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Godfrey T. Dancel
Editor in Chief

“Remember to celebrate milestones as you 
prepare for the road ahead.” Thus said 
Nelson Mandela, a social activist who 

became South Africa’s first democratically elected 
president.   

As we celebrate LEAGUE’s second anniversary, we 
look back at our achievements even as we affirm our 
readiness to take the next steps forward. 

In the past two years, we have succeeded in bridging 
the archipelago by featuring stories of inspiring Filipino 
leadership, innovation, progress, and best practices 
in local governance. Today, LEAGUE has become an 
indispensable source of information and inspiration for 
local leaders from across the country. Our strong online 

presence has also enabled us not only to reach a wider audience but also to get a better 
feel of our readers’ views on various issues that impact their daily lives.    

In all these, we have remained true to our vision of being the primary source of 
information, innovations, and motivation for local government officials to do their duties 
and responsibilities efficiently and with integrity, and to empower ordinary citizens to do 
their best in nation building.   

As we mark our second anniversary, we reaffirm our commitment to take you into the 
heart of local governance in the Philippines. In this issue, we focus, among others, on a 
number of local leaders and how they have transformed their localities.    

We examine how Manila Mayor Isko Moreno once again takes the limelight, not as an 
actor but as leader of the country’s capital. Having defeated two political giants, all eyes 
are on him as he tries to defeat the gigantic problems Manila is facing.  

We visit Sorsogon Governor Chiz Escudero, who has gone back to his roots. We 
relate how he has managed the transition from being a national legislator to local chief 
executive.     

Meanwhile, we take a look at how Macrohon, Southern Leyte Mayor Alan Jose Aroy 
and his constituents have effectively used eco-management to attain sustainable growth. 

We listen to Silang, Cavite Vice Mayor Aidel Belamide as he shares what drives him 
to work hard every day and how his being young serves as both a challenge and a gift for 
him as a public servant.

We get to know Makati Councilor Jhong Hilario deeper as he talks about his father’s 
legacy and how he has managed to fulfill his duties as a public servant despite his 
continued appearance in a noontime program and other shows. 

In this issue, we bring back an old column, “Legal Opinion,” where a lawyer gives 
legal advice on LGU-related matters. We shed light on the Safe Spaces Act, its major 
areas of concern and what LGUs are mandated to do.

We also introduce a new column called “The Law in Action.” Through this column, we 
hope to be able to discuss important laws and how these impact local governments. In this 
issue, we discuss specific provisions of the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act and 
cite evidence of compliance by local government units across the country.        

We thank you for your continued support and hope that you remain our partners in 
promoting good governance in the years to come. 
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   MMDA, GOV’T AGENCIES SOUND 
   THE ALARM FOR THE ‘BIG ONE’

Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA) together 
with the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management  
Council (NDRRMC), Department of Interior and Local 
Government (DILG), Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (PHIVOLCS) and more government agencies 
conducted the Metro Manila Shake Drill on July 27.

The agencies gathered together at the MMDA headquarters 
in Makati and sounded all alarms for the earthquake drill 
at 4 in the morning. A text blast was also done, signifying 
all registered numbers of the drill. During the program, 
MMDA personnel were quick to duck, cover and hold—the 
recommended safety practice to do during an earthquake.

Briefing soon followed, with all the personnel 
demonstrating immediate response from concerned agencies: 
MMDA, NDRRMC, DILG, 
PHIVOLCS, Philippine National 
Police (PNP), Bureau of Fire 
Protection (BFP), National 
Telecommunications Commission 
(NTC), the local government units 
(LGUs) and representatives from 
private sectors.

The earthquake drill—dubbed 
as the #mmshakedrill initiated an 
evacuation plan in four quadrants 
where local government units 
should respond fast enough once 
calamity hits their area.

Mayor Vico Sotto led the risk 
response team in the first quadrant 
in Pasig.

Quezon City had Mayor Joy Belmonte guiding the 
personnel in the second quadrant in Ayala Technohub.

The third quadrant situated in Manila had Mayor Isko 
Moreno leading the response.

In Pasay City, Imelda “Emi” Calixto Rubiano responded to 
the evacuation call in the fourth and final quadrant.

Michael Salalima, chief of the MMDA’s Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Council said that this evacuation 
drill aimed for people to understand how to prepare and 
respond once an earthquake—especially the ‘Big One’ —hits 
Metro Manila.

He added that MMDA and all concerned agencies are 
evaluating the cities’ capabilities to respond. 

“We are looking into the varied capabilities [of the local 
government units to respond and help] after different 
scenarios like fire incident, structure collapse, and high angle-
rescue…not only in cities but also in the barangay level,”  
he said.
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PARAÑAQUE LAUNCHES 
EXPRESS LANE OPERATION 2.0, 
SIMPLIFIES BUSINESS PERMIT 
PROCESS

With the launch of Express Lane 
Operation (ELO) 2.0, Parañaque City 
has become the country’s first local 
government unit (LGU) that is “fully 
compliant” with President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s order to streamline business 
permit processes.

Parañaque City Mayor Edwin Olivarez 
led the launch of Express Lane Operation 
2.0 (ELO 2.0) last August 8. The project 
aims to simplify the process of applying 
for business and working permits by 
computerizing the system, reducing the 
steps from ten to four.

“This should boost our ongoing 
efforts to digitize and computerize all 
our systems, especially those involving 
applications for business and work 
permits, which will enhance investor 
confidence and improve service 
delivery,” Olivarez said.

Parañaque Business Permits and 
Licensing Office (BPLO) Head 
Melanie Malaya explained that the 
system also gathers the necessary 
requirements, such as work permit, 
health permit, and police clearance.

Afterwards, clients will be issued 
a Parañaque HELP card. This 
clearance identification card contains 
the aforementioned permits and 
clearances. 

The Parañaque officials also 
presented the smart kiosks where 
people can print applications for 
permit renewal and statement of 
account, containing the quarterly 
business tax fee.

The City of Pasig led by Mayor 
Victor Ma. Regis “Vico” N. Sotto 
and Presidential Communications 
Operations Office (PCOO) Assistant 
Secretary Kristian R. Ablan signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) for the implementation of 
the Freedom of Information (FOI) 
Program in public libraries of the 
city.

The MOU states that FOI 
Philippines shall provide Pasig’s 
public libraries with information 
materials and collaterals, while 
the city government shall allocate 
computers to be utilized as FOI 
kiosks for the public.

“The FOI Philippines continues to 
strengthen its efforts in improving 
the public’s awareness on the 
implementation of the FOI Program 
to encourage more Filipinos to 
effectively exercise their right to 
access information in the pursuit of 
transparency in the public service,” 
said Ablan, FOI Philippines Program 
Director.

FOI Philippines’ eFOI Portal 
(www.foi.gov.ph) is an online 
portal for requesting information 
or documents from government 
offices. The eFOI Portal shall be 
used in public libraries to encourage 
Filipinos, especially those residing in 
the City of Pasig, to ask information 
from the government.

MINDA LINKS WITH 
LGUS FOR ANTI-POVERTY 
PROGRAMS
The Mindanao Development 

Authority (MinDA) will tap local 
government units (LGUs) as it 
initiates various poverty reduction 
programs.

MinDA Chairperson Manuel 
Piñol said that poverty needs to be 
addressed with “doable and practical 
programs” which can be “owned 
and implemented” by LGUs in 
Mindanao.

“Our target is to lift up these 
Mindanao provinces in the list of the 
poorest provinces of the country,” 
Piñol said.

Piñol said MinDa will address 
immediate concerns such as the 
plummeting price of paddy rice and 
low price of coconut products. He 
also noted the need for more roads 
for the production areas and fish 
ports.

“Investments will not come 
if we do not have the needed 
infrastructure,” he pointed out.

MinDA, through a position paper 
on the allocation of an equitable 
budget share for Mindanao, pointed 
out that public investment in 
infrastructure, economic growth, and 
ultimately, poverty reduction, come 
hand in hand in ushering sustainable 
development.

To catch up with the Duterte 
administration’s target of boosting the 
island’s economy by seven to eight 
percent, and reducing poverty to 20 
percent by the year 2022, MinDA said 
it will continue to push for a Php1.35 
trillion budget for Mindanao—to be 
utilized in the next three years. 

PASIG CITY, FOI PH 
COLLABORATE FOR 
LIBRARY PROJECT
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INTERVIEWS BY SHIMICO DIANNE NAKAMURA

DEFENSE AGAINST DENGUE

BARANGAY CONNECTION

In order to prevent the dengue 
epidemic from affecting 
our barangay, we have been 
conducting the following:
- Regular and intensified cleanup 
drives through the collaboration 
of our street sweepers, various 
departments of the barangay, 
NGOs, and the residents. 
- Fumigation activities in 
collaboration with the city 
government in areas that are 
prone to infestation of mosquitoes. 
- Ensuring that our health center 
is equipped with enough dengue 
testing kits for immediate 
detection. 
- Raising awareness through our 
barangay health workers and our 
social media accounts. 
- In the future, we intend to 
release more dengue awareness 
materials.
Kap. Thomas Raymond Lising 
Barangay San Antonio Pasig City

Our barangay conducts mosquito 
fogging and misting in schools, 
public markets, etc. Recently, 
we focused on checking and 
cleaning plant pots and other open 
containers with stagnant water 
where mosquitos may stay and 
reproduce. We also conduct regular 
cleanup drives in the creek between 
Ateneo Housing and Dela Costa 
Subdivision to prevent dengue cases 
in the area.
SK Chairman Jasper Albert Almocera 
Barangay Barangka, Marikina City

Barangay Pansol has a low number of dengue casualties and 
we believe that it’s because we are strictly complying with the 
cleanup drive directive. DILG urged every barangay to conduct 
cleanup drives on creeks, estuaries, and rivers every Saturday. 
Aside from the cleanup drive, our barangay has also strictly 
implemented waste management programs since the rainy 
season started. We also conduct mosquito spraying to prevent 
dengue outbreak in our barangay. 
Kap. Joseph Mahusay,  
Barangay Pansol, Quezon City
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SGLG. I modified the bill filed by Senator Poe on 
giving the President emergency powers on transport, 
not only to cover Metro Manila, but also all the urban 
growth centers in the Philippines,” said Tolentino.

LCP 2016-2019 ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORT
Outgoing LCP National Chairperson Cong. Lani 

Cayetano and outgoing LCP National President Atty. Ed 
Pamintuan were also present for the turnover ceremony 
of the LCP leadership.

In his final address as LCP’s National President for 
2016-2019, Pamintuan reported the accomplishments of 
his administration for the past three years.

“I was entrusted to lead the LCP at a period that 
was marked by challenging, yet exciting developments, 
both national and international, that greatly impacted 
our local governments. But together, we pressed on 
and we delivered substantial results that redound to the 
benefit of our members. I am deeply grateful that each 
one of you has been supportive of this administration,” 
Pamintuan said.

The conduct of the 68th General Assembly of the 
LCP was made possible through the generous support 
of TriMotors Technology Corporation (Gold Sponsor), 
Signify Philippines, Inc. (Silver Sponsor), and Meralco.

ABOUT LCP
The LCP is the official association of cities in the 

country mandated to ventilate, articulate, and crystalize 
issues affecting cities. It is duly registered with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission as a non-stock, 
nonprofit organization. Recognizing that the country’s 
progress is contingent upon the development of its 
local governments, the LCP works toward building the 
capacities of cities through projects and programs that 
touch on various aspects of local governance.

(Top) Mayor Bing in 
conversation with 
Mayor Isko and Ormoc 
City Mayor Richard 
Gomez. (Left) Cebu 
Mayor Edgardo Labella 
delivering his inaugural 
address as the new 
National Chairperson of 
the LCP.

LCP mayors and members of the LCP board join Senator 
Tolentino and Tangub City Mayor Jennifer Tan for a selfie.

(From left) Outgoing LCP President Atty. Edgardo Pamintuan; Mayor Bing Leonardia; Mayor 
Edgardo Labella; and outgoing LCP Chair Cong. Lani Cayetano (Right) Outgoing LCP National 
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cities in his acceptance speech.

“The most fundamental agenda for the League 
is to be in line with the visions of the Duterte 
administration. The agenda made by the LCP 
Secretariat should be supplementary to what the 
mayors have in mind so we could have a platform 
that is an embodiment of each mayor” said 
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for Transportation; and Marawi Mayor Majul 
Gandamra, Focal Mayor for Muslim Affairs.

LGU REPRESENTATION IN THE SENATE
Senator Francis Tolentino graced the event to 

induct the new set of officers.
As a former LCP National President and current 

Chairperson of the Senate Committee on Local 
Government, Tolentino invited mayors to work 
more closely with him in pursuing the interests of 
LGUs.

“I filed a resolution encouraging DILG to 
include the smart cities concept as a part of the 
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 Mayor Bing delivers his first address as the National President of the LCP.
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support of his presidency.
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SGLG. I modified the bill filed by Senator Poe on 
giving the President emergency powers on transport, 
not only to cover Metro Manila, but also all the urban 
growth centers in the Philippines,” said Tolentino.

LCP 2016-2019 ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORT
Outgoing LCP National Chairperson Cong. Lani 

Cayetano and outgoing LCP National President Atty. Ed 
Pamintuan were also present for the turnover ceremony 
of the LCP leadership.

In his final address as LCP’s National President for 
2016-2019, Pamintuan reported the accomplishments of 
his administration for the past three years.

“I was entrusted to lead the LCP at a period that 
was marked by challenging, yet exciting developments, 
both national and international, that greatly impacted 
our local governments. But together, we pressed on 
and we delivered substantial results that redound to the 
benefit of our members. I am deeply grateful that each 
one of you has been supportive of this administration,” 
Pamintuan said.

The conduct of the 68th General Assembly of the 
LCP was made possible through the generous support 
of TriMotors Technology Corporation (Gold Sponsor), 
Signify Philippines, Inc. (Silver Sponsor), and Meralco.

ABOUT LCP
The LCP is the official association of cities in the 

country mandated to ventilate, articulate, and crystalize 
issues affecting cities. It is duly registered with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission as a non-stock, 
nonprofit organization. Recognizing that the country’s 
progress is contingent upon the development of its 
local governments, the LCP works toward building the 
capacities of cities through projects and programs that 
touch on various aspects of local governance.
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Last year, village leaders from at least 20 
barangays in Puerto Princesa City, Palawan 
attended a series of ecological solid waste 
management training sessions. The foreign-
funded training was facilitated by a non-
government organization in line with the local 
government’s solid waste management program.  

In Alaminos, Pangasinan, the “No Segregation, No 
Collection” policy has made it easier for waste pickers 
to recover recyclables and plastics. The plastics they 
recover are cleaner, and it is easier for them to sell 
these items back.   

Barangay-based composting and recycling 
schemes run by individual entrepreneurs, 
cooperatives, and NGOs have turned into profitable 
endeavors in Cebu City. These were established 
with technical and financial assistance from the 
city government.    

The National Solid Waste Management 
Commission (NSWMC) approved on December 2018 
the 10-year Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP) 
of Iloilo province. The commission also approved 
the plans of the towns of Bingawan, Dumangas, 
Laganes, and Oton. With this, 28 of the province’s 
43 LGUs now have approved SWMPs. 

THE LAW IN ACTION

DUTIES OF THE CITY AND MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT BOARD
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the plans of the towns of Bingawan, Dumangas, 
Laganes, and Oton. With this, 28 of the province’s 
43 LGUs now have approved SWMPs. 

THE LAW IN ACTION

BY GABRIEL D. AGLIPAY

RRepublic Act 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 
2000 is a landmark law in the field of environmental protection. It 
was signed into law on January 26, 2001, and its implementing rules 

and regulations were adopted on December 20, 2001. The law provides 
for a comprehensive approach to solid waste management. This covers the 
generation, storage, collection, transfer, transport, processing, and disposal 
of solid waste. 

RA 9003 mandates the establishment of Solid Waste Management 
Boards (SWMB) in LGUs. It also enumerates prohibited acts and sets 
penalties for such. Get to know the duties of SWMBs as well as prohibited 
acts and penalties through this article. 

DUTIES OF THE CITY AND MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT BOARD
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Develop a City/Municipal Solid Waste Management Plan that shall ensure long-term 
solid waste management. The board shall consult various sectors and integrate the 
solid waste management plans of barangayssolid waste management plans of barangayssolid waste management plans of  in its area of jurisdiction.   barangays in its area of jurisdiction.   barangays

Adopt measures to promote solid waste management programs in component Adopt measures to promote solid waste management programs in component Adopt measures to promote solid waste management programs in component Adopt measures to promote solid waste management programs in component Adopt measures to promote solid waste management programs in component Adopt measures to promote solid waste management programs in component Adopt measures to promote solid waste management programs in component 
barangaysbarangays and ensure that these are doable and effectively implemented.  and ensure that these are doable and effectively implemented. barangays and ensure that these are doable and effectively implemented. barangaysbarangays and ensure that these are doable and effectively implemented. barangays

Adopt specific revenue-generating measures to promote the viability of their Adopt specific revenue-generating measures to promote the viability of their 
solid waste management plan.solid waste management plan.

Convene regular meetings to plan and coordinate the implementation of the Convene regular meetings to plan and coordinate the implementation of the 
solid waste management plans of the component barangays.solid waste management plans of the component barangays.

Review the solid waste management plan every two years or as the Review the solid waste management plan every two years or as the 
need arises to keep up with developments in the field of solid waste need arises to keep up with developments in the field of solid waste 
management.

Recommend to appropriate local officials specific measures regarding the Recommend to appropriate local officials specific measures regarding the Recommend to appropriate local officials specific measures regarding the 
collection, transfer, storage, processing, recycling, or disposal of solid waste.  collection, transfer, storage, processing, recycling, or disposal of solid waste.  collection, transfer, storage, processing, recycling, or disposal of solid waste.  

Recommend measures and safeguards against pollution and for the Recommend measures and safeguards against pollution and for the Recommend measures and safeguards against pollution and for the Recommend measures and safeguards against pollution and for the Recommend measures and safeguards against pollution and for the Recommend measures and safeguards against pollution and for the 
preservation of the natural ecosystem. preservation of the natural ecosystem. preservation of the natural ecosystem. preservation of the natural ecosystem. preservation of the natural ecosystem. preservation of the natural ecosystem. preservation of the natural ecosystem. preservation of the natural ecosystem. preservation of the natural ecosystem. 

Monitor the implementation of the solid waste management plan through the Monitor the implementation of the solid waste management plan through the 
barangays and in cooperation with the private sector and NGOs. and in cooperation with the private sector and NGOs.barangays and in cooperation with the private sector and NGOs.barangays

Trash Talk What you need to know about the Solid Waste 
Management Act of 2000
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PROHIBITED ACTS AND CORRESPONDING PENALTIES

VIOLATION FINE AND/OR PENALTY

The Environment Code of the City of San Carlos 
in Negros Occidental, among others, localizes 
the provisions of RA 9003. It identifies other 
improper solid waste management-related 
activities and 
penalizes 
such 
accordingly.   

Parañaque City has 
a “No Segregation, 
No Collection Policy 
on Waste,” with 
corresponding 
fines and penalties 
for violators, 
including owners 
of commercial 
and industrial 
establishments 
and/or association 
officers allowing or 
aiding the disposal 
and collection of 
mixed wastes.   
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Payment of not less than Php300 but not more Payment of not less than Php300 but not more Payment of not less than Php300 but not more Payment of not less than Php300 but not more 
than Php1000     OR      
Community service for not less than 1 day to not Community service for not less than 1 day to not Community service for not less than 1 day to not Community service for not less than 1 day to not Community service for not less than 1 day to not Community service for not less than 1 day to not 
more than 15 days to the LGU of the place where more than 15 days to the LGU of the place where 
the violation was committed OR BOTHthe violation was committed OR BOTH

Payment of not less than Php300 but not more Payment of not less than Php300 but not more Payment of not less than Php300 but not more Payment of not less than Php300 but not more Payment of not less than Php300 but not more Payment of not less than Php300 but not more 
than Php1000    OR      
Imprisonment of not less than 1 day to not more Imprisonment of not less than 1 day to not more Imprisonment of not less than 1 day to not more 
than 15 days OR BOTH
                    

Payment of not less than Php1000 but not more Payment of not less than Php1000 but not more Payment of not less than Php1000 but not more Payment of not less than Php1000 but not more 
than Php3000     OR              than Php3000     OR              than Php3000     OR              than Php3000     OR              
Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not Imprisonment of not less than 15 days to not 
more than 6 months OR BOTHmore than 6 months OR BOTHmore than 6 months OR BOTHmore than 6 months OR BOTHmore than 6 months OR BOTHmore than 6 months OR BOTH

1 Throwing or dumping waste matter, or littering 
in public places such as roads, sidewalks, canals, 
esterosesteros, and parks; or making or letting others do , and parks; or making or letting others do esteros, and parks; or making or letting others do esteros
the samethe same

2  Undertaking activities or operating, collecting   Undertaking activities or operating, collecting 
or transporting equipment in violation of or transporting equipment in violation of or transporting equipment in violation of 
sanitation, operation and other requirements sanitation, operation and other requirements sanitation, operation and other requirements 
3 Burning solid waste on the ground or in an open  Burning solid waste on the ground or in an open  Burning solid waste on the ground or in an open 
receptaclereceptacle

4 Making or letting others collect waste that has  Making or letting others collect waste that has  Making or letting others collect waste that has 
not been sorted or segregatednot been sorted or segregatednot been sorted or segregated
5 Squatting in open dumps and landfills Squatting in open dumps and landfills
6 Dumping or burying waste matter in flood-Dumping or burying waste matter in flood-
prone areas
7 Removing, without authority, recyclable materials Removing, without authority, recyclable materials 
meant to be collected by authorized personsmeant to be collected by authorized persons
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14  Constructing or operating landfills or any 
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watershed area

PROHIBITED ACTS AND CORRESPONDING PENALTIES
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The Environment Code of the City of San Carlos 
in Negros Occidental, among others, localizes 
the provisions of RA 9003. It identifies other 
improper solid waste management-related 
activities and 
penalizes 
such 
accordingly.   

Parañaque City has 
a “No Segregation, 
No Collection Policy 
on Waste,” with 
corresponding 
fines and penalties 
for violators, 
including owners 
of commercial 
and industrial 
establishments 
and/or association 
officers allowing or 
aiding the disposal 
and collection of 
mixed wastes.   
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95 DAYS OF UNREST

We can’t 
just sit here 
and read our 

books. That’s no use. I 
think the city is more 
important than our 
academics,” 17-year-old 
high school student Kris 
Fan said.

TALKING POINTS

ONE COUNTRY, TWO SYSTEMS

GIVE ME LIBERTY
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This agreement gave birth to the 
“One Country, Two Systems” rule, 
wherein Hong Kong would have its 
mini-constitution. Also known as 
the Basic Law, it “preserves Hong 
Kong’s familiar legal system and 
the rights and freedoms enjoyed 
there,” as put by Thatcher. The 
people of Hong Kong were allowed 
freedom of the press, assembly,  
and more.

And so when the extradition bill 
was introduced last February 12, 
people did not take it sitting down. 

95 DAYS OF UNREST
The extradition bill, which is at the 
center of the current controversy, 
was introduced to solve a murder 
case. In 2018, a 19-year-old Hong 
Kong national named Chan Tong-
Kai allegedly killed his pregnant 
girlfriend in Taiwan. He managed 
to escape to Hong Kong before an 
arrest could be made. Because of 
the lack of an extradition treaty 
between Hong Kong and Taiwan, 
Chan could not be sent back to 
Taiwan to be prosecuted. 

Experts, however, speculate that 
the above reason is just a front for 
China’s real motive: to exert more 
power over Hong Kong. Jerome 

Cohen, an Asia expert at the Council 
on Foreign Relations, said that the 
Chan murder case is just a “phony 
excuse.”

Since the bill was submitted to 
the legislature on April 3, multiple 
marches, clashes, and transport 
disruptions have occurred. On April 
28, tens of thousands protested, 
leading to the bills’ amendment on 
May 31. But that wasn’t enough 
and on June 4, people gathered to 
remember the 30th anniversary of the 
Tiananmen Square massacre. 

On June 4, 1989, the student-
led protests in Beijing ended in a 
bloody massacre when the Chinese 
government used military force and 
opened fire on the crowd. Numbers 
are unclear, but the death toll was 
roughly hundreds to thousands. 
Hong Kong is the only Chinese 
territory allowed to commemorate 
what happened in Tiananmen Square 
since mainland China erased any 
mention of the incident from their 
history books and the Internet. Any 
information released thereafter 
has been dismissed by the Chinese 
government as “fabricated material.” 

“Hong Kong is a very free 
society. We uphold and safeguard the 
rights and freedoms of individuals 

in Hong Kong,” Hong Kong Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam said. “If there 
are public gatherings to express their 
views and feelings on a particular 
historic incident, we fully respect 
those views.”

On June 9, hundreds of 
thousands took to the streets to 
protest the bill. The crowd marched 
from Victoria Park to Admiralty. 
Despite the public outcry, 
deliberations on the bill still pushed 
through on June 11. However, the 
following day, black-clad protesters 
gathered around the Legislative 

We can’t 
just sit here 
and read our 

books. That’s no use. I 
think the city is more 
important than our 
academics,” 17-year-old 
high school student Kris 
Fan said.

TALKING POINTS

T
he numbers speak for themselves: almost 1200 protest-related 
arrests and roughly 2,300 tear gas canisters and 500 rubber bullets 
fired. The tension continues to escalate in one of the most bustling 
economic and financial hubs in Asia—Hong Kong. To understand 
the protests, it is important to study its history, which goes 
beyond the past few months. 

ONE COUNTRY, TWO SYSTEMS
In the 1840s, the British took over Hong Kong during the Opium Wars and 
continued to rule for the next century and a half. However, in 1898, the 
British signed a 99-year contract for their hold over Hong Kong. As the 
“expiry date” drew closer, British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
Chinese Premier Deng Xiaoping negotiated in 1984. This led to the joint 
declaration that Hong Kong would revert to Chinese rule on July 1, 1997. 
But there was a catch—China had to give Hong Kong a high degree of 
autonomy for 50 years (until 2047).

Weeks of protests and 
there is no end in sight 

for the Hong Kong 
unrest. How did it start 
and what happens next?  

We look back at the 
history…

GIVE ME LIBERTY

BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOS BY DEACON LUI
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thousands formed a human chain 
across Hong Kong on August 
23. Two days later, police fired 
a live warning shot for the first 
time. According to Police Senior 
Superintendent Kong Wing-Cheung, 
21 officers sustained injuries that 
weekend.

At this point, Lam insisted that 
the administration will not concede 
to any of the protesters’ demands. 
“In the last two months or so, the 
government has repeatedly given a 
reply to the demands from different 
people,” Lam said at a press 
conference on August 27. “It is not 
a question of not responding—it is 
a question of not accepting those 
demands.”

Nearing the end of August, six 
were arrested on protest-related 
charges and clashes in the metro 
suspended five train lines. As school 

started in September, teachers were 
met with partially-empty classrooms. 
Ten out of 13 universities staged 
class boycotts, and an estimated 100 
secondary schools are also planning 
class strikes. 

“The city is dying,” 17-year-old 
high school student Kris Fan said. 
“We can’t just sit here and read 
our books. That’s no use. I think 
the city is more important than our 
academics.”

On September 4, Lam announced 
the withdrawal of the extradition 
bill. But at this point, with four other 
demands still unanswered, such move 
is seen as being too little. And so, the 
protests rage on into their 14th week.

FIVE DEMANDS, NOT ONE LESS
Currently, the protesters (notably 

leaderless) agree on five key demands: 
withdrawal of the extradition bill, 

Lam’s resignation, independent 
inquiry on police brutality, release 
of arrested protesters, and greater 
democratic freedoms.

Hong Kong’s administration 
conceded to one demand. But the 
withdrawal of the bill on September 
4 has done very little to ease the 
tension and violence in the streets of 
Hong Kong. And many fear that this 
could lead to a crackdown. October 
1 will mark the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China. However, what 
will happen in the next few weeks 
or months remains hard to predict.

