials that will provide them additional 
benefits and social protection, among others. 
“Nararapat lamang na magkaroon sila ng 
enough benefits kasi sila ang frontliner 
sa barangay. Sila ang nagi-implement ng 
programs. Sa ngayon, kulang ang benefits ng 
ating mga barangay officials, including SKs 
(They are the frontliners in the barangay level, 
so it is but proper that they receive additional 
benefits. They are the ones implementing the 
programs. At the moment, the benefits received 
by our barangay officials, including SKs, are 
not enough),” Go pointed out. He also proposed 
to study the possibility of extending their term 
of office of barangay officials to four years.

“I will support 
the President’s 
drive againts 
criminality, 
drugs, and 
corruption.” 
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Go pointed out that there is a need to 
simplify the criteria to be qualified as an 
indigent senior citizen, by simply defining 
them as “those without permanent sources of 
income or other assistance,” and removing the 
“frail, sickly or with disability” requirement. 
This will allow more senior citizens to be 
covered by the Social Pension Fund.

According to Go, many OFWs and their 
loved ones are seeking assistance from 
their office. Hence, he sees the need to 
create a separate Department for OFWs for 
better coordination among related agencies, 
shorter reaction time for OFWs in distress, 
and improved services in handling all 
OFW concerns, including re-integration 
programs for those who wish to go back to 
the Philippines. 
“Maraming nahingi 
ng tulong—inaabuso 
sa abroad, gustong 
umuwi, o kaya ’yung 
pamilya nandoon. 
Mahalagang 
mabigyan sila ng 
proteksyon. (Many 
OFWs and their 
families are in need 
of assistance—we 
have OFWs who are 
abused abroad, who 
want to go home, or 
who want to meet 
their families. It is 
important that we 
give them protection.) 
Right now, they 
don’t know where to ask for help—OWWA 
(Overseas Workers Welfare Administration), 
POEA (Philippine Overseas Employment 
Administration), DOLE (Department of 
Labor and Employment), DFA (Department 
of Foreign Affairs), the Embassies. Kung 
may Department of OFW, isang department 
lang ang lalapitan nila to coordinate with the 
embassies, kung gustong umuwi, magpadala 
ng pera, get tickets, get legal advice, etc. (If 
there is a Department of OFW, there will only 
be one department that people will need to 
coordinate with the embassies, if they want 
to go home, send money, get tickets, get legal 
advice, etc.),” he said.  

Being aware of the major issues and 
problems confronting the nation and knowing 
what can be done, Go seems well equipped 

to perform the duties of a legislator, guided 
by PRRD’s mandate “to serve the Filipino 
people first.” For a long time, Bong Go assisted 
the president in performing his duties for the 
country. This time, Go has an opportunity to 
do this on a bigger scale. Now it is up to the 
Filipino people to make this opportunity a 
reality. 

“I believe in good karma kasi. 
Ganoon din si Boss. He would say, 
Ibigay mo na ‘yan lahat, ibuhos mo 
na. Someday, babalik din ‘yan sa 
iyo, kahit hindi mo hinihingi.”

Other benefits that may also be granted to 
barangay officials, including Sangguniang 
Kabataan (SK) officials, are the following: 
1) Creation of mandatory positions for 
the Barangay Health Workers and grant of 
better benefits for them. 2) Improve the 
benefits given to barangay officials (Punong 
Barangay, barangay kagawads, barangay 
secretary, barangay treasurer and SK chair). 
Presently, they only receive honoraria and 
some benefits, but are not entitled to salary, 
hazard pay, Representation and Transportation 
Allowance (RATA), Personnel Economic 
Relief Allowance (PERA), Productivity 
Incentive Bonus (PIB), Clothing Allowance 
and 13th month pay. 3) Lift the limit on the 
maximum number of barangay tanods to be 
appointed per barangay, now presently fixed 

at 20 tanods only. Barangays with bigger 
area and/or with higher crime incidence 
should be allowed to appoint additional 
tanods. 4) Push for the grant of honoraria 
to other SK officials. Only the SK Chair is 
presently allowed to receive the same. 5) 
Explore other monetary and non-monetary 
benefits for all barangay officials.

Go’s sympathy for the elderly resonates 
in his legislative agenda, which includes 
the creation of the National Senior Citizens 
Commission to (a) implement all laws, 
policies and programs for the senior 
citizens; (b) supervise all the Offices of 
Senior Citizens Affairs (OSCAs) in LGUs; 
(c) hear and decide cases and complaints 
filed by senior citizens; and (d) establish 
programs that will fully protect the rights 
and enhance the welfare of the senior 
citizens, among others.

He plans to enact a law that will provide 
FREE medicines to all senior citizens, 
instead of the current 20% discount only. 
In order to unburden the senior citizens, 
their monthly medicine supply may be 
delivered by the barangay health workers 
to their respective residences. He also 
proposed to increase the amount of the 
Social Pension Fund by adding more funds 
to the DSWD budget under the General 
Appropriations Fund. The amount may be 
delivered door-to-door by local DSWD 
personnel.
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He looks up from the pile of 
documents he’s signing, and points to 
a row of CCTV screens showing busy 
streets where jeepneys come and go. 
Then, he recalls how the barangay 
acquired these video surveillance 
systems.

He remembers submitting a work 
program in 2015 to the municipal 
engineering office. It included a 
request to purchase CCTV cameras for 
P800,000. A year passed, but there was 
no word from the municipal office. So 
he took matters into his own hands.

Kap. Budjong got the documents 
and asked his barangay treasurer 
to purchase CCTV cameras worth 
P50,000 and below. Time was running 
out. Barangay residents and visitors 
were experiencing road accidents, 
which could have been captured by 
the CCTV cameras. Kap. Budjong can 
send his trained tanod and staff to the 
scene ASAP and rush them to the nearest health 
center or hospital, give first aid, and help in 
other ways.

Kap. Budjong worked around the shoestring 
budget by purchasing six CCTV cameras one at 
a time. Instead of getting the “merienda funds,” 
he requested for another CCTV camera for the 
street where the elementary school stood, along 
with its interior premises as well.  

“There have been no reports of kidnapping 
since,” he states.

Thanks to the CCTVs, a drug addict was 
arrested, and deadly road accidents were 
minimized. 

Safety is big deal for Kap. Budjong, who 
instructed his barangay tanods to drive 
residents home in tricycles, especially at night. 
Many of the passengers are women; some are 
men who had one drink too many. 

“Anyone who refuses to obey must answer 
to me. The aggrieved party can get the tanod’s 
name and report it to me,” Kap. Budjong says.  

To deal with fire emergencies, Kap. Budjong 
turned down an offer to have a fire truck and 
chose more practical tricycle rescue patrol 
vehicles with fire extinguishers as these can 
easily enter and navigate the barangay’s alleys 
and narrow streets. They even cost less and are 
easier to maintain than trucks. “A fireman asked 
me if the men who rushed to a fire scene are my 
barangay tanods. He said that the tanods know 
how to use fire extinguishers,” Kap.  Budjong 

says with pride. That’s because 20 barangay 
tanods underwent fire safety training from 
members of the Philippine Army itself. They’re 
scheduled to take a refresher course as well.

Barangay Anos also has a standby Disaster 
Rescue Vehicle equipped with life vests, 
helmets, a ladder, fire extinguishers, rope, and 
power saw for emergencies.

Knowing who to call in an emergency, and 
how to readily reach them, can save many 
lives. So Kap. Budjong thought of printing 
important numbers, like those of the barangay 
hall, fire department, police, health center, 
water district, and Meralco on bright green and 
orange stickers.

He knows emergency situations create panic 
and confusion. Every minute counts. These 
colorful stickers, when displayed on visible 
places, like the table or the telephone, or 

“Public service is my passion. I get 
my inspiration from my late dad, 
who, as an appointed municipal 
councilor, spent all his salary to help 
people,” says Kap. Budjong.

LEAD LIKE A 
SUPERHERO

You don’t need          
superpowers to do a great 
job as a public servant. 
Take it from Barangay 
Anos, Los Baños, Laguna 
Kap. Celerino Balasoto Jr.

BY MARIDOL RANOA-BISMARK
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DANIEL SORIANO

The name Celerino 
Balasoto Jr. may appear 
in Google search when 
someone looks for 
anything about Barangay 

Anos in Los Baños, Laguna. But its 
11,401 residents (as of this writing) 
prefer to call their barangay captain 
Kap. Budjong. 

Teens playing basketball in the 
covered court call him by this name. 
Children run to him and put their 
bowed forehead on his extended 
hand to ask for his blessing. Senior 
citizens tearfully embrace him. The 
50-year-old public servant calls his 
constituents by their first names.

The barangay captain, a bachelor, 
may not have children of his own. 
But the number of his godchildren 
more than make up for it. “People 
ask me to stand as baptismal and 
wedding sponsor every year,” he 
says. “I already have grandchildren 
from some of my married 
godchildren.”
 
THE PROTECTOR
The barangay official is in his 
element when talking about his job. 
He can go on and on describing 
his projects the way a proud father 
would discuss his children’s 
achievements. 
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the children eat, and its effect on their health.
“That’s not a feeding program. Pantawid-

gutom ang tawag doon (You call that quelling 
hunger pangs).”

More privileged children in day care 
centers, on the other hand, can better focus 
on their lessons, now that they have an air-
conditioned classroom. Kap. Budjong was able 
to get a donation of two air-conditioning units 
from TRACE College nearby Batong Malake. 
Enrollment rose from 
80 to 142.

Kap. Budjong also 
donated a computer 
to organize teachers’ 
files and make it 
easier for them to 
retrieve documents. 
The health center 
and barangay hall 
have also been 
computerized.

 The school 
children’s 
grandparents, on 
the other hand, join 
bingo events with 
raffle prizes. They 
get free monthly 
anti-pneumonia and 
anti-flu shots at the 
barangay covered 
court, where they line up early to avoid the 
rush.

 Kap. Budjong helped Persons With 
Disability (PWDs) become self-sufficient 
by launching a bingo event to raise funds 
for their medicines. They learned to be self-
reliant by selling bingo cards themselves. 
They also made dishwashing liquid and 
raised mushrooms after listening to resource 
speakers Kap. Budjong tapped from among his 
constituents and UPLB.

 And since he admits he’s no superman, 
Kap. Budjong banks on people power to get 
things going. He sets regular dialogues with 
the presidents of the homeowners’ association 
in the barangay’s nine subdivisions. They 
discuss ways of helping one another find 
solutions to problems. As a result, the 
homeowners clean their own front yard 
themselves. Presidents of homeowners’ groups 
can call their barangay captain directly if they 
have a problem.

 Informal settlers also learned how to 

keep their area clean via a seminar on proper 
waste disposal, courtesy of UPLB Credit and 
Development Cooperative. 

Since communication is crucial to his work, 
Kap. Budjong met with school principals, 
department heads of private and public non-
government offices, teachers, and even the 
mayor to ask for their support in his information, 
education, and communication campaigns.

 
DOES HE EVER GET TIRED?
 “I’ll resign the minute I do,” he replies. “Public 
service is my passion. I get my inspiration from 
my late dad, who, as an appointed municipal 
councilor, spent all his salary to help people.”

 Now that he’s on his last term, Kap. Budjong 
wants to take his career a notch higher by running 
for Los Baños mayor. “I’m not Superman because 
Superman has extra-terrestrial powers. You can 
compare me to Batman, whose talents come from 
within,” he says.

 These talents might just propel him to the 
mayoralty come 2019. 

He admits he’s no superman. Kap. Budjong 
banks on people power to get things 
going. He sets regular dialogues with the 
presidents of the homeowners’ association 
in the barangay’s nine subdivisions. They 
discuss ways of helping one another find 
solutions to problems. 