“How this is going to play out 
is really hard to say,” Victoria Hui, 
political science professor at the 
University of Notre Dame, said to 
Vox reporter Jen Kirby. “But Hong 
Kong will definitely never be  
the same.”

With four more 
unresolved demands 

and increasing 
violence, the future of 

Hong Kong hangs in 
the balance. 
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Council building to block the debate 
on the bill. Seventy-two protesters 
were injured. Police Commissioner 
Stephen Lo justified the use of 
force as a way to control the “riot 
situation.”

Over 2 million people gathered 
on June 16 to march from Victoria 
Park to the Legislative Council 
building. Protesters demanded both 
the withdrawal of the bill and Lam’s 
resignation. Since then, clashes 
between the police and protesters 
became more violent, with some of 
them happening in metro stations—
even inside the trains.

The metro stations are not the 
only ones affected, but also the Hong 
Kong International Airport. Protesters 
managed to enter the arrivals hall and 
thousands were stranded as hundreds 
of flights were cancelled in the 
world’s 8th busiest airport.

Despite the 
fatigue felt 
on all fronts, 

both sides are not 
backing down. The 
withdrawal had almost 
no effect because, as 
the protesters would cry 
out,“Five Demands, Not 
One Less!”

“This is a disaster for Hong 
Kong that will cost tens of millions 
of dollars,” said Geoffrey Thomas, 
Editor in Chief of airlineratings.
com.

The protests at the airport 
lasted for days. Amid the chaos, 
increasing pressure from Beijing led 
to the resignation of Cathay Pacific 
CEO Rupert Hogg. Hong Kong’s 
flagship carrier has fired employees 
for taking part in the protests and 
has warned the rest from doing the 
same.

On August 20, Lam announced 
that they would launch a fact-
finding study on the protests which 
will be released in six months. She 
also mentioned that the proposal 
is “dead,” but did not announce a 
formal withdrawal.

To commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of the Baltic Way, 

22   LEAGUE    

PB   LEAGUE  O C T O B E R - N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8    

thousands formed a human chain 
across Hong Kong on August 
23. Two days later, police fired 
a live warning shot for the first 
time. According to Police Senior 
Superintendent Kong Wing-Cheung, 
21 officers sustained injuries that 
weekend.

At this point, Lam insisted that 
the administration will not concede 
to any of the protesters’ demands. 
“In the last two months or so, the 
government has repeatedly given a 
reply to the demands from different 
people,” Lam said at a press 
conference on August 27. “It is not 
a question of not responding—it is 
a question of not accepting those 
demands.”

Nearing the end of August, six 
were arrested on protest-related 
charges and clashes in the metro 
suspended five train lines. As school 

started in September, teachers were 
met with partially-empty classrooms. 
Ten out of 13 universities staged 
class boycotts, and an estimated 100 
secondary schools are also planning 
class strikes. 

“The city is dying,” 17-year-old 
high school student Kris Fan said. 
“We can’t just sit here and read 
our books. That’s no use. I think 
the city is more important than our 
academics.”

On September 4, Lam announced 
the withdrawal of the extradition 
bill. But at this point, with four other 
demands still unanswered, such move 
is seen as being too little. And so, the 
protests rage on into their 14th week.

FIVE DEMANDS, NOT ONE LESS
Currently, the protesters (notably 

leaderless) agree on five key demands: 
withdrawal of the extradition bill, 

Lam’s resignation, independent 
inquiry on police brutality, release 
of arrested protesters, and greater 
democratic freedoms.

Hong Kong’s administration 
conceded to one demand. But the 
withdrawal of the bill on September 
4 has done very little to ease the 
tension and violence in the streets of 
Hong Kong. And many fear that this 
could lead to a crackdown. October 
1 will mark the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China. However, what 
will happen in the next few weeks 
or months remains hard to predict.

“How this is going to play out 
is really hard to say,” Victoria Hui, 
political science professor at the 
University of Notre Dame, said to 
Vox reporter Jen Kirby. “But Hong 
Kong will definitely never be  
the same.”

With four more 
unresolved demands 

and increasing 
violence, the future of 

Hong Kong hangs in 
the balance. 

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
ED

DI
E 

YA
U

Council building to block the debate 
on the bill. Seventy-two protesters 
were injured. Police Commissioner 
Stephen Lo justified the use of 
force as a way to control the “riot 
situation.”

Over 2 million people gathered 
on June 16 to march from Victoria 
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the withdrawal of the bill and Lam’s 
resignation. Since then, clashes 
between the police and protesters 
became more violent, with some of 
them happening in metro stations—
even inside the trains.

The metro stations are not the 
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“How this is going to play out 
is really hard to say,” Victoria Hui, 
political science professor at the 
University of Notre Dame, said to 
Vox reporter Jen Kirby. “But Hong 
Kong will definitely never be  
the same.”

With four more 
unresolved demands 

and increasing 
violence, the future of 

Hong Kong hangs in 
the balance. 
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Council building to block the debate 
on the bill. Seventy-two protesters 
were injured. Police Commissioner 
Stephen Lo justified the use of 
force as a way to control the “riot 
situation.”

Over 2 million people gathered 
on June 16 to march from Victoria 
Park to the Legislative Council 
building. Protesters demanded both 
the withdrawal of the bill and Lam’s 
resignation. Since then, clashes 
between the police and protesters 
became more violent, with some of 
them happening in metro stations—
even inside the trains.

The metro stations are not the 
only ones affected, but also the Hong 
Kong International Airport. Protesters 
managed to enter the arrivals hall and 
thousands were stranded as hundreds 
of flights were cancelled in the 
world’s 8th busiest airport.

Despite the 
fatigue felt 
on all fronts, 

both sides are not 
backing down. The 
withdrawal had almost 
no effect because, as 
the protesters would cry 
out,“Five Demands, Not 
One Less!”

“This is a disaster for Hong 
Kong that will cost tens of millions 
of dollars,” said Geoffrey Thomas, 
Editor in Chief of airlineratings.
com.

The protests at the airport 
lasted for days. Amid the chaos, 
increasing pressure from Beijing led 
to the resignation of Cathay Pacific 
CEO Rupert Hogg. Hong Kong’s 
flagship carrier has fired employees 
for taking part in the protests and 
has warned the rest from doing the 
same.

On August 20, Lam announced 
that they would launch a fact-
finding study on the protests which 
will be released in six months. She 
also mentioned that the proposal 
is “dead,” but did not announce a 
formal withdrawal.

To commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of the Baltic Way, 
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thousands formed a human chain 
across Hong Kong on August 
23. Two days later, police fired 
a live warning shot for the first 
time. According to Police Senior 
Superintendent Kong Wing-Cheung, 
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weekend.
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4 has done very little to ease the 
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Hong Kong. And many fear that this 
could lead to a crackdown. October 
1 will mark the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China. However, what 
will happen in the next few weeks 
or months remains hard to predict.

“How this is going to play out 
is really hard to say,” Victoria Hui, 
political science professor at the 
University of Notre Dame, said to 
Vox reporter Jen Kirby. “But Hong 
Kong will definitely never be  
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With four more 
unresolved demands 

and increasing 
violence, the future of 
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Stephen Lo justified the use of 
force as a way to control the “riot 
situation.”
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building. Protesters demanded both 
the withdrawal of the bill and Lam’s 
resignation. Since then, clashes 
between the police and protesters 
became more violent, with some of 
them happening in metro stations—
even inside the trains.

The metro stations are not the 
only ones affected, but also the Hong 
Kong International Airport. Protesters 
managed to enter the arrivals hall and 
thousands were stranded as hundreds 
of flights were cancelled in the 
world’s 8th busiest airport.

Despite the 
fatigue felt 
on all fronts, 

both sides are not 
backing down. The 
withdrawal had almost 
no effect because, as 
the protesters would cry 
out,“Five Demands, Not 
One Less!”

“This is a disaster for Hong 
Kong that will cost tens of millions 
of dollars,” said Geoffrey Thomas, 
Editor in Chief of airlineratings.
com.

The protests at the airport 
lasted for days. Amid the chaos, 
increasing pressure from Beijing led 
to the resignation of Cathay Pacific 
CEO Rupert Hogg. Hong Kong’s 
flagship carrier has fired employees 
for taking part in the protests and 
has warned the rest from doing the 
same.

On August 20, Lam announced 
that they would launch a fact-
finding study on the protests which 
will be released in six months. She 
also mentioned that the proposal 
is “dead,” but did not announce a 
formal withdrawal.
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For now, the protests 
continue and everyone 
is kept on their toes, 
waiting for what 
happens next. One 
thing is for sure, 
though—Hong Kong 
will never be the same 
again.

Tiananmen Square incident. 
“China’s rhetoric—calling 

what’s been going on in Hong 
Kong ‘riots,’ ‘counterrevolution,’ or 
‘terrorism’—it’s essentially paving 
the way for it using that clause,” 
University of Notre Dame professor 
Victoria Hui said.

Hui is referring to the possibility 
of China’s National People’s 
Congress standing committee 
declaring either war or a state of 
emergency in Hong Kong, thereby 
sending armed forces—or the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA). 

The Hong Kong government 
could also request assistance from 
Beijing if the situation gets out of 
hand, also necessitating the entry of 
PLA into Hong Kong.

On August 6, spokesman for the 
Chinese government’s Hong Kong 
and Macau Affairs Office Yang 
Guang said that the protesters have 
gone beyond the limitations of free 
assembly and that they would face 
“a blow from the sword of law.” 

Prior to that, the defense 
ministry warned in July that the 
People’s Liberation Army could 
be called in to assist Hong Kong 
Police in ending the “riots.” Either 
way, as New York Magazine’s 
Jonah Shepp put it, if President Xi 
decides to crack down on Hong 
Kong, the international community 
“will have little power to stop it.”

Still, with the world watching 
and considering the damage the 
protests have inflicted on Hong 
Kong’s economy, many are 
cautiously optimistic that China 
will not send in the PLA. 

For Pei Minxin, professor 
of government at Claremont 
McKenna College in California, 
foreign investors will likely suffer 
losses if China resorts to military 
intervention to resolve the crisis in 
Hong Kong.

Since the protests started, Hong 
Kong’s economy has suffered 
greatly, likewise affecting mainland 
China.

In the 1990s, Hong Kong used 
to account for 18% to 27% of 
China’s gross domestic product 
(GDP). Now, even though it only 
accounts for 3%, Hong Kong 
is still a major financial hub. 
Mainland China is in the middle of 
a trade war with the U.S. and with 
their economy facing a slowdown, 
Hong Kong’s economic recession 
will also deal a blow to China’s 
overall economy.

Northern Trust chief economist 
Carl Tannenbaum believes that the 
“damage to Hong Kong’s attraction 
as an economic center could be 
lasting.” 

“It would be a mistake to 
conclude that the authorities in 
Beijing don’t realize the dangers 
to Hong Kong of the path they are 
following,” Capital Economics 
chief Asia economist Mark 
Williams said.

According to ING bank 
economist Iris Pang, the protests 
are affecting “the city’s tourism 
and domestic consumption.” 
Figures in July already prove that: 
tourist arrivals have gone down by 
12% and retail sales are down  
by 4%.

Tannenbaum also said that 
foreign firms could be hesitant 
because of the “uncertainty 
surrounding the sovereignty and 
stability of Hong Kong” which will 
“limit inbound investment.”

Hong Kong’s Fitch rating 
was also downgraded from AA+ 
to AA which the New York and 
London-based credit rating agency 
attributed to the “ongoing events” 
which have “inflicted long-lasting 
damage to international perceptions 
of the quality and effectiveness of 
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With no clear end in sight for the 
protests, everybody is exhausted. “I 
can’t give back my knowledge of 
tear gas and rubber bullets,” 21-year-
old Hong Kong University student 
leader Davin Kenneth Wong said. 
“It’s here and it will always be here. 
I don’t want this kind of knowledge, 
and I don’t want these memories.”

Despite the fatigue felt on all 
fronts, both sides are not backing 
down. The withdrawal had almost 
no effect because, as the protesters 
would cry out, “Five Demands, 
Not One Less!” With four more 
unresolved demands and increasing 
violence, the future of Hong Kong 
hangs in the balance. “If we lose, it 
may be the end of Hong Kong as we 
know it,” pro-democracy lawmaker 
Raymond Chan said. 

Outside Hong Kong and 
China, however, the international 
community has mixed responses. 
In late July, United States President 
Donald Trump said that the protests 
are “between Hong Kong and… 
China, because Hong Kong is a part 
of China.”

“They’ll have to deal with that 
themselves,” he added. Trump 
also praised Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, saying he has acted 
“very responsibly.” In addition, 
Trump claimed in his tweet that 
U.S Intelligence learned that China 
is moving troops to the border. 
“Everyone should be calm and 
safe!” Trump tweeted further.

Experts believe that Trumps’ 
conservative response is due to 
the continuing trade war between 
the U.S. and China. The U.S. State 
Department only called on China 
to honor the “One Country, Two 
Systems” policy.

United Kingdom Foreign 
Secretary Dominic Raab 
condemned the violence. “We 
encourage constructive dialogue to 
find a peaceful way forward,” he 
tweeted. UK House of Commons 
Foreign Affairs Committee Chair 
Tom Tugendhat proposed “full 
citizenship rights to the HK 
Chinese,” as most British MPs have 
expressed their concern surrounding 
the situation in Hong Kong.

The protests pose a danger to 
the 130,000 Filipinos in Hong Kong 
(mostly domestic workers). They 
fear not only for their safety, but 
also for their job and visa status. 
As people march on the streets 
and skirmishes erupt, going out 
becomes a risk. As a result, their 
“rest day,” usually on a Sunday, 
now depends on the schedule of the 
protests. 

The Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) proposed a 
“ban on deployment” of Filipino 
workers to Hong Kong. For 
Filipinos already in Hong Kong, 
however, the current situation does 
not warrant a “drastic policy.” 

“This proposal, if implemented, 
does not make us safe and will only 
result in financial loss and deprive 
many of their livelihood and 
employment opportunity,” migrant 
worker Elena (not her real name) 
said in an interview with Global 
Voices.

After weeks of marches and 
clashes, some believe that the 
situation will be resolved peacefully 
or at least that the military will not 
interfere. “I think China is really 
trying to pacify the situation,” 
political analyst Dixon Sing told 
AFP. Sing also added that the 
likelihood of military intervention 
is now “close to zero.”

For Cohen, a Council of Foreign 
Relations Asia expert, President 
Xi Jinping “wants increasing 
prestige and [to] show the world 
he’s achieving the Chinese dream; 
using force would show [that] the 
Chinese dream is a nightmare.” 

However, as both sides become 
more hostile, many experts also 
fear the opposite—to put an end 
to the protests, Beijing might use 
military intervention. Trump’s 
former National Security Adviser 
John Bolton warned against a new 
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tweeted. UK House of Commons 
Foreign Affairs Committee Chair 
Tom Tugendhat proposed “full 
citizenship rights to the HK 
Chinese,” as most British MPs have 
expressed their concern surrounding 
the situation in Hong Kong.
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the 130,000 Filipinos in Hong Kong 
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fear not only for their safety, but 
also for their job and visa status. 
As people march on the streets 
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becomes a risk. As a result, their 
“rest day,” usually on a Sunday, 
now depends on the schedule of the 
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The Department of Labor and 
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“ban on deployment” of Filipino 
workers to Hong Kong. For 
Filipinos already in Hong Kong, 
however, the current situation does 
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“This proposal, if implemented, 
does not make us safe and will only 
result in financial loss and deprive 
many of their livelihood and 
employment opportunity,” migrant 
worker Elena (not her real name) 
said in an interview with Global 
Voices.

After weeks of marches and 
clashes, some believe that the 
situation will be resolved peacefully 
or at least that the military will not 
interfere. “I think China is really 
trying to pacify the situation,” 
political analyst Dixon Sing told 
AFP. Sing also added that the 
likelihood of military intervention 
is now “close to zero.”

For Cohen, a Council of Foreign 
Relations Asia expert, President 
Xi Jinping “wants increasing 
prestige and [to] show the world 
he’s achieving the Chinese dream; 
using force would show [that] the 
Chinese dream is a nightmare.” 

However, as both sides become 
more hostile, many experts also 
fear the opposite—to put an end 
to the protests, Beijing might use 
military intervention. Trump’s 
former National Security Adviser 
John Bolton warned against a new 
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For now, the protests 
continue and everyone 
is kept on their toes, 
waiting for what 
happens next. One 
thing is for sure, 
though—Hong Kong 
will never be the same 
again.

Tiananmen Square incident. 
“China’s rhetoric—calling 

what’s been going on in Hong 
Kong ‘riots,’ ‘counterrevolution,’ or 
‘terrorism’—it’s essentially paving 
the way for it using that clause,” 
University of Notre Dame professor 
Victoria Hui said.

Hui is referring to the possibility 
of China’s National People’s 
Congress standing committee 
declaring either war or a state of 
emergency in Hong Kong, thereby 
sending armed forces—or the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA). 

The Hong Kong government 
could also request assistance from 
Beijing if the situation gets out of 
hand, also necessitating the entry of 
PLA into Hong Kong.

On August 6, spokesman for the 
Chinese government’s Hong Kong 
and Macau Affairs Office Yang 
Guang said that the protesters have 
gone beyond the limitations of free 
assembly and that they would face 
“a blow from the sword of law.” 

Prior to that, the defense 
ministry warned in July that the 
People’s Liberation Army could 
be called in to assist Hong Kong 
Police in ending the “riots.” Either 
way, as New York Magazine’s 
Jonah Shepp put it, if President Xi 
decides to crack down on Hong 
Kong, the international community 
“will have little power to stop it.”

Still, with the world watching 
and considering the damage the 
protests have inflicted on Hong 
Kong’s economy, many are 
cautiously optimistic that China 
will not send in the PLA. 

For Pei Minxin, professor 
of government at Claremont 
McKenna College in California, 
foreign investors will likely suffer 
losses if China resorts to military 
intervention to resolve the crisis in 
Hong Kong.

Since the protests started, Hong 
Kong’s economy has suffered 
greatly, likewise affecting mainland 
China.

In the 1990s, Hong Kong used 
to account for 18% to 27% of 
China’s gross domestic product 
(GDP). Now, even though it only 
accounts for 3%, Hong Kong 
is still a major financial hub. 
Mainland China is in the middle of 
a trade war with the U.S. and with 
their economy facing a slowdown, 
Hong Kong’s economic recession 
will also deal a blow to China’s 
overall economy.

Northern Trust chief economist 
Carl Tannenbaum believes that the 
“damage to Hong Kong’s attraction 
as an economic center could be 
lasting.” 

“It would be a mistake to 
conclude that the authorities in 
Beijing don’t realize the dangers 
to Hong Kong of the path they are 
following,” Capital Economics 
chief Asia economist Mark 
Williams said.

According to ING bank 
economist Iris Pang, the protests 
are affecting “the city’s tourism 
and domestic consumption.” 
Figures in July already prove that: 
tourist arrivals have gone down by 
12% and retail sales are down  
by 4%.

Tannenbaum also said that 
foreign firms could be hesitant 
because of the “uncertainty 
surrounding the sovereignty and 
stability of Hong Kong” which will 
“limit inbound investment.”

Hong Kong’s Fitch rating 
was also downgraded from AA+ 
to AA which the New York and 
London-based credit rating agency 
attributed to the “ongoing events” 
which have “inflicted long-lasting 
damage to international perceptions 
of the quality and effectiveness of 

PHOTO BY EDDIE YAU

With no clear end in sight for the 
protests, everybody is exhausted. “I 
can’t give back my knowledge of 
tear gas and rubber bullets,” 21-year-
old Hong Kong University student 
leader Davin Kenneth Wong said. 
“It’s here and it will always be here. 
I don’t want this kind of knowledge, 
and I don’t want these memories.”

Despite the fatigue felt on all 
fronts, both sides are not backing 
down. The withdrawal had almost 
no effect because, as the protesters 
would cry out, “Five Demands, 
Not One Less!” With four more 
unresolved demands and increasing 
violence, the future of Hong Kong 
hangs in the balance. “If we lose, it 
may be the end of Hong Kong as we 
know it,” pro-democracy lawmaker 
Raymond Chan said. 

Outside Hong Kong and 
China, however, the international 
community has mixed responses. 
In late July, United States President 
Donald Trump said that the protests 
are “between Hong Kong and… 
China, because Hong Kong is a part 
of China.”

“They’ll have to deal with that 
themselves,” he added. Trump 
also praised Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, saying he has acted 
“very responsibly.” In addition, 
Trump claimed in his tweet that 
U.S Intelligence learned that China 
is moving troops to the border. 
“Everyone should be calm and 
safe!” Trump tweeted further.

Experts believe that Trumps’ 
conservative response is due to 
the continuing trade war between 
the U.S. and China. The U.S. State 
Department only called on China 
to honor the “One Country, Two 
Systems” policy.

United Kingdom Foreign 
Secretary Dominic Raab 
condemned the violence. “We 
encourage constructive dialogue to 
find a peaceful way forward,” he 
tweeted. UK House of Commons 
Foreign Affairs Committee Chair 
Tom Tugendhat proposed “full 
citizenship rights to the HK 
Chinese,” as most British MPs have 
expressed their concern surrounding 
the situation in Hong Kong.

The protests pose a danger to 
the 130,000 Filipinos in Hong Kong 
(mostly domestic workers). They 
fear not only for their safety, but 
also for their job and visa status. 
As people march on the streets 
and skirmishes erupt, going out 
becomes a risk. As a result, their 
“rest day,” usually on a Sunday, 
now depends on the schedule of the 
protests. 

The Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) proposed a 
“ban on deployment” of Filipino 
workers to Hong Kong. For 
Filipinos already in Hong Kong, 
however, the current situation does 
not warrant a “drastic policy.” 

“This proposal, if implemented, 
does not make us safe and will only 
result in financial loss and deprive 
many of their livelihood and 
employment opportunity,” migrant 
worker Elena (not her real name) 
said in an interview with Global 
Voices.

After weeks of marches and 
clashes, some believe that the 
situation will be resolved peacefully 
or at least that the military will not 
interfere. “I think China is really 
trying to pacify the situation,” 
political analyst Dixon Sing told 
AFP. Sing also added that the 
likelihood of military intervention 
is now “close to zero.”

For Cohen, a Council of Foreign 
Relations Asia expert, President 
Xi Jinping “wants increasing 
prestige and [to] show the world 
he’s achieving the Chinese dream; 
using force would show [that] the 
Chinese dream is a nightmare.” 

However, as both sides become 
more hostile, many experts also 
fear the opposite—to put an end 
to the protests, Beijing might use 
military intervention. Trump’s 
former National Security Adviser 
John Bolton warned against a new 

LEAGUE Magazine Sept-Oct Issue INSIDE.indd   24 9/21/2019   3:09:10 PM



                   LEAGUE   25    

For now, the protests 
continue and everyone 
is kept on their toes, 
waiting for what 
happens next. One 
thing is for sure, 
though—Hong Kong 
will never be the same 
again.

Tiananmen Square incident. 
“China’s rhetoric—calling 

what’s been going on in Hong 
Kong ‘riots,’ ‘counterrevolution,’ or 
‘terrorism’—it’s essentially paving 
the way for it using that clause,” 
University of Notre Dame professor 
Victoria Hui said.
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of China’s National People’s 
Congress standing committee 
declaring either war or a state of 
emergency in Hong Kong, thereby 
sending armed forces—or the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA). 

The Hong Kong government 
could also request assistance from 
Beijing if the situation gets out of 
hand, also necessitating the entry of 
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gone beyond the limitations of free 
assembly and that they would face 
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Kong, the international community 
“will have little power to stop it.”

Still, with the world watching 
and considering the damage the 
protests have inflicted on Hong 
Kong’s economy, many are 
cautiously optimistic that China 
will not send in the PLA. 

For Pei Minxin, professor 
of government at Claremont 
McKenna College in California, 
foreign investors will likely suffer 
losses if China resorts to military 
intervention to resolve the crisis in 
Hong Kong.

Since the protests started, Hong 
Kong’s economy has suffered 
greatly, likewise affecting mainland 
China.

In the 1990s, Hong Kong used 
to account for 18% to 27% of 
China’s gross domestic product 
(GDP). Now, even though it only 
accounts for 3%, Hong Kong 
is still a major financial hub. 
Mainland China is in the middle of 
a trade war with the U.S. and with 
their economy facing a slowdown, 
Hong Kong’s economic recession 
will also deal a blow to China’s 
overall economy.

Northern Trust chief economist 
Carl Tannenbaum believes that the 
“damage to Hong Kong’s attraction 
as an economic center could be 
lasting.” 

“It would be a mistake to 
conclude that the authorities in 
Beijing don’t realize the dangers 
to Hong Kong of the path they are 
following,” Capital Economics 
chief Asia economist Mark 
Williams said.

According to ING bank 
economist Iris Pang, the protests 
are affecting “the city’s tourism 
and domestic consumption.” 
Figures in July already prove that: 
tourist arrivals have gone down by 
12% and retail sales are down  
by 4%.

Tannenbaum also said that 
foreign firms could be hesitant 
because of the “uncertainty 
surrounding the sovereignty and 
stability of Hong Kong” which will 
“limit inbound investment.”

Hong Kong’s Fitch rating 
was also downgraded from AA+ 
to AA which the New York and 
London-based credit rating agency 
attributed to the “ongoing events” 
which have “inflicted long-lasting 
damage to international perceptions 
of the quality and effectiveness of 

PHOTO BY EDDIE YAU

With no clear end in sight for the 
protests, everybody is exhausted. “I 
can’t give back my knowledge of 
tear gas and rubber bullets,” 21-year-
old Hong Kong University student 
leader Davin Kenneth Wong said. 
“It’s here and it will always be here. 
I don’t want this kind of knowledge, 
and I don’t want these memories.”

Despite the fatigue felt on all 
fronts, both sides are not backing 
down. The withdrawal had almost 
no effect because, as the protesters 
would cry out, “Five Demands, 
Not One Less!” With four more 
unresolved demands and increasing 
violence, the future of Hong Kong 
hangs in the balance. “If we lose, it 
may be the end of Hong Kong as we 
know it,” pro-democracy lawmaker 
Raymond Chan said. 

Outside Hong Kong and 
China, however, the international 
community has mixed responses. 
In late July, United States President 
Donald Trump said that the protests 
are “between Hong Kong and… 
China, because Hong Kong is a part 
of China.”

“They’ll have to deal with that 
themselves,” he added. Trump 
also praised Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, saying he has acted 
“very responsibly.” In addition, 
Trump claimed in his tweet that 
U.S Intelligence learned that China 
is moving troops to the border. 
“Everyone should be calm and 
safe!” Trump tweeted further.

Experts believe that Trumps’ 
conservative response is due to 
the continuing trade war between 
the U.S. and China. The U.S. State 
Department only called on China 
to honor the “One Country, Two 
Systems” policy.

United Kingdom Foreign 
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condemned the violence. “We 
encourage constructive dialogue to 
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tweeted. UK House of Commons 
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Tom Tugendhat proposed “full 
citizenship rights to the HK 
Chinese,” as most British MPs have 
expressed their concern surrounding 
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the 130,000 Filipinos in Hong Kong 
(mostly domestic workers). They 
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As people march on the streets 
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“rest day,” usually on a Sunday, 
now depends on the schedule of the 
protests. 
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Employment (DOLE) proposed a 
“ban on deployment” of Filipino 
workers to Hong Kong. For 
Filipinos already in Hong Kong, 
however, the current situation does 
not warrant a “drastic policy.” 

“This proposal, if implemented, 
does not make us safe and will only 
result in financial loss and deprive 
many of their livelihood and 
employment opportunity,” migrant 
worker Elena (not her real name) 
said in an interview with Global 
Voices.

After weeks of marches and 
clashes, some believe that the 
situation will be resolved peacefully 
or at least that the military will not 
interfere. “I think China is really 
trying to pacify the situation,” 
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AFP. Sing also added that the 
likelihood of military intervention 
is now “close to zero.”