Kap. Budjong found ways for Brgy. Anos to have CCVT cameras 
in order to manage and avoid road accidents.

One of Kap. Budjong’s project was the 
computerization of barangay records

when kept in a purse or 
tote bag, can save lives.

 
A PLACE TO                   
CALL HOME
Emergency or no 
emergency, however, 
Kap. Budjong wants his 
constituents to go home to 
a place they can call their 
own. He commissioned 
an academician from 
the University of the 
Philippines Los Baños 
(UPLB) to come up with 
a research paper for a 
housing project where 
informal settlers living 
along the lake can be 

relocated to.
“We’re shooting two birds with one stone,” 

states Kap. Budjong. “We don’t have to evacuate 
those living in the danger zone each time a 
typhoon strikes. And we don’t have to check the 
lake’s premises for debris that’s washed ashore 
when a typhoon comes along.”

Kap. Budjong was able to negotiate a lower 
price for the land on which the housing project 
will stand. And he plans to write the provincial 
governor to request for funds to buy the land, 
with Barangay Anos residents as priority 
beneficiaries.

He also wants each housing unit to have a 
small space in-between them. Residents can 

plant small shrubs and bushes in the strip of 
land “so the area won’t look like a place for 
squatters.”

Kap. Budjong posts these and other projects 
on his personal Facebook page, where his 
5,000 friends worldwide can see what keeps 
him busy. Thanks to these posts, he received 
four boxes of stuffed toys and books, courtesy 
of a former Los Baños resident now based in 
the US. The donor’s return address: the US-
based Inspirational Alignment Foundation. 

Another generous donor, this time from 
Paris, sent three boxes of ballpens, also for the 
barangay children. The generous donor even 
paid for the freight cost.

The Facebook posts came at the right 
time—during his second term, when Kap. 
Budjong’s foes were attacking him. 

Political enemies are a given. But Kap. 
Budjong is unfazed. He doesn’t have a 
bodyguard even if he roams the barangay all 
the time. Neither does he carry a firearm, even 
if he is allowed to. I just want to serve the 
people. (I hope I won’t need to use it).”

 
CONCERN FOR                                     
CHILDREN’S WELFARE  
For children in public schools, serving 
means starting a deworming program where 
everyone’s weight is checked, and a feeding 
project which provides nutritious rice for as 
long as six months.

Kap. Budjong knows a one-shot feeding 
program won’t sustain a child’s nutritional 
needs. Project managers can’t monitor what 
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the children eat, and its effect on their health.
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to get a donation of two air-conditioning units 
from TRACE College nearby Batong Malake. 
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 The school 
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rush.
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by launching a bingo event to raise funds 
for their medicines. They learned to be self-
reliant by selling bingo cards themselves. 
They also made dishwashing liquid and 
raised mushrooms after listening to resource 
speakers Kap. Budjong tapped from among his 
constituents and UPLB.

 And since he admits he’s no superman, 
Kap. Budjong banks on people power to get 
things going. He sets regular dialogues with 
the presidents of the homeowners’ association 
in the barangay’s nine subdivisions. They 
discuss ways of helping one another find 
solutions to problems. As a result, the 
homeowners clean their own front yard 
themselves. Presidents of homeowners’ groups 
can call their barangay captain directly if they 
have a problem.

 Informal settlers also learned how to 

keep their area clean via a seminar on proper 
waste disposal, courtesy of UPLB Credit and 
Development Cooperative. 

Since communication is crucial to his work, 
Kap. Budjong met with school principals, 
department heads of private and public non-
government offices, teachers, and even the 
mayor to ask for their support in his information, 
education, and communication campaigns.

 
DOES HE EVER GET TIRED?
 “I’ll resign the minute I do,” he replies. “Public 
service is my passion. I get my inspiration from 
my late dad, who, as an appointed municipal 
councilor, spent all his salary to help people.”

 Now that he’s on his last term, Kap. Budjong 
wants to take his career a notch higher by running 
for Los Baños mayor. “I’m not Superman because 
Superman has extra-terrestrial powers. You can 
compare me to Batman, whose talents come from 
within,” he says.

 These talents might just propel him to the 
mayoralty come 2019. 

He admits he’s no superman. Kap. Budjong 
banks on people power to get things 
going. He sets regular dialogues with the 
presidents of the homeowners’ association 
in the barangay’s nine subdivisions. They 
discuss ways of helping one another find 
solutions to problems. 

Kap. Budjong found ways for Brgy. Anos to have CCVT cameras 
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when kept in a purse or 
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Emergency or no 
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those living in the danger zone each time a 
typhoon strikes. And we don’t have to check the 
lake’s premises for debris that’s washed ashore 
when a typhoon comes along.”

Kap. Budjong was able to negotiate a lower 
price for the land on which the housing project 
will stand. And he plans to write the provincial 
governor to request for funds to buy the land, 
with Barangay Anos residents as priority 
beneficiaries.

He also wants each housing unit to have a 
small space in-between them. Residents can 

plant small shrubs and bushes in the strip of 
land “so the area won’t look like a place for 
squatters.”

Kap. Budjong posts these and other projects 
on his personal Facebook page, where his 
5,000 friends worldwide can see what keeps 
him busy. Thanks to these posts, he received 
four boxes of stuffed toys and books, courtesy 
of a former Los Baños resident now based in 
the US. The donor’s return address: the US-
based Inspirational Alignment Foundation. 

Another generous donor, this time from 
Paris, sent three boxes of ballpens, also for the 
barangay children. The generous donor even 
paid for the freight cost.

The Facebook posts came at the right 
time—during his second term, when Kap. 
Budjong’s foes were attacking him. 

Political enemies are a given. But Kap. 
Budjong is unfazed. He doesn’t have a 
bodyguard even if he roams the barangay all 
the time. Neither does he carry a firearm, even 
if he is allowed to. I just want to serve the 
people. (I hope I won’t need to use it).”
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CHILDREN’S WELFARE  
For children in public schools, serving 
means starting a deworming program where 
everyone’s weight is checked, and a feeding 
project which provides nutritious rice for as 
long as six months.

Kap. Budjong knows a one-shot feeding 
program won’t sustain a child’s nutritional 
needs. Project managers can’t monitor what 
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Mayor John Bongat
Naga City

He served in the Sangguniang Panlungsod of 
Naga City as the No. 1 elected councilor for three 

consecutive terms, from 2001 to 2010, and as 
mayor, he exemplifies the motto: “Leadership is 
an action, not a position.” Succeeding the late 

Interior Secretary Jesse Robredo, Mayor Bongat 
has been an exemplar of good governance in 

public service. Embodying the ideal values and 
traits of a public servant, Mayor Bongat was 

given the Jesse Robredo Leadership Award by 
the Galing Pook Foundation in 2018. Through 
actions, leadership, and sound policies and 

programs, Naga City has topped the Economic 
Dynamism criteria in the component cities 

category in the CMCI of 2018.

Mayor Ma. Laarni “Lani” Lopez-Cayetano
Taguig City

Mayor Cayetano is the first female and youngest 
elected local chief executive of the highly-urbanized 

city of Taguig. On her penultimate year as mayor, 
the financial management of her administration 

successfully led Taguig into becoming a debt-free 

city, fully paying an amount of P1.6 billion in 
loans plus interest incurred before she assumed 

office. Mayor Cayetano concurrently serves 
as the national chairperson of the League of 

Cities of the Philippines, and was appointed as 
the representative of local government units in 
the Legislative-Executive Development Council 

(LEDAC), a consultative and advisory body to the 
President of the Philippines.

Mayor Alfredo Matugas Coro II
Municipality of Del Carmen, 

Surigao del Norte

An alumnus of the University of the Philippines 
(UP) Los Baños with an undergraduate degree 
in Computer Science and a graduate degree in 

Technology Management from UP Diliman, Mayor 
Coro II wasted no opportunity in applying his 

knowledge in Information Technology (IT) to good 
governance, particularly in the area of health. 

Mayor Coro II launched the award-winning health 
program, Seal of Health Governance (SOHG), 

a monitoring tool that fosters accountability at 
the grassroots level. The SOHG is a mechanism 
designed to monitor, evaluate, and incentivize 

barangays to meet health governance standards 
within their communities. A few of SOHG’s set 
standards include functional barangay health 
boards, additional allocation for health, and 

decrease in malnutrition rate. One of the difficult 
realities that the people of Del Carmen face is 
the geographical makeup of their municipality. 

A fifth class municipality separated by bodies of 
water, Mayor Coro II provided his citizens with sea 
ambulances to transport patients from different 

islands to their nearest rural health unit.
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OUTSTANDING 
LGU LEADERS 

OF 2018

BY ALAINE GONZALES

LEAGUE lauds 10 leaders who have accomplished 
remarkable programs for their respective 

communities, and are serving as an inspiration to 
their constituents.

Mayor Herbert “Bistek” Bautista
Quezon City

The 50-year-old mayor of Quezon City has been in public service 
for more than 32 years. He started his political career as the 
president of the Kabataang Barangay National Federation, 

then became city councilor, vice mayor, and eventually chief 
executive of the largest city of the country. Mayor Bautista has 
long strived to bring Quezon City to greater heights. Promoting 
ease in doing business, Quezon City ranked 1st overall in the 

National Competitiveness Council of the Philippines’ Cities and 
Municipalities Competitiveness 

Index of 2018.
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He served in the Sangguniang Panlungsod of 
Naga City as the No. 1 elected councilor for three 

consecutive terms, from 2001 to 2010, and as 
mayor, he exemplifies the motto: “Leadership is 
an action, not a position.” Succeeding the late 

Interior Secretary Jesse Robredo, Mayor Bongat 
has been an exemplar of good governance in 

public service. Embodying the ideal values and 
traits of a public servant, Mayor Bongat was 

given the Jesse Robredo Leadership Award by 
the Galing Pook Foundation in 2018. Through 
actions, leadership, and sound policies and 

programs, Naga City has topped the Economic 
Dynamism criteria in the component cities 

category in the CMCI of 2018.

Mayor Ma. Laarni “Lani” Lopez-Cayetano
Taguig City

Mayor Cayetano is the first female and youngest 
elected local chief executive of the highly-urbanized 

city of Taguig. On her penultimate year as mayor, 
the financial management of her administration 

successfully led Taguig into becoming a debt-free 

city, fully paying an amount of P1.6 billion in 
loans plus interest incurred before she assumed 

office. Mayor Cayetano concurrently serves 
as the national chairperson of the League of 

Cities of the Philippines, and was appointed as 
the representative of local government units in 
the Legislative-Executive Development Council 

(LEDAC), a consultative and advisory body to the 
President of the Philippines.

Mayor Alfredo Matugas Coro II
Municipality of Del Carmen, 

Surigao del Norte

An alumnus of the University of the Philippines 
(UP) Los Baños with an undergraduate degree 
in Computer Science and a graduate degree in 

Technology Management from UP Diliman, Mayor 
Coro II wasted no opportunity in applying his 

knowledge in Information Technology (IT) to good 
governance, particularly in the area of health. 

Mayor Coro II launched the award-winning health 
program, Seal of Health Governance (SOHG), 

a monitoring tool that fosters accountability at 
the grassroots level. The SOHG is a mechanism 
designed to monitor, evaluate, and incentivize 

barangays to meet health governance standards 
within their communities. A few of SOHG’s set 
standards include functional barangay health 
boards, additional allocation for health, and 

decrease in malnutrition rate. One of the difficult 
realities that the people of Del Carmen face is 
the geographical makeup of their municipality. 

A fifth class municipality separated by bodies of 
water, Mayor Coro II provided his citizens with sea 
ambulances to transport patients from different 

islands to their nearest rural health unit.
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BY ALAINE GONZALES

LEAGUE lauds 10 leaders who have accomplished 
remarkable programs for their respective 

communities, and are serving as an inspiration to 
their constituents.