For Cohen, a Council of Foreign 
Relations Asia expert, President 
Xi Jinping “wants increasing 
prestige and [to] show the world 
he’s achieving the Chinese dream; 
using force would show [that] the 
Chinese dream is a nightmare.” 
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Hong Kong’s governance system 
and rule, and have called into 
question the stability and dynamism 
of its business environment.”

Experts believe that if the 
current trend continues, the Fitch 
downgrade is “a precursor of things 
to come,” Continuum Economics 
chief Asia economist Jeff Ng said. 
“This may pose more downside risks 
for the economy.”

In other words, the longer the 
protests draw out, the bigger the 
economic consequences. But what is 
China’s next move?

Deana Rohlinger, professor 
of Sociology at Florida State 
University, believes that China is 
benefitting from the Hong Kong 
protests. Notably, Rohlinger 
believes that the protests are a show 
of military might—even if China 
“remains on the sidelines.”

By moving their military 
equipment and personnel to 
Shenzhen, China is reminding Hong 
Kong that they are prepared to use 

military force to end the protests. 
The show of force can also be 
a warning to other countries—
perhaps, including the Philippines.

Last June, a Chinese vessel 
rammed a Philippine fishing boat, 
leaving the stranded Filipino crew 
without help. Filipinos then called 
on the government to condemn the 
incident. President Rodrigo Duterte 
instead agreed with China’s foreign 
ministry and said that it was a 
“little maritime accident.” Duterte 
also said that the Philippines would 
not go to war with China because 
of the incident.

Whether China is only 
showing their military force or 
is considering doing more than a 
threat, their next move remains 
unclear.

Former US ambassador to China 
Max Baucus said in an interview 
with CNN, “If Beijing thinks they 
can just jam a solution down the 
protesters’ throats, that’s not going 
to work, and I think they know that 

and [are] trying to figure a way 
out.”

For now, the protests continue 
and everyone is kept on their toes, 
waiting for what happens next. One 
thing is for sure, though—Hong 
Kong will never be the same again.

“Either way, the damage is done 
and it is very difficult to reverse 
things,” Professor Minxin of 
Claremont McKenna College said.

As the people of Hong Kong 
fight for their future, they could be 
heard singing, “Do You Hear the 
People Sing” from Les Misérables. 
“Will you join in our crusade? Who 
will be strong and stand with me? 
Beyond the barricade, is there a 
world you long to see? Then join in 
the fight that will give you the right 
to be free. (…) There is a life about 
to start when tomorrow comes!”

Each day, every “tomorrow” 
since the first march has presented 
multiple possibilities. Will China 
give the people their liberty or their 
death?  
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All these further contribute to 
the attainment of the province’s 
vision that Bataeños will never 
have to go out of Bataan, more so 
out of the country to find gainful 
employment, for such jobs are 

already here in Bataan.  This makes 
Bataan the best place to live, study, 
work and raise a family.

“Through this impressive 
edifice, The Bunker, Bataeños will 
continuously be inspired by the 

sacrifices of our war veterans; as 
we tell the world that we Bataeños 
are capable of doing huge projects 
through our concerted efforts to be 
more citizen and business-friendly,” 
Gov. Abet says.

L
ate last year, Bataan was 
adjudged as the most business- 
friendly province in the 
country by the Philippine 

Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. No less than President 
Rodrigo Duterte was there to give 
the award to Governor Albert S. 
Garcia. 

Such recognition means more 
and more businesses are coming 
in, which also means more jobs 
for Bataeños. More jobs translates 
to more income and with more 
income, the people can better 
support their families; thus attaining 
a better quality of life.  This is 

THE BUNKER
THE EASE OF DOING BUSINESS AT

vital to the province’s 
realization of its vision 
of achieving the highest 
human development 
index in the country.

Given this scenario, and being 
a fast-growing province, it’s about 
time that Bataan have a new capitol 
building where collaboration among 
all stakeholders can be facilitated 
and everyone can work in harmony 
and with full efficiency. 

This need gave birth to the 
concept of “One Stop Shop at 
The Bunker.”  This is crucial in 
sustaining the province’s economic 
growth and a very attractive 

invitation for businesses within 
and outside the province to invest 
in Bataan and engage the people, 
the workforce. After all, the 
government, the private sector and 
the academe are all ready to provide 
the necessary support.

Incidentally, The Bunker was 
built under the Public Private 
Partnership scheme with MTD 
Alloy.  The Provincial Government 
of Bataan did not shell out even a 
single centavo. 
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out of the country to find gainful 
employment, for such jobs are 

already here in Bataan.  This makes 
Bataan the best place to live, study, 
work and raise a family.

“Through this impressive 
edifice, The Bunker, Bataeños will 
continuously be inspired by the 

sacrifices of our war veterans; as 
we tell the world that we Bataeños 
are capable of doing huge projects 
through our concerted efforts to be 
more citizen and business-friendly,” 
Gov. Abet says.

L
ate last year, Bataan was 
adjudged as the most business- 
friendly province in the 
country by the Philippine 

Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. No less than President 
Rodrigo Duterte was there to give 
the award to Governor Albert S. 
Garcia. 

Such recognition means more 
and more businesses are coming 
in, which also means more jobs 
for Bataeños. More jobs translates 
to more income and with more 
income, the people can better 
support their families; thus attaining 
a better quality of life.  This is 

THE BUNKER
THE EASE OF DOING BUSINESS AT

vital to the province’s 
realization of its vision 
of achieving the highest 
human development 
index in the country.

Given this scenario, and being 
a fast-growing province, it’s about 
time that Bataan have a new capitol 
building where collaboration among 
all stakeholders can be facilitated 
and everyone can work in harmony 
and with full efficiency. 

This need gave birth to the 
concept of “One Stop Shop at 
The Bunker.”  This is crucial in 
sustaining the province’s economic 
growth and a very attractive 

invitation for businesses within 
and outside the province to invest 
in Bataan and engage the people, 
the workforce. After all, the 
government, the private sector and 
the academe are all ready to provide 
the necessary support.

Incidentally, The Bunker was 
built under the Public Private 
Partnership scheme with MTD 
Alloy.  The Provincial Government 
of Bataan did not shell out even a 
single centavo. 

28   LEAGUE    

PB   LEAGUE  O C T O B E R - N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8    

All these further contribute to 
the attainment of the province’s 
vision that Bataeños will never 
have to go out of Bataan, more so 
out of the country to find gainful 
employment, for such jobs are 

already here in Bataan.  This makes 
Bataan the best place to live, study, 
work and raise a family.

“Through this impressive 
edifice, The Bunker, Bataeños will 
continuously be inspired by the 

sacrifices of our war veterans; as 
we tell the world that we Bataeños 
are capable of doing huge projects 
through our concerted efforts to be 
more citizen and business-friendly,” 
Gov. Abet says.

L
ate last year, Bataan was 
adjudged as the most business- 
friendly province in the 
country by the Philippine 

Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. No less than President 
Rodrigo Duterte was there to give 
the award to Governor Albert S. 
Garcia. 

Such recognition means more 
and more businesses are coming 
in, which also means more jobs 
for Bataeños. More jobs translates 
to more income and with more 
income, the people can better 
support their families; thus attaining 
a better quality of life.  This is 

THE BUNKER
THE EASE OF DOING BUSINESS AT

vital to the province’s 
realization of its vision 
of achieving the highest 
human development 
index in the country.

Given this scenario, and being 
a fast-growing province, it’s about 
time that Bataan have a new capitol 
building where collaboration among 
all stakeholders can be facilitated 
and everyone can work in harmony 
and with full efficiency. 

This need gave birth to the 
concept of “One Stop Shop at 
The Bunker.”  This is crucial in 
sustaining the province’s economic 
growth and a very attractive 

invitation for businesses within 
and outside the province to invest 
in Bataan and engage the people, 
the workforce. After all, the 
government, the private sector and 
the academe are all ready to provide 
the necessary support.

Incidentally, The Bunker was 
built under the Public Private 
Partnership scheme with MTD 
Alloy.  The Provincial Government 
of Bataan did not shell out even a 
single centavo. 

LEAGUE Magazine Sept-Oct Issue INSIDE.indd   29 9/21/2019   3:09:12 PM



FUTURE LEADERS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

  LEAGUE

BEHIND 
THE MAN

NOBODY LEFT BEHIND

Cyril Aborde
President

FUTURE LEADERS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

30   LEAGUE    

BY GRACE BAUTISTA
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DANIEL SORIANO

BEHIND 
THE MAN

T
hey say that behind every 
successful man is a woman. In 
the case of Philippine politics, 
behind every public servant is 

a right-hand man. These erstwhile 
faceless and nameless right-hand 
men and women—known as 
political officers—are ready to 
come out of the shadows and claim 
their rightful place in the political 
scene. In line with this, they have 

Meet the people behind 
some successful politicians 
in the Philippines

banded together to form 
the League of Political 
Officers of the Philippines 
(POLPHIL).

For so long, these 
political officers have 
worked side-by-side in 
the trenches of political 
campaigns. From Batanes 
to Tawi-Tawi, they have 
helped build the careers of 
politicians. Some of these 
politicians have been 
successful and now hold 
positions in government, 
while others were not so 
lucky. So what happens to 
the teams behind non-
winning candidates? That 
is the raison d’etre of 
POLPHIL.

NOBODY LEFT BEHIND
POLPHIL was registered in June POLPHIL was registered in June POLPHIL
this year, but actually started in 
2017. The members came together 
to address the growing need for a 
place where political officers could 
converge and help one another with 
their concerns. When asked about 
the reason behind the formation 
of their organization, POLPHIL 
Secretary General Carlos Maceda 

simply answered, “Kasi there are 
times ‘pag natalo ‘yung candidate 
mo, anong nangyayari sa’yo, 
nganga? Wala kang position. 
(Because there are times when your 
candidate loses and you end up 
empty-handed. You don’t get any 
position.)”

POLPHIL President Cyril POLPHIL President Cyril POLPHIL
Aborde agrees. The primary reason 
for the creation of the league is “to 
help ‘yung mga colleague namin na 
after the election, hindi na nare-
recognize (to help our colleagues 
who don’t get due recognition after 
the elections),” he says, lamenting 
the lack of security in their 
profession. 

Candidly, Aborde reveals how 
sometimes politicians would forget 
the team that helped them during 
the campaign, with the political 
officers ending up being left out in 
the cold. These politicians would 
justify that the team members were 
already paid for their work in the 
elections and that there was never 
any assurance that they would be 
taken in after their candidate (or 
principal, as candidates are referred  
to in their industry) has won.

Aborde further stressed that they 
are the ones in the field, risking 

Cyril Aborde
President
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their lives in far-flung areas to complete 
tasks and orders of their principals. 
“And yet, pagkatapos ng eleksiyon, 
wala na. Kawawa ‘yung [tao]. (And 
yet, after the elections, that’s it. Poor 
fellows.)”

FUTURE LEADERS
It was after these realizations that 
Aborde and his colleagues decided 
to form the league. To their surprise, 
many politicians asked them why 
they only thought of forming the 
organization recently and said they 
should have started a long time ago. 
Some mayors noted that many political 
officers eventually became politicians 
themselves.

Maceda and Aborde then named 
a few examples off the top of their 
heads: Senator Ernesto Maceda who 
once served under President Ferdinand 
Marcos before becoming Secretary 
of Commerce and Industry and then 
senator; Senator Raul Roco who was 
legal staff of Senator Benigno “Ninoy” 
Aquino; and Congressman Joey Salceda 
who was Senator Roco’s chief of staff 
before becoming representative of the 
3rd District of Albay.

Maceda also mentioned Senator 
Bong Go as a recent popular example. 
Go served as special assistant to 
President Rodrigo Duterte starting 
2016, but had actually been the latter’s 
executive assistant since 1998 when 
Duterte was still mayor of Davao City. 
When Go formally announced his 
senatorial bid, some were skeptical as to 
what he could do. After all, he became 
popular in the media as the “National 
Photobomber” for his selfies with 
President Duterte during public events. 
Go was elected senator last May.

Being a political officer is not as easy 
as it looks. After all, they are the ones 
behind the curtain, making sure their 
principal in the spotlight looks great. 
And so, they are not given much public 
recognition for the hard work they do.
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number of Presidents.)” He  
went on to cite the successful 
presidential campaigns of Fidel 
Ramos, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, 
Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III, and 
Rodrigo Duterte.

“I came from Senator [Ernesto] 
Maceda and [Juan Ponce] “Jack” 
Enrile [Jr.]. So we’ve been the people 
behind the senators, governors, 
mayor,  candidates running for 
various positions,” Maceda explains.

To date, POLPHIL has around 
300 registered members. But because 
some members in far-flung areas 
have not been able to register yet, the 
number is much bigger. This fact is 
confirmed every time a convention or 
assembly is held. More often than not, 
their expected number of attendees 
is exceeded; and while it leads to 
some on-ground logistical issues, the 
outpouring of support from fellow 
political officers is definitely a good 
sign for the future of POLPHIL.

To further professionalize their 
industry, POLPHIL members aim to 
put up an institution where would-be 
political officers could have formal 
training. This will serve as a venue 

LEAGUE OF POLITICAL OFFICERS OF THE PHILIPPINES MEMBERS

for “veterans” to put everything they 
know in black and white and pass this 
on to those who are willing to learn. 
This, despite—or more so because 
of— the fact that no campaign is the 
same. Furthermore, Maceda reveals 
that the strategies will have to adopt 
to the changing times. Social media, 
he cites as an example, is a different 
playing field from campaigning in  
the streets. 

SERVING THE PEOPLE
With their current plans in place and 
the ones they have in store, POLPHIL 
members’ philosophy is simple: “We 

At the recent confab in Cebu City

Campaign seasons are particularly 
bloody in the political officer’s 
profession—especially when 
working  for candidates who are 
gunning for a national seat. Wherever 
their principal would go, there they 
would be ahead of time. These 
political officers would make sure 
everything is set and ready before 
the candidate even arrives. And once 
the principal gets there, he (or she) 
would be briefed on everything he  
needs to know about the place. From 
major concerns of the people, facts 
and figures, and key personalities, 
their candidate is instantly turned 
into an expert on the locality. 

Sometimes, their unique position 
allows political officers to act as the 
middleman between their principal 
and the people. “Remember, 
principals, they don’t go down to 
the grassroots [level]. One example: 
I was once asked by my principal 
regarding the Family Code. So I 
talked to him about birth control, 
Family Code, and such. Believe it 
or not, it became a law. He then told 
me, ‘Oh, Caloy, you’re the author 

of that law.’ It was just a chat over 
coffee, but it became a law,” Maceda 
shares, laughing in disbelief.

With this in mind, the league 
is not only focused on providing 
livelihood for political officers 
who worked hard during campaign 
season but were left behind 
after. Another major aim of the 
organization is to professionalize 
their craft.

POLPHIL members receive 
education on various areas of 
becoming a political officer. They 
learn about campaign techniques, 

strategies, planning, and execution. 
Aside from that, they take part in 
seminars, lectures, and forums. After 
their national assembly in October, 
they will have a team building 
activity.

Members of POLPHIL could 
also seek advice from their fellow 
veterans. “We can consult on 
campaigns, activities, definition 
of roles, and project management; 
assistance in generation and 
transmission of political messages; 
strategy consulting, network building, 
lobbying, issue management, fund 
raising, monitoring and evaluation,” 
Aborde enumerates. 

POLPHIL members could either 
be current political officers or 
retired political officers who have 
ventured into other fields. Most 
of them are “veterans,” as put by 
Aborde. “Nakagawa na kami ng 
ilang Presidente. (We have installed a 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Arnel PimentelBenjamin Navea Danilo Singh John Marchan Ernesto “Jay” Lucena

Pres. Aborde with Mr. Jojo Rosales, political officer 
of Sen. Win Gatchalian and League treasurer Romy 
Morelos

POLPHIL President Cyril Aborde delivering 
his speech in their Cebu confab. 

Atty. Jericho Acedera Robert GaraJoey Navarrete
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Being a political officer has its 
pros and cons. And at times, it comes 
with a real sense of danger. But 
they push on because they believe 
that by serving the right candidate, 
the country will be changed for the 
better. For them, it’s not about  
the money.

“It’s passion. It’s the heart, not 
the money. Hindi porke’t binayaran 
mo ‘ko, pagagawin mo na ako ng 
mali? No. Hindi pwede sa’min ‘yan. 
(That you paid me doesn’t give you 
the right to ask me to do something 
wrong. No. We don’t condone 
that.) We love our country, we are 
professionals. Even if you pay us, 
I’d rather resign than do something 
wrong,” Maceda stresses.

“Service to the people is service 
to God,” Aborde echoes. “Mahirap 
ipakain sa pamilya mo kung galing 
sa hindi maganda. (It’s no easy 

thing providing for your family 
using tainted money.) ”  

POLPHIL envisions a much 
better Philippines ten years from 
now. And in part, it will be because 
of what they did. By putting worthy 
candidates in positions that could 
change the course of history for 
the better, POLPHIL is serving 
the country. Their goal is making 
sure candidates are now done 
with smooth-talking the people or 
entertaining them with dance moves 
and other gimmicks.

Maceda wants their candidates 
to present reasonable, achievable 
platforms of government. And 
with their help as these candidates’ 
political officers, they will make 
good on their word. “Boss, ito 
yung pinangako mo. Panindigan 
na’tin ‘to. (Boss, this is what you 
promised. Let’s abide by it.) Let’s 

do it. Let’s see it through together.” 
After all, a promise is a promise.

Ten years from now, maybe some 
differences will have been made 
by the actions of the people behind 
POLPHIL. But one thing’s for sure—
they will not stop trying. 

“No colors, no parties. If all 
of us, with different colors, group 
together, we believe there’s going to 
be change,” Maceda says.

In an ideal society, parties and 
colors would not matter in politics. 
While that is not the case and will 
not likely happen in our lifetime, 
there is still hope. Perhaps with the 
people behind our public servants 
working towards a common ideal, 
the future of the Philippines could be 
rosy after all. 

Delegates to the League of Political Officers of the Philippines National Assembly (Visayas 
Cluster) held at Montebello Hotel, Cebu City, Sept 6-7, 2019

Grooming by Floe Tapayan
Location: Century Park Hotel
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The fourth SONA delivered 
by President Duterte was in form 
and substance no more exceptional 
than his previous three. It was 
not that much longer than any of 
the previous ones, nor did he use 
emphatic language any more than in 
the others. It does, however, point to 
the direction that his administration 
is going to take in the next three 
years. It is somewhat of a cliché 
to say that it is a presentation 
that highlights continuities in the 
Duterte administration but it is 
also noteworthy in that once key 
components of Duterte’s political 
agenda have been left on the 
wayside.    

The SONA is a Constitutionally-
mandated accounting of 
the President on what the 
administration has accomplished 
in the past year, and, more 
importantly, what it intends to do 
from thereon. Over the years it has 
become an occasion for ceremony, 
with the glitterati turning out to 
be seen. Beyond the pomp and 
circumstance, however, the event 
marks the only time in a year that 
the President meets with the whole 
of the legislature to lay out the 
administration’s plans and how the 
legislature’s work should support it. 
In the centrifugal tendency of the 
country’s political dynamics, with 
pretty much everything emanating 
from the President’s office (and 
in the case of President Duterte, 
his personality), one would think 
that this is tantamount to the 
President giving the legislature 
its marching orders for the year. 
Indeed, the transactional nature of 
Philippine politics and its typical 
characterization as an arena of elite 
bargaining has made it certain that 

the President delivers the SONA on 
friendly grounds. The opposition is 
normally little more than a parody 
of St. John the Baptist’s voice in the 
wilderness—delivering an alternative 
SONA after the President’s own has 
been given that is mostly a laundry 
list of the perceived failings of the 
administration.

Looking at this year’s SONA, it 
is perhaps important to, like Harry 
Potter’s snitch, open at the end. 
President Duterte pointed out at the 
final part of his fourth SONA that 
the days ahead (the final three years 
of his administration) are going to 
be a “period of consequences.” They 
will see the culmination of his work, 
and his priorities. Whether this is a 
threat or a warning (to his critics), 
or a promise (to his supporters), it 
portends the idea of sustaining the 
momentum on his administration’s 
agenda. 

And speaking of sustaining 
momentum, President Duterte 
remained consistent on his promise 
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regarding the maintenance of peace 
and order, and following through 
on the drug war. Perhaps a twist to 
the issue was his emphasis on the 
convergence of terrorism and the 
drug war. He pointed to the discovery 
and seizure of caches of shabu as the 
initial act that eventually led to the 
Marawi siege in 2017. In bringing 
the two major issues together, the 
President highlighted the threat 
posed by drugs, and the exceptional 
nature of that threat due to its reach 
into even questions of national 
security. The President has remained 
consistent on the priority given to 
the drug war of his administration, 
and it seems that last year’s promise 
that the war on drugs will be 
“relentless” is something that can be 
projected into the remaining years 
of the Duterte presidency. His call 
for Congress to legalize the death 
penalty for heinous crimes (which 
includes most activities connected 
to illegal drug trafficking and use) 
only emphasizes his seriousness on 

THOUGHT LEADERTHOUGHT LEADER

PRESAGING THE 
REMAINING YEARS OF 

THE DUTERTE ADMINISTRATION
BY HERMAN JOSEPH S. KRAFT

The 2019 SONA: 

O
n July 22, 2019, President Rodrigo R. Duterte delivered his fourth 
State of the Nation Address (SONA). In ways that cannot be said of 
his previous addresses, this SONA carried a certain significance that 
portends for us what to expect of the remaining years of the Duterte 
administration. Following an election marked by the whitewashing 

of opposition bets in the Senate, the 2019 SONA was preceded by the release 
of survey results that showed  President Duterte defying historical trends by 
sustaining high approval ratings well into the middle of his term of office. 
Previous administrations had their approval rating and popular support either 
having plateaued or sinking at the same juncture in their term. President 
Duterte, however, has been able to retain a more than 80 percent approval 
rating and, more amazingly, managed to limit his disapproval count to a single 
digit. The combination of the predominance in the Senate of administration-
aligned Senators and record-levels of Presidential popularity seems to indicate 
an administration poised to push its weight around in the next three years 
rather than the usual lame duck second-half of previous administrations. The 
question of whether it can push its weight around requires an analysis of 
the nature of the political coalition he had cobbled together, and the major 
personalities involved in that coalition. This is a topic for another day. If, 
however, President Duterte decides to use to his advantage the combination 
of a Senate that leans toward  supporting the administration and the massive 
popularity that he continues to enjoy, what are we looking forward to in the 
next three years? What, if any, indications do we get from the 2019 SONA?
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and his priorities. Whether this is a 
threat or a warning (to his critics), 
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portends the idea of sustaining the 
momentum on his administration’s 
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And speaking of sustaining 
momentum, President Duterte 
remained consistent on his promise 

ILL
USTR

AT
IO

N B
Y LU

CIANO R
AMIR

EZ

regarding the maintenance of peace 
and order, and following through 
on the drug war. Perhaps a twist to 
the issue was his emphasis on the 
convergence of terrorism and the 
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Marawi siege in 2017. In bringing 
the two major issues together, the 
President highlighted the threat 
posed by drugs, and the exceptional 
nature of that threat due to its reach 
into even questions of national 
security. The President has remained 
consistent on the priority given to 
the drug war of his administration, 
and it seems that last year’s promise 
that the war on drugs will be 
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not that much longer than any of 
the previous ones, nor did he use 
emphatic language any more than in 
the others. It does, however, point to 
the direction that his administration 
is going to take in the next three 
years. It is somewhat of a cliché 
to say that it is a presentation 
that highlights continuities in the 
Duterte administration but it is 
also noteworthy in that once key 
components of Duterte’s political 
agenda have been left on the 
wayside.    
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in the past year, and, more 
importantly, what it intends to do 
from thereon. Over the years it has 
become an occasion for ceremony, 
with the glitterati turning out to 
be seen. Beyond the pomp and 
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marks the only time in a year that 
the President meets with the whole 
of the legislature to lay out the 
administration’s plans and how the 
legislature’s work should support it. 
In the centrifugal tendency of the 
country’s political dynamics, with 
pretty much everything emanating 
from the President’s office (and 
in the case of President Duterte, 
his personality), one would think 
that this is tantamount to the 
President giving the legislature 
its marching orders for the year. 
Indeed, the transactional nature of 
Philippine politics and its typical 
characterization as an arena of elite 
bargaining has made it certain that 
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normally little more than a parody 
of St. John the Baptist’s voice in the 
wilderness—delivering an alternative 
SONA after the President’s own has 
been given that is mostly a laundry 
list of the perceived failings of the 
administration.

Looking at this year’s SONA, it 
is perhaps important to, like Harry 
Potter’s snitch, open at the end. 
President Duterte pointed out at the 
final part of his fourth SONA that 
the days ahead (the final three years 
of his administration) are going to 
be a “period of consequences.” They 
will see the culmination of his work, 
and his priorities. Whether this is a 
threat or a warning (to his critics), 
or a promise (to his supporters), it 
portends the idea of sustaining the 
momentum on his administration’s 
agenda. 

And speaking of sustaining 
momentum, President Duterte 
remained consistent on his promise 
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and order, and following through 
on the drug war. Perhaps a twist to 
the issue was his emphasis on the 
convergence of terrorism and the 
drug war. He pointed to the discovery 
and seizure of caches of shabu as the 
initial act that eventually led to the 
Marawi siege in 2017. In bringing 
the two major issues together, the 
President highlighted the threat 
posed by drugs, and the exceptional 
nature of that threat due to its reach 
into even questions of national 
security. The President has remained 
consistent on the priority given to 
the drug war of his administration, 
and it seems that last year’s promise 
that the war on drugs will be 
“relentless” is something that can be 
projected into the remaining years 
of the Duterte presidency. His call 
for Congress to legalize the death 
penalty for heinous crimes (which 
includes most activities connected 
to illegal drug trafficking and use) 
only emphasizes his seriousness on 
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The 2019 SONA: 

O
n July 22, 2019, President Rodrigo R. Duterte delivered his fourth 
State of the Nation Address (SONA). In ways that cannot be said of 
his previous addresses, this SONA carried a certain significance that 
portends for us what to expect of the remaining years of the Duterte 
administration. Following an election marked by the whitewashing 

of opposition bets in the Senate, the 2019 SONA was preceded by the release 
of survey results that showed  President Duterte defying historical trends by 
sustaining high approval ratings well into the middle of his term of office. 
Previous administrations had their approval rating and popular support either 
having plateaued or sinking at the same juncture in their term. President 
Duterte, however, has been able to retain a more than 80 percent approval 
rating and, more amazingly, managed to limit his disapproval count to a single 
digit. The combination of the predominance in the Senate of administration-
aligned Senators and record-levels of Presidential popularity seems to indicate 
an administration poised to push its weight around in the next three years 
rather than the usual lame duck second-half of previous administrations. The 
question of whether it can push its weight around requires an analysis of 
the nature of the political coalition he had cobbled together, and the major 
personalities involved in that coalition. This is a topic for another day. If, 
however, President Duterte decides to use to his advantage the combination 
of a Senate that leans toward  supporting the administration and the massive 
popularity that he continues to enjoy, what are we looking forward to in the 
next three years? What, if any, indications do we get from the 2019 SONA?
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this. His promise that there will be 
no slackening in the pursuit of his 
administration’s agenda is going to 
be most evident in the unrelenting 
fight against illegal drugs. This will 
mean a continuing primary role for 
the Philippine National Police, and the 
prospect of a continuing war of words 
with the International Criminal Court. 
Iceland will forever be recorded with 
infamy in the Duterte administration’s 
list of “non-friends.”

This unrelenting obsession with 
peace and order has also spilled over 
into his declared intent to end the 

more than motherhood statements 
but were very much in line with 
his populist program. This only 
makes it more important for the 
Trabaho Bill (Train 2) to be passed 
to help provide the financing for 
the programs that will back up his 
economic and social development 
policies. To be fair, the Duterte 
administration’s economic team 
has kept its work under the radar 
but nonetheless has contributed to 
sustaining the economic growth of 
the country. 