Mayor Herbert “Bistek” Bautista
Quezon City

The 50-year-old mayor of Quezon City has been in public service 
for more than 32 years. He started his political career as the 
president of the Kabataang Barangay National Federation, 

then became city councilor, vice mayor, and eventually chief 
executive of the largest city of the country. Mayor Bautista has 
long strived to bring Quezon City to greater heights. Promoting 
ease in doing business, Quezon City ranked 1st overall in the 

National Competitiveness Council of the Philippines’ Cities and 
Municipalities Competitiveness 

Index of 2018.
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Mayor Marcelino “Marcy” Teodoro
Marikina City

Serving as city councilor from 1992 to 2001 and 
as congressman of the 1st district from 2007 to 

2016, Mayor Teodoro was a witness to deadly 
typhoons and disasters that had hit the City 

of Marikina. Responsive to calls for disaster risk 
reduction and management, the City Government 
of Marikina was recognized for implementing the 

Correspondence Session, a special communication 
procedure used by the city council in times of 
natural disaster to declare a state of calamity 

and hasten implementation of relief operations. 
Marikina won 1st place for the program in the 

Digital Cities Awards held at the Philippine 
International Convention Center.

Governor Rebecca “Nini” Ynares
Province of Rizal

For three consecutive years, the Province of Rizal 
has ranked 1st overall in the Most Competitive 
Province Index of the Regional Competitiveness 
Summit. The province has also topped all four 

categories of the Competitiveness Index and has 
also been a consistent awardee of the Seal of 
Good Local Governance from the Department 
of the Interior and Local Government. The lady 

governor of over two million Filipinos, Gov. 
Ynares takes pride in the culture of excellence 
of her constituents. The YES to Green Reform, 

also dubbed as the Ynares Eco System 
program, focuses on instilling the value of green 
environmental management to sustain healthy 
communities. Since the launch of the YES to 

Green Reform in 2013, multiple programs have 
emerged from its campaign, which includes the 

provincial-wide cleanliness drives, and Oplan 
Busilak, which is the clearing of waterways from 

Rizal leading to Laguna Lake and Manila Bay. 
Consequentially, the image of an environmentally 
healthy and booming province have attracted big 
businesses to invest in Rizal, further improving its 

economic development.

Mayor Dahlia Loyola
Municipality of Carmona, Cavite

A doctor by profession, Mayor Loyola had never 
thought of running for public office until 2010. 

Now on her last term, Mayor Loyola was awarded 
as the Outstanding Woman Leader of 2018 by 

the provincial government of Cavite. A testament 
to her capacity to lead, the mayor to the smallest 

municipality of Cavite—Carmona—is also the 
president of the League of Mayors of the province. 

In 2018, the Municipality of Carmona won an 
international award in best practices in Abu 

Dhabi for the program “Your Embrace, My Hope” 
a Comprehensive Framework on Education and 

Rehabilitation. The Municipality of Carmona ranked 
first place in the Government Efficiency criteria of 

the CMCI 2018.
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Mayor Robert “Bobby” Eusebio
Pasig City

Pasig City was named the Philippine Winner of 
the World Wildlife Fund’s (WWF) One Planet City 

Challenge of 2018, besting over 50 countries 

across the globe. Pasig City was recognized 
for its efforts in reducing air pollution 

from traffic emissions and congestions, 
and implementing programs that support 
sustainable transport and mobility. Mayor 
Eusebio introduced innovative programs 

in promoting Filipino values, namely 
Bayanihan, through infrastructure, and the 
“Carless Weekend” project of the Pasig City 
government, which aims to promote clean 
air, community unity, and healthy living by 
closing stretches of roads in the city and 

encouraging bonding, walking, biking, and 
other fitness activities.

Mayor Evelio “Bing” Leonardia
Bacolod City

Now on his fifth term, Mayor Leonardia 
is the longest-serving mayor of Bacolod 
City. The founding president and former 

chairperson of the MassKara foundation—
the organization behind the world-renowned 

tourist attraction The MassKara Festival—
has brought The City of Smiles to the top of 
its region. In 2018, Bacolod City ranked first 

in the Most Competitive Highly Urbanized 
City scale of the CMCI in the Visayas Region 

and 8th among all the highly urbanized 
cities in the country.

Mayor Sara Duterte-Carpio
Davao City

At the start of her term as city chief of Davao, 
Mayor Duterte-Carpio quickly earned the moniker 

“The Puncher” in 2011 after hitting the court 
sheriff who was leading the demolition of a 

squatter community. Exemplifying the hardiness 
and vigor of the first Mindanaoan President, 
Rodrigo Durterte, Mayor Duterte-Carpio has 
been on the rise in the political landscape 

after founding and launching the Hugpong ng 
Pagbabago political party, a regional political 

party focused on pursuing the ideals of a 
strong region, good governance, and effective 
leadership for its constituents. Davao City now 
ranks 4th overall in the highly urbanized city 

scale of DTI CMCI of 2018.
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and hasten implementation of relief operations. 
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provincial-wide cleanliness drives, and Oplan 
Busilak, which is the clearing of waterways from 

Rizal leading to Laguna Lake and Manila Bay. 
Consequentially, the image of an environmentally 
healthy and booming province have attracted big 
businesses to invest in Rizal, further improving its 

economic development.

Mayor Dahlia Loyola
Municipality of Carmona, Cavite

A doctor by profession, Mayor Loyola had never 
thought of running for public office until 2010. 

Now on her last term, Mayor Loyola was awarded 
as the Outstanding Woman Leader of 2018 by 

the provincial government of Cavite. A testament 
to her capacity to lead, the mayor to the smallest 

municipality of Cavite—Carmona—is also the 
president of the League of Mayors of the province. 

In 2018, the Municipality of Carmona won an 
international award in best practices in Abu 

Dhabi for the program “Your Embrace, My Hope” 
a Comprehensive Framework on Education and 

Rehabilitation. The Municipality of Carmona ranked 
first place in the Government Efficiency criteria of 

the CMCI 2018.
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for its efforts in reducing air pollution 
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closing stretches of roads in the city and 

encouraging bonding, walking, biking, and 
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“The Puncher” in 2011 after hitting the court 
sheriff who was leading the demolition of a 

squatter community. Exemplifying the hardiness 
and vigor of the first Mindanaoan President, 
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after founding and launching the Hugpong ng 
Pagbabago political party, a regional political 

party focused on pursuing the ideals of a 
strong region, good governance, and effective 
leadership for its constituents. Davao City now 
ranks 4th overall in the highly urbanized city 

scale of DTI CMCI of 2018.
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Actor-turned-politician Yul Servo parlays his 
star status into meaningful public service 
BY ALFREDO G. GABOT
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAR CONCENGCO

Congressman John Marvin Nieto, more popularly 
known for his screen name Yul Servo, was one of 
the “stars” (actors-turned-politicians) in Manila’s 
City Council for nine long years. After completing 
three terms in 2016, he hesitantly threw his hat in 

the congressional race in the city’s third district and surprised 
the pundits when he convincingly won the nod of the voters, 
many of them Filipino-Chinese. Since then, he has emerged 
as one of the leading men at the House of Representatives, 
hobnobbing with celebrities in that chamber like Reps. Vilma 
Santos-Recto, Lucy Torres Gomez, Sol Aragones, Monsour del 
Rosario, and Alfred Vargas.

With the many bills and resolutions he had authored, co-
authored, sponsored, or co-sponsored as gleaned from the 
records of the lower chamber of the Philippine Congress, it can 
be said that Congressman Nieto has found his new calling. 

THROUGH 
HARDSHIPS, 
TO THE STARS
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PUSHING SCIENTIFIC BOUNDARIES 
Two bills that he takes pride in having 
co-authored are centered on science and 
technology, believing that they are vital keys 
in the speedy growth and progress of the 
country. The first, House Bill No. 5792, seeks 
to address the country’s lack of scientists 
by attracting back to the country Filipino 
scientists, experts, engineers, and inventors 
who had made their name in the United States 
and other countries under a “Balik Scientist’’ 
program by providing appropriate incentives 
and benefits like tax and duty exemptions, 
grants in aid of research and development 
projects, relocation allowances, among others. 
The second bill, House Bill No. 4275, aims to 
catapult the Philippines into the space age and 
harness space science and technology through 
the creation of the Philippine Space Agency 
(PhilSA) akin to the National Aeronautics and 
Space Agency (NASA) of the United States 
of America. Owing to its importance, the first 
measure hurdled both houses of Congress 
with ease and the approved bill has, in fact, 
been signed into law by President Rodrigo 
Duterte. The second bill was also approved 

overwhelmingly by the House and the Senate 
is ready for final approval.

It was gathered that the country has only 
189 scientists per million people when the 
ideal ratio is 380 scientists per million. This 
explains why the country trails behind many 
countries like the US and South Korea, which 
have over 5,000 and 3,000 scientists per 
million, and Malaysia with 2,000 scientists 
per a population of one million.“I’m very 
happy and proud that my bill has become a 
law (Republic Act No. 11035) and, hopefully, 
with this, the country can catch up with our 
Asian neighbors. Malaking bagay ito para sa 
bansa,” Congressman Nieto points out.

The Philippines has already built and 
launched satellites in space but more must 
still be done to develop and promote a 
national space program. Congressman Nieto 
stresses that the proposed PhilSA under 
his bill shall be in charge of developing 
a space program that can help improve 
disaster management, enhance the lives 
of Filipino farmers, speed up internet and 
telecommunications systems, among others. 
Space technology, according to the Manila 
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a big boost in terms of added 
facilities, medicines, buildings, 
and other forms of support.

BRINGING BACK THE 
BEAUTY OF MANILA

As a Manila lawmaker, 
Congressman Nieto initiates 
and supports measures which 
will benefit the city and its 
residents. Thus, he throws his 
support to the rehabilitation 
of the dying Manila Bay 
and the rivers, esteros, and 
other tributaries leading to 
it, inspired by the Duterte 
administration’s success in 
rehabilitating the world-
famous Boracay. “This is 
long overdue,” he points out, 
admitting that the work would 
be massive now considering that Manila Bay 
covers not only Manila but also Metro Manila, 
Cavite, Bulacan, Pampanga, and up to Bataan 
whose waters have suffered from pollution due 
to multiple causes (e.g. lack of sewerage system, 
mushrooming of informal settlers, businesses 
and industries along the coasts and river banks). 
“Pero nakakatuwa na masisimulan na ang tunay 
na paglilinis, pag-aayos (I’m glad that the 
cleanup and rehabilitation can finally begin),” 
he says, admitting that his district—Binondo, 
Chinatown, Sta. Cruz, Quiapo and San Nicolas—
is one of the worst hit with its esteros invaded 
by thousands of informal settlers throwing their 
mountains of garbage and wastes into them 
and others contributing to the pollution and 
flooding of the area. “Hopefully, we will also 
be the biggest beneficiaries of the honest-to-
goodness massive cleanup and rehabilitation,” 
the optimistic solon relates. “Napakaganda ng 
Maynila noon, lalung lalo na ang aking distrito 
na sentro ng komersiyo kaya’t maraming barko 
at bangka dito noon (Manila was a very beautiful 
city then, especially our district, which was the 
center of commerce; there were lots of ships 
and boats here back then,” he recalls as he rues 
its degradation through the years. “Sama-sama 
nating buhayin ang Ilog Pasig at linisin ang mga 
estero (Let us work hand in hand in saving the 
Pasig River and cleaning our waterways),” he 
enjoins everyone.