The 2019 SONA included 
pronouncements on the creation 
of new departments and other 
government institutions. Looking 
at the proposed Department of 
Overseas Filipino Workers, one 
wonders as to what this will do on 
top of the existing bureaucracy that 
already serves OFW processing 
and deployment. Given President 
Duterte’s injunctions in the SONA 
to reduce red tape and corruption 
in government, will these new 
agencies precisely contribute to the 
existing problems with red tape and 
corruption that already bedevil the 
country’s bureaucracy?

GLOSSING OVER 
DISCONTINUITIES

The promise of no slackening 
of efforts on the part of the Duterte 
administration, however, raises 
questions about certain issues that 
were not addressed in the SONA 
but which had in the past been key 
features of the Duterte campaign 
when he began his pursuit of the 
presidency. In particular, the non-
mention of Charter change and 
the shift to a federal system of 
government hangs heavily in the 
minds of people. Outside Metro 
Manila, this had been a basis of 
support for President Duterte. It has, 
however, been left out of the SONA. 
It would seem that Charter change, 

particularly federalism, is no longer 
in the works for the next three years. 

Given short shrift as well is 
the issue of the West Philippine 
Sea. His promise to give a lecture 
on why the idea of him agreeing 
to let Chinese fishermen fish in 
the waters of the West Philippine 
Sea was constitutional did not 
materialize. There were a few short 
sentences that simply repeated his 
claim that insisting on facing up to 
China on this issue would just lead 
to a conflict that the Philippines 
could not possibly win. This is, 
however, one area where the Duterte 
charisma has failed to sway Filipino 
sentiments. It has not led to a 
dampening of support for him, but 
neither has he been able to convince 
Filipinos that his approach is the 
correct one.

The SONA of 2019 presents a 
promise of continuity, unrelenting 
and sustained continuity. It also, 
however, reveals contrasts in the 
Duterte style: defiance and the 
promise of unremitting effort 
against domestic threats and foreign 
critics, but withdrawal in the face 
of uncertainty on an issue of key 
significance to the administration 
(like the pursuit of federalism), 
and in relations with China. If 
the SONA is anything to go by, 
the remaining three years will be 
characterized by more of the same 
as we have come to expect from the 
Duterte administration. It may be 
different from the perception of a 
lame duck second-half for previous 
administrations, but neither does 
it show reflection on what the 
administration could work on to be 
more effective. In this sense, the 
Duterte administration seems content 
to continue past trends. 

The 2019 SONA 
presents a promise of 
continuity, but it also 
reveals contrasts in 
the Duterte style of 
governance.

decades-long communist insurgency 
in the Philippines. He pointed to a 
strategy that will address the issue 
piecemeal by negotiating with local 
insurgent forces through the National 
Task Force to End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict instead of dealing 
with the National Democratic Front 
and its leadership based in the 
Netherlands. This is in contrast with 
his full support for the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao and the fast-tracking 
of efforts to push development in 
Mindanao, and thereby eliminating 
the root causes of conflict there.

These constantly harsh 
themes in the Duterte program, 
however, go hand in hand with his 
concern for sustaining economic 
development, and improving the 
delivery of government services. His 
pronouncements on education, and 
the alleviation of poverty were little 
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SORSOGON’S 
SON RETURNS

Governor Chiz Escudero talks about revitalizing agriculture through contract 
farming, tackling organizational inefficiencies, and preventing health epidemics

C
hiz is home again. After 
almost two decades in 
national politics, first as 
Sorsogon representative and 
eventually as senator, he 

went back to his roots this year, as 
elected governor of the province of 
Sorsogon.

“I have been serving the entire 
country for the longest time. I think 
it’s time I brought home what I 
learned from all over the country and 
the world.” After all, Sorsogon is not 
just his hometown, but is also the 
place where his interest in politics 
and public service began. 

THE CALL TO  
PUBLIC SERVICE
Chiz or Francis Joseph Guevara 
Escudero, started his political career 
at the age of 28. He admitted having 
had intentions of running for office 
as early as his law school days, but 
his parents felt it was vital for him 
to finish his studies first. He went 

to the University of the Philippines 
from grade school to law school 
and completed a master’s degree 
in International and Comparative 
Law at Georgetown University in 
Washington, DC.

While his political career started 
in 1998, Chiz’s training started much 
earlier. He remembers the kindling 
of his inclination to politics when 
his father ran as an assemblyman 
in 1984, and as congressional 
representative in 1987. Chiz handled 
the youth group called “Youth 
Volunteers for Sorsogon” that 
went around the province for the 
campaign. In 1992, he dealt with the 
headquarter operations of his father’s 
campaign, and in 1995 he was in 
charge of sample ballot distribution 
and barangay captain training. He 
believes he knows how to run a 
grassroots campaign, and the local 
political scene was no stranger to 
him, especially after having won 
elections at a national level. “The 

transition was easy,” he recounts, 
“from running a national campaign 
nationwide covering 42,000 barangays, 
all of a sudden I was running in 541.”

 For Chiz, his campaign for 
Sorsogon governor was more relaxed 
because it had fewer variables. The 
area was smaller compared to a 
national level campaign, and more 
importantly, he already knew  
everyone. “I never stopped coming 
home. I’ve always believed that it’s 
useless to be known nationwide if you 
do not have a province to come home 
to,” he explains.

 
VALUABLE LESSONS FROM A 
FAMILY LEGACY
It may have been easy, but Chiz 
knows he has a legacy to measure 
up to. His great grandfather was 
Sorsogon governor during the war 
years, while his father served as a local 
representative. “My father’s legacy 
made me aspire to surpass what they 
accomplished,” he quips.
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TACKLING PROBLEMS 
HEAD-ON

SETTING PRIORITIES 

PREPARING FOR A LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT STINT

For the longest time, we 
just got by. I want my 
fellow Sorsoganon to be 

hungry for change, for development, 
and aspire for something bigger, 
more than what they have now.”
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TACKLING PROBLEMS 
HEAD-ON

SETTING PRIORITIES He is also inspired by his 
father, whom he credits for the 
way he relates with other people. 
“The greatest lesson I learned 
from my father is that nothing 
lasts forever, and my time as a 
senator, congressman, or governor 
is limited. I know I should treat 
the people I meet properly because 
as the saying goes, the people you 
meet on your way up are the same 
people you meet on your way 
down.”

He also credits the no-frills 
lifestyle that he learned from his 
father. Salvador ‘Tatay Sonny’ H. 
Escudero III served as Minister 
of Food and Agriculture during 
the time of President Ferdinand 
Marcos. Chiz says his father 
could have taken advantage of the 
political situation and enriched 
their family during that time, 
but they remained simple and 
straightforward. “We did not have 
bodyguards or drivers. I rode public 
transportation all the time. When 
Marcos left, our lifestyle remained 
the same, and I appreciate my 
father all the more for it.”

PREPARING FOR A LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT STINT
Chiz believes his experience in the 
national level has prepared him for 
his local government role, but he 
admits he still has to refresh himself 
of existing local government-related 
laws, rules, and other relevant 

For the longest time, we 
just got by. I want my 
fellow Sorsoganon to be 

hungry for change, for development, 
and aspire for something bigger, 
more than what they have now.”
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policies. He is also confident that 
his experience as senator nurtured 
his local government leadership 
capabilities. “I met and worked 
with a lot of people who are in the 
position to actually give Sorsogon 
a second look.” He hopes that the 
connections he had built for the 
past two decades as a senator could 
help Sorsogon to be in the radar 
of national government agencies 
whenever they think of programs or 
projects.

He admits, however, that he 
now tends to be impatient and 
short-fused, since being a local 
executive is worlds apart from 
being a legislator. “As a legislator, 
when you pass laws, you accept 
that it will take time before it could 
be felt by the people. But as an 
executive, I know that it can, and it 
should be felt by the people almost 
immediately.”

He notes that in the local scene, 
expectations run high and that he is 
impatient when it comes to seeing 
this get done. “When I look back, 
it has only been months since I 
assumed office. But as my co-
workers in the province say, it feels 
like years already.”

TACKLING PROBLEMS 
HEAD-ON
A crucial problem Chiz saw upon 
taking the helm of Sorsogon’s 
leadership is the organizational 
inefficiency that is robbing the 

people of their rightful government 
services. “The budget of Sorsogon 
is Php1.4 billion. The salaries 
of personnel, job orders, and 
contractual workers cost Php710 
million. What’s left for the people?”

He also cites an example of the 
province’s agriculture department, 
whose budget for salaries and other 
expenses is at Php33 million while 
the budget for projects is a measly 
Php2.3 million. He asserts that this 
is a problem that needs solving fast, 
since “a bigger chunk of the budget 
should be for the people.”

To tackle the organizational 
inefficiencies, the Sorsogon 
provincial government has 
partnered with the University of 
the Philippines’ National College 
of Public Administration and 
Governance for rightsizing.

They have also partnered 
with the Development Academy 
of the Philippines to calibrate the 
province’s quality management 
system. They aim to reduce the 
personnel salaries by 50% and 
channel those savings to projects 
and programs that will benefit the 
people.

Chiz firmly believes that the 
province should realize its potential. 
“For the longest time, we just got 
by,” he says. “I want my fellow 
Sorsoganon to be hungry for change, 
for development, and aspire for 
something bigger, more than what 
they have now.”

SETTING PRIORITIES 
Agriculture is on top of the new 
governor’s list. Sorsogon’s local 
economy is agriculture-based, 
and the provincial government 
intends to improve the industry 
through contract farming, a large-
scale agricultural activity that 
involves not just production but 
also marketing and distribution. 
“We will fund everything, then buy 
everything,” says Chiz, “and try to 
compute backward to make sure 
that our farmers and fishermen earn 
at least minimum wage.” He claims 
that at the rate the farmers are 
earning today, the goal of ensuring 
minimum wage means that their 
earnings would triple.

To do this, he takes a page 
from his father’s playbook when 
the latter served as agriculture 
secretary: to identify what is the 
best crop to plant and where, using 
data from soil quality, slope, and 
weather pattern. Through this, 
he believes that fishermen and 
farmers can find another source 
of income during months when 
their agricultural activities are not 
feasible due to weather constraints.

Increasing income from 
agriculture not only helps the 
farmers but also revitalizes the 
image of agriculture for young 
people. “Ask around... would a 
farmer or fisherman’s children 
aspire to be farmers or fishermen 
themselves? It’s because they 

Toward a peaceful province. Sorsogon Gov. Chiz welcomes the new PNP 
Provincial Director, PCol. Melecio Buslig Jr. in a courtesy call to his office. 

First flag-raising ceremony. Some employees of the Sorsogon Provincial 
Capitol ask for a group picture with Gov. Chiz after the flag-raising 
ceremony in front of the Capitol building. 
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EGOS ASIDE AND LOOK 

BEYOND THEIR BACKYARD 
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GETTING GOOD ADVICE

It is not my job to dream for 
Sorsogon, but I will enable and 
uplift Sorsoganons to realize 

their dreams for the province.”
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are not earning much.” According 
to Chiz, improving earnings in the 
agriculture sector would change the 
way we view farmers and fishermen: 
from laborers to entrepreneurs.

He shares that his campaign 
promise was two-pronged: livelihood 
and health. Thus, another priority 
for him is improving access to 
healthcare services and introducing 
programs to avoid epidemics such as 
dengue, currently a national concern. 
Sorsogon has espoused traditional 
and non-traditional methods of 
addressing the dengue problem, and 
dengue figures in the province have 
gone down.  

Last July 8, Chiz signed an 
executive order directing all local 
provincial government officials from 
the mayors down to the barangay 
chairpersons to strictly comply with 
and implement the 4-S anti-dengue 
campaign of the Department of 
Health (DOH). 

Chiz and all the other provincial 
officers led the July 29 Anti-Dengue 
Drive where all Sorsoganons 
also simultaneously participated 
in cleaning their surroundings. 
Fogging and misting were also 
conducted after the clean-up drive.  
He also makes use of social media 
through his official page and that 
of the Provincial Information 
Office to regularly post reminders 
on preventing dengue-carrying 
mosquitoes from multiplying.

Sorsogon is also one of the sites 
for the advanced implementation 
of universal health care. He claims 
the province will be able to provide 
excellent, first-world healthcare 
slowly but surely, and ensure 100 
percent access regardless of socio-
economic background.

Chiz says he has no lofty 
dreams for Sorsogon, he only wants 

to provide the opportunities and 
resources for every Sorsoganon to 
live out their dreams. His attention 
to livelihood and healthcare is borne 
out of what he believes is what local 
governments must focus on for their 
citizens. He also contends that what 
matters most for him is to realize 
and fulfill whatever dream each 
Sorsoganon has. He quips, “It is not 
my job to dream for Sorsogon, but I 
will enable and uplift Sorsoganons 
to realize their dreams for the 
province.”

GETTING GOOD ADVICE
Sharing best practices among local 
governments is necessary, according 
to Chiz. “There is no ego involved 
here: I literally called all my friends 
who are governors to ask what they 
have done and how they did it. I had 
two governor-friends send me all the 
ordinances they passed for the past 
three to six years.” 

Chiz knows he may be seasoned 
in the legislative, but in the 
executive, he needs all the help, and 
he tapped other local executives for 
that purpose. “I’m open to ideas, 

It is not my job to dream for 
Sorsogon, but I will enable and 
uplift Sorsoganons to realize 

their dreams for the province.”

Senior citizens from Camarines Norte flank Gov. Chiz for a 
photo op during their visit to the Provincial Capitol.

Governor Chiz shares his plans and programs for the province of Sorsogon to 
members of the Liga ng mga Barangay from Camarines Sur.

Sorsogon’s First Couple having a lively 
conversation after going around the more than 
a century-old building that formerly housed the 
Sorsogon Provincial Jail. Considered a historical 
landmark, the building, currently under 
renovation, will be converted into a museum.
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since nobody owns all the knowledge 
necessary to perform, run an office, or 
serve your constituents.” He credits his 
close friends Bataan Governor Abet 
Garcia and La Union Governor Pacoy 
Ortega who have been generous to his 
calls for help. 

In turn, he believes that whatever 
the province achieves during his term 
as governor will be shared to anyone 
interested. According to Chiz, local 
governments thrive when leaders set 
their egos aside and look beyond their 
backyard for solutions to problems that 
they do not have, but others do.

Chiz is adamant that the legacy he 
intends to leave for Sorsogon is as simple 
as being remembered. He shares that it 
is enough for him that at least a single 
person remembers the good things he 
has done as a congressman, senator, or 
governor. He intends to leave a mark 
that people could someday encounter 
and remember him by, like the governor 
that changed the face of the provincial 
capitol or provided excellent service to 
the people. “I don’t need a statue after my 
image,” says Chiz, “but as long as one 
person remembers me, that’s enough.”

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS
Chiz says he is not considering running 
for a higher national position again. “It ACCORDING TO CHIZ, LOCAL 

GOVERNMENTS THRIVE 
WHEN LEADERS SET THEIR 

EGOS ASIDE AND LOOK 
BEYOND THEIR BACKYARD 

FOR SOLUTIONS TO 
PROBLEMS THAT THEY DO 

NOT HAVE, BUT OTHERS DO.

Paying their respects to our national 
flag. Gov. Chiz, Vice Gov. Wowo Fortes and 
Sorsogon First Lady Heart Evangelista-
Escudero attend the flag-raising ceremony 
before the launching the province-wide 
anti-dengue cleanup drive last July 29.
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I never stopped 
coming home. I’ve 
always believed 

that it’s useless to be known 
nationwide if you do not 
have a province to come 
home to.”
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has passed,” he says, referring to his failed 
run for Vice President in 2016. “I ran to 
give it a shot, to find out once and for all. 
The last thing I want is to hold my life in 
suspended animation, asking what could 
have been,” he muses.

As for a return to the Senate, he says 
things are not defined yet. It has not even 
been a year since he took the helm of the 
provincial government. “I do not think 
there will ever be a dearth of candidates for 
national positions,” he shares. 2022 is still 
far away, and it seems Chiz is focusing all 
his energies toward Sorsogon.

It is somehow emblematic of Chiz to 
take each day as it goes by, as he asserts to 
not have a life philosophy: he decides by 
whatever principle applies best “based on 
what I think is right, proper and just,” 
he says. Logically, it follows that his 
stint as Sorsogon governor is more than 
birthright or legacy. In his own words, “It’s 
simply coming home,” and he says, “I’m 
already happy.” 

I never stopped 
coming home. I’ve 
always believed 

that it’s useless to be known 
nationwide if you do not 
have a province to come 
home to.”

Grooming by Arvin Lagata

Time-out from hospital inspection. Gov. Chiz discusses with Dr. Renato B. Bolo, Jr. MD, 
Provincial Health Office head and Dr. Roberto A. Chacon, Jr. MD, Chief of Clinics of the 
Dr. Fernando B. Duran Sr. Memorial Hospital (Sorsogon Provincial Hospital) his plans 
to improve medical services provided by the public hospitals in the province.

Visiting the site where the First Mass in Luzon was held 
in 1596 in the municipality of Magallanes. Plans are 
underway to renovate the Gibalon Shrine to mark its 
important place in the country’s history.
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I
n the border of Southern Leyte, 
where verdant mountains stand 
tall, a horizon of blue sky and still 
clouds hover above connecting 

these wonders into one picture. It’s 
as if the sea is a sleeping maiden 
cloaked in a vast blue cape, and 
the mountains and tall trees are 
her guards. Painting this beautiful 
panorama is Macrohon, a town 
known as the champion of coastal 
communities.

Under the leadership of Mayor 
Alan Jose K. Aroy, the municipality 
was awarded the grand prize in the 
Department of Agriculture-Bureau 
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources’ 
(DA-BFAR) 2018 Malinis at 
Masaganang Karagatan (MMK) 
National Search for Outstanding 
Coastal Communities. The annual 
nationwide program recognizes 
outstanding coastal communities 
that have exemplary efforts on 
coastal resource protection and 
conservation.

The town had been 
implementing the strict ban on 
illegal fishing with the observance 
of “off fishing season” (a time 
when commercial fishing of 
certain fish species is prohibited) 
and has declared its treasures as 
marine protected areas. It had 
kept its coastal waters clean and 
garbage-free, and had continued 
implementing the planting, 
protection, and rehabilitation 
of mangroves. For meeting the 
criteria and much more, Macrohon 
bested 75 coastal communities in 
the said search.

Mayor Aroy says it’s a great 
honor to be lauded for their 
efforts. According to him, the 
local government had been 
planning and working to conserve 
Macrohon’s coastal areas since 
1996. Back then, he was serving 
as a board member. This year, 
Macrohon finally reaped what 
they had sown. Mayor Aroy 
received the award at the Siquijor 
Provincial Capitol, Siquijor, 
Siquijor last July 19, 2019. 
Then-Agriculture Secretary 
Emmanuel Piñol together with 
BFAR Director Eduardo Gongona 
conferred the award on the town.

 
RIDGE TO REEF 
One of the approaches that 
Mayor Aroy adopted is the 
“Ridge to Reef” approach. 
“What we did there was we 
noted the interconnectivity of all 
resources—from the forest down 
to the coastal areas,” he explains.

IT’S GOOD THAT 
WE DON’T 

HAVE LARGE FACTORIES. 
BECAUSE WE DO NOT HAVE 
SUCH, WE PREVENT ANY 
PESTICIDES FROM GOING 
TO OUR SEAS, AND WE 
ALSO STRENGTHEN OUR 
ORGANIC FARMING.”

FORCE OF NATURE
BY RAMIL FARIÑAS

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROMEO PERALTA, JR.

Mayor Alan Jose K. Aroy of Macrohon, Southern Leyte talks about 
the importance of eco-management as a key to sustainable growth.
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The mayor points out that the 
sea is damaged not only by illegal 
fishing but also by the toxic residues 
flowing from the mountains. “Nakita 
namin na ang isang sumisira sa 
karagatan namin ay ang mga 
kemikal na galing sa mga bundok. 
(We saw that one of the culprits 
causing damage to our seas were the 
chemicals from the mountains)”.

The mayor adds, “Hindi ka 
magkakaroon ng malinis na 
karagatan kung kalbo ang iyong 
kagubatan (You can never have 
clean seas if your forests have been 
denuded). Erosion kills not only the 
forests, but also the coastal areas 
because of sedimentation.”

Mayor Aroy says their decision 
to be less commercialized and 
to focus on agricultural growth 
helped a great deal in addressing 
environmental issues. “It’s good 
that we don’t have large factories. 
Because we don’t have such, we 
prevent any pesticides from going to 
our seas, and we also strengthen our 
organic farming,” he quips.

Considered as one of Leyte’s 
agricultural hubs, Macrohon folk 
find ways to improve their farming 
practices. The town takes pride 

in its agricultural (coconut, rice, 
vegetable crops) and aquatic 
produce. Most farmers used to 
resort to pesticide use for improved 
harvest. But Mayor Aroy assures 
that almost 80% of their farmers 
now have turned to purely organic 
farming. This led not only to having 
better crops but also to conservation 
of their water resources.

In addition to this, Macrohon 
also has eco-center facilities that 
collect their garbage and turn 
these into organic fertilizer. He 
has equipped the farmers with 
shredders for making organic 
fertilizer. 

The 2018 MMK National 
Search for Outstanding Coastal 
Communities award came with 
livelihood support namely 120 
22-footer Fiberglass-Reinforced 
Plastic (FRP) boats, a 30-footer 
FRP boat, and Lambaklad projects. Lambaklad projects. Lambaklad
As for the cash prize amounting to 
Php30 million, Mayor Aroy plans to 
use it to provide alternative sources 

of income once the closed fishing 
season comes when their fishermen 
are barred from catching particular 
fish species. “Our main plan is to 
edify the best livelihood for them 
through their association,” he says.

Following their DA-BFAR 
recognition, Mayor Aroy looks 
forward to being consistent in their 
environmental pursuit. The prizes 
are simply icing on the cake, he 
says. “We compete to prove that all 
we do is for the people.”

SECOND NATURE
Mayor Aroy’s family is no stranger 
to politics. His mother is the 
daughter of former Macrohon 
Mayor Amanda Kuizon Aroy while 
his father is Barangay Rizal Captain 
Sosfronio Paloma Aroy. So it was 
no surprise that Aroy discovered his 
calling in public service early on. 

He was first elected as a 
barangay kagawad in 1994, then barangay kagawad in 1994, then barangay kagawad
as municipal councilor in 1998. He 
also served as vice mayor before 
finally becoming municipal chief. 
“It has been good so far,” he quips. 
“We are now implementing the 
unfinished programs of the town.”

Mayor Aroy’s strong background 
in biology (he majored in this 
course at the Macrohon Institute) 
strengthened his resolve to protect 
the environment. “‘Yun ang kinuha 
kong kurso dahil alam kong 
makakatulong ito lalo na sa mga 
ganitong programa. Kaya nga, 
todo suporta ako sa mga programa 
namin dahil alam ko kung ano 
ang dapat gawin when it comes to 
ecological management. (I chose the 
said course because I knew it would 
help especially our [environmental] 
programs. I fully support our 
programs because I have knowledge 
in ecological management).”

His administration has devoted 
70% of its efforts to environmental 

Macrohon is one of the biggest producers 
of vegetables crops in Southern Leyte.
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benefit their agricultural town. 
Renovation of and constructing 
new government buildings is also 
underway.

He also hopes to boost their 
rice production and address food 
security with solar-powered 
irrigation, a system that provides 
freshwater from a well and 
reservoir. The municipality 
harvests 4.5 tons of rice per 
hectare. At present, rice plants 
cover 102 hectares of irrigated 
land. 

To boost its tourism, 
Macrohon is now offering back-
to-back excitement for thrill 
seekers: underwater snorkeling 
and spelunking in its magnificent 
caves. 

The town is thriving in 
almost all facets, and the mayor 
is not resting on his laurels.

“Ito ang pinakamalaking 
moment sa buhay ko—as a 
leader of the town (This is the 
biggest moment of my life—as a 
leader of the town),” he says.  

 

Clockwise from top: Underwater tourism in Mac-
rohon, statue of WWII guerilla leader Col. Ruperto 
Kangleon, Macrohon delicacy Tres Marias.

pursuits, and this has proven to 
be beneficial to the municipality. 
The Molopolo-Santa Cruz Marine 
Park Bird and Fish Sanctuary 
has garnered awards even before 
the 2018 DA-BFAR MMK 
recognition—3rd Place in the Most 
Outstanding Marine Protected 
Area (MPA) category in the 5th 
Marine Protected Area Awards 
and Recognition or ‘Para El Mar’ 
back in 2013. The award was 
co-organized by BFAR and the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR).

Macrohon has also set up its 
mangrove planting and resources 
facility for coastal preservation. 
These mangrove forests not only 
trap sediments but also provide 
livelihood to people living in 

these coastal communities. For this 
reason, Macrohon grows mangrove 
forests almost everywhere on  
the coast. 
 
A MAN OF ACTION 
Mayor Aroy is admittedly a human 
dynamo. He makes sure things 
get done and do not remain on 
the drawing board. “Paggising 
sa umaga, sa totoo lang, hindi ko 
na talaga maisip na kumain. Ang 
iniisip ko na agad ay kung ano 
ang magagawa ko that day. (When 
I wake up in the morning, I don’t 
even think of breakfast. Immediately I 
think of what I can do for that day.)”

Aside from sustaining their 
coastal management plans, Mayor 
Aroy is keen on building more 
farm-to-market roads that will 

MAYOR AROY ASSURES 
THAT ALMOST 80% OF 
THEIR FARMERS NOW 
HAVE TURNED TO PURELY 
ORGANIC FARMING. THIS 
LED NOT ONLY TO HAVING 
BETTER CROPS BUT ALSO 
TO CONSERVATION OF THEIR 
WATER RESOURCES.
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I wake up in the morning, I don’t 
even think of breakfast. Immediately I 
think of what I can do for that day.)”

Aside from sustaining their 
coastal management plans, Mayor 
Aroy is keen on building more 
farm-to-market roads that will 

MAYOR AROY ASSURES 
THAT ALMOST 80% OF 
THEIR FARMERS NOW 
HAVE TURNED TO PURELY 
ORGANIC FARMING. THIS 
LED NOT ONLY TO HAVING 
BETTER CROPS BUT ALSO 
TO CONSERVATION OF THEIR 
WATER RESOURCES.
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T
he Technical Education and 
Skills Development Authority 
(TESDA) is celebrating its 
25th year since its inception 

through RA 7796 in 1994. More 
than ever, TESDA needs a firm and 
strong leadership in empowering 
the Filipino labor force with 
adequate skills training to be 
globally competitive and achieve 
social equity with reduced poverty. 
Secretary Isidro Lapeña is the man 
tasked by the President to get this 
job done.  

 The director-general has been 
part of President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
trusted circle and dependable ally to 
his promise of getting back the trust 
of the people in the government 
by ridding it of corruption and 
inefficiencies. When President 
Duterte assumed office in 2016, 
Lapeña was already almost a decade 
retired from service after having 
served as the Deputy Director 
General of the Philippine National 
Police (PNP). But when he was 
called back to duty by the President, 
he answered.  

My mandate 
is for TESDA 
to reach out 

to all those who are 
marginalized and in need 
of skills training to better 
their livelihood. From 
former NPA rebels and 
insurgents, reformed 
drug pushers and users, 
repatriated OFWs, 
indigenous people, they 
all need to be provided a 
better way of living and 
opportunity.”

Lapeña was initially named as 
the Chief of the Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency (PDEA), and 
later assigned as the Commissioner 
of the Bureau of Customs (BOC) 
where he set record-breaking 
revenue collections by cleaning 
house and instilling discipline and 
ridding the bureau of corruption and 
inefficiencies. And now, the veteran 
public servant is at the helm of the 
country’s authority for technical- 
vocational education and training 
(TVET).   