But will the proposed massive reclamation 
projects in Manila and neighboring cities get 
in the way of the Manila Bay rehabilitation? 

The poser was raised as Manila alone has 
two reclamation projects covering some 
1,000 hectares from the Rizal Park up to 
the Manila Yacht Club area and beyond, 
triggering calls to stop the projects. No less 
than former Manila Vice Mayor Isko Moreno 
(Francisco Domagoso) and Interior Secretary 
Eduardo Año have proposed the suspension 
of these projects. “We have experts 
studying those projects, and whatever their 
recommendation will be, we will support for 
as long as it is for the good of Manila and its 
people,” the solon clarifies. 

Congressman Nieto, at the same time, 
calls for the rehabilitation of the city’s ports 
in tandem with the Manila Bay cleanup. “We 
have to improve and beautify the Port Area 
to attract more travelers and tourists and 
thus raise more revenues for the government, 
including the city government of Manila,” he 
says as he bats for higher share of taxes and 
revenues from the port operations, Manila 
being the host of the ports.

ACCIDENTAL POLITICIAN
Congressman Nieto admits he is an 
accidental politician. His dream was to 
become a policeman that’s why he studied 
and finished criminology at the Philippine 
College of Criminology. But by that time he 
was studying and completed his studies, he 
dabbled in acting. His fate changed when 
an uncle, Willy Cruz, an engineer who 
knew some actors and directors, saw his 
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lawmaker, can give early warnings on hazards 
and natural disasters, which can help boost 
the country’s agricultural production.

EDUCATION AND HEALTH                                  
—TOP PRIORITIES

Congressman Nieto, who is now only 
41 and was an award-winning actor prior to 
throwing his hat in politics in 2007, has the 
good of the youth at heart. This is manifested, 
for instance, in his all-out support to the 
free tuition bill which ended up as a law, 
Republic Act No. 10931, and officially called 
the Universal Access to Quality Tertiary 
Education Act. The new law gives full tuition 
subsidy for thousands, if not millions, of  
students in about 200 State Universities and 
Colleges (SUCs) and local universities and 

colleges (LUCs) as well as state-run technical 
and vocational schools like the Technical 
Education and Skills Development Authority 
(TESDA). The law also allotted a total of P40 
billion for the first year, School Year 2018-
2019, of its implementation, P16 billion of 
which is for free higher education, P7 billion 
for free tech-voc education, P15.851 billion 
for tertiary education subsidy, P1 billion for 
student loan program, P11 million for the 
Tertiary Education Tracking and Reporting 
System and another P11 million for the 
administrative cost of the Unified Student 
Financial Assistance for Tertiary Education 
(UniFast).

“There’s no substitute to education,” 
the youthful lawmaker stresses, and lauds 
President Duterte for initiating the free tuition 
program. “It is the passport out of poverty. It 
also helps to keep the youth away from drugs,” 
he quips.

“With the free education, only you could 
be blamed if you don’t grow and get out of 
abject poverty,” he says. “Kailangan tayong 
magsikap para umunlad,” he adds, citing the 
experience of the youth of Manila who have 
been enjoying free-tuition college education 
through the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng 
Maynila and the City College of Manila (now 
the Universidad de Manila). Congressman 
Nieto knows whereof he speaks—he worked 
hard to get education winding up at the 
Philippine College of Criminology, as he 
admits initially wanting to become a law 
enforcer. “Pangarap ko talaga maging pulis,” 
he reveals. But the prospect of earning more 
in show business was just too tempting at that 
time, so he chose acting and was eventually 
given the screen name Yul Servo. He admits 
being an actor was an advantage when he first 
ran for councilor—he won in his first attempt 
at politics. 

Congressman Nieto reveals that he also 
supported the Universal Health Care Bill which 
both chambers of Congress have passed and 
forwarded to Malacañang for signing into law. 
The bill, once signed, will automatically enroll 
all Filipinos in the proposed National Health 
Insurance Program, expanding what is already 
provided for since 1995 by the Philippine 
Health Insurance Corp. or PhilHealth. With 
the bill, Manilans and those from neighboring 
cities and towns who are availing of the 
facilities of Manila’s six public hospitals like 
the Ospital ng Maynila Medical Center will get 
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nephew’s potential to become a 
professional actor and introduced 
him to director Maryo J. Delos 
Reyes. The budding stage play 
actor then adopted the name “Yul 
Servo” from the name of Oscar 
winning actor Yul Brynner and 
the name of the head waiter in 
the restaurant which the director 
frequented, Alex III.

Politics beckoned when 
his father, Martin Romano, 
was about to finish his term 
as councilor of Manila’s third 
district. He recalls his father, who 
made good as a city alderman, 
asked him several times to pinch 

hit for him in the next election and every time he 
hesitated to his father. He admits he eventually said 
“yes” when his director-friend Maryo Delos Reyes, 
who had earlier disapproved of his going into 
politics, finally consented, but with one condition: 
he won’t become a corrupt politician. 

He says he was hesitant at first to run for an 
elective office because he already had a good acting 
career. Besides, he admits he didn’t think that he 
would win. But he won by landslide, and won two 
more elections as a councilor, obtaining the highest 
votes among the councilors, thus making him a 
possible successor for vice mayor just in case. As 
a councilor, he says he initiated many projects, led 
medical and dental missions, reached out to out-of-
school youth, and helped the street kids, especially 
from his district, among others, adding he later 
enjoyed the work.

Congressman Nieto admits becoming a politician 
had never crossed his mind. But he has the good 
fortune to be a councilor, which eventually led 
to winning a congressional seat. He is currently 
seeking a second term under the Asenso Manileños 
the party which catapulted him to the City Council. 
He says he will continue serving the people of 
Manila, especially those in the third district, in 
the best way he can. “Hindi ko sasayangin ang 
tiwala sa akin ng mga Manileño. Ang tiwala at 
pagmamahal ay hindi mababayaran. Patuloy 
akong maglilingkod ng tapat. (I will not waste the 
opportunity that the Manileños gave me. I cannot 
repay their trust and love. But I will continue to 
serve honestly.”) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Alfredo G. Gabot, a professor, author and journalist, has 
a Master in Government Management. He was a former 
Commissioner of the National Commission for Culture and 
the Arts (NCCA) and Director later Chairman of the Board 
of the Philippine Postal Corp. (PHLPost).
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spotl i ght

With 6 branches 
spread across Metro 
Manila, Ho-Land 
Hopia has no signs 
of slowing down. 
In fact, Go hints at 
two more possible 
branches that will be 
located inside malls. 

“I hope for 
expanding around 
Philippines. But 
actually, slowly, we are easing 
our way in. It’s not that easy, 
but it’s possible,” says Go. 

While franchising is a 
surefire way to speed up 
expansion, Go says that they 
prefer to keep it close in 
the family by having their 
branches run by relatives. 
Perhaps, their family-centric 
philosophy is also another way 
of keeping the tradition alive.

HOPIA LAND
“Ho means ‘good’, -pia means 
‘pastry’ so in short, Ho-Land 
is known for ‘hopia land’,” Go 
says. 

It’s no wonder that 
Filipinos love to eat and for 
Go, he thinks it is one of 
the reasons why hopia and 
other Chinese delicacies are 
popular in the Philippines. 
No matter what the reason, 
their store should be the only 
proof anyone needs. For one, 
they never seem to run out of 
customers from the moment 

their doors open until they close 
for the day.

Every day, their hopia 
is baked fresh and sold the 
same day. Because it is sans 
preservatives, it can only last 
up to a week unrefrigerated. Go 
suggests storing them inside the 
refrigerator or freezer to prolong 
its shelf life. Oddly enough, it 
could be the cold temperature 
that enriches the hopia’s flavor.

“Sometimes, some customers 
like to eat it cold. So let’s say 
our custard flavor and pandan 
flavor, masarap siya `pag 
kinakain nang malamig,”  
says Go.

But for those who prefer 
their hopia a little hot, Go shares 
another unique way to enjoy the 
pastry which he found out from 
his mom and aunt—pan-seared 
with butter.

 However way you want it, 
hopia is undoubtedly more than 
just a pastry. Food trends come 
and go, but hopia has become a 
staple especially during Chinese 

New Year. Why is it popular? 
The answer may be forever 
unknown, but perhaps the 
answer lies in its name.

According to legend, it 
was made to unify two warring 
brothers who came home with 
flour and brown sugar for their 
mother who invented the unity 
cake or hopia. It could also just 
be the flavor, but maybe we also 
appreciate the harmony it stands 
for. No war, no fight. Just a pastry 
that brings us all together every 
Chinese New Year. 

spotl i ght

Hopia, also known as unity 
cake, is a Chinese pastry 
that’s been around since 
the 20th century. Brought 

into the country by Fujian immigrants, 
hopia either has a flaky, puff pastry 
exterior or a cake-dough type one. 
Both of which are baked and sold by 
Ho-Land Hopia & Bakery, located 
right in the heart of Binondo, the oldest 
Chinatown in the world. 

FAMILY AND TRADITION
Like most businesses, Ho-Land Hopia 
started in the family.

“Actually, my grandfather started 
the whole business. It started around 
the 1960s then he just picked the 
name–Ho. Then from there on, Ho-
Land is known for its hopia and 
Chinese delicacies,” Fawn Justin Go, 
current manager of the bakery shares.

For Go, what sets their hopia apart 
from other brands is its authenticity. 
From its ingredients to how it is 
made and packed, everything is 
made according to the original recipe 
which has been passed down through 
generations.

To stress how traditional their recipe 
is, their hopia has zero preservatives 
and their bakers were trained through 
apprenticeship. Customarily, it was 
even their own fathers who taught the 
bakers, much like how they learned 
the recipe. Even technology has not 
successfully lured them away from 
their roots and up to today, their hopia 
is still baked in a charcoal-fueled 
pugon (baking furnace) right above 
their flagship store. 

THE LAND OF 
GOOD PASTRY

Here’s why Binondo 
has become 
synonymous to freshly 
baked, delicious hopia.
BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICKY LADIA
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popular in the Philippines. 
No matter what the reason, 
their store should be the only 
proof anyone needs. For one, 
they never seem to run out of 
customers from the moment 

their doors open until they close 
for the day.

Every day, their hopia 
is baked fresh and sold the 
same day. Because it is sans 
preservatives, it can only last 
up to a week unrefrigerated. Go 
suggests storing them inside the 
refrigerator or freezer to prolong 
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could be the cold temperature 
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his mom and aunt—pan-seared 
with butter.

 However way you want it, 
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just a pastry. Food trends come 
and go, but hopia has become a 
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New Year. Why is it popular? 
The answer may be forever 
unknown, but perhaps the 
answer lies in its name.

According to legend, it 
was made to unify two warring 
brothers who came home with 
flour and brown sugar for their 
mother who invented the unity 
cake or hopia. It could also just 
be the flavor, but maybe we also 
appreciate the harmony it stands 
for. No war, no fight. Just a pastry 
that brings us all together every 
Chinese New Year. 

spotl i ght

Hopia, also known as unity 
cake, is a Chinese pastry 
that’s been around since 
the 20th century. Brought 

into the country by Fujian immigrants, 
hopia either has a flaky, puff pastry 
exterior or a cake-dough type one. 
Both of which are baked and sold by 
Ho-Land Hopia & Bakery, located 
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FAMILY AND TRADITION
Like most businesses, Ho-Land Hopia 
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“Actually, my grandfather started 
the whole business. It started around 
the 1960s then he just picked the 
name–Ho. Then from there on, Ho-
Land is known for its hopia and 
Chinese delicacies,” Fawn Justin Go, 
current manager of the bakery shares.

For Go, what sets their hopia apart 
from other brands is its authenticity. 
From its ingredients to how it is 
made and packed, everything is 
made according to the original recipe 
which has been passed down through 
generations.