 
ABOT LAHAT
Since assuming the position as 
the Director General of TESDA, 
Secretary Lapeña has instilled 
a new slogan for the agency: 
“TESDA ABOT LAHAT.” He shares 
that he wants everyone in TESDA 
and its affiliates to imbibe this 
battle cry and have the mindset of 
reaching out to everywhere and 
everyone who needs skills training. 
Graduates and scholarship grants 
of TESDA TVET programs have 
been steadily increasing through the 

BY MARCO NICANOR
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAR CONCENGCO 

Reskilling 
the Filipino
As the agency marks its 25th anniversary, TESDA 
Director General Isidro Lapeña talks about his 
leadership mandate and strategies for developing a 
world-class workforce.
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WORLD-CLASS 
WORKFORCE

COMPLEMENTING THE 
COUNTRY’S DEVELOPMENT 
AND GROWTH 

“Our workforce 
should be able 

to cope with 
the changing 

technologies and 
modernization.”
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years, with last year having more 
than two million graduates 400,000 
of whom benefited from scholarship 
grants. 

 “My mandate is for TESDA 
to reach out to all those who are 
marginalized and in need of skills 
training to better their livelihood. 
From former NPA rebels and 
insurgents, reformed drug pushers 
and users, repatriated OFWs, 
indigenous people, they all need to 
be provided a better way of living 
and opportunity,” says Lapeña. He 
hopes to achieve this by having 
the agency take a more proactive 
approach wherein they not only 
build training centers and facilities, 
but are able to go where their 
services are most needed. 

 Aside from also directing his 
efforts to increase the capacity and 
standard of the TVET programs 
of TESDA and its affiliate schools 
(especially building more modern 
facilities, upgrading training 
equipment, and developing further 
instructor capabilities), Lapeña is 
pushing for more mobile options 
and training facilities. He wants 

to be able to deploy mobile training 
laboratories to the boondocks and 
uplift the marginalized. 

COMPLEMENTING THE 
COUNTRY’S DEVELOPMENT 
AND GROWTH 
Lapeña shares that the agency has 
been working closely with various 
departments of the government, and 
providing support for their projects 
requiring relevant manpower and 
skills training. Such joint programs 
become even more valuable and 
timely especially with identified 
priority sectors of the administration 
needing to be strengthened and 
developed. 

 Through the partnership of 
TESDA and the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR), recipients 
of the Certificate of Land Ownership 
Award (CLOA) and their families 
are provided with free agriculture-
related training to ensure sustainable 
livelihood. 

TESDA has also partnered with 
the Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) in the 
implementation of the Project-

based On-site Learning of Skilled 
Construction Professionals (PPOL 
SCoP) training program to support 
the manpower needs of the Build, 
Build, Build program. It encourages 
construction companies to allow 
the training of bona fide residents 
and hire them after obtaining 
their TESDA-accredited training 
and certification. The instructors 
and trainees use the construction 
equipment and machinery of 
DPWH and construction companies 
as training tools in their on-site 
training. 

 Lapeña also shares that his 
agency’s program even covers 
returning OFWS and provides them 
with viable repatriation options and 
opportunities by way of special 
training and employment programs. 
This is done in collaboration with 
the Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration (OWWA) and 
the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE), wherein they 
identify returning OFWs willing 
to undergo the program and thrive 
back in the country.  

 There is also a standing 
collaboration between TESDA and 
the Department of Transportation 
(DOTr) with their “Tsuper Iskolar” 
Program in relation to the PUV 
Modernization Program. The 
program provides scholarships 
and livelihood training to drivers 
affected by the modernization of  
public utility vehicles which was 
mandated by the government.

 Lapeña also shares partnerships 
and collaborative programs with 
the Department of Social Welfare 
and Development (DSWD) for 
skills training of 4Ps beneficiaries 
and the Department of Education 
(DepEd) for harmonizing technical- 
vocational education and skills 
training in the Philippine basic 
education system.

“Our workforce 
should be able 

to cope with 
the changing 

technologies and 
modernization.”
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One of the key strategic thrusts 
of TESDA is developing a 
globally competitive workforce. 
The capabilities and standards 
of our workforce should match 
the standards of the other more 
developed nations.   

 “We should be able to cope 
with the changing technologies 
and modernization. Our workforce 
should be skilled and ready for 
the ongoing fourth industrial 
revolution,” Lapeña stresses. He is 
also proud to say that the agency 
is ahead in some aspects of their 
intermediate roadmap.  As for 
the National Technical Education 
and Skills Development Plan 
(NTESDP) for 2022, TESDA is 
ahead of schedule in achieving 
upgraded training facilities and 
building innovation centers 
to cultivate modern training 
standards. 

 At the recently concluded 
WorldSkills 2019 competition 
in Kazan, Russia, the TESDA-
trained Philippine delegation 
garnered two Medallions of 
Excellence—testament to the 
world-class capabilities of the 
Filipino workforce. Joeminel 
Cutcharo, valedictorian of 
Automotive Servicing of TESDA’s 
Auto Mechanic Training Center 
and also the recipient of the 
Best of the Nation Award, and 
Ramon Bong Bautista, holder of 
a National Certificate (NC) III in 
Visual Graphic Design, were also 
recognized for their performance 
at par with international standards. 
The rest of the ten delegates 
received Champion pins and the 
Philippines ranked 33rd out of the 
63 participating countries in 
the competition.

COMPLEMENTING THE 
COUNTRY’S DEVELOPMENT 
AND GROWTH 
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“THE MOMENT THEY ARE ABLE 
TO DEFINE THEIR COMPELLING 

NEEDS AND THEY ARE ABLE 
TO ENABLE THEMSELVES, 
IT BECOMES SUITABLE TO 

THEM. THEN SUSTAINABILITY 
BECOMES A BYPRODUCT.”

THE ROAD AHEAD

 I want the people to know 
that TESDA is here. There 

is always an opportunity and hope 
through TESDA”.

A LOOK AT TESDA’S HISTORY
1927  Technical-vocational education was introduced in the 
country through the Vocational Act of 1927. 

1938  Commonwealth Act 313 established vocational trade schools 
and agricultural high schools.
 
1963  Republic Act 3742 created the Bureau of Vocational 
Education (BVE).
 
1966  Through Executive Order No. 53 (s. 1966), the Manpower 
Development Council (MDC) was created to develop and integrate 
a long-term manpower plan as a component of the overall social 
economic development plan. 
  
1994 The Congressional Commission for Education recommended 
a new agency to be created with the fusion of the Manpower and 
Youth Council of DOLE and Bureau of Technical and Vocational 
Education (BTVE) of the Department of Education. 
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“THE MOMENT THEY ARE ABLE 
TO DEFINE THEIR COMPELLING 

NEEDS AND THEY ARE ABLE 
TO ENABLE THEMSELVES, 
IT BECOMES SUITABLE TO 

THEM. THEN SUSTAINABILITY 
BECOMES A BYPRODUCT.”

 
THE ROAD AHEAD
Another big victory for the Filipino 
people and for TESDA is the signing 
of Republic Act 11230. President 
Duterte signed this law which aims 
to provide free access to technical-
vocational education through the 
Tulong Trabaho Program. Any 
person at least 15 years of age and 
who is either not employed, not in 
training, or employed but have not 
received any proper training from his 
employer, is eligible for the funding. 

This law will not only provide 
free access to TVET programs for 
the recipients, but will also address 
other financial concerns such as 
their transportation and day-to-day 

allowance while undergoing skills 
training.  With the help of DOLE, 
this will address unemployment 
and job mismatch by assessing the 
actual and current requirements of 
various industries.

 The Tulong Trabaho Act has 
yet to receive funding but Lapeña 
remains optimistic that it will 
soon be able to take off and looks 
forward to implementing it for the 
benefit of the marginalized. 

 “I want the people to know 
that TESDA is here. There is 
always an opportunity and hope 
through TESDA,” Secretary 
Lapeña assures. He envisions 
that through his agency’s efforts 
in further reaching out and 
producing world-class skilled 
labor, poverty can be alleviated, 
paving the way for a better future 
especially for the middle class and 
the marginalized. 

Grooming by Floe Tapayan

 I want the people to know 
that TESDA is here. There 

is always an opportunity and hope 
through TESDA.”

A LOOK AT TESDA’S HISTORY
1927  Technical-vocational education was introduced in the 
country through the Vocational Act of 1927. 

1938  Commonwealth Act 313 established vocational trade schools 
and agricultural high schools.
 
1963  Republic Act 3742 created the Bureau of Vocational 
Education (BVE).
 
1966  Through Executive Order No. 53 (s. 1966), the Manpower 
Development Council (MDC) was created to develop and integrate 
a long-term manpower plan as a component of the overall social 
economic development plan. 
  
1994 The Congressional Commission for Education recommended 
a new agency to be created with the fusion of the Manpower and 
Youth Council of DOLE and Bureau of Technical and Vocational 
Education (BTVE) of the Department of Education. 

LEAGUE Magazine Sept-Oct Issue INSIDE.indd   58 9/21/2019   3:10:01 PM



  LEAGUE

FEATURES

“THE MOMENT THEY ARE ABLE 
TO DEFINE THEIR COMPELLING 

NEEDS AND THEY ARE ABLE 
TO ENABLE THEMSELVES, 
IT BECOMES SUITABLE TO 

THEM. THEN SUSTAINABILITY 
BECOMES A BYPRODUCT.”

THE ROAD AHEAD

 I want the people to know 
that TESDA is here. There 

is always an opportunity and hope 
through TESDA”.

A LOOK AT TESDA’S HISTORY
1927  Technical-vocational education was introduced in the 
country through the Vocational Act of 1927. 

1938  Commonwealth Act 313 established vocational trade schools 
and agricultural high schools.
 
1963  Republic Act 3742 created the Bureau of Vocational 
Education (BVE).
 
1966  Through Executive Order No. 53 (s. 1966), the Manpower 
Development Council (MDC) was created to develop and integrate 
a long-term manpower plan as a component of the overall social 
economic development plan. 
  
1994 The Congressional Commission for Education recommended 
a new agency to be created with the fusion of the Manpower and 
Youth Council of DOLE and Bureau of Technical and Vocational 
Education (BTVE) of the Department of Education. 

58   LEAGUE    

PB   LEAGUE  O C T O B E R - N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8    

“THE MOMENT THEY ARE ABLE 
TO DEFINE THEIR COMPELLING 

NEEDS AND THEY ARE ABLE 
TO ENABLE THEMSELVES, 
IT BECOMES SUITABLE TO 

THEM. THEN SUSTAINABILITY 
BECOMES A BYPRODUCT.”

 
THE ROAD AHEAD
Another big victory for the Filipino 
people and for TESDA is the signing 
of Republic Act 11230. President 
Duterte signed this law which aims 
to provide free access to technical-
vocational education through the 
Tulong Trabaho Program. Any 
person at least 15 years of age and 
who is either not employed, not in 
training, or employed but have not 
received any proper training from his 
employer, is eligible for the funding. 

This law will not only provide 
free access to TVET programs for 
the recipients, but will also address 
other financial concerns such as 
their transportation and day-to-day 

allowance while undergoing skills 
training.  With the help of DOLE, 
this will address unemployment 
and job mismatch by assessing the 
actual and current requirements of 
various industries.

 The Tulong Trabaho Act has 
yet to receive funding but Lapeña 
remains optimistic that it will 
soon be able to take off and looks 
forward to implementing it for the 
benefit of the marginalized. 

 “I want the people to know 
that TESDA is here. There is 
always an opportunity and hope 
through TESDA,” Secretary 
Lapeña assures. He envisions 
that through his agency’s efforts 
in further reaching out and 
producing world-class skilled 
labor, poverty can be alleviated, 
paving the way for a better future 
especially for the middle class and 
the marginalized. 

Grooming by Floe Tapayan

 I want the people to know 
that TESDA is here. There 

is always an opportunity and hope 
through TESDA.”

A LOOK AT TESDA’S HISTORY
1927  Technical-vocational education was introduced in the 
country through the Vocational Act of 1927. 

1938  Commonwealth Act 313 established vocational trade schools 
and agricultural high schools.
 
1963  Republic Act 3742 created the Bureau of Vocational 
Education (BVE).
 
1966  Through Executive Order No. 53 (s. 1966), the Manpower 
Development Council (MDC) was created to develop and integrate 
a long-term manpower plan as a component of the overall social 
economic development plan. 
  
1994 The Congressional Commission for Education recommended 
a new agency to be created with the fusion of the Manpower and 
Youth Council of DOLE and Bureau of Technical and Vocational 
Education (BTVE) of the Department of Education. 

LEAGUE Magazine Sept-Oct Issue INSIDE.indd   59 9/21/2019   3:10:02 PM



  LEAGUE

Mayor Isko Moreno on going up against two political giants, his 
journey to the mayorship, and his plans for the future of Manila

60   LEAGUE    

  LEAGUE

Mayor Isko Moreno on going up against two political giants, his 
journey to the mayorship, and his plans for the future of Manila

LEAGUE Magazine Sept-Oct Issue INSIDE.indd   60 9/21/2019   3:10:02 PM



  LEAGUE

The story of Mayor Isko’s 
humble beginnings is 
an oft-repeated one. It 
is a story he never tires 

of telling, not only to prove 
that he has not forgotten his 
roots but more importantly, to 
inspire children who are facing 
circumstances he had been 
through, to work hard toward 
their goal.

Born to a stevedore and a 
housewife who had no steady 
income, he had to face the harsh 
realities of an underprivileged 

MAN OF THE PEOPLE
Mayor Isko Moreno on going up against two political giants, his 
journey to the mayorship, and his plans for the future of Manila

BY GODFREY T. DANCEL
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAR CONCENGCO

life. “Kung mayroon mang mas 
mabigat sa salitang ‘salat,’ ako 
ang tinutukoy ‘nun (If there is a 
word which means worse than 
‘destitute,’ it pertains to me),” he 
says. 

The young Isko—Scott as he 
was known then—had to rummage 
through garbage heaps to scavenge 
not only for things he could sell, 
but at times even for food. In his 
teenage years, he became a pedicab 
driver, conveying passengers 
through the streets of Tondo. 
These, he had to do even as he 

attended public schools in Tondo.  
Scott’s parents had a simple 

dream for him: to finish high 
school. After all, they didn’t have 
the means to send him to college. 
He, however, had a bigger dream 
for himself: to be captain of 
a ship. He then enrolled at a 
maritime school using money 
he had saved up the previous 
months.

Fate, however, intervened. In 
1993, he was given the chance to 
join the entertainment industry, 
via the then enormously popular 
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Corporation (NLRC), and served as 
undersecretary of the Department 
of Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD). 

The realization that something 
had to be done to help Manileños, 
however, was too strong for Isko 
to ignore. He saw Manila as a ship 
adrift, in need of a new captain.

THE JOURNEY BACK 
TO CITY HALL

It did not matter to Isko that he 
was going up against two political 
giants in the mayoralty race. “One 
way or another, I am a student of 
history,” he says. Referring to the 
Bible as “one of the oldest history 
books,” he cites the story of David. 
“God gave David a Goliath for a 
reason,” he says. To him, David 
slaying Goliath could happen again, 
this time in Manila. “Pangalawa, 
wala namang mawawala sa akin. 
(Second, I had nothing to lose.) I 
came from nothing. Third, it’s high 
time that others be given a chance 
to lead Manila. Those were my 
thoughts at the time [I decided to 
run for mayor],” he reveals. 

Indeed, Isko’s main rivals 
were no pushovers. Former Mayor 
Alfredo Lim had served as the city’s 
local chief executive from 1992 
to 1998 and from 2007 to 2013. 
Former President Joseph Estrada 
succeeded Lim in 2013, and was 
reelected in 2016. Both of them also 
had the backing of major political 
parties. 

Isko had Asenso Manileño—the 
local party organized by his mentor 
Lacuna back in 1992—to lean on. 
Among other things, he argued that 
Manila would be better off with 
a young mayor with a clear and 
doable plan for the city. To him, Lim 
and Estrada had done their share 
and had cemented their places in 
Manila’s history. It’s time for him to 
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had to be done to help Mañilenos 
was too strong for Isko to ignore.

pave the way to the future.
The first day of the campaign 

period validated Isko’s decision to 
run. It was then, he says matter-
of-factly, that he realized he had 
a chance to make it to City Hall. 
“We had a motorcade. Biruin mo, 
alas-dose ng tanghaling tapat, 
lumalabas ang mga tao [para 
ipakita ang suporta sa amin]. 
Dun namin napansing ‘Uy, iba.’ 
(Imagine, people were coming 
out of their houses at high noon 
[to show their support for us]. 
That’s when we felt, ‘Hey, this is 
something else.’)”  

As the campaign went on, Isko 
focused on the major issues he 
will face head-on once elected. 
He presented an urban renewal 
plan supported by three pillars: 
building necessary infrastructure, 
attracting businesses back to the 
city, and providing decent housing. 
He presented his ideas about 
protecting Manila’s heritage and 
natural environment. He talked 
about social amelioration, devoting 
funds to address the needs of the 
elderly, students, and persons with 
disability. 

The people’s reaction 
emboldened Mayor Isko and his 
slate. “Akala ko’y sa umpisa 
lang, (I thought it was just at the 
beginning), but no,” he says of the 
positive reaction they received. 

youth-oriented television show “That’s 
Entertainment.” This, Mayor Isko says, 
“started everything. It changed my life.”      

POLITICS AND EDUCATION
Five years after he joined show business, 
Isko “felt so blessed” and wanted to give 
back to his community. Manileños gave 
him the chance to serve them, making 
him a three-term councilor and three-
term vice mayor as well. Throughout his 
stint as member and presiding officer of 
the city council, he focused on crafting 
ordinances and implementing programs 
that directly benefitted the needy. 

During the first part of his stint as 
an alderman, he was ridiculed for being 
“just a high school graduate” who knew 
nothing about legislation. “Well, I’ll be 
honest. Those words hurt. But the thing 
is… imbes na kaawaan ko ang sarili 
ko, sinunod ko ang payo ni (instead of 
wallowing in self-pity, I followed the 
advice of) Vice Mayor Danny Lacuna.”

The neophyte lawmaker went back 
to school, eventually earning a degree 
in management at the Makati-based 
International Academy of Management 
and Economics. Later on, he also took 
short courses in specialized institutions 
at the University of the Philippines, 

Harvard University, and 
University of Oxford. 
These served as the 
anchor that stabilized his 
18-year stint as councilor 
and vice mayor.   

An unsuccessful 
Senate bid in 2016 
did not dampen Isko’s 
resolve to participate 
in nation-building. 
He became a resource 
person (on the problems 
of the urban poor) 
for the National 
Democratic Front in 
the peace process, 
became head of the 
North Luzon Railways 
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to ignore. He saw Manila as a ship 
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It did not matter to Isko that he 
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history,” he says. Referring to the 
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came from nothing. Third, it’s high 
time that others be given a chance 
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succeeded Lim in 2013, and was 
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“Every time we went on a motorcade, talagang
very warm ang reception ng tao (the people’s 
reception was really very warm). Second, 
during our house-to-house sorties, we really 
had goosebumps. So I really [felt that our 
campaign was going the right direction.]”    

Isko’s ability to connect with the people 
and his being Batang Maynila—one who 
shares the common Manileños’ experiences—
served him well during the campaign. When he 
spoke of how big a problem garbage disposal 
is, the people listened. He was, after all, once 
a scavenger. When he spoke of the need for 
supplemental feeding in public schools, they 
were all ears. He had, after all, gone to school 
on an empty stomach countless times as a 
child. 

Manileños saw Isko as someone who knows 
whereof he speaks. When he spoke of the 
need to create more economic opportunities 
for the less fortunate, they cheered him on. 
He, ultimately, is a living testament to how 
successful one could become when he is given 
better opportunities. When he spoke of the 
need for the people to do their part to revitalize 
Manila, they pledged their support to him. He, 
after all, had served the city for almost two 
decades. 

In the end, the people of Manila chose the 
young former vice mayor to be the captain of 
their ship. This, Mayor Isko says, is God’s way 
of fulfilling his dream of being a ship captain, 
albeit indirectly. “Biruin mo ngayon, kapitan 
ako ng kapitolyo ng bansa! (Imagine, now I’m 
the captain of the nation’s capital!)” 

DEALING WITH 
THE TASK AT HAND
With him at the helm, Mayor Isko finally 
has the chance to steer Manila to a better 
position. He expects a generally smooth-
sailing administration, as he has had a good 
working relationship with his winning running 
mate Vice Mayor Honey Lacuna and members 
of the city council. However, he is quick to 
dismiss the idea of him imposing his will on 
the members of the council.  

“Well, I always respect the views of 
everyone. We will still continue to respect their 
views, opinions, and suggestions,” he declares. 

ISKO’S ABILITY TO CONNECT 

WITH THE PEOPLE AND HIS 

BEING BATANG MAYNILA 

SERVED HIM WELL DURING 

THE CAMPAIGN.

LEAGUE Magazine Sept-Oct Issue INSIDE.indd   64 9/21/2019   3:10:04 PM



                   LEAGUE   65    

“Maganda lamang sa sitwasyon “Maganda lamang sa sitwasyon 
is meron na kaming magandangis meron na kaming magandang
(What’s good about the situation (What’s good about the situation 
is that we already have a good) 
working relationship. The best way working relationship. The best way 
for me to be effective is to continue for me to be effective is to continue 
having a good relationship with the having a good relationship with the 
city council because we have many city council because we have many 
commitments. The things that we commitments. The things that we 
said during the campaign, we have said during the campaign, we have 
to fulfill. And most of these need to fulfill. And most of these need 
legislation by the local legislature.”  legislation by the local legislature.”  

Mayor Isko knows that 
transforming Manila into a more transforming Manila into a more 
livable city will involve both short-livable city will involve both short-
term and long-term projects. Thus, term and long-term projects. Thus, 
even as he has pledged to tackle the even as he has pledged to tackle the 
garbage and traffic problems from garbage and traffic problems from 
day one, he has also vowed to start day one, he has also vowed to start 
laying the foundations for turning laying the foundations for turning 
part of Paco into a business district part of Paco into a business district 
which will rival those in Makati and which will rival those in Makati and 
Taguig, and to reinvigorate Escolta Taguig, and to reinvigorate Escolta 
and Binondo. In all these, balance and Binondo. In all these, balance 
will be a major consideration: 
balance between development 
and environmental protection, 
between efficient tax collection and between efficient tax collection and 
spending, between modernization spending, between modernization 
and protecting the city’s heritage.   and protecting the city’s heritage.   

The city government will 
also maximize the use of new 
technology “in all levels of 
transaction… in order for us to 
serve more efficiently,” Mayor Isko 
says, taking the cue from national 
government agencies and private 
businesses. Moreover, this will also 
“limit human intervention, human 
discretion” and in effect “limit the 
source of corruption.”   

Recognizing the challenging 
task at hand, Mayor Isko puts 
emphasis on three things as he 
addresses his fellow Batang 
Maynila: unity, participatory 
governance, and receptiveness 
to new ideas. “I want a united 
City of Manila, a united people,” 
he declares. He implores his 
constituents not to be fence-sitters 
but rather active participants in 
crafting policies and making sure 
that programs are implemented 
properly. He asks Manileños to 
realize that sometimes, what they 
“have been accustomed to may not 
necessarily be right.”  

Mayor Isko expects intrigues 
to be thrown his way as he goes 

about his duties. This, however, is about his duties. This, however, is 
the least of his worries. The best 
way to silence critics and to remain way to silence critics and to remain 
relevant, he says, is to do the job relevant, he says, is to do the job 
right.  

“I think it is a lesson for us… “I think it is a lesson for us… 
government officials… not to take government officials… not to take 
things lightly. The mandate given things lightly. The mandate given 
to you, the opportunity given to 
you, you really have to take these you, you really have to take these 
seriously. Talagang kailangang 
pagbutihin mo kasi nagbabago 
ang panahon at nagbabago rin 
ang isip ng tao. (You really must . (You really must 
strive to do your best because times strive to do your best because times 
change and people’s minds also 
change.) I think it is a good lesson change.) I think it is a good lesson 
for anyone who wishes to serve 
the government or hold an elective the government or hold an elective 
office.”

Experience, a clear plan, a good Experience, a clear plan, a good 
working relationship with the city working relationship with the city 
council, and an overwhelming 
mandate from his constituency. 
With these tools in hand, the man at With these tools in hand, the man at 
Manila’s helm is more than ready Manila’s helm is more than ready 
for his most important journey.   

Grooming by Floe Tapayan
Location: Rizal Park Hotel

PHOTO BY ROMEO PERALTA, JR.PHOTO BY ROMEO PERALTA, JR.

DEALING WITH 
THE TASK AT HAND

ISKO’S ABILITY TO CONNECT 

WITH THE PEOPLE AND HIS 

BEING BATANG MAYNILA 

SERVED HIM WELL DURING 

THE CAMPAIGN.

  LEAGUE

  LEAGUE

DEALING WITH 
THE TASK AT HAND

ISKO’S ABILITY TO CONNECT 

WITH THE PEOPLE AND HIS 

BEING BATANG MAYNILA 

SERVED HIM WELL DURING 

THE CAMPAIGN.

LEAGUE Magazine Sept-Oct Issue INSIDE.indd   65 9/21/2019   3:10:04 PM



  LEAGUE

YORME ISKO: THE FIRST 60 DAYS

YORME ISKO

  LEAGUE

  LEAGUE

YORME ISKO: THE FIRST 60 DAYS

YORME ISKO has fully 
embraced the role of Manila’s 
man of action. Rather than 
staying at his office all the 
time, he has chosen to 
personally go around the city 
to see the situation firsthand. 
Instead of waiting for his 
deputies to implement the 
city’s ordinances, he has 
chosen to lead relevant teams 
in implementing important 
changes in the country’s 
capital. Following are some 
of the things the Man of the 
People has done in his first 60 
days in office.

YORME ISKO signed an 
executive order mandating the 
strict implementation of ordinances 
banning the sale of liquor within 
200 meters of schools, and to minors 
within the city. Non-compliant 
establishments were padlocked, to 
open only when they have complied 
with the requirements. 

THE MAN OF THE PEOPLE 
ordered the removal of politicians’ 
names—including his—in public 
schools around the city. Having 
one’s name plastered in schools 
is tantamount to “immortalizing 
yourself, as if it is your money. It is 
not your money. That’s the people’s 
money,” the mayor said.  

THE MANILA MAYOR 
launched an anti-gambling drive, 
targeting video karera machines 
and an amusement center inside 
a mall. He said that based on 
their investigation, the supposed 
amusement center was actually a 
gambling center which catered even 
to minors. 
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YORME ISKO signed two 
ordinances—passed in record time—
regarding social amelioration for the 
city’s residents. These prov  ided for a 
Php500 monthly allowance to qualified 
senior citizens, persons with disability, 
and Gr. 12 students from public schools 
being run by the city government.  

THE LOCAL CHIEF EXECUTIVE
launched a cleanup drive in 
Divisoria, Carriedo, Quiapo, 
Blumentritt, Binondo, and other 
areas in Manila. Streets were cleared 
of stalls and other obstructions, 
making them serve their real purpose 
again. Even barangay halls blocking 
sidewalks were demolished. 
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Government officials have taken note of what Yorme 
Isko has done so far. Here’s what some of them have 
to say.  

PRAISE FOR YORME ISKO

“We hope that the actions of 
Mayor Isko will inspire other 

Local Chief Executives in other 
parts of the country to follow 
his example and to similarly 
show decisive leadership in 

bringing about change in their 
communities because that is what 

the people expect.”
DILG Secretary Eduardo Año

“Being the regional director 
of the NCRPO, I am really 

impressed with what he’s done 
in his initial weeks in office. 
We all like what he’s doing.” 
NCRPO Chief P/Maj. Gen. 

Guillermo Eleazar
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“Mabuhay ka, Mayor 
Isko, for what you are 

doing in Manila.”
Defense Secretary 
Delfin Lorenzana

“Being the regional director 
of the NCRPO, I am really 

impressed with what he’s done 
in his initial weeks in office. 
We all like what he’s doing.” 
NCRPO Chief P/Maj. Gen. 

Guillermo Eleazar

YORME ISKO went around the city 
on Sundays and at night to know 
how things are when people think 
“government is not at work.”  He 
called out barangay chairmen and 
policemen found not doing their jobs.               

MANILA’S TOP OFFICIAL 
signed a memorandum of 
agreement with a popular food 
chain for the employment of senior 
citizens. 