To stress how traditional their recipe 
is, their hopia has zero preservatives 
and their bakers were trained through 
apprenticeship. Customarily, it was 
even their own fathers who taught the 
bakers, much like how they learned 
the recipe. Even technology has not 
successfully lured them away from 
their roots and up to today, their hopia 
is still baked in a charcoal-fueled 
pugon (baking furnace) right above 
their flagship store. 

THE LAND OF 
GOOD PASTRY

Here’s why Binondo 
has become 
synonymous to freshly 
baked, delicious hopia.
BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICKY LADIA
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If he were a film, Cultural Center of the Philippines 
(CCP) president Arsenio ‘Nick’ Lizaso would be an 
adventure series packed with Indiana Jones-like scenes.

 He’s like a bouncing ball that ricochets everywhere, 
packing in a lot of power along the way.

 Lizaso may be 83. But he’s anything but a doddering 
senior. He goes for less talk, more action. Even in his free 
time, he’d rather swing his tennis racket and hit that ball, 
rather than wait for things to happen in the Greenhills 
condominium that he shares with his lovely wife Belen.  He 
took up the sport at the mature age of 56, and surprised even 
himself by becoming a two-time Wimbledon champ.

 “I’m a late bloomer in the sport,” he chuckles.
 But this is not the case in the world of arts, which he has 

embraced as a way of life and and a birthright. The maternal 
grandson of Balagtasan King Jose Corazon de Jesus a.k.a. 
Huseng Batute has been breathing art since he was a boy who 
sat mesmerized on the church patio in his native Sta. Maria, 
Bulacan, staring at a USIS service jeep. The jeep’s projector 
showed film on the cycle of water. 

Lizaso recalls every detail of the film as if he saw it only 
yesterday. “Water from the sea is raised by the wind into the 
sky. Clouds hold it until it can’t keep the water any longer. 
Then, it falls as rain on the trees, the rivers, etc. Then it goes 
back to sea.” 

Now that the awe-struck boy who ran like the wind and 
jumped pell-mell into pieces of broken glass is a man, that 
image has refused to go away. The USIS jeep is Lizaso’s 
inspiration for CCP on Wheels.

ART FOR THE MASSES
Tapping on his gift of gab and a passion for the arts, Lizaso 
got a donation for a brand-new bus from Victory Liner the 
very next day after he visited the giant transportation firm.

 The bus comes with a huge LED screen (seven feet by 
14 feet) on one side that shows ballet, symphony, and other 
cultural shows. The bus, with a mini-library inside, tours the 
entire country, spreading the gospel of art, not to the elite who 
can afford expensive shows in Manila, but to the masses who 
live in the provinces.

 “CCP belongs to the people,” says Lizaso explains. 
“That’s why we go to Antique, Davao, Bacolod, Baguio, and 
Muñoz, Nueva Ecija.”

BY MARIDOL RANOA-BISMARK
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MANUEL GENEROSO
 

The new CCP president is up for 
the challenge of developing the 
41-hectare CCP Complex into not 
just an Art Center, but a sustainable 
economic hub

ON WITH THE SHOW WITH 

NICK 
LIZASO

BY MARIDOL RANOA-BISMARK
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MANUEL GENEROSO
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 Executives are only too happy to usher the 
big boss into their offices, and grant Lizaso’s 
requests.

 He plans to draw on this convincing power 
once more to get sponsors that will take PPO 
and the Tanghalang Pilipino theater company 
to Tokyo.

 In-between trips, Lizaso proudly reports 
that young artists, amazed at hearing the 
renowned PPO’s version of say, the bouncy 
song “Arimunding Munding” (revived by 
young singers today), are inspired to take up 
Music in college and attend workshops that go 
with every CCP on Wheels tour.

 Lizaso refers those who want to study in 
Manila to the University of the Philippines 
(UP), the University of Sto. Tomas (UST), 
St. Scholastica’s College, Sta. Isabel College 
and other institutions that offer music 
courses. Those who’d rather stay in their home 
province go to schools that offer degrees in 
music in their area.

 Those who want to go to the next level 
are invited to join the National Music 
Competitions for Young Artists (NAMCYA), 
which opens new doors for them as they 
perform with PPO on the CCP stage no less.

ARTS ADVOCATE
This doesn’t mean getting young people to 
take up art has become easy. Many young 
people still approach Lizaso, a former 
professor at La Consolacion College in 
Manila, and tell him, “But sir, there’s no 
money in art.”

 Lizaso responds by citing his life as an 
example. “I’ve seen the world. I received a 
(Fullbright-Hayes) scholarship (on theater arts, 
film and television) in the US and London 
(via a British Council Grant Attachment with 
the Nottingham Playhouse and the Royal 
Shakespeare Company).”

 What he’s saying is, excellence will 
take you places. Just give your best, and 
blessings will come. As the popular film Field 
of Dreams put it, “If you build it, they will 
come.”

 Lizaso’s story is one of laying down the 
foundations of excellence, brick by brick. He 
has acted in 50 stage plays, one of which cast 
him as the iconic professor Henry Higgins in 
classic My Fair Lady.

 Lizaso, along with the late cinema icons 
Vic Silayan and Lolita Rodriguez were 
among the first actors of PETA (Philippine 

“I look at projects as ladies I have to 
woo. I’m confident of winning their 
hearts once I court them. I don’t give 
up without results.”

 He plans to field two Victory Liner 
buses. The first will bring the Philippine 
Philharmonic Orchestra (PPO), one of the 
eight CCP resident companies, to the north—
Santiago in Isabela, Tuguegarao, and other 
areas. A van loaded with medics and guards 
will go with it.

The second will go south, to Iligan City, 
Naga, Legaspi and Sorsogon in Bicol, among 
others.

 In the drawing board are tours outside 
Luzon—Palawan, Cebu Dumaguete, Samar, 
Leyte and others. 

 Following an annual tradition, CCP on 
Wheels will cheer up children with cancer at 
the Philippine General Hospital (PGH) after 
the performance venue is repaired on the first 
quarter of the year.    

 How did he push the envelope, extend 
CCP’s reach and thereby literally and 
figuratively going where others didn’t?

 Lizaso points to the age-old tradition of 
courting the lady of his dreams (he and Belen 
have been married for 27 years).

 “I look at projects as ladies I have to woo. 
I’m confident of winning their hearts once I 
court them. I don’t give up without results.”

 
HANDS-ON LEADER
Getting results also means talking to heads 
of companies that are potential sponsors. 
The hands-on president doesn’t rely on his 
managers to do the job. He himself, armed 
with his infectious passion for taking Filipino 
art all over the world, knocks on company 
doors.

CCP President Nick Lizaso wants to spread the gospel of art, not to the elite who can 
afford expensive shows in Manila, but to the masses who live in the provinces.
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Lizaso knows music connects 
generations, and touches people 
of all ages. So he’s bringing 
back the good old days through 
song and presenting them for 
millennials to enjoy.

Lino Brocka, Fernando Poe Jr., and Marilou 
Diaz-Abaya, among others.

 In 2003, Lizaso received the Bedan 
Achievers Award for art and culture from his 
high school alma mater San Beda College, 
which was then celebrating its golden jubilee. 
President Rodrigo Duterte, a law graduate 
from the same school, got the award for public 
service.

LONG WAY TO GO
Lizaso knows he can’t rest on his laurels. 
There’s a lot of work ahead, especially now that 
CCP is turning 50 in 2020.

 The biggest challenge for him is developing 
the 47-hectare CCP complex to make it not just 
an art center, but a sustainable economic hub. 
Lizaso and fellow committee members that 
include former CCP Presidents Nestor Jardin, 
Baltazar Endriga, and Margie Moran-Floirendo 
have rolled up their sleeves to craft a plan they 
will present to the board.

They’ve been talking to government agencies 
like the Development Bank of the Philippines 
(DBP), which will act as financial adviser to 
make sure everything is above board.

 Lizaso makes it clear that although exhibition 
halls and a black box theater will rise, the new 
buildings will not be another CCP.

 “It can’t be all art,” Lizaso points out. 
“Otherwise, how can it subsist? Maybe we 
have a condotel, restaurants, and other income-
generating establishments. It will combine art and 
business.”

 Lizaso also plans to celebrate CCP’s golden 
year by paying tribute to movie themes through 
the years. The grand production, set in September, 
will take the audience down memory lane to 
the time when such songs as “Labandera Ko,” 
“Arimunding Munding,” “Sapagka’t Kami’y Tao 
Lamang,” “Dahil Sa Isang Bulaklak” and made 
moviegoers and the general public hum or sway 
to the beat of the music.

 Lizaso knows music connects generations, 
and touches people of all ages. So he’s bringing 
back the good old days through song and 
presenting them for millennials to enjoy.

 National Artist for Music Ryan Cayabyab, 
writer Floy Quintos, and director Dexter Santos 
will form the grand musical’s backbone.

 The action man is on the go again. Whether 
in a coat and tie or his favorite pair of maong 
pants which he wears to the office, Lizaso is a 
whirlwind of plans and projects.

 The CCP can look forward better years 
ahead.

 

Educational Theater Association). He 
also acted for the late Zenaida Amador’s 
Repertory Philippines, which produced Tony 
award-winning actress Lea Salonga, among 
other respected performers.

 Among Lizaso’s awards for stage are the 
Dangal ng Lipi in Theater Arts, Outstanding 
Achievement in the Field of Arts, and the 
Patnubay ng Sining at Kalinangan from his 
hometown.

 He was the only Asian invited to sit 
as jury in the sixth International Student 
Theater Festival in Belarus, where he held a 
workshop on Voice for Performance.

 In 2011, Lizaso, almost on his own, 
launched the first Philippine International 
University Theater Association Festival/
Conference/Workshops, which gathered 
more than 20 foreign theater experts and 
educators in Quezon City.

 Directors Elwood Perez and the late 
Joey Gosiengfiao were among his theater 
workshop students. Lizaso has gone 
abroad as the country’s representative in 
international theater events, and brought 
Tanghalang Ateneo’s Sintang Dalisay to a 
theater competition in Belarus, where it won 
second place.  

 Lizaso recently brought Tanghalang 
Pilipino to the International Theater 
Association’s XII World Congress and Theater 
Festival in Moscow. He and Cecile Guidote-
Alvarez started the TV anthology Balintataw.

 He directed classical musical plays Man of 
La Mancha and West Side Story and has worked 
with the late Filipino conductor-violinist Oscar 
Yatco no less.

 After theater, Lizaso ventured into 
television, where he directed Ipaglaban Mo, 
Balintataw, Hiyas, and others.

 He prides himself in discovering former 
beauty queen-actress Pilar Pilapil, whom he 
directed in Tisoy, and giving singer-actress 
Carmen Soriano her first award when she was 
with Channel 5.

 Film came next as a natural progression, 
and Lizaso, who directed the who’s who of 
Philippine cinema: the late Charito Solis, Vic 
Silayan, Rudy Fernandez, Nida Blanca, and 
director Marilou Diaz-Abaya. Lizaso also 
directed award-winning actor Eddie Garcia 
and was president of the Directors Guild of the 
Philippines.

 Lizaso organized the award-giving body 
Film Academy of the Philippines in 1983, where 
he worked with the late National Artist for Film 
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BY MAIELLE MONTAYRE
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Earlier, Dr. Pernia was with the International 
Labour Organization as Regional Adviser on 
population and employment policy for Asia 
and the Pacific. He was also the President 
of the Philippine Economic Society and 
Co-Chair of the Federation of ASEAN 
Economic Associations. 