YORME ISKO granted Museo 
Pambata a 25-year lease extension, 
thus guaranteeing that the museum 
will continue to be of service to 
children from Manila and beyond. 
This is being hailed as a fine 
example of a partnership between 
a local government and a private 
institution.
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S
ilang, Cavite Vice Mayor 
Aidel Belamide warmly 
welcomes everyone to his 
office with a handshake, a 

wide smile, and eyes sparking joy 
and passion. His cordiality eased 
us into a lengthy conversation that 
revealed his beginnings as a scholar 
and his present life as the second 
highest official in his hometown. 
His profession showed in the way 
he spoke—well-versed, informative, 
and full of details that made his 
story as vibrant as it’s inspirational.

The 32-year-old politician leads 
by his brand as “Teacher ng Bayan,” 
and “Leader ng Kabataan.” He 
wants to teach the principles of 
good governance not just to the 
people, but to the whole council 
as well. “I want to develop the 
council in such a way that we follow 
these principles. I’m coming from 
the belief that the Sangguniang 
Bayan is the council of the people, 
for the people. From the word 
itself, sangguni, which means to 
refer. Hence, kapag may tanong 
o problema ang bayan, sa amin 

Silang, Cavite Vice Mayor Aidel Belamide talks about 
jumpstarting the next generation for strong governance and 
how he’s helping to shape a brighter future for their town.

sumasangguni (when the people have 
a question or a problem, they consult 
us),” he says. 

SERVING THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST
At age 15, Vice Mayor Aidel served 
as the Sangguniang Kabataan 
Municipal Federation President, his 
first foray into politics. His term 
lasted until 2007, back when he was 
juggling his responsibilities as a 
student and as a young leader. Two 
years later, then-21-year-old Aidel 
was tapped to run for a seat in the 
council. Fresh out of the University 
of the Philippines-Los Baños where 
he studied Communication Arts, 
young Aidel, though grateful for the 
opportunity, felt unprepared to take 
on such a post. “I was presented to 
the rest of the political leaders of our 
town, but even if I had that meeting, I 
was half-hearted,” he recalls. Unsure 
of what to do next, he went from 
church to church to find counsel in 
the divine. Little did he know that the 
answer will be served right up to him 
in his last destination.

He dropped by several churches, 
starting from Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish in Tagaytay, but it was closed. 
He went next to The Pink Sisters 
Convent, also in Tagaytay, which 
was also closed. Finally, he decided 
to head to Silang’s Nuestra Señora 
de Candelaria Parish Church. He 
saw a priest at the convent, and 
directly confessed his concern about 
running for a position in Silang’s 
municipal council. “Bakit mo ba 
gustong tumakbo? (Why do you 
want to run)”? was the priest’s 
question, and he honestly answered 
that people told him that it’s a sure 
win on his end, what with his good 
track record as SK president. The 
priest’s response was his wake-up 
call. 

“Ang sagot sa akin ng pari, 
‘Hindi ka tatakbo kasi mananalo 
ka. Tatakbo ka kasi maglilingkod 
ka. (The priest replied, ‘You won’t 
run because you’re going to win. 
You’ll run because you will serve.)’ 
And that shook me like thunder,” 
the vice mayor says. He decided 
not to run; instead, he focused on 

Millennial Leader
The
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HIS ROOTS KEEP HIM 
GROUNDED 

With education as one of his personal 
advocacies, Vice Mayor Aidel seeks to 
further develop their local agriculture high 
school, the first one established by a local 
government unit in the entire Southern 
Tagalog region.  

TOWARD A  
BRIGHTER FUTURE
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Their basic goal is to continue 
bringing the council closer to the 
people and modernizing legislation, 
as presented by the vice mayor 
himself during their first session 
this term. 

To improve Silang’s economy, 
a business incubator program is 
in the works to provide training 
and capital to their kababayans
who plan to start a business. The 
public employment service office 
will be strengthened to further 
generate jobs, and a resolution will 
be passed to adopt an agricultural 
development plan.

New roads will be constructed 
to connect the town to nearby 
industrialized cities like 
Dasmariñas and General Trias, as 
well as a bridge that will connect 
several barangays within Silang.

As part of their environmental 
efforts, the town council enacted 
an environment code, a watershed 
ordinance, and water catchment 
basin ordinance. Another ordinance 
will provide incentives to 
businesses and barangays which 
consistently support and participate 
in activities related to these 
environmental policies.

The youth is very much 
involved in Silang’s advancement, 
thus full scholarships will be 
awarded for upcoming law and 
medicine students, apart from their 
current roster of scholars taking 
up agriculture. With education as 
one of his personal advocacies, 
Vice Mayor Aidel seeks to further 
develop their local agriculture high 
school, the first one established 
by a local government unit in the 
entire Southern Tagalog region.

The above are just some of 
the things on the list of planned 
projects for the betterment of 
Silang. “In simple terms, we 
want to achieve sustainable 

teaching, then studied Anthropology 
at the Ateneo de Manila University 
for his master’s degree. He received 
a fellowship grant from the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency, 
where he finished his course in two 
years, before he flew back to the 
country. And by then, he was ready.

He won as councilor in 2013, and 
became vice mayor in 2016. Now on 
his second term as the “Ikalawang 
Punongbayan,” he’s bent on using 
his knowledge, energy, and youthful 
idealism to improve the lives of their 
townsmen. 

TOWARD A  
BRIGHTER FUTURE
Passion drives this public servant to 
work harder every day. And these 
days, his fire burns brighter than 
ever. “Right now, I’m more excited 
and passionate about my work. The 
other day, I was reflecting and asked 
myself, what have I done to serve 
my town? Gusto ko, bawat araw na 
meron ako, may ginagawa akong 
mabuti para sa aking bayan (What I 
want is, every day of my life, there 
is something good I could do for my
town),” Vice Mayor Aidel ponders.
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development. We are developing 
the economy and at the same time, 
sustaining the environment and 
uplifting the socio-cultural welfare 
of our people,” the vice mayor 
explains.

HIS ROOTS KEEP HIM 
GROUNDED 
As a young politician, Vice Mayor 
Aidel admits that his role is a tough 
one. “To be a young vice mayor is 
actually a hard task. Bilang bata, 
paano mo papapaniwalain ‘yung 
mas matatanda sa’yo na deserve 
mo ‘yung trust and belief nila? 
At higit sa lahat, paano mo sila 
pasusunurin sa direksiyon na gusto 
mo para sa bayan? (As a young 
official, how will you convince 
the elder citizens that you deserve 
their trust? Most of all, how will 
you make them accept the direction 
you want for the town?)” he asks. 
Instead of seeing it as a source of 
conflict however, he considers his 
youth as both a challenge and a 
gift. “It’s a source of idealism, of 
belief and faith. Buhay na buhay pa 
sa puso mo ‘yung pag-asa at ‘yung 
pananampalataya (Hope and faith 
still burn bright within you),” 
he says.

He attributes this belief to 
his grandparents, who early on 
instilled in him the love for Silang. 
They used to tell him stories of 
the glorious past of his town. 
Meanwhile, UP Los Baños taught 
him the importance of native 
citizens. “Kahit ano man ang ating 
pinag-aralan o posisyon sa lipunan 
ay kailangan mo silang pakinggan, 
sapagkat sila ay bahagi ng lipunan 
at may kinabukasang dapat na 
hubugin, para sa kanilang sarili at 
sa kanilang mga anak (Whatever 
we have studied or whatever our 
stature in life is, we have to listen 
to [our elders], because they are 

With education as one of his personal 
advocacies, Vice Mayor Aidel seeks to 
further develop their local agriculture high 
school, the first one established by a local 
government unit in the entire Southern 
Tagalog region.  
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part of the future that we are 
shaping, for themselves and their 
children),” Vice Mayor Aidel 
points out.

A MAN OF MANY HATS
Vice Mayor Aidel is not only a 
public servant. He is also a farmer, 
a teacher, and an anthropologist. 
In the morning, he tends to their 
farm, which grows coffee and 
pineapples. When he’s done 
with his duties as the vice chief 
executive of Silang, he does a 
lot of research, specifically on 
Southern Tagalog culture and 
society. And whenever he’s free, 
he squeezes in time to read and 
write it all down, too. “It’s one 
thing na hindi ko tinatanggal sa 
aking sarili (That’s one thing I 
do not distance myself from),” he 
discloses.

More than all the titles, though, 
it’s the opportunity to be someone 
else’s hope that fuels Vice Mayor 
Aidel to go on, no matter what 
role he’s dressed up for any day 
of his life—the chance to shape 
the future of his town and make 
it a place that Silangueños can be 
proud of. 

Grooming by Pia Manglo

TO IMPROVE SILANG’S 
ECONOMY, A BUSINESS 

INCUBATOR PROGRAM IS 
IN THE WORKS TO PROVIDE 
TRAINING AND CAPITAL TO 

THEIR KABABAYANS WHO PLAN KABABAYANS WHO PLAN KABABAYANS
TO START A BUSINESS. 
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G
ive it your best flip, jump high 
up in the air, and successfully 
soar through it. This is what 
Virgilio “Jhong” Hilario, Jr. 

keeps in mind every time a new 
door of opportunity opens for him, 
whether in the field of entertainment 
or public service.  

Well, not quite literally though. 
But Hilario, a 43-year-old 

second-term councilor of Makati 
City’s First District, has indeed 
proven his mettle in the political 
arena, just as he has in the 
entertainment scene. He describes 
his young self as a batang kalye, 
one raised in the bustling streets 
of Barangay Bangkal. He did 
not pursue college but instead 
performed the death-defying 
acrobatic stunts of the dance group 
Streetboys even when he hardly 
knew how to sway to the beat.

In time, he perfected his moves 
and took on the challenges of a 
number of accidental but life-
changing opportunities that came 
his way. Like dancing, he says, 
“Lahat talaga pwedeng matutunan 
kung gagawin mo ‘yung best mo. 
(You could learn how to do just 

THE GREAT LEAP
Makati City First District Councilor Jhong Hilario on rising to the 
challenges of public service, training under the strict guidance of 
Mayor Abby Binay, and following his father’s shining legacy.

BY EDWIN P. GALVEZ
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROMEO PERALTA, JR.

about anything as long as you give 
your best.)”

Hilario garnered acclaim for 
his stirring performances in film 
and television, even snagging 
a major acting honor; brought 
steady laughs to madlang pipol 
(the masses) on a daily noontime 
show; and bannered the globally 
competitive Filipino talent in a 
string of international films and 
with a popular musical theater 
production in the United Kingdom.

BEYOND ENTERTAINMENT
Beyond entertaining the public as 
Philippine television’s “Sample 
King,” Hilario decided to serve 
the people of Makati. He topped 
the councilor’s race in his district 
in 2016, a feat he repeated in this 
year’s local elections.

“Never ako nag-dream na 
maging isang konsehal ng Makati 
o maging isang public servant—
dinala ‘ko rito eh (I never dreamt 
of being a Makati councilor or 
public servant—fate brought me 
here),” he says. 

He credits this achievement 
to the unassailable legacy of his 

father who moved from Asingan, 
Pangasinan to the city in his early 
20s. A high school dropout, the 
elder Hilario first engaged in menial 
jobs (shoeshine boy, umbrella 
repairman, and gardener) and rose 
to managing his own profitable 
construction business. In the end, 
he chose to be a public servant, 
serving his barangay as a kagawad 
(councilor) for seven years and 
chairman for 18 years. He later 
became a three-term city councilor. 

His father’s impressive 34 
years of public service became 
Hilario’s own model of a successful 
probinsyano (small-town lad) 
because he gained the respect and 
admiration of his constituents.

“Hindi ko mararating ito kung 
hindi dahil sa kanya dahil siya ang 
nag-umpisa nito (I wouldn’t have 
accomplished this if not for him 
because he started all this),” he 
shares, reminiscing his past like a 
wide-eyed boy who used to climb 
the kaimito (star apple) trees and 
catch spiders inside an imburnal 
(sewer) in Bangkal.

“At napakaswerte ko kasi ‘yung 
leadership at legacy na iniwan niya 
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G
ive it your best flip, jump high 
up in the air, and successfully 
soar through it. This is what 
Virgilio “Jhong” Hilario, Jr. 

keeps in mind every time a new 
door of opportunity opens for him, 
whether in the field of entertainment 
or public service.  

Well, not quite literally though. 
But Hilario, a 43-year-old 

second-term councilor of Makati 
City’s First District, has indeed 
proven his mettle in the political 
arena, just as he has in the 
entertainment scene. He describes 
his young self as a batang kalye, 
one raised in the bustling streets 
of Barangay Bangkal. He did 
not pursue college but instead 
performed the death-defying 
acrobatic stunts of the dance group 
Streetboys even when he hardly 
knew how to sway to the beat.

In time, he perfected his moves 
and took on the challenges of a 
number of accidental but life-
changing opportunities that came 
his way. Like dancing, he says, 
“Lahat talaga pwedeng matutunan 
kung gagawin mo ‘yung best mo. 
(You could learn how to do just 

THE GREAT LEAP
Makati City First District Councilor Jhong Hilario on rising to the 
challenges of public service, training under the strict guidance of 
Mayor Abby Binay, and following his father’s shining legacy.
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Hilario garnered acclaim for 
his stirring performances in film 
and television, even snagging 
a major acting honor; brought 
steady laughs to madlang pipol 
(the masses) on a daily noontime 
show; and bannered the globally 
competitive Filipino talent in a 
string of international films and 
with a popular musical theater 
production in the United Kingdom.

BEYOND ENTERTAINMENT
Beyond entertaining the public as 
Philippine television’s “Sample 
King,” Hilario decided to serve 
the people of Makati. He topped 
the councilor’s race in his district 
in 2016, a feat he repeated in this 
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IN HIS FATHER’S FOOTSTEPS
Hilario’s father, a devout Catholic 
who organized evangelization 
work with Soldiers for Christ, 
played a major role in shaping his 
character. His father taught him 
well, particularly about the value of 
earning other people’s respect and 
keeping one’s integrity intact despite 
the lure of corruption and vices. 

“Para sa erpat ko, ang goal 
sa pagpasok sa pulitika ay para 
yumaman sa respeto at sa mga 
natulungan, hindi para yumaman sa 
pera… Lumaki kami na may takot sa 
Diyos, may disiplina, may respeto sa 
kapwa. Aanhin mo ‘yung kayamanan 
kung pansarili mo lang naman? (In 
my father’s case, the goal in joining 
politics was to gain people’s respect, 
enrich oneself by helping others, 
rather than get rich financially. We 
grew up God-fearing, disciplined, 
respectful of others. What do you 
need wealth for if you are to keep it 
for yourself alone?)” he stresses.

Hilario tried to follow in his 
father’s footsteps and worked the 
best way he could on his first term. 
And he still does, now that he’s on 
his second term as a city councilor, 
learning from and inspired by the 
hard work and dedication of his 
hands-on Makati City Mayor Mar-
len Abigail “Abby” Binay-Campos, 

Vice Mayor Monique Yazmin María 
“Nik” Quiríno Lagdaméo, and 
his fellow councilors who elected 
him president of the Philippine 
Councilors League (PCL) Makati 
chapter.

“Ang swerte ko kasi meron 
akong magagaling na trainers—
tapat sa tungkulin, masipag. Di ba 
nakakahiya naman itong mayor mo, 
itong vice mayor mo, napakasipag, 
araw-araw nandirito sa city 
hall, ikaw hindi pumapasok (I’m 
fortunate to have good trainers—true 
to their duties, hardworking. With a 
hardworking mayor and vice mayor 
who are at city hall every day, it’d 
be a shame not to be around),”  
says Hilario.

He says Mayor Binay, a stickler 
for organization and competence, 
organizes trainings not only for the 
councilors but also for department 
heads and employees. “Mas 
napadali kasi lahat gusto niya 
matuto o alam naming lahat ng 
ginagawa namin. (Things are easier 
now because she wants everyone to 
learn or know what we’re doing.)”

WORKING WEDNESDAYS
Wednesdays are sacred for Hilario 
as the weekly council session 
finds him poring over legislative 
proposals, sharing his views on 

pending city or community projects, 
and pushing for his own advocacies 
like environmental protection and 
promotion of traditional Filipino 
culture. His ordinance to plant 
bangkal trees within his home 
barangay to keep its residents aware 
of their roots was recently passed.

Hilario is concerned that children 
today are not being taught about our 
cultural values and norms. “Kasi 
baka dumating ‘yung panahon na 
hindi na rin natin makilala ‘yung 
kultura natin, na nakakalungkot 
kasi kapag pumupunta ka ng ibang 
bansa, nakikita mo pa ‘yung kultura 
nila. ‘Yun ‘yung nakakainggit. 
Siguro magsisimula ‘yun sa school 
muna. (There might come a time 
when we couldn’t recognize our 
culture, which is sad since when 
we go abroad, we see that they are 
in touch with their culture. Perhaps 
such could start in schools.)”          

Sans any legal impediment 
for him to continue practicing his 
profession, Hilario continues to 
entertain the people through his 
noontime program and shows. 
Still, he was able to keep a good 
attendance record in the council 
throughout his first term.  

He explains, “Swerte rin ako kasi 
pumapayag ‘yung ‘Probinsyano’ 
before at ‘Showtime’ na basta 

Upholding the Filipino culture is one of Hilario’s key advocacies.

sa barangay namin at sa Makati, 
sa District 1, sobrang tumatak sa 
tao. Kaya iniisip ko, hindi ako nag-
number one o nanalo dahil artista 
ako, kundi dahil nagustuhan nila 
yung legacy na iniwan ng erpat 
ko, ‘yung mga nagawa niya. Kasi 
dito sa Makati hindi porke’t artista, 
mananalo ka. (I’m truly fortunate 
because his leadership and legacy to 
our community and to Makati’s First 
District left an indelible mark in 
the people’s hearts. I figure I didn’t 
emerge as topnotcher or winner 
because I’m a celebrity, but because 
the people appreciate my father’s 
legacy. Here in Makati, being a 
celebrity doesn’t guarantee electoral 
success.)”

I’m fortunate 
to have good 
trainers—true to 

their duties, hardworking. 
With a hardworking 
mayor and vice mayor 
who are at city hall every 
day, it’d be a shame not to 
be around.”
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well, particularly about the value of 
earning other people’s respect and 
keeping one’s integrity intact despite 
the lure of corruption and vices. 

“Para sa erpat ko, ang goal 
sa pagpasok sa pulitika ay para 
yumaman sa respeto at sa mga 
natulungan, hindi para yumaman sa 
pera… Lumaki kami na may takot sa 
Diyos, may disiplina, may respeto sa 
kapwa. Aanhin mo ‘yung kayamanan 
kung pansarili mo lang naman? (In 
my father’s case, the goal in joining 
politics was to gain people’s respect, 
enrich oneself by helping others, 
rather than get rich financially. We 
grew up God-fearing, disciplined, 
respectful of others. What do you 
need wealth for if you are to keep it 
for yourself alone?)” he stresses.

Hilario tried to follow in his 
father’s footsteps and worked the 
best way he could on his first term. 
And he still does, now that he’s on 
his second term as a city councilor, 
learning from and inspired by the 
hard work and dedication of his 
hands-on Makati City Mayor Mar-
len Abigail “Abby” Binay-Campos, 

Vice Mayor Monique Yazmin María 
“Nik” Quiríno Lagdaméo, and 
his fellow councilors who elected 
him president of the Philippine 
Councilors League (PCL) Makati 
chapter.

“Ang swerte ko kasi meron 
akong magagaling na trainers—
tapat sa tungkulin, masipag. Di ba 
nakakahiya naman itong mayor mo, 
itong vice mayor mo, napakasipag, 
araw-araw nandirito sa city 
hall, ikaw hindi pumapasok (I’m 
fortunate to have good trainers—true 
to their duties, hardworking. With a 
hardworking mayor and vice mayor 
who are at city hall every day, it’d 
be a shame not to be around),”  
says Hilario.

He says Mayor Binay, a stickler 
for organization and competence, 
organizes trainings not only for the 
councilors but also for department 
heads and employees. “Mas 
napadali kasi lahat gusto niya 
matuto o alam naming lahat ng 
ginagawa namin. (Things are easier 
now because she wants everyone to 
learn or know what we’re doing.)”

WORKING WEDNESDAYS
Wednesdays are sacred for Hilario 
as the weekly council session 
finds him poring over legislative 
proposals, sharing his views on 

pending city or community projects, 
and pushing for his own advocacies 
like environmental protection and 
promotion of traditional Filipino 
culture. His ordinance to plant 
bangkal trees within his home 
barangay to keep its residents aware 
of their roots was recently passed.

Hilario is concerned that children 
today are not being taught about our 
cultural values and norms. “Kasi 
baka dumating ‘yung panahon na 
hindi na rin natin makilala ‘yung 
kultura natin, na nakakalungkot 
kasi kapag pumupunta ka ng ibang 
bansa, nakikita mo pa ‘yung kultura 
nila. ‘Yun ‘yung nakakainggit. 
Siguro magsisimula ‘yun sa school 
muna. (There might come a time 
when we couldn’t recognize our 
culture, which is sad since when 
we go abroad, we see that they are 
in touch with their culture. Perhaps 
such could start in schools.)”          

Sans any legal impediment 
for him to continue practicing his 
profession, Hilario continues to 
entertain the people through his 
noontime program and shows. 
Still, he was able to keep a good 
attendance record in the council 
throughout his first term.  

He explains, “Swerte rin ako kasi 
pumapayag ‘yung ‘Probinsyano’ 
before at ‘Showtime’ na basta 

Upholding the Filipino culture is one of Hilario’s key advocacies.

sa barangay namin at sa Makati, 
sa District 1, sobrang tumatak sa 
tao. Kaya iniisip ko, hindi ako nag-
number one o nanalo dahil artista 
ako, kundi dahil nagustuhan nila 
yung legacy na iniwan ng erpat 
ko, ‘yung mga nagawa niya. Kasi 
dito sa Makati hindi porke’t artista, 
mananalo ka. (I’m truly fortunate 
because his leadership and legacy to 
our community and to Makati’s First 
District left an indelible mark in 
the people’s hearts. I figure I didn’t 
emerge as topnotcher or winner 
because I’m a celebrity, but because 
the people appreciate my father’s 
legacy. Here in Makati, being a 
celebrity doesn’t guarantee electoral 
success.)”

I’m fortunate 
to have good 
trainers—true to 

their duties, hardworking. 
With a hardworking 
mayor and vice mayor 
who are at city hall every 
day, it’d be a shame not to 
be around.”

LEAGUE Magazine Sept-Oct Issue INSIDE.indd   79 9/21/2019   3:10:54 PM



  LEAGUE

“I’VE BEEN IN THE 
LIMELIGHT AS A DANCER, ACTOR,  
AND HOST [HERE] AND ABROAD.

I GUESS IT’S TIME THAT I SHOWCASE 
WHAT I CAN DO AS A PUBLIC SERVANT. 

I DO NOT LINGER ON WHAT COULD 
HAPPEN BECAUSE I HAVE BECOME 
ACCUSTOMED TO ACCEPTING GOD’S 
PLAN FOR ME, WHETHER HE WANTS 

ME HERE OR ELSEWHERE.” 

HIS MOST CHALLENGING 
ROLE YET
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I’VE BEEN IN THE 
LIMELIGHT AS A DANCER, ACTOR,  
AND HOST [HERE] AND ABROAD.

I GUESS IT’S TIME THAT I SHOWCASE 
WHAT I CAN DO AS A PUBLIC SERVANT. 

I DO NOT LINGER ON WHAT COULD 
HAPPEN BECAUSE I HAVE BECOME 
ACCUSTOMED TO ACCEPTING GOD’S 
PLAN FOR ME, WHETHER HE WANTS 

ME HERE OR ELSEWHERE. 

Wednesday, session day ko ‘yan. 
Huwag niyong pakialaman ‘yan kasi Huwag niyong pakialaman ‘yan kasi 
kailangan kong gawin ‘yan. Swerte 
ako at naiintindihan nina Direk 
Bobet Vidanes, Vice Ganda, at Coco 
Martin ang tungkulin ko bilang 
konsehal. Kapag may importanteng 
mga meetings dito sa city hall 
nage-excuse ako sa kanila. Sabi ko, 
‘Trabaho ko ‘to, hindi ko naman 
pwedeng pabayaan.’ pwedeng pabayaan.’ (I am lucky 
since those behind ‘Probinsyano’
and ‘Showtime’ recognize that 
Wednesday is session day for 
me. I am lucky since Direk Bobet Direk Bobet Direk
Vidanes, Vice Ganda, and Coco 
Martin understand my duties as a 
councilor. They let me be because 
I have to attend to that. When there 
are important meetings here at city 
hall, I excuse myself. I tell them, 
‘This is my job, I couldn’t take it for 
granted.’)”  

While he knows that he has to 
keep on learning about his job, it 
also pays that Hilario finds joy in 
helping people because, like his 
father, he truly cares for them. He 
sees it as his responsibility to help 
improve their lot, guided by the oath 
he took as a public servant.

“Nage-enjoy ako kasi ang dami 
kong natututunan (I enjoy doing this 
because I learn a lot),” he shares. 
“Nagkakaroon ka ng pagkakataon 
na i-value mo ‘yung mga buhay 
ng tao, kung ano ‘yung dapat para 
sa kanila o kung ano ‘yung dapat 
tama. Dahil may power ka to 
legislate, para gumawa ng maganda. 
Nage-Nage-enjoy ako kasi parang ‘yung 
pagtulong mo dati bilang artista, pagtulong mo dati bilang artista, 

mas lumalawak, mas marami kang mas lumalawak, mas marami kang 
natutulungan. natutulungan. (You find the chance 
to value other people’s lives, what to value other people’s lives, what 
they rightfully deserve. Because you they rightfully deserve. Because you 
have the power to legislate, to do have the power to legislate, to do 
something positive. I enjoy what I’m 
doing because now I can help even doing because now I can help even 
more people than I was able to help more people than I was able to help 
as an actor.)”

Thus, he quickly acts on the 
many concerns of Makatizens, many concerns of Makatizens, 
(Makati citizens) anchored on the 
efforts of Mayor Abby Binay to efforts of Mayor Abby Binay to 
make Makati a “Smart City” by make Makati a “Smart City” by 
2022 through the efficient use of 
digital technologies, including free digital technologies, including free 
Wi-Fi Internet access in the city’s 27 Wi-Fi Internet access in the city’s 27 
barangaysbarangays.

HIS MOST CHALLENGING 
ROLE YET
Hilario takes his work as councilor Hilario takes his work as councilor 
very seriously, and he is proud of very seriously, and he is proud of 
the strides the city council has made the strides the city council has made 
to better the lives of both Makati to better the lives of both Makati 
residents and those who work in the residents and those who work in the 
city. One shining proof of this is his city. One shining proof of this is his 
legislative leadership in steering the legislative leadership in steering the 
passage last July of the ordinance passage last July of the ordinance 
regarding the Php200-billion Makati regarding the Php200-billion Makati 
subway system.

Set for completion in 2025, the 
10-station Makati subway system 
will decongest traffic for some will decongest traffic for some 
700,000 commuters and keep at 700,000 commuters and keep at 
least 270,000 vehicles off the city’s least 270,000 vehicles off the city’s 
streets.

More important, discloses 
Hilario, traveling from Bonifacio Hilario, traveling from Bonifacio 
Global City (BGC) or the Global City (BGC) or the barangays
of Pembo or Comembo going to of Pembo or Comembo going to 
the city hall will take at most 10 the city hall will take at most 10 

minutes—far shorter than the usual 
commuting time of 30 minutes 
to one hour due to heavy traffic. 
He also said that 10,000 jobs for 
Makatizens will be created when the 
system becomes operational.

Hilario would also like to 
introduce to the city’s schools a 
student ID that, when swiped, will 
make an application send a text 
message to parents, informing them 
that their child has either safely 
reached or left the school.

One experience Hilario cherishes 
is his having been part of the 
National Movement of Young 
Legislators (NMYL), a group of 
local legislators aged 35 years and 
below. He enjoyed the experience of 
meeting fellow young leaders and 
learning from them, even if they 
occupy higher positions than him. 
“Kahit na governor pa ‘yun o ano, 
pantay-pantay kayo dun. Walang 
mataas, walang mababa, (Whether 
one is a governor or occupies some 
other position, all are equals. No one 
is above the others),” he reveals.

For Hilario, every day is a 
challenge as he has to keep  a 
responsive schedule without 
sacrificing his work as a public 
servant. “I know mahirap. 
Kailangan kong pumasok lagi. Kasi 
si Mayor Abby medyo mahigpit. 
Kailangan sa attendance laging 
andiyan ka. Ang motto ko na ngayon 
ay ‘Life is too short to waste time.’
Kung ano ‘yung kaya mong gawin 
ngayon gawin mo na. Hindi ko alam 
kung aabot ba ako ng 50 o 60. (I 
know it’s hard. I always have to 
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be present, as Mayor Abby is quite 
strict when it comes to attendance. 
My motto nowadays is ‘Life is too 
short to waste time.’ Do what you 
can. I don’t know if I’ll live to 50 
or 60.)”

Hilario knows fully well what 
he has to do, and why. “Ang aim ko 
kasi as an entertainer, gusto kong 
ma-entertain ang tao sa akin. (My 
aim as an entertainer is to entertain 
people.) So, I’ll do my best as a 
councilor. Kung nagustuhan nila 
‘yung pagse-service ko, maraming 
salamat. I’m doing my best kasi 
ayoko ring mapahiya ‘yung tatay 
ko. Gusto ko rin maging inspirasyon 
ako ng mga pamangkin ko at ng 
mga kabataang gustong maging 
public servant din.public servant din. (If they are 
satisfied with the service I render, 
thank you very much. I am doing 
my best since I don’t want to tarnish 
my father’s name. I also want to be 
an inspiration to my nephews and 
nieces and to other young ones who 
want to be public servants as well.)”

Asked if he plans to become 
the city’s chief executive someday, 
Hilario shares: “Nagpasikat na 
ako sa sayaw, bilang actor at host 

[dito] at sa ibang bansa. Siguro 
it’s time na magpasikat naman ako 
rito or gawin ko naman ‘yung best 
ko as public servant kaya hindi ko 
muna iniisip kung ano ‘yung mga 
mangyayari sa akin kasi sanay nga 
ako na hinihipan na lang ni God 
kung saan, dito ka anak o doon 
na lang. Basta thankful ako dahil 
binigyan ako ni God ng talent na talent na talent
marami na talagang mapapasayang 
tao.” (I’ve been in the limelight 
as a dancer, actor, and host [here] 
and abroad. I guess it’s time that I 
showcase what I can do as a public 
servant. I do not linger on what 
could happen because I have become 
accustomed to accepting God’s plan 
for me, whether he wants me here or 
elsewhere. I’m thankful to God for 
the talent he has given me, which 
brings joy to a lot of people.)” 

Hilario’s path toward greater 
success as public servant may seem 
like a straight line for now, but don’t 
expect him to simply walk on. He’d 
most certainly somersault his way 
or do his signature backward flips to 
reach his goals.   

“I’VE BEEN IN THE 
LIMELIGHT AS A DANCER, ACTOR,  
AND HOST [HERE] AND ABROAD.

I GUESS IT’S TIME THAT I SHOWCASE 
WHAT I CAN DO AS A PUBLIC SERVANT. 

I DO NOT LINGER ON WHAT COULD 
HAPPEN BECAUSE I HAVE BECOME 
ACCUSTOMED TO ACCEPTING GOD’S 
PLAN FOR ME, WHETHER HE WANTS 

ME HERE OR ELSEWHERE.” 
Grooming by Floe Tapayan

HIS MOST CHALLENGING 
ROLE YET
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ON TATTERED FLAGS  
AND TAMBAYS

In one of the foundations’ ongoing 
projects, Maging Magiting, the 
country’s symbol takes the spotlight 
as damaged flags all over the country 
are replaced with new ones. Ayala 
Foundation coordinated with the 
National Historical Commission 
of the Philippines (NHCP), which 
informed them that one of their 
biggest challenges is really simple: 
“updating our tattered flags.” While 
they couldn’t replace all the flags, the 
foundation committed to providing 
10,000 of them. 

With the help of the Department 
of Education, flags in public 
schools are now being replaced. 
National Capital Region Police 
Office (NCRPO) Chief Guillermo 
Eleazar underscored its importance 
as “people are forgetting the proper 
respect, handling, and discarding of 
the flag.”

Maranan agrees, saying “How 
can we expect any Filipino to be 
respectful if the very symbol of our 
country is not given value and proper 
respect?”

Aside from Maging Magiting, AFI 
is also prototyping another program 
that focuses on out-of-school youth. 
Sari-Saring Aralan aims to disrupt 
the out-of-school youth by going to 
where they hang out—the tindahan.

Turning their “tambayan” into a 
learning hub, Maranan says they are 
giving these people an opportunity to 
start a new life. “But we’ll only give 
them the opportunity. The choice is 
theirs,” he says. “Tambay sila pero 
tao pa rin sila. Sabi nga nila, ‘Bakit 
po kayo nagtitiyaga sa ‘min?’ Eh sabi 
namin, ‘Bakit hindi? Magtitiyaga ba 
kayo sa oportunidad?’ Tumaya sila 
and they got it. (They’re out-of-school 
youth, but they’re still humans. They 
asked us, ‘Why are you doing all of 
this for us?’ We said, ‘Why not? Will 
you persevere given the opportunity?’ 
They bet on themselves and they  
got it.)”

Article 26 of the 1948 Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
proclaimed by the United Nations 
(UN) states that “everyone has the 
right to education.” But aside from 
education, Maranan also believes 
that access to reasonable technology 
is equally a right. “Because if you 
just do the traditional teaching and 
our students are not oriented with the 
[latest] technology, just imagine how 
far [behind] we will be in aligning 
ourselves with the global trends,”  
he says.

In line with the above is the 
ProFuturo program launched in 2017, 
starting with 31 schools around El 
Nido, Palawan, and Puerto Galera, 
Oriental Mindoro. According to 
their 2018 Annual Report, it has 
reached over 12,730 students and is 
expanding to 94 schools around the 
MIMAROPA region.

Despite their push toward access 
to digital technology, Maranan 
recognizes that this is not the pressing 

There are 
emerging 
situations and 

challenges. Therefore, we 
have to be agile. We have 
to keep the grit despite 
the difficulties that we 
are undergoing.”

C
hange. The word sounds 
daunting, often connoting 
something drastic and 
massive, and often requires 
resources and time. But Ayala 

Foundation, Incorporated (AFI) 
President Ruel Maranan likes to 
remind people that the magnitude 
of one’s role is not what matters. 
“What’s more important is how you 
use that role to make a difference in 
the lives of others,” Maranan says.

For over 50 years, AFI has 
consistently provided solutions to 
address the pressing needs of the 
times. “There are emerging situations 
and challenges,” he observes. 
“Therefore, we have to be agile. 
We have to keep the grit despite the 
difficulties that we are undergoing.”

BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DANIEL SORIANO

DARE TO CHANGE
 Ayala Foundation President Ruel Maranan talks 
about the importance of empowering communities—
that is, “promoting independence, so they could 
become interdependent.”
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as damaged flags all over the country 
are replaced with new ones. Ayala 
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National Historical Commission 
of the Philippines (NHCP), which 
informed them that one of their 
biggest challenges is really simple: 
“updating our tattered flags.” While 
they couldn’t replace all the flags, the 
foundation committed to providing 
10,000 of them. 

With the help of the Department 
of Education, flags in public 
schools are now being replaced. 
National Capital Region Police 
Office (NCRPO) Chief Guillermo 
Eleazar underscored its importance 
as “people are forgetting the proper 
respect, handling, and discarding of 
the flag.”

Maranan agrees, saying “How 
can we expect any Filipino to be 
respectful if the very symbol of our 
country is not given value and proper 
respect?”

Aside from Maging Magiting, AFI 
is also prototyping another program 
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the out-of-school youth by going to 
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asked us, ‘Why are you doing all of 
this for us?’ We said, ‘Why not? Will 
you persevere given the opportunity?’ 
They bet on themselves and they  
got it.)”
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Declaration of Human Rights 
proclaimed by the United Nations 
(UN) states that “everyone has the 
right to education.” But aside from 
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that access to reasonable technology 
is equally a right. “Because if you 
just do the traditional teaching and 
our students are not oriented with the 
[latest] technology, just imagine how 
far [behind] we will be in aligning 
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he says.
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Nido, Palawan, and Puerto Galera, 
Oriental Mindoro. According to 
their 2018 Annual Report, it has 
reached over 12,730 students and is 
expanding to 94 schools around the 
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to digital technology, Maranan 
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that is, “promoting independence, so they could 
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With the help of the Department 
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National Capital Region Police 
Office (NCRPO) Chief Guillermo 
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as “people are forgetting the proper 
respect, handling, and discarding of 
the flag.”

Maranan agrees, saying “How 
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respectful if the very symbol of our 
country is not given value and proper 
respect?”

Aside from Maging Magiting, AFI 
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remind people that the magnitude 
of one’s role is not what matters. 
“What’s more important is how you 
use that role to make a difference in 
the lives of others,” Maranan says.

For over 50 years, AFI has 
consistently provided solutions to 
address the pressing needs of the 
times. “There are emerging situations 
and challenges,” he observes. 
“Therefore, we have to be agile. 
We have to keep the grit despite the 
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In one of the foundations’ ongoing 
projects, Maging Magiting, the 
country’s symbol takes the spotlight 
as damaged flags all over the country 
are replaced with new ones. Ayala 
Foundation coordinated with the 
National Historical Commission 
of the Philippines (NHCP), which 
informed them that one of their 
biggest challenges is really simple: 
“updating our tattered flags.” While 
they couldn’t replace all the flags, the 
foundation committed to providing 
10,000 of them. 

With the help of the Department 
of Education, flags in public 
schools are now being replaced. 
National Capital Region Police 
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There are 
emerging 
situations and 

challenges. Therefore, we 
have to be agile. We have 
to keep the grit despite 
the difficulties that we 
are undergoing.”

C
hange. The word sounds 
daunting, often connoting 
something drastic and 
massive, and often requires 
resources and time. But Ayala 

Foundation, Incorporated (AFI) 
President Ruel Maranan likes to 
remind people that the magnitude 
of one’s role is not what matters. 
“What’s more important is how you 
use that role to make a difference in 
the lives of others,” Maranan says.

For over 50 years, AFI has 
consistently provided solutions to 
address the pressing needs of the 
times. “There are emerging situations 
and challenges,” he observes. 
“Therefore, we have to be agile. 
We have to keep the grit despite the 
difficulties that we are undergoing.”

BY HELEN HERNANE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DANIEL SORIANO

DARE TO CHANGE
 Ayala Foundation President Ruel Maranan talks 
about the importance of empowering communities—
that is, “promoting independence, so they could 
become interdependent.”
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need everywhere. “We have about 
7,641 islands. In a lot of those 
islands, they don’t even have basic 
services. So how can you talk about 
technology if what they need is 
water, electricity, basic shelter, food, 
hygiene, and medicine?”

This begs the importance of 
sustainability. As defined by the 
UN in the 1987 Report of the World 
Commission on Environment 
and Development, sustainable 
development means that the project 
“meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the well-
being of future generations.” 

Maranan points out though that 
sustainability is not as important as 
ensuring a project’s suitability. “The 
moment they are able to define their 
compelling needs and they are able 
to enable themselves, it becomes 
suitable to them. Then sustainability 
becomes a by-product,” he says.

Focusing on education, 
sustainable livelihood, community 
leadership, and arts and culture, 
Ayala Foundation has 10 ongoing 
projects nationwide and one 
prototype in Tondo, Manila. How do 
they manage? The answer is in their 
simple slogan: “As one, we can.”

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
AFI’s principles are easy enough to 
remember, as they follow the initials 
of the organization: Alignment, 
Focus, and Impact.

Each project starts with defining 
the community’s compelling needs. 
This is Alignment and it’s not that 
easy. Maranan confesses that not 
every community is willing to work 
with AFI and the foundation respects 
their decision. “When you start 
saying what your weaknesses and 
needs are, you are baring your soul. 
You are sharing your vulnerability. 
And that spells trust. That’s what we 
value most—the trust,” he says.

Maranan emphasizes that 
despite their years of existence and 
reputation, AFI does not impose. 
Although it is the prejudice that 
they are quick to dismiss. “People 
start thinking because we’re Ayala, 
we know everything. We have 
everything. That’s not true,” he says.

And that continuous learning 
process comes into focus after 
they’ve established the trust. Once 
they figure out the community’s 
compelling needs, the second 
step is to figure out the distinct 
approach. Likening each community 
to a persons’ hand—distinct from 
others—Maranan stresses that a 
cookie-cutter approach will never 
happen. That’s when they need to 
Focus.

With each community presenting 
a different need, focusing on the 
positive or negative, or losing 
focus altogether is more than just 
a possibility. But for Maranan, it’s 
all a matter of perspective. “It’s the 
old adage of ‘How do you look at 
a glass? Half-filled or half-empty?’ 
Either way, do you know what I see? 
Opportunity,” he says. 

But he also believes that finding 
opportunities is a default state 
in all of us. “The thesis never 
changed: man is good. If that is 
so, then generally, man is looking 
for opportunities to be of value 

to others. [Ayala Foundation’s] 
motivation is in our basic human 
essence: to be good,” Maranan says.

Lastly, each project should 
have an Impact on the community. 
Maranan shares how some people 
have grown cynical toward charities 
because they saw that their donations 
were unused, discarded, or even 
sold. He believes that this is where 
their final principle comes into play. 
The impact should be measured 
by the community, from their 
perspective. “How did [this project] 
affect them? How did it improve 
them?”

Maranan jokes, “Walang forever 
dito. (There’s no such thing as 
forever here [in Ayala Foundation.])” 
Joking aside, he only meant to pull 
focus to the final phase of every 
community development project—
the leaving part. “We’re [only] 
here to guide them. Remember, 
community empowerment is making 
them independent. So that they could 
become interdependent,” he says. 

The foundation dreams of a 
Philippines wherein all 7,641 islands 
are not only independent, but more 
importantly, interdependent. “What’s 
happening right now is that you have 
plenty of islands, but where are they 
dependent on? The cities. ‘Let’s go 
to Manila, that’s where the money 
is,’” Maranan laments. 

For the record, we’ve been here 
for 185 years. It only means that 
number one, we’re committed to 

this country. Number two, it’s a continuous 
learning [process]. And three, there are 
much more opportunities for all other people 
and organizations to come up with solutions 
for this country.”
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SPEAK YOUR MIND

“Dapat before mag-clearing 
operations, make sure na 
lahat ng mga residente 
ay ma-relocate dun sa 
lugar kung saan meron 
silang hanapbuhay at 
pagkakakitaan.” 

“It’s long overdue. 
Manila has been a 
wayward city for 
decades. Truly, the good 
prevails when we unite 
to work with who and 
what is good for our 
people, community, 
and our planet Earth.”                  

“People have been longing for 
 it for quite some time now. It’s good 
that it finally happened! Hope it 
will last so we could finally restore 
cleanliness and order everywhere.”                              

CALL TO ACTION

“THE MOMENT THEY ARE ABLE 
TO DEFINE THEIR COMPELLING 

NEEDS AND THEY ARE ABLE 
TO ENABLE THEMSELVES, 
THE PROJECT BECOMES 

SUITABLE TO THEM. THEN 
SUSTAINABILITY BECOMES A 

BY-PRODUCT.”
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wayward city for 
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people, community, 
and our planet Earth.”                  

“People have been longing for 
 it for quite some time now. It’s good 
that it finally happened! Hope it 
will last so we could finally restore 
cleanliness and order everywhere.”                              

CALL TO ACTION
Entering the offices of Ayala 
Foundation, located in the heart of 
Makati City, one easily notices the 
indigenous vibe of their interior. As 
soon as the LEAGUE team meets 
Maranan, he quickly points out that 
the design is deliberately made to 
fit what the foundation represents. 
The materials used, from the walls 
to the seat covers, are all either 
repurposed or were given by the 
numerous communities they have 
helped. 

Present in 36 provinces and 
Metro Manila, AFI still has a long 
way to go before they cover the 
entire archipelago. For Maranan, 
that is the key challenge for 
him as president: to make the 
foundation relevant. Not only to the 
conglomerate, but especially to the 
country.

“For the record, we’ve been 
here for 185 years. But it doesn’t 
mean that we know everything,” 
Maranan highlights. “It only means 
that number one, we’re committed 
to this country. Number two, it’s 
a continuous learning [process]. 
And three, there are much more 

opportunities for all other people 
and organizations to come up with 
solutions for this country.”

With his dedication to the 
conglomerate, it’s no surprise when 
the Ayala brothers chose Ruel 
Maranan to become the foundation’s 
president. For him however, the 
move raised one particular question: 
“Why me?”

“Two things. You’ve been around 
the conglomerate for quite some 
time and you’ve seen us in terms of 
the principles we believe in and hold 
close to our hearts. And you’ve lived 
it,” Maranan shares the answer of 
the Zobel de Ayala brothers, Jaime 
Augusto and Fernando.

Maranan humbly took the 
opportunity and to this day, he is 
grateful for the privilege. “You 
don’t apply for it; nobody applies 
for the role. So the mere fact that 
it was extended to me, even my 
parents, before they passed away, 
couldn’t believe the opportunity I 
got. Kidding aside, they said, ‘We 
must’ve done something right,’” he 
poignantly shares. 

Certainly, Ruel Maranan has 
come a long way from his working 

student days, selling food and coffee 
at his café, Prairie Inn Coffee and 
Bakeshop. Borne out of financial 
crisis, his bakeshop was the key to 
graduating from Ateneo de Manila 
University. “I don’t believe that you 
don’t have a solution to a situation 
[because] you have to survive. 
There’s nothing wrong with setbacks, 
as long as you’ve done your very best 
[to overcome them,]” Maranan says.

For him, therein lies one of the 
biggest challenges our generation 
is facing today. It’s a challenge he 
presents not only to his children, but 
also to himself. The culture of doing, 
going beyond social media to make a 
difference. 

He narrates an excerpt from his 
poem that captures the appeal to 
movement: “Sa dami ng nangyayari at 
wala tayong ginawa, ako, ikaw, tayo 
ang lagot. Pero kung may gagawin 
tayo, ako, ikaw ang sagot.” 

Ayala Foundation, Inc. accepts 
donations and volunteers. For more 
information, visit their website at 
ayalafoundation.org.

“THE MOMENT THEY ARE ABLE 
TO DEFINE THEIR COMPELLING 

NEEDS AND THEY ARE ABLE 
TO ENABLE THEMSELVES, 
THE PROJECT BECOMES 

SUITABLE TO THEM. THEN 
SUSTAINABILITY BECOMES A 

BY-PRODUCT.”

Grooming by Neil Mark Manglo
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SPEAK YOUR MIND

“IF THERE’S A WILL, THERE’S A 
WAY. ANG DAMING KASAYSAYAN 
NG MANILA NG MANILA NG NA ALAM SA BUONG 
MUNDO PERO NAPABAYAAN NG 
MGA NAGDAANG GOBYERNO. 
CONGRATS, MAYOR ISKO MORENO!”                                            
– DODDIELYN PASCUAL,          
Quezon City

We ran on online poll on what people can say about 
the ongoing clearing operations in Metro Manila. Here 
are some of the answers that caught our attention.

“Dapat before mag-clearing 
operations, make sure na 
lahat ng mga residente 
ay ma-relocate dun sa 
lugar kung saan meron 
silang hanapbuhay at 
pagkakakitaan.” 
– SIRCG ARELEH

                                            

“Maganda ang layunin pero marami ang gugutumin!” 

– JEZ ZABALA, Businessman, Caloocan City

“As a student of Urban and Regional 
Planning, I welcome the national coverage 
on spatial issues and urban development. 
(…) Firstly, we cannot simply paint different 
private uses of public spaces with a broad 
brush. A public space used for illegal 
parking has a different socio-economic 
impact compared to a space used by street 
vendors. Which leads me to my second 
point: sound policymaking considers not just 
short- and long-term effects of an issue, but 
also affected and concerned stakeholders.”          
–NAPOLEON FERDINAND MELENDRES, 
26, Government Employee, Pasig City

“MARAMING MAHIHIRAP 
ANG KAWAWA AT 
NAWALAN NG TRABAHO. 
SANA NAGBIGAY 
NAMAN ANG GOBYERNO 
NG LUGAR PARA SA 
KANILANG NEGOSYO.”
– HORHE FRUGAL

“It’s long overdue. 
Manila has been a 
wayward city for 
decades. Truly, the good 
prevails when we unite 
to work with who and 
what is good for our 
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Millennial Leader
Realizing she had had enough of Dan’s sexually 

suggestive messages, Susan finally blocked Dan both 
on Messenger and Facebook. She also made good 
on her earlier threat of reporting Dan’s account for 
sending abusive messages.  

Susan took screenshots of Dan’s latest message as 
well as the others he had sent previously. “Wait ‘til 
the guys from the PNP Anti-Cybercrime Group give 
you a surprise visit,” she blurted out.     

Susan has become a victim of online sexual 
harassment. Online sexual harassment covers acts 
committed using information and communications 
technology which has the effect of terrorizing and 
intimidating victims through physical, psychological, 
and emotional threats. These include unwanted 
sexual, misogynistic, transphobic, homophobic, and 
sexist remarks online whether publicly or through 
direct and private messages. Invasion of privacy 
through cyber-stalking and incessant messaging; 
uploading and sharing without the victim’s consent 
any media that contains photos, voice, or video with 
sexual content; unauthorized recording and sharing 
of the victims’ photos, videos, or any information 
online; and impersonating the identity of the victim 
online, are also prohibited. Likewise, posting lies 
about others to harm their reputation; or filing false 
abuse reports to online platforms to silence victims, 
are punishable by the law. 

Penalty for violation of this part of the law may 
range from imprisonment of six years, one month and 
11 days to eight years and 20 days or a fine not less 
than Php100,000 but not more than Php500,000 or 
both, at the discretion of the court.  

 
Who will implement the online sexual harassment 
provisions? 

The PNP Anti-Cybercrime Group (PNP ACG) will 
be the main agency responsible for the implementation 
of this part of RA 11313. It is mandated to develop an 
online mechanism for reporting real-time gender-based 
online sexual harassment and apprehend perpetrators. 
This shall be done in coordination with the Cybercrime 
Investigation and Coordinating Center (CICC) of the 
DICT.  

What acts are punished for gender-based sexual 
harassment in the workplace?

“Your performance assessment score doesn’t look 
so good, Timmy. But you very well know that we could 
discuss this over dinner...” Mr. Cabalan said. 

 “This, your office, is the perfect place to discuss 
the matter, Sir,” Timmy replied. “And now is the perfect 
time to do so.” 

“I’ve already told you this before, Timmy,” her 
supervisor said. “I could get you that promotion if you 
just spend a night with me. I promise, you won’t regret 
it. You won’t forget it!”

“I’m sure you’ll regret this, Sir,” Timmy said. She 
bolted the room, intent on filing a sexual harassment 
case with their human resources department. 

 Timmy has been exposed to sexual harassment in 
the workplace. RA 11313 penalizes any act or series 
of acts involving any unwelcome sexual advances, 
requests or demands for sexual favors or acts of a 
sexual nature, whether done verbally, physically, or 

What acts are considered as gender-based sexual 
harassment in streets and public spaces?

Bea, a gay man, was walking from home to the 
corner store when a group of male neighbors spotted 
him. “Salot na Bea Bakla, bibili ka na naman ng itlog? 
(Homosexual Bea the Menace, on the way to buy eggs 
again?)” George asked aloud, grinning.

Romeo wolf-whistled as Chris and Cesar laughed. 
Rey sprung from his seat and tried to block Bea’s path. 
Meanwhile, George slapped Bea’s buttocks.

“Ang babastos nyo! Kayo ang mga salot! (How rude 
of you! You are the menaces!)” Bea retorted as he pushed 
Rey and George out of his way. “Ipapapulis ko na talaga 
kayo! (I’ll really report you to the police this time!)” 

LEGAL OPINION

Bawal Bastos
In a bid to push back against the perceived growing 
“rude culture” in the country, Congress recently 
passed RA 11313 or the Safe Spaces Act of 2019. 
What exactly does this law—popularly known as 
the Bawal Bastos law—regulate? Atty. Carlo 
Jolette Fajardo explains.

This is a clear example of gender-based sexual 
harassment in a public place. Wolf-whistling, 
catcalling, or giving unwanted remarks toward any 
person; as well as making misogynistic, transphobic, 
homophobic, and sexist slurs are now punishable 
under RA 11313.

Even persistent uninvited comments or gestures 
on a person’s appearance, sexual comments and 
suggestions are now prohibited. Flashing of private 
parts and public masturbation, groping or any 
advances, whether verbal or physical, that is unwanted 
and has threatened one’s sense of personal space and 
physical safety are likewise punished.

Public spaces include streets, alleys, parks, schools, 
buildings, malls, bars, restaurants, terminals, public 
markets, government offices, public utility vehicles, 
transport app-based private vehicles, and other 
recreational spaces like cinemas, theaters, and spas—
basically any place frequented by the public. 

First-time violators may face a penalty ranging 
from 12-hour community service inclusive of 
attendance in a gender sensitivity seminar plus a fine 
of Php1,000 to imprisonment of 11-30 days or fine of 
Php30,000.

  
Who will implement the provisions on streets and 
public spaces sexual harassment? 

The Philippine Commission on Women, 
Department of the Interior and Local Government 
(DILG), and Department of Information and 
Communications Technology (DICT) are responsible 
for overseeing the implementation and the formulation 
of policies for the implementation of the new law. 

The Metro Manila Development Authority 
(MMDA) and local units of the Philippine National 
Police (PNP), meanwhile, shall be deputized as 
Anti-Sexual Harassment Enforcers (ASHE). They are 
empowered to make arrests if the violator is in the act 
of committing the offense.

What acts are considered as online sexual 
harassment?

Susan was checking her Facebook account when 
she received an online message from her former 
neighbor Dan.  

“Hi Susan. Saw some pics you were tagged in. Ang 
ganda mo talaga. Kakagigil, sarap yakapin! (You’re 
really so beautiful! I’m afraid I can’t keep myself from 
hugging you.)”

The major areas of concern for RA 11313 are 
as follows: 
1 Gender-based streets and public spaces sexual  
   harassment
2 Gender-based online sexual harassment 
3 Gender-based sexual harassment in the   
    workplace 
4 Gender-based sexual harassment in educational    
   and training institutions
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through any form of information and communications 
technology, that could have a detrimental effect on the 
conditions of employment or opportunities. Clearly, Mr. 
Cabalan’s demand for Timmy to spend a night with him 
in exchange for a promotion constitutes a violation of 
the law. It is unwelcome, unreasonable, and offensive, 
and adversely affects Timmy’s dignity as a person. It 
also creates a hostile environment for Timmy to be able 
to work productively. In Timmy’s case, the act was 
committed by a superior, but the same conduct, when 
done by peers, is also punishable by law.

Timmy’s office seems to have an independent internal 
mechanism, as provided by law, to investigate and 
address sexual harassment complaints. This is part of the 
duties of employers, which also includes disseminating a 
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Schools are duty-bound to designate an officer-in-
charge to receive complaints regarding violations of 
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Neighborgoods will not just be a 
one-time event, but rather a quarterly 
one. The announcement delighted the 
entrepreneurs, audience, and even 
Mayor Sotto—who joked that he looks 
forward to seeing the event happen 
every quarter for the next 45 years.

To end her speech, Velasco 
reminded the audience to love local and 
embrace products in our communities. 

BEHIND THE PRODUCT
Small to medium entreprises and 
businesses gathered at the Activity 
Center of Ayala Malls the 30th for 
the community fair. From bags made 
from recycled materials to eco-friendly 
products and homemade delicacies, 
Neighborgoods presented Pasig’s finest.

“We believe that behind every 
booth, behind every product, there is a 
story worth sharing,” Velasco said.