 Dr. Pernia hails from Bohol; after 
high school he attended the San Carlos 
Major Seminary in Cebu City, graduating 
magna cum laude with a bachelor’s degree 
in Philosophy. He obtained his second 
bachelor’s degree in Economics from the 
University of San Carlos. Thereafter, Dr. 
Pernia earned his PhD degree from the 
University of California Berkeley on a Ford 
Foundation scholarship and a Smithsonian 
Institution dissertation grant. 

 In an exclusive interview, Secretary 
Pernia answers 10 of our most pressing 
questions regarding our country’s economy.

How has the current administration 
changed the Philippine economy? 
It isn’t so much about the administration 
changing the economy. When the Duterte 
administration assumed office on June 
30, 2016, we thought it made sense to 
build on the gains of the second Aquino 
administration while working on more 
economic reforms to further promote growth 
and reduce inequality. 

We appreciate President Duterte’s 
political will and determination to get things 
done quickly. For instance, the NEDA 
Board, under this administration, has already 
approved a total of 61 big-ticket projects 
amounting to PhP2.73 trillion. We have also 
seen many reforms passed recently, such as 
Tax Reform, the Ease of Doing Business 
Law, the 11th Foreign Investment Negative 
List, and the issuance of EOs 12 and 71 that 
can accelerate the implementation of the 
Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive 
Health (RPRH) Law, among others. 

The economy has also been growing 
at a respectable pace. We remain one of 
the best performing major economies in 
Asia, growing by 6 percent or higher for 
7 consecutive years now, and averaging 
6.5 percent in the first 10 quarters of this 
administration.

Our highest growth rate so far was 6.9 
percent in 2016, within our target of 6.5-
7.5 percent. For 2017, it was 6.7 percent. 

In 2018, it slowed to 6.2 percent mainly because of 
the high inflation rates during the third and fourth 
quarters, plus the poor performance of agriculture, 
exports, and manufacturing. 

How is infl ation expected to ease up this 2019 given 
that oil prices seem to be on an uptrend?
For 2019 and 2020, we see average inflation to settle 
within our target range of 2 to 4 percent, barring major 
adverse shocks.

A number of economic reforms should help reduce 
and stabilize inflation over the medium term. These 
include: (1) rice tariffication that will ensure adequate 
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PHILIPPINE ECONOMY 
AT A GLANCE

“We are 
determined to 
reach 7 to 8 
percent GDP 

growth this year,” said Secretary 
Ernesto M. Pernia of the National 
Economic and Development 
Authority (NEDA). This statement 
comes following the recent 
report on the performance of the 
Philippine economy for full-year 
2018. The Philippine economy 
registered a growth of 6.1 percent 
in the fourth quarter of 2018, and 
6.2 percent for full-year 2018. 
 As the Philippine economy 
continues to face the challenges 
of inflation, unemployment and 
poverty, the NEDA persists on its 
task of pushing for policies and 
programs that will lift the Filipino 
people towards a matatag, 
maginhawa, at panatag na buhay 
(a strongly-rooted, comfortable, 
and secure life).

THE ECONOMIST BEHIND 
THE AGENCY
Dr. Ernesto del Mar Pernia serves 
as the Secretary of Socioeconomic 
Planning, National Economic and 
Development Authority (NEDA), 
under the Duterte administration. 
Dr. Pernia is also Professor 
Emeritus of Economics at the 
University of the Philippines, 
which is an appointment for life. 

 Prior to heading the NEDA, 
he was Lead Economist at the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

Secretary of Socioeconomic Planning Ernesto M. Pernia 
clues us in on the trends and issues affecting our nation

BY MAIELLE MONTAYRE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROMEO PERALTA, JR.
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Earlier, Dr. Pernia was with the International 
Labour Organization as Regional Adviser on 
population and employment policy for Asia 
and the Pacific. He was also the President 
of the Philippine Economic Society and 
Co-Chair of the Federation of ASEAN 
Economic Associations. 

 Dr. Pernia hails from Bohol; after 
high school he attended the San Carlos 
Major Seminary in Cebu City, graduating 
magna cum laude with a bachelor’s degree 
in Philosophy. He obtained his second 
bachelor’s degree in Economics from the 
University of San Carlos. Thereafter, Dr. 
Pernia earned his PhD degree from the 
University of California Berkeley on a Ford 
Foundation scholarship and a Smithsonian 
Institution dissertation grant. 

 In an exclusive interview, Secretary 
Pernia answers 10 of our most pressing 
questions regarding our country’s economy.
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It isn’t so much about the administration 
changing the economy. When the Duterte 
administration assumed office on June 
30, 2016, we thought it made sense to 
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economic reforms to further promote growth 
and reduce inequality. 

We appreciate President Duterte’s 
political will and determination to get things 
done quickly. For instance, the NEDA 
Board, under this administration, has already 
approved a total of 61 big-ticket projects 
amounting to PhP2.73 trillion. We have also 
seen many reforms passed recently, such as 
Tax Reform, the Ease of Doing Business 
Law, the 11th Foreign Investment Negative 
List, and the issuance of EOs 12 and 71 that 
can accelerate the implementation of the 
Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive 
Health (RPRH) Law, among others. 

The economy has also been growing 
at a respectable pace. We remain one of 
the best performing major economies in 
Asia, growing by 6 percent or higher for 
7 consecutive years now, and averaging 
6.5 percent in the first 10 quarters of this 
administration.

Our highest growth rate so far was 6.9 
percent in 2016, within our target of 6.5-
7.5 percent. For 2017, it was 6.7 percent. 

In 2018, it slowed to 6.2 percent mainly because of 
the high inflation rates during the third and fourth 
quarters, plus the poor performance of agriculture, 
exports, and manufacturing. 

How is infl ation expected to ease up this 2019 given 
that oil prices seem to be on an uptrend?
For 2019 and 2020, we see average inflation to settle 
within our target range of 2 to 4 percent, barring major 
adverse shocks.

A number of economic reforms should help reduce 
and stabilize inflation over the medium term. These 
include: (1) rice tariffication that will ensure adequate 
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or activities reserved only for Filipinos, and 
opening them up for foreign investments.  The 
remaining restrictions require legislation or 
constitutional amendment. Three bills are 
pending in Congress—FIA (Foreign Investments 
Act), Public Service Act, and the Retail Trade 
Act.

What are the government’s efforts to support the 
growth of SMEs?   
Local investors are doing well, but they can be 
improved in terms of willingness to invest and 
areas of investment if we implement the Ease 
of Doing Business Law and the Anti-Red Tape 
Act. These would mean less delays in getting 
permits and licenses. Given improved connection 
between micro, small and medium enterprises 
(SMSEs) with larger enterprises, there is better 
value chain process. 

MSMEs are one of the country’s major 
economic drivers. We are also continuing to work 
in making Research & Development activities 
and output accessible to MSMEs to help increase 
their productivity and competitive advantage. 

How will the potential slowdown of China’s 
economy affect trade agreements and investments 
in the Philippines?  
Our trade with China in terms of exports have Our 
trade with China in terms of exports would be 
adversely affected, but we can make up for it with 
other markets. We need to look for other export 
markets, diversify our products and make them 
more competitive. 

How can economic growth be encouraged in 
other cities so it is not concentrated in Metro 
Manila and adjacent regions? 
The Public Investment Program 2017-2022, which 
accompanies the Philippine Development Plan, lists 
over 9,000 projects scattered all over the country. 
These are national, region-specific, as well as inter-
regional in nature— enhancing the connectivity of 
regions among themselves and with the mainstream 
economy. 

Major regional centers include Manila, Cebu, 
Davao, and Cagayan de Oro. We also have Baguio, 
Pampanga, and Batangas. Davao was not all that 
prominent before, but now it has become a prime 
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supply and affordable price of rice; (2) accelerated 
infrastructure development spending that will 
also raise the country’s productive capacity; and 
(3) BSP charter amendments that will strengthen 
monetary policy to fight inflation.

World oil futures prices are on the way down, 
which should make up for possible OPEC cuts. 

What are the government’s programs to address 
the high unemployment rate? 
We have reduced the unemployment rate that 
used to be in the double digits. Now, it’s down to 
5.3 percent, according to the latest Labor Force 
Survey in October last year. Underemployment rate 
(workers who are employed but they want to work 
more hours to increase their incomes) used to be 
20-25 percent, now it’s down to 13.3 percent, the 
lowest in over a decade. Besides BPOs (business 
process outsourcing), our infrastructure investment 
program, Build Build Build, is also helping employ 
more of our workers. 

Government is working to fast-track strategic 
measures towards full and inclusive employment. 
We need to improve social protection programs 
for workers such as unemployment insurance for 

displaced workers. Considering our country’s 
high proportion of educated women, we are 
also encouraging women to join the workforce 
through the Telecommuting Act and the full 
implementation of the Responsible Parenthood 
and Reproductive Health Law. 

Our poverty index used to be around 30 
percent in the early 1990s, but has gone down 
to 21.6 percent in 2015. Our next poverty 
numbers will come out in March from the PSA’s 
(Philippine Statistics Authority) Family Incomes 
and Expenditures Survey, conducted every three 
years. Our aim is to bring poverty down to 14 
percent by the end of this administration. With 
more jobs created, the economy should grow 
faster with poverty rate declining as well. 

How can the manufacturing sector attract 
more investments, be more competitive and 
boost exports?  
The manufacturing sector has much potential. It 
can be improved by reducing red tape, seriously 
implementing the Ease of Doing Business Law. 
We have liberalized through an EO the Foreign 
Investment Negative List, reducing more areas 

The economy 
has also been 
growing at a 
respectable 
pace. We remain 
one of the best 
performing 
major economies 
in Asia, growing 
by 6 percent 
or higher for 
7 consecutive 
years now, 
and averaging 
6.5 percent 
in the first 10 
quarters of this 
administration.

1 0  q u e s t i o n s



                   LEAGUE  j a n u a r y - f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 9    83    38   LEAGUE  j a n u a r y - f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8                       LEAGUE     j a n u a r y - f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8    39                         LEAGUE   J A N U A R Y - F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9   39    

or activities reserved only for Filipinos, and 
opening them up for foreign investments.  The 
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(SMSEs) with larger enterprises, there is better 
value chain process. 
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in making Research & Development activities 
and output accessible to MSMEs to help increase 
their productivity and competitive advantage. 

How will the potential slowdown of China’s 
economy affect trade agreements and investments 
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Our trade with China in terms of exports have Our 
trade with China in terms of exports would be 
adversely affected, but we can make up for it with 
other markets. We need to look for other export 
markets, diversify our products and make them 
more competitive. 

How can economic growth be encouraged in 
other cities so it is not concentrated in Metro 
Manila and adjacent regions? 
The Public Investment Program 2017-2022, which 
accompanies the Philippine Development Plan, lists 
over 9,000 projects scattered all over the country. 
These are national, region-specific, as well as inter-
regional in nature— enhancing the connectivity of 
regions among themselves and with the mainstream 
economy. 

Major regional centers include Manila, Cebu, 
Davao, and Cagayan de Oro. We also have Baguio, 
Pampanga, and Batangas. Davao was not all that 
prominent before, but now it has become a prime 
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supply and affordable price of rice; (2) accelerated 
infrastructure development spending that will 
also raise the country’s productive capacity; and 
(3) BSP charter amendments that will strengthen 
monetary policy to fight inflation.

World oil futures prices are on the way down, 
which should make up for possible OPEC cuts. 

What are the government’s programs to address 
the high unemployment rate? 
We have reduced the unemployment rate that 
used to be in the double digits. Now, it’s down to 
5.3 percent, according to the latest Labor Force 
Survey in October last year. Underemployment rate 
(workers who are employed but they want to work 
more hours to increase their incomes) used to be 
20-25 percent, now it’s down to 13.3 percent, the 
lowest in over a decade. Besides BPOs (business 
process outsourcing), our infrastructure investment 
program, Build Build Build, is also helping employ 
more of our workers. 