And true enough, every booth had 
their own interesting story to share.

 JACOB’S KITCHENETTE & ANNE DY PUECO

Nette Cabrera’s Jacob’s Kitchenette has been in business for a 
few months and Nette believed that joining Neighborgoods was a 
great learning opportunity that she shouldn’t miss. 

Cabrera is currently still honing her skills under Pasig’s 
livelihood project, with her focus on bread and pastry. Admittedly, 
even before she started attending the training under the project, 

KILUS FOUNDATION

KILUS (Kababaihan Iisang Layunin 
Umunlad ang Sambayanan) Foundation 
started in 1997 when then Barangay Ugong 
Chairman Alejandro “Andy” Santiago 
encouraged his wife, current KILUS 
President Editha Santiago, to organize an 
all-women volunteer group as partners for 
the barangay’s Clean and Green project.

What started as an organization aiming 
to clean the barangay and make it greener 
expanded to providing livelihood to its 
volunteers. They transformed doy packs 
from discarded Zesto juices into bags, 
lunch boxes, and even jewelry.

Their affordable products are worth Php25 – Php50 for small jewelry items, up to Php700 for large, multi-
purpose bags. One KILUS representative revealed that their earnings go to the foundation and are then divided 
among the members. When they started out, the foundation had over 500 members. But since some of the 
members are getting old, their number has dwindled to 115. 

KILUS has come a long way from their humble beginnings 22 years ago. Since then, their products have been 
featured in Manila FAME International Trade Show and other fairs such as Neighborgoods. More information on 
the foundation can be seen in their website, kilus.org.

SPOTLIGHT

Made in PASIG

L
ove local. It’s a piece of advice 
that’s easier said than done. 
With all the international 
brands surrounding us in malls, 

it’s easy to name dozens at the 
drop of a hat. But how about local 
businesses, especially those that 
your neighbors started?

 
YOUR FRIENDLY 
NEIGHBORHOOD
Neighborgoods is a community 
trade fair that showcases local 
Pasigeño handicraft and food 
products. The week-long fair was 
launched in August 26 at Ayala 
Malls the 30th. Pasig City Mayor 
Vico Sotto himself led the ribbon-
cutting event which was held the 
following day. 

Mayor Sotto thanked the people 
for participating in the event and 
Ayala Malls for opening their doors 
for Pasigeños to sell their goods 

From bags made from recycled materials to 
eco-friendly products and homemade delicacies, 
Neighborgoods presented Pasig’s finest.
BY GRACE BAUTISTA
PHOTOS BY NICOLE ZAIDE

and products. “Ang mga produktong  
gawa ng kamay ng Pasigeño, 
siguradong de kalidad, (These 
products are made by Pasigueños 
and are surely of high quality,)”  
he said.

Later on in the event, Sotto 
revealed that this is just the 
beginning of a long-term plan 
that the Pasig local government 
has in store for their budding 
entrepreneurs. “Our goal here is not 
just to help people in the short term. 
Our goal is to empower people to 
help themselves and to have better 
lives.”

Mayor Sotto promises to ramp 
up their efforts in the upcoming 
months, once the budget for 2020 
comes in. Pasig aims to scale up 
their livelihood projects in order 
to help more Pasigeños and to 
build a more sustainable model. 
From product development to 

packaging and marketing, their 
overarching plan is to provide more 
than just a venue for small, local 
entrepreneurs.

Ayala Malls Director of 
Marketing Eunice Velasco shared 
that Neighborgoods “aims to 
provide a venue where like-minded 
entrepreneurs can share their 
passion and love for their craft.”

To form Neighborgoods, Ayala 
Malls the 30th partnered with the 
Pasig government in order to be a 
part of “a positive transformation 
toward providing livelihood to the 
homemakers and entrepreneurs, 
creating a community that is 
collaborative, inclusive, and 
sustainable.”

Their partnership proved to be 
fruitful, with the local government 
connecting the retail giant to 
the grassroots entrepreneurs. 
Velasco also revealed that 
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BEHIND THE PRODUCT
Small to medium entreprises and 
businesses gathered at the Activity 
Center of Ayala Malls the 30th for 
the community fair. From bags made 
from recycled materials to eco-friendly 
products and homemade delicacies, 
Neighborgoods presented Pasig’s finest.

“We believe that behind every 
booth, behind every product, there is a 
story worth sharing,” Velasco said.

And true enough, every booth had 
their own interesting story to share.

 JACOB’S KITCHENETTE & ANNE DY PUECO

Nette Cabrera’s Jacob’s Kitchenette has been in business for a 
few months and Nette believed that joining Neighborgoods was a 
great learning opportunity that she shouldn’t miss. 

Cabrera is currently still honing her skills under Pasig’s 
livelihood project, with her focus on bread and pastry. Admittedly, 
even before she started attending the training under the project, 

KILUS FOUNDATION

KILUS (Kababaihan Iisang Layunin 
Umunlad ang Sambayanan) Foundation 
started in 1997 when then Barangay Ugong 
Chairman Alejandro “Andy” Santiago 
encouraged his wife, current KILUS 
President Editha Santiago, to organize an 
all-women volunteer group as partners for 
the barangay’s Clean and Green project.

What started as an organization aiming 
to clean the barangay and make it greener 
expanded to providing livelihood to its 
volunteers. They transformed doy packs 
from discarded Zesto juices into bags, 
lunch boxes, and even jewelry.

Their affordable products are worth Php25 – Php50 for small jewelry items, up to Php700 for large, multi-
purpose bags. One KILUS representative revealed that their earnings go to the foundation and are then divided 
among the members. When they started out, the foundation had over 500 members. But since some of the 
members are getting old, their number has dwindled to 115. 

KILUS has come a long way from their humble beginnings 22 years ago. Since then, their products have been 
featured in Manila FAME International Trade Show and other fairs such as Neighborgoods. More information on 
the foundation can be seen in their website, kilus.org.

SPOTLIGHT

Made in PASIG

L
ove local. It’s a piece of advice 
that’s easier said than done. 
With all the international 
brands surrounding us in malls, 

it’s easy to name dozens at the 
drop of a hat. But how about local 
businesses, especially those that 
your neighbors started?

 
YOUR FRIENDLY 
NEIGHBORHOOD
Neighborgoods is a community 
trade fair that showcases local 
Pasigeño handicraft and food 
products. The week-long fair was 
launched in August 26 at Ayala 
Malls the 30th. Pasig City Mayor 
Vico Sotto himself led the ribbon-
cutting event which was held the 
following day. 

Mayor Sotto thanked the people 
for participating in the event and 
Ayala Malls for opening their doors 
for Pasigeños to sell their goods 

From bags made from recycled materials to 
eco-friendly products and homemade delicacies, 
Neighborgoods presented Pasig’s finest.
BY GRACE BAUTISTA
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and products. “Ang mga produktong  
gawa ng kamay ng Pasigeño, 
siguradong de kalidad, (These 
products are made by Pasigueños 
and are surely of high quality,)”  
he said.

Later on in the event, Sotto 
revealed that this is just the 
beginning of a long-term plan 
that the Pasig local government 
has in store for their budding 
entrepreneurs. “Our goal here is not 
just to help people in the short term. 
Our goal is to empower people to 
help themselves and to have better 
lives.”

Mayor Sotto promises to ramp 
up their efforts in the upcoming 
months, once the budget for 2020 
comes in. Pasig aims to scale up 
their livelihood projects in order 
to help more Pasigeños and to 
build a more sustainable model. 
From product development to 

packaging and marketing, their 
overarching plan is to provide more 
than just a venue for small, local 
entrepreneurs.

Ayala Malls Director of 
Marketing Eunice Velasco shared 
that Neighborgoods “aims to 
provide a venue where like-minded 
entrepreneurs can share their 
passion and love for their craft.”

To form Neighborgoods, Ayala 
Malls the 30th partnered with the 
Pasig government in order to be a 
part of “a positive transformation 
toward providing livelihood to the 
homemakers and entrepreneurs, 
creating a community that is 
collaborative, inclusive, and 
sustainable.”

Their partnership proved to be 
fruitful, with the local government 
connecting the retail giant to 
the grassroots entrepreneurs. 
Velasco also revealed that 
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SOTTO REVEALED THAT THIS 
IS JUST THE BEGINNING OF A 
LONG-TERM PLAN THAT THE 
PASIG LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
HAS IN STORE FOR THEIR 
BUDDING ENTREPRENEURS. 

Another budding brand is Q Eco Craft Organics. 
Launched in May, Q Eco started where most businesses 
do—at home. More specifically, it all started when Queenie 
Lim-Prado helped with selling Singer sewing machines that 
belonged to her parents’ former business in the garment 
industry. Next thing she knew, Q Eco was born. 

Their best-selling product is the eco-friendly, reusable 
pantyliner. 100% organic, their pantyliners are made with 
breathable fabric that is more comfortable to wear compared 
to commercial liners found in the market. Foldable, 
lightweight, and reversible, each pantyliner is worth Php100. 
Lim-Prado revealed that if stored and washed properly, these 
liners can last for more than 5 years. 

Aside from pantyliners, they also offer pads in different 
sizes. Q Eco is the first in the country to offer bespoke pads.

“We have different flows in every menstruation. So you 
tell me what your flow is and we’ll have one [tailor-made] 
for you,” Lim-Prado said.

When she launched Q Eco, Queenie found a place not 
only for their unused sewing machines, but also for her 
parents’ former seamstresses and sewers. Now they are more 
than just workers, as  Lim-Prado revealed that they earn for 
every item sold. Since they are mostly senior citizens living 
in Payatas, their earnings through Q Eco are a huge help.

Q Eco Craft Organics can be found in Pop Culture located 
in Trinoma, Ayala Malls the 30th, and Alabang Town Center. 
They also have a Facebook page: fb.com/qecocraft. 

High-quality, affordable and more importantly, locally-made, 
these brands and other grassroots entrepreneurs deserve more 
attention. It’s about time we shine the light on them. It’s time 
to love our neighbors. 

baking pastries and delicacies was 
already her passion. In fact, it’s her 
dream to have her own bakeshop or 
restaurant. From making pastries for 
personal consumption, joining Pasig’s 
livelihood project brought her closer to 
her dreams.

Slowly, Cabrera is building her 
business from the ground up. Soon, 
she aims for her business to have an 
online presence through Facebook and 
Instagram.

Another notable local entrepreneur 
is Anne Dy Pueco who sells her 
pastries under her namesake brand. 
Pueco revealed that baking is her 
newly-discovered passion, which she 
started only in December last year. 
She graduated from Pasig’s livelihood 
program this year and has since been 
selling her products.

Pueco’s best-selling product is 
ensaymada, a popular Filipino pastry 
that easily caught our attention. The soft, 
golden pastry is covered in deliciously 
grated cheese; it was such a tempting 
sight. 

Apart from the ensaymada, Pueco 
also sold other baked goods and she 
revealed that in the near future, she aims 
to sell plant-based vegan pastries. For 
now, Pueco doesn’t have social media 
pages since she is focused on selling her 
goods from home. She also revealed that 
her market are schools in Pangasinan, 
which she serves with the help of her 
siblings.

Q ECO CRAFT ORGANICS

SPOTLIGHT
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Cesar C. Climaco 
Zamboanga City Mayor, 
1953-1961, 1980-1984

Just as Arsenic Lacson was 
starting to rock the political scene 
in Manila, another irreverent young 
politician was causing quite a stir in 
Zamboanga City.    

Cesar Cortes Climaco, a Manila-
educated lawyer, had been elected as 
city councilor in 1951, after which 
he was appointed as city mayor in 
1953. He became Zamboanga City’s 
first elected mayor in 1956, and was 
reelected for another term in 1959. 
Climaco became known for his 
adherence to good governance and 
his tough stance against crime. He 
confronted hoodlums and ensured 
peace among different groups in 
the city. He strictly implemented 
ordinances and made sure police and 
civilian officials did their job well. 
Under Climaco’s leadership, the city’s 
income rose considerably, and new 

infrastructure and housing projects 
were undertaken.   

The city’s residents welcomed 
Climaco’s unconventional style, and 
Filipinos elsewhere took notice. He 
also became friends with Lacson, 
and became known as the “Arsenio 
Lacson of the South.”   

When President Ferdinand 
Marcos declared Martial Law in 
1972, Climaco went to the US 
and vowed not to cut his hair until 
martial law was lifted. He spoke up 
against Marcos and asserted that 
Martial Law was being used by the 
government to rob the people of their 
basic rights and liberties.  

After a number of failed 
attempts at being part of the 
national legislature, Climaco made 
a successful political comeback in 
1980. As mayor once again, Climaco 
carried on with his old ways as the 
fighting mayor of Zamaboanga. He 
criticized Marcos, the police, and 
the military for their failure to solve 
mounting criminality not only in the 
city but the whole country as well. 
His disdain for the administration 
intensified even more after the 
assassination of his friend Senator 
Benigno Aquino Jr. in 1983. This 
also cemented the then-prevailing 
anti-Marcos sentiment in the city.

In May 1984, Climaco handily 
beat two formidable politicians—one 
of them backed by Malacañang—in 
the election for a seat in the Batasang 
Pambansa. He chose to wait until 
his term as mayor was over before 
taking his seat. This, however, did 
not materialize as Climaco was 
killed by an assassin on November 
14, 1984.  

Bayani F. Fernando 
Marikina City Mayor, 1992-2001

When Bayani “BF” Flores 
Fernando ran for vice president 
in 2004, not many people were 
surprised. He had, after all, been 
known as the man who transformed 
the country’s Shoe Capital from a 
sleepy town to a model city. His 
running mate, former Olongapo City 
Mayor Richard Gordon, declared: 
“BF is a great mayor of Marikina, 
may character talaga (he really 
has character). We are the most 
experienced, we have the vision, 
we have the ability to transform the 
nation.”

Fernando did not get elected as 
vice president, but this does not take 
away anything from his legacy in 
Marikina. 

When he became mayor in 1992, 
Fernando launched major projects 
to save the Marikina River and to 
erase Marikina’s image as a hideout 
of rapists and drug addicts. The 
“Save the Marikina River” project 
was instrumental, among others, in 
convincing 10,000 informal settlers 
to leave their communities in the 

IN RETROSPECTIN RETROSPECT

MAYORS WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE

Arsenio H. Lacson 
Manila Mayor, 1952-1962

Often referred to as the “best 
President the Philippines never had,” 
Arsenio Lacson often tops the list of 
Filipino mayors who left an indelible 
mark in history. 

Lacson first made a name for 
himself as a post-World War II lawyer 
and journalist before embarking 
on a career in politics. Lacson the 
columnist and radio personality 
was fiery, fearless, and passionate. 
He openly opposed the Bell Trade 
Act, which was being pushed by the 
United States in order for Americans 
to have the same rights as Filipinos 
to exploit the Philippines’ resources. 
Even Congress and Malacañang were 
not able to escape Lacson’s scrutiny. 
He described majority lawmakers as 
having either a mind or a backbone.  
He took swipes at President Manuel 
Roxas for failing to stand up to 
the Americans. In time, Lacson’s 
hard-hitting style and penchant for 
profanities earned him the nickname 
“Arsenic,” from the poisonous 
element of the same name. 

In 1949, Lacson was elected 
congressman of the second district 
of Manila. He quickly became a 
prominent opposition figure, even 
earning the distinction of being 
one of the period’s ten outstanding 

BY GODFREY T. DANCEL

M
uch has been said about a number of newly-elected mayors who have shown zeal for 
service and dedication in performing their role as local chief executives. Before today’s 
“rock star” mayors, however, there were a number of mayors who transformed their 

cities and defined how it is to be a true leader. These legendary mayors continue to serve as 
examples of what it takes to be an effective local leader.    

Part of the list of unforgettable mayors are Arsenio Lacson, Cesar Climaco, Jesse 
Robredo, and Bayani Fernando. Get to know them here. 

legislators, as selected by a group of 
journalists. Among others, he pushed 
for an independent foreign policy 
and supported the claim to Sabah, as 
well as spoke up against corruption 
in government.

Two years into his term as 
congressman, Lacson ran and won 
as Manila’s first elected city mayor. 
He took on the unenviable task 
of rebuilding Manila, which had 
been ravaged during the war. He 
served for three terms, spanning 
ten years—1952-1962. During his 
incumbency, Lacson erased the city’s 
huge debt, rid the city of criminality, 
stopped corruption, and instituted 
various reforms. In the second 
half of his stint as mayor, Lacson 
embarked on a number of projects 
which would later become part of his 
legacy to Manila. These include the 
Manila Zoo, Ospital ng Maynila, and 
Quiapo underpass, the country’s first 
underpass. 

His unconventional ways 
endeared Lacson to the public, and 
his unprecedented success made 
him a national figure. Lacson was 
widely regarded as the most logical 
Nacionalista Party presidential 
candidate in the 1965 elections. Fate, 
however, intervened, as Lacson died 
of a heart attack in 1962. He was 
only 49. 
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and journalist before embarking 
on a career in politics. Lacson the 
columnist and radio personality 
was fiery, fearless, and passionate. 
He openly opposed the Bell Trade 
Act, which was being pushed by the 
United States in order for Americans 
to have the same rights as Filipinos 
to exploit the Philippines’ resources. 
Even Congress and Malacañang were 
not able to escape Lacson’s scrutiny. 
He described majority lawmakers as 
having either a mind or a backbone.  
He took swipes at President Manuel 
Roxas for failing to stand up to 
the Americans. In time, Lacson’s 
hard-hitting style and penchant for 
profanities earned him the nickname 
“Arsenic,” from the poisonous 
element of the same name. 

In 1949, Lacson was elected 
congressman of the second district 
of Manila. He quickly became a 
prominent opposition figure, even 
earning the distinction of being 
one of the period’s ten outstanding 
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legislators, as selected by a group of 
journalists. Among others, he pushed 
for an independent foreign policy 
and supported the claim to Sabah, as 
well as spoke up against corruption 
in government.

Two years into his term as 
congressman, Lacson ran and won 
as Manila’s first elected city mayor. 
He took on the unenviable task 
of rebuilding Manila, which had 
been ravaged during the war. He 
served for three terms, spanning 
ten years—1952-1962. During his 
incumbency, Lacson erased the city’s 
huge debt, rid the city of criminality, 
stopped corruption, and instituted 
various reforms. In the second 
half of his stint as mayor, Lacson 
embarked on a number of projects 
which would later become part of his 
legacy to Manila. These include the 
Manila Zoo, Ospital ng Maynila, and 
Quiapo underpass, the country’s first 
underpass. 

His unconventional ways 
endeared Lacson to the public, and 
his unprecedented success made 
him a national figure. Lacson was 
widely regarded as the most logical 
Nacionalista Party presidential 
candidate in the 1965 elections. Fate, 
however, intervened, as Lacson died 
of a heart attack in 1962. He was 
only 49. 
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Cesar C. Climaco 
Zamboanga City Mayor, 
1953-1961, 1980-1984

Just as Arsenic Lacson was 
starting to rock the political scene 
in Manila, another irreverent young 
politician was causing quite a stir in 
Zamboanga City.    

Cesar Cortes Climaco, a Manila-
educated lawyer, had been elected as 
city councilor in 1951, after which 
he was appointed as city mayor in 
1953. He became Zamboanga City’s 
first elected mayor in 1956, and was 
reelected for another term in 1959. 
Climaco became known for his 
adherence to good governance and 
his tough stance against crime. He 
confronted hoodlums and ensured 
peace among different groups in 
the city. He strictly implemented 
ordinances and made sure police and 
civilian officials did their job well. 
Under Climaco’s leadership, the city’s 
income rose considerably, and new 

infrastructure and housing projects 
were undertaken.   

The city’s residents welcomed 
Climaco’s unconventional style, and 
Filipinos elsewhere took notice. He 
also became friends with Lacson, 
and became known as the “Arsenio 
Lacson of the South.”   

When President Ferdinand 
Marcos declared Martial Law in 
1972, Climaco went to the US 
and vowed not to cut his hair until 
martial law was lifted. He spoke up 
against Marcos and asserted that 
Martial Law was being used by the 
government to rob the people of their 
basic rights and liberties.  

After a number of failed 
attempts at being part of the 
national legislature, Climaco made 
a successful political comeback in 
1980. As mayor once again, Climaco 
carried on with his old ways as the 
fighting mayor of Zamaboanga. He 
criticized Marcos, the police, and 
the military for their failure to solve 
mounting criminality not only in the 
city but the whole country as well. 
His disdain for the administration 
intensified even more after the 
assassination of his friend Senator 
Benigno Aquino Jr. in 1983. This 
also cemented the then-prevailing 
anti-Marcos sentiment in the city.

In May 1984, Climaco handily 
beat two formidable politicians—one 
of them backed by Malacañang—in 
the election for a seat in the Batasang 
Pambansa. He chose to wait until 
his term as mayor was over before 
taking his seat. This, however, did 
not materialize as Climaco was 
killed by an assassin on November 
14, 1984.  

Bayani F. Fernando 
Marikina City Mayor, 1992-2001

When Bayani “BF” Flores 
Fernando ran for vice president 
in 2004, not many people were 
surprised. He had, after all, been 
known as the man who transformed 
the country’s Shoe Capital from a 
sleepy town to a model city. His 
running mate, former Olongapo City 
Mayor Richard Gordon, declared: 
“BF is a great mayor of Marikina, 
may character talaga (he really 
has character). We are the most 
experienced, we have the vision, 
we have the ability to transform the 
nation.”

Fernando did not get elected as 
vice president, but this does not take 
away anything from his legacy in 
Marikina. 

When he became mayor in 1992, 
Fernando launched major projects 
to save the Marikina River and to 
erase Marikina’s image as a hideout 
of rapists and drug addicts. The 
“Save the Marikina River” project 
was instrumental, among others, in 
convincing 10,000 informal settlers 
to leave their communities in the 
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riverbanks and live in relocation 
sites within the city. This not only 
helped lessen pollution, but also 
moved the residents out of harm’s 
way, as the river would always 
overflow during the rainy season. 
Meanwhile, the “Rescue 161” project 
was institutionalized to provide 
quick response to any emergency 
or disturbance needing action by 
the police, medical personnel, or 
firefighting teams.  

Often compared to Lee Kwan Yew 
during his incumbency as Marikina 
mayor, Fernando was a disciplinarian. 
He made sure that the public market 
remained clean, and that motorists 
and commuters alike abided by traffic 
rules and regulations.  He banned 
loitering, going around shirtless 
in public places, and selling in 
sidewalks. While these were initially 
met with resistance, the people soon 
realized that having pedestrian-
friendly sidewalks and hassle-
free roads was part of the city’s 
transformation into a more livable 
community. 

Fernando’s programs received 
recognition from various government 
agencies and nongovernment 
organizations. To this day, these are 
often cited as model projects for 
ensuring community discipline and 
good local governance. 

After his third term as mayor, 
Fernando was appointed as chairman 
of the Metro Manila Development 
Authority (MMDA), paving the way 
for him to implement some of his 
projects on a wider scale.  

Fernando was elected as 
congressman of the First District 
of Marikina in 2016 and reelected 
earlier this year.

Jesse M. Robredo 
Naga City Mayor, 1988-1998, 2001-2010

Humility and his commitment 
to good governance made Jesse 
Manalastas Robredo a household 
name. He was known for “tsinelas 
leadership,” his brand of leadership 
based, among others, on maintaining 
ties with the masses and willingness 
to do even menial tasks. For him, 
wearing tsinelas (flip-flops) was 
not only a matter of comfort, but of 
accessibility: it signified his being 
one with the people, that no barriers 
existed between them and their 
mayor.   

Robredo was first elected mayor 
of Naga City in 1988. He launched 
various projects that sought to 
address the city’s various problems, 
such as economic stagnation, traffic 
congestion, proliferation of illegal 
settlers, gambling, and organized 
crime. In time, he was able to 
transform Naga from a third-class 
city to a first-class business-friendly 

and livable city marked by low 
poverty and unemployment levels, 
and high literacy and sanitation 
levels. 

Robredo was a champion 
of integrity, professionalism, 
transparency, people empowerment, 
and good governance. One of his 
trailblazing projects established 
the Naga City People’s Council, 
which institutionalized citizens’ 
participation in development 
planning, as well as set in place 
a system for transparency and 
accountability. 

Under Robredo, Naga became a 
showcase of good governance. The 
city received local and international 
awards for its programs. Robredo 
himself gained recognition, including 
the Ramon Magsaysay Award for 
Government Service in 2000.

Robredo was quick to deflect 
credit to others. He described his role 
as the one responsible for coming 
up with an idea and making the 
Nagueños realize that they had a 
role in the programs he wanted to 
implement, the services he wanted 
to improve, and the issues he wanted 
to address. The people became his 
active partners, the ones who kept his 
programs going. 

After his third term in 1998, 
Robredo chose to take a break from 
politics, choosing instead to pursue 
post-graduate studies in Public 
Administration. He easily made a 
comeback in 2001, after which he 
was reelected for two consecutive 
terms.

Being appointed as secretary 
of the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government (DILG) in 
2010 paved the way for Robredo 
to implement some of his previous 
projects on a national scale. He did not 
have much time to serve at a national 
level, though. He perished in a plane 
crash on August 2012. 
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He made sure that the public market 
remained clean, and that motorists 
and commuters alike abided by traffic 
rules and regulations.  He banned 
loitering, going around shirtless 
in public places, and selling in 
sidewalks. While these were initially 
met with resistance, the people soon 
realized that having pedestrian-
friendly sidewalks and hassle-
free roads was part of the city’s 
transformation into a more livable 
community. 

Fernando’s programs received 
recognition from various government 
agencies and nongovernment 
organizations. To this day, these are 
often cited as model projects for 
ensuring community discipline and 
good local governance. 

After his third term as mayor, 
Fernando was appointed as chairman 
of the Metro Manila Development 
Authority (MMDA), paving the way 
for him to implement some of his 
projects on a wider scale.  

Fernando was elected as 
congressman of the First District 
of Marikina in 2016 and reelected 
earlier this year.

Jesse M. Robredo 
Naga City Mayor, 1988-1998, 2001-2010

Humility and his commitment 
to good governance made Jesse 
Manalastas Robredo a household 
name. He was known for “tsinelas 
leadership,” his brand of leadership 
based, among others, on maintaining 
ties with the masses and willingness 
to do even menial tasks. For him, 
wearing tsinelas (flip-flops) was 
not only a matter of comfort, but of 
accessibility: it signified his being 
one with the people, that no barriers 
existed between them and their 
mayor.   

Robredo was first elected mayor 
of Naga City in 1988. He launched 
various projects that sought to 
address the city’s various problems, 
such as economic stagnation, traffic 
congestion, proliferation of illegal 
settlers, gambling, and organized 
crime. In time, he was able to 
transform Naga from a third-class 
city to a first-class business-friendly 

and livable city marked by low 
poverty and unemployment levels, 
and high literacy and sanitation 
levels. 

Robredo was a champion 
of integrity, professionalism, 
transparency, people empowerment, 
and good governance. One of his 
trailblazing projects established 
the Naga City People’s Council, 
which institutionalized citizens’ 
participation in development 
planning, as well as set in place 
a system for transparency and 
accountability. 

Under Robredo, Naga became a 
showcase of good governance. The 
city received local and international 
awards for its programs. Robredo 
himself gained recognition, including 
the Ramon Magsaysay Award for 
Government Service in 2000.

Robredo was quick to deflect 
credit to others. He described his role 
as the one responsible for coming 
up with an idea and making the 
Nagueños realize that they had a 
role in the programs he wanted to 
implement, the services he wanted 
to improve, and the issues he wanted 
to address. The people became his 
active partners, the ones who kept his 
programs going. 

After his third term in 1998, 
Robredo chose to take a break from 
politics, choosing instead to pursue 
post-graduate studies in Public 
Administration. He easily made a 
comeback in 2001, after which he 
was reelected for two consecutive 
terms.

Being appointed as secretary 
of the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government (DILG) in 
2010 paved the way for Robredo 
to implement some of his previous 
projects on a national scale. He did not 
have much time to serve at a national 
level, though. He perished in a plane 
crash on August 2012. 
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