Government is working to fast-track strategic 
measures towards full and inclusive employment. 
We need to improve social protection programs 
for workers such as unemployment insurance for 

displaced workers. Considering our country’s 
high proportion of educated women, we are 
also encouraging women to join the workforce 
through the Telecommuting Act and the full 
implementation of the Responsible Parenthood 
and Reproductive Health Law. 

Our poverty index used to be around 30 
percent in the early 1990s, but has gone down 
to 21.6 percent in 2015. Our next poverty 
numbers will come out in March from the PSA’s 
(Philippine Statistics Authority) Family Incomes 
and Expenditures Survey, conducted every three 
years. Our aim is to bring poverty down to 14 
percent by the end of this administration. With 
more jobs created, the economy should grow 
faster with poverty rate declining as well. 

How can the manufacturing sector attract 
more investments, be more competitive and 
boost exports?  
The manufacturing sector has much potential. It 
can be improved by reducing red tape, seriously 
implementing the Ease of Doing Business Law. 
We have liberalized through an EO the Foreign 
Investment Negative List, reducing more areas 

The economy 
has also been 
growing at a 
respectable 
pace. We remain 
one of the best 
performing 
major economies 
in Asia, growing 
by 6 percent 
or higher for 
7 consecutive 
years now, 
and averaging 
6.5 percent 
in the first 10 
quarters of this 
administration.
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investment and tourist destination because of 
improvements in infrastructure and facilities, not 
to mention the popularity of the president.

How will federalism affect the Philippine 
economy and the different regions of the 
country?
It’s not a program that should be rushed. It’s 
better we strengthen the local economies first, 
and connect them to the mainstream economy 
dominated by Davao, Cebu, CDO, and Manila. 
We need to connect these outlying or lagging 
regions with the major urban centers so that 
they will prosper. ARMM is the poorest region 
due to unstable peace and order. That’s why the 
BARMM should perk up their local economies. 
Eastern Visayas is lagging because of its 
vulnerability to weather disturbances. Bicol is 
also a relatively poor region. To boost these 
economies, we need to improve infrastructure, 
tourism, and peace and order in those areas. 

Tell us about NEDA’s AmBisyon Natin 2040?
AmBisyon Natin 2040 is the result of a NEDA-
led nationwide survey in 2015 that explored what 
Filipinos want to have and where they want to 
be in 25 years. With a long-term vision based on 
people’s aspirations, we can better craft medium-
term development plans. The study results 
showed that Filipinos want a life that is strongly-
rooted, comfortable, and secure. Filipinos want 
to enjoy a stable and comfortable lifestyle, have 
enough for daily needs and unexpected expenses, 
be able to prepare for their children’s future, 
have their own home, have the freedom to travel, 
and be protected by a clean, efficient, and fair 
government. 

How is NEDA working towards achieving the 
Philippine Development Plan (PDP) 2017-
2022?
The PDP is crafted every six years, or at the 
start of every new administration. We review 
accomplishments every year—by monitoring 
indicators—and compare economic performance 
against targets set in the PDP. We call these 
annual updates Socioeconomic Reports (SERs). 
The latest we have available is SER 2017, which 
you may download on the NEDA website. We 
will be coming up with another SER for 2018 by 
March. That will compare what has been achieved 
relative to the targets and objectives for 2018. 
There will be some hits and misses; we hope far 
less misses than hits. The NEDA also updates the 
PDP every three years, which we call the Midterm 
Update.  

 

Government is working to fast-track 
strategic measures towards full and 

inclusive employment. We need to 
improve social protection programs 
for workers such as unemployment 

insurance for displaced workers.
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investment and tourist destination because of 
improvements in infrastructure and facilities, not 
to mention the popularity of the president.
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vulnerability to weather disturbances. Bicol is 
also a relatively poor region. To boost these 
economies, we need to improve infrastructure, 
tourism, and peace and order in those areas. 

Tell us about NEDA’s AmBisyon Natin 2040?
AmBisyon Natin 2040 is the result of a NEDA-
led nationwide survey in 2015 that explored what 
Filipinos want to have and where they want to 
be in 25 years. With a long-term vision based on 
people’s aspirations, we can better craft medium-
term development plans. The study results 
showed that Filipinos want a life that is strongly-
rooted, comfortable, and secure. Filipinos want 
to enjoy a stable and comfortable lifestyle, have 
enough for daily needs and unexpected expenses, 
be able to prepare for their children’s future, 
have their own home, have the freedom to travel, 
and be protected by a clean, efficient, and fair 
government. 

How is NEDA working towards achieving the 
Philippine Development Plan (PDP) 2017-
2022?
The PDP is crafted every six years, or at the 
start of every new administration. We review 
accomplishments every year—by monitoring 
indicators—and compare economic performance 
against targets set in the PDP. We call these 
annual updates Socioeconomic Reports (SERs). 
The latest we have available is SER 2017, which 
you may download on the NEDA website. We 
will be coming up with another SER for 2018 by 
March. That will compare what has been achieved 
relative to the targets and objectives for 2018. 
There will be some hits and misses; we hope far 
less misses than hits. The NEDA also updates the 
PDP every three years, which we call the Midterm 
Update.  

 

Government is working to fast-track 
strategic measures towards full and 

inclusive employment. We need to 
improve social protection programs 
for workers such as unemployment 

insurance for displaced workers.
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The Investments Sector of the Social Security System (SSS) has two 
main functions: to manage six SSS funds and to conduct treasury 
operations of the agency.  Overall fund management and treasury 
operations include optimal asset allocation and securities allocation, 
as well as cash management activities such as collection and 

disbursement activities and liquidity management. “We’re the treasurer of the SSS, 
but we also do investment,” says Rizaldy Capulong, the current Executive Vice 
President of Investments Sector. He has been with the SSS for almost three decades, 
starting as Senior Actuarial Researcher for the state-run social insurance in early 
1990s.  

The Investments Sector is complex and diverse. As EVP Capulong puts it, the 
SSS cannot exist without it. By design, the Investment Sector is composed of two 
divisions (Treasury and Investments Support) and three groups (Fund Management, 
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Capital Markets, and Lending and Asset 
Management). The Treasury Division is divided 
into three departments. First is Cash Management, 
which is in charge of receiving all revenues 
and disbursing all expenditures of the system. 
The revenues collected are mostly contribution 
collections or collections due to investment 
activities. Expenditures disbursed, on the other 
hand, are mainly benefits—pension, sickness, 
maternity, funeral, employees compensation, and 
also operating expenses, capital expenditures 
and investment placements. Second, Liquidity 
Management and Bank Deposits, which makes 
sure that the benefits are promptly funded and 
money is available when needed. Last is the 
Securities Settlement and Custody, which makes 
sure that all the transactions in the fixed income 
and equities market are promptly settled and acts 
as custodian of all proof of properties owned by 
SSS. The second division is Investment Support 
and has two departments. One is Accreditation, 
which handles the monitoring of third-party 
financial service providers like banks and 
remittance centers that serve as collecting and 
paying agents for the SSS as well as stock brokers, 
fixed income arrangers, government securities 
brokers, and insurance companies. The other 
department is Strategic Decision and Technical 
Support, which supports frontline operations of 
the Investments Sector as well as middle and back 
office support. This includes financial market 
analysis, systems and programming, and IT 
support, among others. 

SSS manages six funds under the newly 
created Fund Management Group. The Social 
Security Fund (mainly pension), the Employees 
Compensation or State Insurance Fund (employee 
injury insurance), and the Employees Provident 
Fund (for SSS employees) are the three biggest 
funds. The other three are the P.E.S.O. Fund 
(personal equity savings option), the Flexi-
Fund (for Overseas Filipino Workers), and the 
Mortgage Insurance Account (for housing loans).  
The strategies created by the Fund Management 
Group are then implemented by the two other 
groups—Capital Markets Group and Lending and 
Asset Management Group. The Capital Markets 
Group executes the transactions in the Philippine 
Stock Exchange and the Fixed Income Exchange 
and handles mutual funds and foreign investment 
as well as the hiring of both local and foreign 

external fund managers. The Lending and Asset 
Management Group handles loans such as salary, 
calamity, educational assistance, pension, and 
housing; and manages investment properties, 
real and other properties acquired (ROPA), and 
housing acquired assets. According to EVP 
Capulong, the Investments Sector handles over a 
trillion pesos in transactions every year.

PERFORMANCE IN THE PAST YEARS
Over the last 28 years, the average return on 
investment (ROI) of the SSS Investment Sectors 
is 10.4% with a volatility of 3.4% for a total 
investment income of P558-B. “In general, we 
have an average of about P30 billion in investment 
income for the last five years or so,” states EVP 
Capulong. “But what I think is remarkable about 
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rate. And definitely in the last two decades, we were 
able to do that,” says EVP Capulong.

PROJECTS, PROGRAMS, GOALS
Around 2013, the KaltaSSS Collect Program, 
a tie-up between SSS and Local Government 
Units (LGUs), was implemented. Its purpose is to 
expand coverage, not only to private sectors and 
professionals under the self-employed program, 
but also to Job Order employees in LGUs. The 
program is similar to a self-employed arrangement, 
wherein the JO employee has to pay the entire 
contribution rate of 11%. It is quite a special case 
since their income is coming from a government 
entity, although there is no employer-employee 
relationship, unlike most SSS members who are 
on regular employment status in the private sector. 
The program generated roughly P1.6 billion in 
collections in 2018 from about 115 thousand 
contributors.  

In terms of its lending program, the Investment 
Sector is exploring new products. In September 
2018, SSS launched the pension loan. Before, only 
active members can apply for a loan, but last year, 
SSS started lending to pensioners as well. They can 
borrow, two, four, or six months’ worth of monthly 
pension and pay it over three, six, or twelve months. 
“I think this is very much in line with the program 
of President Rodrigo Duterte to help the Filipino 
people from their dependence on 5-6 lenders. We 
can offer a much more reasonable interest rate for 
our pensioners through that loan program,” explains 
EVP Capulong. “Although currently, the pension 
loan is limited to retiree pensioners who are below 
80 years of age, I would think a long-term goal for 
this product line is to be able to give a pension loan 
to anybody who asks for it, who’s a pensioner, of 
course. But we have to do a lot of studies to be able 
to put in the right mix of features and safeguards 
for each kind of pensioner that would be allowed 
to borrow.” Prior to the pension loan, SSS has also 
started the educational assistance loan program, 
which is a joint project with the government, on a 
50%-50% sharing. The government provided P3.5 
billion funding to match the SSS’ P3.5 billion, to 
give out as educational assistance loan program to 
70,142 children of SSS members. 

By mandate, the SSS can do both domestic 
and foreign investments. However, everything 
is still domestic at present. But new things are 
happening. After insourcing for over 60 years, SSS 

has started to outsource investment management. 
The first step was to invest in domestic mutual 
funds, wherein three qualified in 2017 and 2018. By 
Social Security Commission approved accreditation 
criteria covering safety, yield, and liquidity, 
PhilEquity Fund, Inc. (Philequity Management, 
Inc.), Sun Life Prosperity Balanced Fund (Sunlife 
Asset Management Company, Inc.), and Philippine 
Stock Index Fund Corp. (BPI Asset Management 
and Trust Corporation) were the three best mutual 
fund companies for SSS. Hence, by mid 2018, SSS 
invested in them a total of P3 billion (P1 billion 
each). “We’ve started outsourcing fund management 
with domestic investments, we should be doing 
foreign investments as well via the same route, 
using mutual funds first and then external fund 
managers. SSS is currently in the process of hiring 
local external fund managers,” EVP Capulong tells 
LEAGUE. “Outsourcing foreign investment fund 
management will be more complex because we’ll 

the investment performance of the SSS is the legacy 
it has left behind over the six decades of its existence 
in terms of socioeconomic development through 
its capital market activities as well as its lending 
activities which supported 324 schools, 135 hospitals, 
and 4,656 businesses nationwide as well as over 
333,000 families of its private sector members who 
were able to shelter themselves through SSS housing 
loans. In addition, the phenomenal investment 
performance of the Employees Compensation or State 
Insurance Fund for the private sector prevented its 
bankruptcy 20 years after it was created in 1975, or 
about the mid 1990s when benefits were double the 
contributions in a year, but the investment income was 
double the benefits in a year. It could then be inferred 
that it was the investment income that enabled the 
Employees Compensation Program to survive up to 
now. Moreover, the current P488-B SSS funds can 
be considered as entirely investment income already 
as all contributions and some investment income 
were already used to pay for benefits and other 
expenditures which total P1.4-trillion over the 61 year 
history of the SSS.  

Under the present SSS charter, RA 8282 or Social 
Security Act of 1997, the SSS board shall invest and 
manage the fund following principles of safety, yield 
and liquidity. “In general, when we invest social security 
funds, we want to outperform a number of metrics like 
the inflation rate, the risk-free rate, and the wage growth 

“In general, when we invest 
social security funds, we want to 
outperform a number of metrics 
like the inflation rate, the risk-
free rate, and the wage growth 
rate. And definitely in the last two 
decades, we were able to do that.”
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probably need a global 
custodian and a foreign 
investment consultant 
as well to help in the 
rationalization, timing and 
data requirements.”  

2019 is an exciting time 
for SSS as it waits for Senate 
Bill 1753 to be signed into 
law by President Rodrigo 
Duterte, repealing Republic 
Act 8282.  In the new 
charter, SSS will introduce 
unemployment benefits, 
wherein displaced workers 
will be provided financial 
assistance equivalent to 

50% of their average monthly compensation 
for at most two months. A gradual increase in 
monthly contributions will be implemented by 
increasing the contribution rate from 11% to 15% 
by 2025 as well as adjusting the minimum and 
maximum salary credit from P1,000-P16,000 to 
P5,000-P35,000 by 2025. Consequently, this will 
further strengthen the SSS pension fund. Also 
provisioned in the bill is to make Overseas Filipino 
Workers (OFWs) coverage mandatory, ensuring 
social security protection for the increasing number 
of Filipinos working abroad. “If it becomes a law, 
we will have more leeway, more flexibility in 
investments,” says EVP Capulong. For example, 
for Lending and Asset Management, the group will 
become more definite about the rules governing 
their property development activities. 

For its treasury operations, the Investment 
Sector is looking at new channels of collection 
and disbursement, such as online credit card 
payments and accreditation of more non-bank 
remittance agents. For its lending operations, 
they are set to finish the Enhanced Loans 
Management System. For the previous year, they 
were able to improve housing loan collection by 
almost 100%, simply by sending billing letters 
after updating the database. “That was done 
December 2017, and true enough, from January 
to December 2018, we had a 90%-100% increase 
in collection for the housing loan,” shares EVP 
Capulong.

CHALLENGES, SOLUTIONS,                                         
MOTIVATIONS
The Investments Sector is pursuing activities to 
increase the ROI and investment income from 
the current average of P30 billion per year. 
Unfortunately, SSS is currently understaffed—
with 70% vacancy in the executive level and 
40% vacancy in the rank and file level. “We 
really need to hire new people. We are crafting 
new training and professional development 
programs. We have to come up with an enhanced 
Investment Professional Development Program, 
similar to what we did for our branch operations 
where the Branch Officership Program was 
implemented, wherein employees who want to 
become branch heads can undergo extensive 
training to help prepare them for promotion. We 
can do the same for the Investments Sector. We 
will give support to our employees who want to 
take investment related professional exams, and 
support their attendance in various seminars,” 
says EVP Capulong. Aside from the shortfall in 
human resources, the stock market is another 
challenge for investments. While the market went 
up in 2017, it experienced a full reversal in 2018. 
Thankfully, it’s holding up well so far this year. 

Having worked in the actuarial side 
and investment side of SSS, the EVP has a 
mission and vision of increasing the SSS ROI 
and pursuing structural solutions to poverty.  
Hopefully, he would be given the resources and 
accomplish these eventually. “Social security is a 
right,” he states. “My motivation is for Filipinos 
to have enough for their retirement. People are so 
busy, they think about the now. We need to help 
them think about and prepare for the future.” 
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“Huks,” they were initially formed to fight the 
Japanese during World War II but extended 
their rebellion against the government 
after the war. As a former guerilla fighter 
himself, he was in a great position to lead the 
counterinsurgency efforts.

Magsaysay transformed the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP), ridding 
it of corruption as the counterinsurgency 
efforts combined intelligence, combat, and 
psychological warfare to track and arrest the 
Huks, culminating to the arrest of Luis Taruc, 
an important Huk leader. The Huks who 
surrendered were provided legal assistance and 
economic opportunities, giving them their own 
house and land. 

As the Huk rebellion was effectively 
defeated and the AFP gained a newfound trust 
from the people, Magsaysay was a shoo-in to 
the presidency.

A CATCHY JINGLE PROPELLED HIM 
TO THE PRESIDENCY
At a time when presidential campaigns were 
quite a snooze, Magsaysay entered the race and 
shook things up. It was reported that his rival, 
President Quirino, hated the mambo, which, 
in the 1950s, was all the vogue. Magsaysay’s 
campaign team then came up with a catchy 
jingle titled “Mambo Magsaysay.” With Taglish 
lyrics and a chorus that gave everyone the LSS, 
it probably is still, up to this day, the catchiest 
campaign jingle ever written.

When all the votes were tallied, Magsaysay 
won the presidency by a landslide—receiving 
69 percent of total votes cast—the highest 
among all presidents, and remains unbroken to 
this day.

HE WAS BACKED TO BECOME 
PRESIDENT BY THE UNITED STATES
The United States played an essential role 
in Magsaysay’s ascent to the presidency. He 
was called “America’s Boy” and his victory 
referred to as a “U.S. Victory” by Time 
magazine. Magsaysay was quite open about 
how pro-American he was when he was alive, 
which his allies interpreted as “strategic” to 
obtain aid and concessions from the United 
States for the development of the Philippines.

HIS LEADERSHIP                                
REMAINS UNRIVALED
Magsaysay, then at 46, was the youngest 
Filipino president, and he brought a certain 

youth to the presidency with a fresh 
leadership style. He declined special 
treatment, refused the naming of towns, 
bridges, plazas after him, and popularized 
the Barong Tagalog as formal wear. He 
also opened the doors of Malacañang to the 
people, literally. The masses flocked to the 
presidential palace. Twice or thrice a week, 
Magsaysay would listen to the grievances of 
the people, in or out of his official residence.

MAGSAYSAY WORKED HARD TO 
CREATE A DIFFERENT IMAGE OF THE 
PRESIDENT
He abhorred nepotism, so much so that he 
banned his brother, a lawyer, to accept a case 
for anyone connected to the government. 
He also created the Presidential Complaints 
and Action Committee (PCAC), which heard 
all the people’s grievances and routed these 
to the concerned government agency for 
resolution. This boosted the confidence of the 
people on the government. Surely, Magsaysay 
was a trailblazer in terms of leadership style, 
a quality that many presidents would try to 
copy, to no avail.

He opened the doors of Malacañang to 
the people, literally. The masses flocked 
to the presidential palace. Twice or 
thrice a week, Magsaysay would listen 
to the grievances of the people, in or 
out of his official residence.

Magsaysay is the 
first president to 
wear the Barong 
Tagalog in his 
presidential 
inauguration.

I N  R E T R O S P E C T

Who is the country’s greatest 
president? Go on, ask 
around. Chances are, Ramon 
Magsaysay is sure to come 

up, if not top the list among many Filipinos. 
Anyone would be quick to point out that 
he was the president during the so-called 
“Golden Years” of the Philippines, the 
1950s—a time when fake news and online 
trolls are but non-existent.

While it is rather futile to identify “the 
best president” because all administrations 
had their share of controversies and 
scandals, many of us look back at the 1950s 
as a great time for the country. It has barely 
been a decade since the end of a world 
war that ravaged Manila and the rest of the 
country. Rebuilding from the ground up, the 
Philippines was roaring to get back on its 
feet, rise as a developing nation, and take its 
place in the international pageant.

This is the state of the country when 
leaders such as Magsaysay rose. But 
Magsaysay is not like any other guy—
in fact, he is not like any president that 
came before him. Here are some unique 
facts about arguably the best-remembered 
president of the country.

Remembering Magsaysay
What made Ramon Magsaysay the 
country’s most popular president?

BY JOHN LEE CANDELARIA

HE CAME FROM A HUMBLE 
BACKGROUND 
Magsaysay was born in Iba, Zambales in 1907 
to a blacksmith father and a school teacher 
mother. Unlike any other president before him, 
he did not come from an elite family. All this 
helped enhance his image to the electorate 
when he ran as congress representative in 
1946. He served two terms and was chair of the 
House National Defense Committee.

His humble beginnings were also reflected 
in his lifestyle, even when he became president 
later on. His house was simple, and his clothes 
were basic (an “aloha” shirt and slacks). He 
drove his car and spoke the language of the 
masses. People knew him as a former auto 
mechanic who did not get high grades in 
school (he was kicked out of the University of 
the Philippines). All of these made him very 
relatable and endeared him to the people. 

HE LED AN UNPRECEDENTED 
COUNTERINSURGENCY EFFORT
But it was during his tenure as Secretary of 
National Defense under President Elpidio 
Quirino that Magsaysay took the spotlight, 
as he led the successful campaign against the 
Hukbalahap guerillas. Popularly known as 

 Ramon Magsaysay, third president of the Third Republic, 
sporting the Barong Tagalog.

Magsaysay spoke the language of the people and easily captured his audience 
with his wit and charm.
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HE IS THE ONLY PRESIDENT TO DIE IN 
AN ACCIDENT
Magsaysay’s term was set to end in 1957 when 
it was cut short by a plane crash on March 16, 
1957. Magsaysay was on his way to Manila 
from a speaking engagement in Cebu. 

His unexpected death ensured that he would 
be remembered well by the people. It was 
estimated that 2 million people attended his 
state funeral, and he was referred to as the “idol 
of the masses.”

Magsaysay’s example as an exemplary public 
official is immortalized through the Ramon 
Magsaysay Award, an annual award given to 
exceptional individuals, and internationally 
regarded as the Asian counterpart to the Nobel 
Prize.

He also created 
the Presidential 
Complaints and Action 
Committee (PCAC), 
which heard all the 
people’s grievances 
and routed these 
to the concerned 
government agency 
for resolution. 
This boosted the 
confidence of the 
people on the 
government.

The influence of Magsaysay’s unique 
leadership reverberates up to this day. Leaders 
have come and gone touting the same tough 
talk style, simple living, or coming from an 
impoverished background. One thing is true, 
though: Ramon Magsaysay will always be a 
popular past president for the simple reason 
that he served as an inspiration for Filipinos 
past, present, and future.

On March 17, 
1957, the 
plane carrying 
Magsaysay 
crashed in Mt. 
Manunggal, 
Cebu.

Magsaysay 
was a guerilla 
fighter and 
commander 
during WWII.

Magsaysay, 
wearing his 
aloha shirt, 

in one of his 
barrio-to-barrio 

campaigns, 
a campaign 

innovation he 
pioneered.

People flocked to the funeral procession of Magsaysay; many of them joined the funeral 
mass held at the Quirino Grand Stand.


